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A N C IE NT 

AND 

Modern History, 
chap. xxxvl 

Of the Empire of Italy. Of the Emperae 
Hbnry IV. and Pope Gregory VII. 
Of Rome and the Empire in the Eleventh 
Century. 

IT is now time to return to the ruins of 
Rome, and that (hadow of the throne of 
the Caefars which began to appear again 
in Germany. 

It was yet uncertain who was to reign in 
Rome, or what was to be the fate of Italy. 
The German emperors thought themfelves by 
right matters of the whole weftern empire : and 
yet they were fcarcely fovereigns in Germany, 
where the great feudal government of the lords 
and biihops began to take deep root. I'he 
Vot. !!• B Nor* 
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2 OrHENRYIV. 

Norman princes, who had conquered Apulia anc! 
Calabria, formed a new power. The Venetians 
had, by their example, infpired all the great 
towns of Italy with the love of liberty and inde- 
pendence. The popes irere not yet; foverejgns, 
but wanted to be fo. 

The right of the emperors to nominate the 

popes began to be cfiablifhed ; but it is eafy to 

fee that the firft favourable circumftance might 

given a fudden turn to affairs. This foon fell 

out under the mmority of the'cof- 

1056 peror, Henry IV. who was in the 

life-time of his father Henry III. ac- 

IcAowledged as his fucceilbr. . ^ 

Even in the time of this laft emperor the im- 
perial authority begpn to decline in- Italy. His 
fifter the«countefs or dutchefs of Tufcany, mo- 
ther to that true benefa£lrefs of the popes, the 
counteft Matilda d'Efte, contributed more than 
any one to ftir?up Italy{againft her brother. To- 
gether with the marquifate of Mantua, fhe 
poflfifled Tufcany., and a part of Xombardy. 
Having had the imprudence to come to the Ger- 
man court, they detained her a confiderable 
time prifonerthere. Her daughter, the cpuntefs 
Matilda, inherited Jier ambition, and hatred ta ^ 
the imperial houfe. 

During the minority of Henry IV. many 
popes were made by intrigues, money, and civil 
diflentions. At length, in 106 1,' Alexander IL 
was ehSted without the imperial court being 
at all confulted. That court in vain nominated 
another pope: its intereft was upon the decline 
in Italy ; Alexander II. carried his point, and 
obliged his competitor to leave Rome. 

Though 
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ANB GREOORY VII. 3 

Though Henry IV. when he came of age 
faw hitnfelf emperor of Italy and Germany, yet 
he was* very inuch drcumfcjribed in his powers 
JPart of ;the (epi\^ and ecclefiaftical princes of 
his Qvr9 couifU^y eotered into cabals againft 
kim ; and it k well known that he had no way 
of being mafter of Italy but at the head of a 
powerful army» and t)iat he wanted. Hi$ power 
was trifling) but bis. course was fuperiorto 
hi* fortune.. 

Some authors relate,. that being accufed in 
the diet of Wurtfburg of having intended ta 
aHaffinate the Dukes of Suabiaand 
Carintbia^ he offered to %ht the ac-^ X073 
Cufer, who was only a Ample gentle-» 
man. X^^ day was fixed for the combat, and 
theaccufer not 99pearing» the emperor wa^ 
acquitted.,. , ^ 

As fooa as the authp];ity of a prince comes 
to be difputed, an attack is generally made 
upon his ijdorals. : Henry was publicly re* 
proacbed with haviiig miftrefies, while the 
meaneft prieft was/ fuffered to keep them with 
impunity. He wanted to be divorced from his 
wife, the daughter of a marquis of -Ferrara, 
with whom he pretended he had never been 
able to cpnfummate his marriage. Some little 
irregularities of his youth contributed to four 
the minds of the people ftill more, and his con^^ 
du£i had weakened bis power. 

There was at that time at Rome a hronk of 
Cluni, lately made a cardinal, a man of a reft* 
left, fietys and enterprifing difpofition, and one 
who knew very well, upon occaiion, how tQ 
join artifice to an ardent zeal for the preten- 
fions of the church. Hildebraad was the name 
B 2 - of 
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4 Of henry IV. 

of this daring tpafi, who- afterwards tame to he 
the famous pope Qrcgory .VII. 'He was born 
atSoan, inTufcjiny, ofobfctireiiarents*; was 
brought up at Rome,' received into' the order 
of the monks of Clant, undei* the abbot Odilon ; 
and, being deputed to Rome upop fonie affairs 
of his order, was afterwards employed bjr the 
popes in allafFairs which required dexterity and 
refolution ; and began' altead-y-' to dtftinguifh 
himfelf in Italy by an intrepid and violent ieal. • 
The public voice declare J him'the^ fticceflbr of 
Alexander 11. under' whoTe pontificate he go- 
verned every thing. The various charaders, 
favourable arid unfavourable, iVhich fo many 
writers have given us of this Gregory, may be 
found compri fed in a piSure which a Neapo- 
litan painter 'dFcw ©f htm^, \\^ which- he' was re- 
prefented with a {heep-hook in ofie.hand, 
and a whip iri the oth^r^ trampling upon fcep- 
tres ; and by his fide St. Peter's nets and fifh. 
' Oregory engaged pope* Alexandei^ to ftrike an 
tinheard of Wow, in fummohing young Henry to 
appear at Rome before the tribtinal of the holy fee. 
This was the firft exarnpte of fofignal an ex- 
ploit; and in' what times was it hsfzarded ? 
When Rome had been accuftomed by*Henry 
III. the father of this very Henry, 'to receive 
lier bifhops at the fole command of the em- 
peror. Now it was precifely this mark of fer- 
vitude which Gregory aimed at throwing off-; 
and to prevent the emperers from givihg Jaiys 
in Rome, he reffolved that the pope (houW give 
laws to the emperor. This bold ftep was 
attended with no confequefnce at that tJfne. 



* He was the fon of a carpenter. 

In 
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In all this affair Alexander II. feems like a 
forlorn hope difpat.ched bv Hildebrand againft' 
the empire before he would venture to give it 
battle. The death of Alexander follov^ed foon 
after this firft a<a oThoftility. 

Upon the demife of this pontiff, 
'^ Hildebrand had credit enough to get 
himfelf eleftcd and inftalled by the people of 
Rome, without waiting for the emperor's per- 
miffion. But he foon after obtained it, upon 
promifmg to be faithful to his interefts ; and 
Henry, accepting of his excufes, feht his chan- 
cellor of Italy to confirm his election at Rome, 
Upon- this occafion, the emperor being cautioned 
by his courtiers to beware of Gregory, publicly 
declared that this pope could never be ungrate- 
ful to his benefa<3or ; but no fooner was Gre- 
gorys fettled in the papal chair, than he declared 
excommunicate all who fhould receive be- 
nefices from laymen, and every layman^ who 
Ihould prefume for the future to confer them. 
He had formed ii^t. defign of depriving all 
lay patrons" of the right of prefentation to 
church livings. This was engaging the church 
in an open quarrel with the fovereigns of all 
nations.. The violent' temper cff this pontiff 
broke out at the fame time againft Philip !• 
king of France. ^He affair related to'fome 
Itanan .merchants who had been ranfomed by 
the French. . The pope wrote a circular letter 
to the bifhops of France, in which he delivers 
himfeif thus : ^' Your king, fays he, is rather 
a tyrant than a king ; he fpends his days iii 
infamy and vicej'* and immediately upon thefe 
indifcreet expreiSons follow the ufual threats 
•f (^xcommunica^tion. 

p 3 \ Ncrt 
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Not long after, while Henry waS; 
'^ engaged in a war with the Saxons,, 
the pope fent two legates to him, with a fum- 
moiis to CCmc andanfwer to' the charge ofTiav- 
ing granted the inveftiture of benefices, and 
threatning him with excommunication, m cafe 
of non-compliance. The two legate^ who. 
brought this ftrange fummons, delivered their 
meffage juft as the eniperor had obtained a com- 
plete viftory over the Saxons, and was returned 
crowned with glory, and grown more power* 
ful than they expefted. It is eafy to conceive 
with what indignation a young emperor of five 
and twenty, viSorious, and jealous of his dig*, 
nity, muft have received fucn an embaflV : yet 
he did not iriflift any exemplary punifliment 
upon the deputies, the prejudices of thofe times, 
not allowing of fuch a ftep j he contented him- 
felf therefore with treating this piece of info- 
• lence with the contempt it deferved^ 

'^7" and left thefe Iadif<;reet legates t<^ 
the infults of the fervarits attending his court. . 

Almoft at the fame time this pope alfo ex^ 
communicated the- Norman princes of Apulia 
and Calabria, (mentioned in thq thirteentli 
chapter.) So many excommunications thrown 
out upon the back of one smother would in 
the(e times be looked upon as the height of 
folly and imprudence ; but it 0iould be con- 
fidered, that when Gregory UTued his menaces 
^againft the king of France, he addiefied liik 
bull to die duke of Aquitaine, that king's 
vaflal^ who was nearly as powerful as the king 
hltnfelf i that when ne broke out againft the 
emperor, he had a part of Italy on his ,fid^ 
leather with. the covint^&MiKtiUaj^tLome, aAS 

one 
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one half of Germany ; and that as to the Nor^ 
mans, they were then his declared enenucs ; fo 
that, upon the whole, Gregory's behaviour will 
appear rather the cffeSt of an infolent and over-* 
l>earing temper, than of raihnefs or folly. He 
w^s fenfxble that in endeavouring to fct up his 
own dignity above that of the empeior, and all 
other crowned head$, he Ihoiild have all the 
other churches on his fide, who would be 
proud of heing members of a head who knew 
fo well how to p\ill down every fuperior power: , 
and his delign was not only to throw off the 
yoke of the emperors, but at the fame time to 
bring Rome, the emperors and kings in genera)^ 
under the papal dominion. This projed was 
fuch an one as might have coft him his life, 
and he could ;expeft no other ; but the greater 

• th6 danger the greater the glory, 

Henry had too much buiinefs upon his hands 
' in Germany to fuffcr him to go over to Italy ; 
and his ^irfi; ftep feemed rather that of an Italian 
lord than an emperor of Germany* Inftead of 
employing a general and an army, he is (aid 
to have made ufe 4>( a ruffiaii named Cencius, 
famous for his robberies, who feized upon the 
pope in the church of St. Mary Maggior, at 
the very time he was celebrating divine fervice. 
Some refolute fellows, his accomplices, gate the 
pontiff feveral wounds, and hurrying bim away, 
{hut him up in a tower of Which Oencius had 

• the poffcffion. 

Henry a^d more in the charader of a prince, 
in calling a council at Worms, confifting of 
bi(ho[»$^ abbotS; and doftc^rs^ m which he dp« 
pofed the pope ; and the fentence was agreed ta 
bj all prefent^ two only e:xcqpted. JBut this 
B 4 coun- 
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council wanted troops to make its deciiions re(^ 
pe£ted at Rome. Henry only leffened his au- 
thority by writing to the pope, that he had 
depofed him, and to the people in Rome, for- 
bidding them any longer to acknowledge Gre- 
gory as their pontiff. 

As foon as the pope received thefe infignl- 
ficant letters, he addrefled himfelf in tfaefe 
words to a council he fiimmoned upon the oc- 
caiion : '• In the name of almighty God, and 
by your authority, I prohibit Henry the fon of 
our emperor Henry, from governing the Ger- 
manic kingdom, and Italy. I releafe all chri- 
ftians from their oath of allegiance to him; and 
ftridHy forbid all perfons from ferving or at- 
tending him as king." This is well known to 
be the firft inftance of a pope's pretending to 
deprive a fovereign of his crown. We have al- 
jready (eenlyewis the Debonnaire depofed by his^ 
bifliops i but there was at leaft fome colour for 
that ftep. They condemned Lewis in ap- 
pearance only to do public penaiKe ; and no 
one had ever fince the firft founding of the 
church, prefiimed to talk in the fame ftrain ^ 
Gregory. The circular letters written by thjs 
pontiff breath the fame fpirit as bis fentence of 
depofition. He there repeats feveral times^ 
** That bifhops are fuperior to kings, and made 
to judge them :" expreifions alike artful and 
prefumptuou&i and calculated for bringing in 
all the churchmen of the world to his ftandard» 

There is the greateft probability that when 

Gregory thus ^pofed his fovereign only by 

pronouncing a few words, he knew very r'lmll 

' that he had in his favour the pivil wars of Ger* 

Qiany» which began to .break out anew with 

the 
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.A« greateft fury. A bifliop of Utrecht, who* 
.jbad ij^ie^i^ jgrpatly iiiftruoiental in Gregory's- 
.con4^n^ipn, comjng tQ be {truck with a fudr 
^4e|>.andfpainful ill^efey of which he died, re.-' 
ifenf^dy it-is faid, upon his death-bed of what 
^Ife- j^^ dpiieji as ai^ ai| of facrilege. This re- 
j^eptance/^ the bHhop^. whether true or falfe, 
.ifflpofed- jigo^ the people. Thefe were no lon- 
^^r Uie tiqies >yhen Germany was united under 
rjthe :Pi&o'5, ...Hqiry faw himfelf furrounded 
^flf^r,Spires ^^y^the 4rmy o( rfie confederates,- 
f jw)|Q av^i^ed t^emfel^e^ .^i the pope'a bull . The 
j(5^dal government which then prevailed in Ger.- 
.niany, naturally produced fuch' kind of rcvo- 
^Jfjtions, , Ea^rh German prince was jealous of 
the imperial power, as the higher nobility of 
France we^e of t;heir king^ The flame -of 
.civilwarftill lay fn^athering,,.and a bull properly' 
darted was, fufficient to fet it into a blaze.^ 

The cop federate princes granted Henry h^s- 
liberty, only on condition that he fhoiila livc- 
.as a, private -jjerfonj and under fentence of ex- 
. communication at Spires,, without exercifmg. 
.any function eithe;r_of a chriffian or a king, 
:till the pope came toprefii^eata diet of princes 
. ^and bilhops, to be.a{tembled at Augiburg, and 
,by whom he was to be tried. 

It is certain that thofe pjinces who had a 
right to chufe the emperor, .had aright to de- 
. pofe him ; but to make the pope prefident pf 
.the council appointed for trying him, was in' 
fad to acknowledge the pontiff as the fupremie 
judge of both emperor aiid empire. This was 
.the viftory of Gregory and of the popedom ; and 
.Henry, reduced to thefe extremities, ilill added* 
to^the triumph. 
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Willing to prevent thi$ fatal tiwTit^At^ 
1)urg, he toolp an unheard of refolution, in fiMk 
"denly palling the. Alps at Tirol^ with itfeilirda- 
meftics, to prefeni In^ifeff to aik abft>iutk>ii4iif 
the pope. Gregory was then witJi fhe^ cotJw^tcfe 
Matilda in the toi^n of Ganofa^. flic teniiUxt 
Canuiiuhiy on ttie Appennxne mountains, tie^r 
Rheggio, a fDttrefs in tbefe times deemed im^ 
pregnable. This emperor, fo eel Arated for hh 
viaories, prefcnts hlmfelf at,the gates of -flte 
fortrefs without either guar^ or 2^ttdiidfai)tt« 
They ftofq^d him in the inncrtoart,ftr}pt>e^ hi^ 
of hfs cloaths, and put him 'on an hiirclodl. 
In this condition, and barefooted, he was fuf- 
fered to remain in- the court,* though 

K>77 it was then the month of January. 
They afterwards made him faft three 
days before he was admitted to kifs the pope^ 
feet, who all that time was fliut up with the 
countefs Matilda, whofe fpiritual difefitor he 
had long been. It is not at all farpriilng [that 
this pope's enen^tiesihould have sefleded upon 
him for his conduct with regard to the coun- 
'tcfs. It IS true he was an old man of fcycnty- 
t wo years of age -, Vut then he was a /piritual 
dire^r, and Matilda was a weak young wb^ 
man» The devout language which we nnd in 
the pope's letters to this princefs compared 
with the violence of his aqibitron, might tempt 
one to believe that he madb ufc of religion for 
^ mafk to all his paffions : but, on the ofhec 
tandj'wehave not a fingle fad or ckcumftance 
to authprife fuch fufpicions. The hypocritical 
debauchee has neither the fettled enthufiafm 
nor the intrepid zeal of Gregory, whofe great 
aufterity made him fo very dangerous* 

At 
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At length the emperor was permitted to' 
iKrow hhnfelf at the poutifPs feet j who deigned 
to grant him abfolution, but not tiH he had 
fwoin to waitf for his folemn decifion at the diet 
of Augflnirg, and to be perfcftly obedient to* 
'him in aH tning». Some bifhops and German- 
fords of the emperor's party made the fame fub* 
miilion. Gregory, then looking upon himfelf,. 
and not M|ithout reafon, as the ford and mafter 
of all the crowned heads of the earth, faid in 
feveral of his letters, ** That it was his duty 
to puff down the pride of kings/' 

The people of Lombardy, who ffill held out- 
•fbr the emperor, were fo incenfed at his mean 
fubmiffion, that they were upon the point of 
defertirig him. Gregory, was more hated by 
them than even in Germany. Happily for the- 
emperor their deteftation of the pope's arro^ 
gance overbalanced their indignation at his 
meannefs. Henry turned this to his advantage ; 
and, by, a change of fortune hitherto unfcnowj^ 
to the German emperors, he miet with a ftrong 
p^rty in Italy, when he was abandoned in Ger- 
many. All Lombardy took up arms againfl: 
the pope, while he on his fide was raifmg alE 
Germany againft the emperor. 

On the one hand the pope made ufe of every' 
irt to get another emperor dqdled in Germany,, 
aijd Henry left nothing undone to perfuade the^^ 
Italians to chufe,another pope. The 
Germans chofe Rodolph, duke of Sua* 1078 
bia ; upon v^ich Gregory wrote word, 
that he would determine between Henry an J 
jKodotphr and give the crown to him who 
would fliew the moft fubmiflion to his authority,. 
Henry however trufted mere to his troops,, thaa^ 
ft^' t<y 
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to thetlecifion of the holy fadier ; but meeting 
with feme. ill fuccefles, the pope growing more 
infolenty excommunicated him afecond time> in 
1680. ^' I deprive Henry of his crown, fays he» 
and beftow the empire of Germany en Rodolph :f^ 
and to make the world believe that he really 
bad the difpofal.of empires, he made a prefent ta 
Rodolph of a golden crown on which this verift 
was engraved: p , . 

Petra dedit fetroy Petrus diadema Rcdolpho. 

<* The rock gave Peter the crown, and Peter 
gives it to Rodolph," j- 

This verfe at once contains a wretched pun, 
and an aifefbtion of haughtinefs, which were 
equally the tafte of thofe times. 

In the mean time Henry's party beg;an to* . 
gather. ft rength in Germany; and this very 
prince, who clad iti haircloth and barefooted,, 
had waited three days at the miercy of one whom 
he looked upon as his fubjefl, now took two 
refolutions which were more noble. One was 
tp depofe the pope, and the other to give battle 
to hiis competitor. Accordingly he 

.1080 aflembled about twenty bifhops at 
Brixen, in the county of Tirol, who, 
a£ling at the (ametjme for the prelates of Lorn- 
bardy, proceeded to excommunicate and depofe 
Gregory VIL . " for being a fupporter of 
tyrants- and aa encourager of fiaiony,,facrilege, 
and magic.*' After this they proceeded to the 
ele£Hon of a new pope, and. chofe Guibert,- 
^rchbifhop of Ravenna; and while this new 
pope haftens into Lombardy, to ftir up thepeo- 
pie againft Gregory, Henry,, at the' bead of 
an army, marches againft his rival Rodolph^ 
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Wafr k excefs af enthuiiafm^ or wh^t W€ call a 
pious fraudy^at induced G^gory at that tiitl^* 
to prophecy that Henry would be defeated an4 
flaiii in this war ? ^^ I am not pope, fays he ift 
his letter to the Germ^n^ bifliops of his party^ 
if this do«s not fall out before. St. Peter's day*i* 
Every one in hi^ right fenfes knows ihsLt ii;kon^ 
but a fool or an impoftor would pretend to foretd 
what is to come : but let -us coniider the erroii^ 
which at that time had pofTei&on of the minc^ 
of mankind* The learned in all ages have, 
been addicted to judicial aftrplpgy* Gregory 
was reproached with hsn^ing put faith in the 
predidlions of aflrologers y and the a£t of depo^ 
. iition made againft him at Brixen fays, ^^ Th^it 
he dealt in divinations, and interpreting dceamsj'^ 
and on this foundation they accufed him of 
magic : he has likewife been called an impoftor^ 
on account of his falfe and odd kind of prer 
di£lion above-mentioned, whilft perhaps h« 
was at the word but a credulous man. 
^ This prediftion of his, however, fell upoa 
his own creature Rodolph, whom he was f^r 
proud of having made an emperor, he being, 
defeated and afterwards flain by Godfrey of 
Bouillon, nephewto^the CO unj:efs Ma- 
tilda, and the fame who made the jloSo.. 
conqueft of Jerufalem. Who would 
imagine that the pope (hould then, inftead.of 
making advances to Henry, write to the G«r* 
man bifhops, ** That they, fliould proceed to 
the ele.<9:ion of a new emperor, on conditio^ of 
his yielding homage to the pope, and acknow- 
ledging himfelf his vaflal ?" Thefe Jetters plain-^ 
ly mew, that there was ftill a very powerful 
jgjrty^;agaiiifl: Henry in Germany, 

At 
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At this very time it was^ that Ae pope ot- 
tered his l«g^e» m France to <lemaiida ytBrlj 
tribute of a fflver denier for every houfe^ im 
dike manner as- was done in England. 

Spain was treated m a ftUI more defpotic man* 
Ber by him;* for he pretended to be lord pa* 
amount of the whole kt»gdom, and &ys in 
^is 1 6th epiftie,. <^ That it is mttch better it 
4iouId belong to die Saracens than not do ho--' 
4nage to the hoJy fee/' 

^ Rewrote thus toSolomonyking of Hungary^ 
ti country which had at that time hardly cm- 
traced Chriftianity : **^ You may learn frorfv 
-the elders of your country that the kingdom o>f 
^Hungary belongs to the diurch of kome.*^ 

. Enterprizcs of this nature, however rafli- 
they may feem to us, are always the neceflary 
. confequences of the feigning opinions of the • 
timed; and undoubtedly the ignorance whidi< 
torevailed in thefe ages made it the general be-* 
lief that the chwrch was the miftrcfs of king- 
doms, or the pope woiild never have ventured 
to write always in this ftile. 

His inflexibility towards lienry was not like-^ 
wife without foundation. Ht had gained fuch 
an afcendancy over the countefi Kfatilda, that, 
file made an authentic donation of her territo- 
ries to the holy fee, only referving the enjoy- 
ment of them for her natural life. It is not 
known whether this conceffion was made by a 
public ad, or ^ a private deed between the- 
two parties. The cuftom at that time was». 
when any one made a donation of their goods 
0r territories to the church, to place a lump of 
«arth upon the altar; and, inftead of a deed^. 
there were witneflEbs prefent oa both fides* It 
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-h faM ths^ Matifda madtf twd i^eral donatKms 
cf her efiedk to the fee of Rome*. 

The'Valiaity ctf* this donatioft, confirmeii af* 

terwards by her vvill, was ncv«r ^ifp^ted bv h«r 

nephew Henrjr, and ftill tefrnaim the mbft au^ 

thentic tkir <a any clairiicd by Ae popes; bat 

yet this very tJtle proved a fre& fiibjeft 6£ 

dilpute. The countefspoilefled Tufcany, Mah«^ 

tua, Parma, Rheggio, FlicentSa, Ferrara, Mo- 

'^ena, a part of Uaibria, and the dutchy of Spo«» 

'feto^ Verona, altt^oft the whole of whajr is no^ 

-cdlerf St* Petef^s Patrimony, reaching fro» 

^ Viterbo as for as Orvieto, together with a patt 

of the marche of Ancofta- 

Henry 1II» bad given this marche of Aneona^ 
to the popes; bat nowever this did not prevent 
•the countefs Matilda's mother from taking pof- 
^effion of the towns which (he thought of right 
'belonged to her. It fecms as if Matilda was 
defirous of making reparation after her death 
for the injury fhe had done to.the holy fee dui?- 
ing her life-time: but it was not in her power 
to give away the unalienable fiefs ; and the em- 
perors pretended that her whole patrimony was 
a fief belonging to the empire. Therefore this 
'was in eflfeft leaving territories to be conquered,, 
and making a legacy of continual wars. Hen- 
ry IV. as heir, and lord paramount, looked 
'upon this donation as an abfolute violation of 
the rights of the empire : however, in the end,, 
he was obliged to yield a part of thofe tcrrito-^ 
lies to the YuAy f(?e. '' 

Henry ftill continuing his ven- 1083 
geance, dame at length before Rome, 
and laid fiege to it ; and made himfelf matter 
of the part of the towa on this fide the Tiber,. 
- called 
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^called the Leo^io^jrbut w^jle.,h^..3y^4^inff-^ 
iiacing the pope, he entered into, association' 
.•with the citizens^ and gained^Qver the. princi^ 
-pal ones to his. party by moiiey.. The people 
. threw them<e|ves at Gregory's /eet, befeeching; 
hmi to av^rt t}ie miferies of a iie^e, . by majL^og. 
conceffions to the emperor. The intr^^ pon- 
tiff replied, that the emperor miift do penance 
once more, if be expeSed abfolution. ' * . * 
The' fiege proved a Jong onej for. Ijenrj 
cjo.uld not carry it on <;onftantly. in jper^fon^ ,\)^ 
.*ing obliged to pafs over.intp Germany to pi^t 
.a ft9p tp fome infurrediop$ there:, but ^t 
' ' ' length he toak the city. by aflault. It 
. 1083- is very Angular^ that the emperors 
. .. , n had made themfelves fo. often maftc^ 
of Rome, and yet never chofe to'refide there. 
..Gregory, how^everj was not yet taken, havr 
ing retired into the caftle, of St.^^njgelo, from 
whence he defied and excommunicated his conr 
queror, 

Rome fmapted feverely for the refolutenefs of 
her pontiff. Robert Guifcard, duke of Apulia, 
one of thofe famous Normans of whom I hav« 
already fpoken, took advantage of the empe- 
ror's abfence to come to the pope's relief j but 
at the fame time he plundered Rome ; ai^d that 
unhappy city was ravaged at once by the imperial 
troops, who kept the pope befieged, and by the 
Neapolitans, who came to deliver him.- Gre^ 

fory VII. died fome time afterwards* at Salerno,* 
lay 24, 1085, leaving behind him a> me^ 
mory dear and refpe<Sied by. the Romaa clergy, 
who iiiherited his pride, but detefted by the em*- 
,perors- and by every good citizen who refle(9i 
vpon the fatal effeds of bis inflexible.^mbition« 

' Th^' 
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The church, of whofc caufe he wgs at <?Acf 
the revenger and the vi^Um, have placed hini 
among their faints, in the fame manrier as thf 
ancient nations were wont to deify their pro^ 
tedlors and defenders. 

The countefs Matilda, having loft Grer 
cory, foon after married the young prince 
Guelph, fon to Guelph duke of Bavaria : flvf 
now faw all the folly of her late donation ; Ihe 
was about forty-two years of age, and- might 

}ret have had children, who muft have been 
eft heirs to a civil war. 

The death of Gregory did not however ex- 
tinguifh the flames which his ambition had raif- 
ed. His fucceffors would not fubmit their elec- 
tions . to the approbation of the emperors ; the 
church being fo far from thinking of paying 
homage, that (he exacted it of every one; 
and an emperor, when excommunicated, was 
no longer looked upon as a human being. A 
monk, abbot of Mount Cailin, was chofen 
fucceflbr to the monk Hildcbran% and in eveiy 
thing refembled him, but his reign was very 
fhort J and he was fucceeded by Urban II. a 
Frenchman, born of mean extra<3:ion, who 
held the fee for eleven years, and was another 
implacable enemy to the emperor. . 

It is dear to me, that the true foundation i^f 
thefe difputes was, that the popes and the Rq- 
man people were pot for having any emperors 
of Rome, and the pretence they made ufe of 
as an holy one, was/ that the popes, as guar- 
dians of the rights of the church, could not 
fuffer fecular princes to perform the invcftitufc 
of bifhops with. the crofici and ring, it is cer- 
tain, that . t^e bifcojjs were , fubjefts tQ thdr 
' ^ " ■ . ' princes. 
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(riik:^5 '^^ received their rights from them; 
And therefore owed them a homage for the ter- 
Storks they heW by their bounty. The em- 
perors and kings dia not pretend to confer the 
gift of the holy fpirit, but they ej^fted ho* 
mage for the temporalities they conferred. The 
formality of the crofier and ring was only an 
Bccidental part of the principal point ; but it 
happened here, a^ it does in almoft all difputes^ 
that the foundation ^as negleded, and they 
laid the whole ftrefe upon an indifferent ce- 
remony. 

Henry IV. conftantly excommunicated, and 
perfecuted on this pretence by every pope in his 
time, experienced all the miferies that civil or 
religious wars could produce. Urban 11. ftirred 
up his own fon Conrad againft him, and, after 
the death of this unnatural fon, his brother, 
who was afterwards Henry V. made war againft 
his father. This was the fecond time fince 
Charlemagne, that the popes had armed the 
hands of children againft their parents. 

Henry IV. betrayed by his fon Henry, as 
Lewis the Del^onnaire had been by 

XIO§ his children, wAs (hut up in Mentz; 

whither two legates came from the 

pope to depofe him; and two deputies fent frofti 

the diet by hi? fon-, divefted him of the impe- 

•jtial robes. 

' Soon after having made hi9 efcape from prt- 
* fon, he wandered up an^d doAvn 

Aug; 7. poor and friehdleft, and died at 

length at Liege, in a more mi- 

ferable and obfcure condition than his adver- 

fary Gregory VII. after having fo long attrac- 

teo the eyes of aH Eurdpe by bis vido- 

^ ries^ 
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rie^, his grandeur, his misfortunes, hfs vic6s» 
and his^yJrtUes. When he was upon bis dfeath- 
berf he ^riieJ Out, ** Juft God, thou wilt rc^ 
Venge nie on this parricide," It has been be- 
treved in all ages, that God hears the curfes of 
the dyirtg, and cfpecially thoft of parents : an 
error which would be ufeful and deferving of 
refpecft, did it prove the means of putting a ftop 
to crime*. But another ferror has prevailed 
more generally among us, namely,* that of 
believing all excommunicated perfons to be 
damned.. Henry^s Ton put the finifliing flroke 
to his unnatural hypocrify and impiety, by cauf- 
ing his father's body, under a fhocking pretence 
to ^religious fcruples, to be taken out of the 
grave where it was buried, in the cathedral- 
church of Liege, and carried to a cave ia 
Spires. 

CHAP. XXXVIL 

Of the Emperor HtetJUY V. and of Rome, ^till 
the Time of Frbderick L called Barsa- 

ROSSA. " - 

^•^HIS Henry V. -who, arme* with tbr popeV 
' bull, liad dethroned hi^ father, and afte?- 
;Watds dug him but oIf his ^rave, maintained 
tlie feme prerogatives as his father^ agai;tft' tlte 
thurch, as ft>on as he came to be in poHeffiotE 
of the empire. 

The popes had already found out the* fecret 

of fbeltering thcmfelves againft the eflnpe^otst 

't(ndfer the kings of France. It is true,, the pre-^ 

tenfioi)9^ 
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tenfions of the fee of Rome ftruck a.t the au-r 
tbority of all fovereigns ; but then the popef 
kne^y how to manage by treati; s thofc whom 
they infultcd by their bulls. The kings of 
France had no pretenfions upon Rome, and 
were only jealous of the Germans, who 
were their neighbours j this made them there- 
fore natural allies to the popes. On this a€7 
count, Pafchal II. went to France to implore 
the affiftance of Philip L in which he was af- 
terwards imitated by many of his fucceflbrsi 
The pope, notwithftanding the territories which 
the fee of Rome poffefled, the pretended dona*- 
tions of the emperors Pepin and Charlemagne^ 
and the real one of the <:ountefs Matilda, wa^ 
not yet become a powerful prince; almoft every 
foot of thefe territories were either contefted 
Tiini, or in the aftual pofieffion of others. The 
emperor, not without reafon, maintained that 
Matilda's territories ought to revert to him a^ a 
fief of the empire ; fo that the popes were' en- 
gaged both in a fpiritual and temporal quarrel. 
Pafcl^d II. could obtain nothing more of king 
. • ' Philip than-.a permiflion to bold'ia 
.1107 council at Troyes, the French go- 
vernment being then too weak, ^and 
too much divided to afTift him with troops. 
• Henry V^. bawwng^ after a ihort war^ q^iv 
cluded.a treaty^with the Poles, found means to 
-engage the princes of the empire in the fupi^ofC 
.^fms rights J and thofc very princes who ha^ 
.aiTiflea him to dethrjone his father, in compli- 
ance with the pope's bulls, now joined wit)i 
him to C4Uiie thoie bulls to foe aiinulkd in 
JS.ome. - . : ' ,) 



Digitized by CjOOQIC . 



ANP OF ROME. ' It 

Upon this he piaffed the Alps with 
a powerful army j and Rome was 
once more drenched in blood for this quarrel oF 
the crofier and the ring. Treaties, perjuries! 
excommunications, and murders, followed 
each other in rapid fuccefEon. Pafchal hav- 
ing folemnly given up the inveftitures in 
the emperor's favour, and ratified it on the 
holy gofpels, made the cardinals afterwards 
'abrogate his oath, a new manner of breaking 
a promife ; and fuffered himfelf to be treat- 
ed m fu'H council- as a coward, and a prevari- 
cator, \n order to be compelled to refume what 
he had fo folemnly given. This occaftoned 
the emperor to make a fecond expedition againft 
Rome; for 'the 'German Caefars fcarcely ever 
'went thither but upon eccleiiaftical difputes, 
the principal "of' which was about the ceremony 
of the coronation.- At length Henry V. after 
having created, depofed, baniihed, and recalled 
ieveraT popes^ and naving been as often excom- 
municated as his father, and like him diAurbed 
by his great vafTals in Germany, was 
obliged to put an end to the war about 1 122 
inveftitures, and give up the point of 
the crofier and th5 rirtg j and he gave up ftill 
. more ; for, by a folemn aft, he for ever re- 
nounced the right, which had been always 
claimed by the emperors and the kings of France, 
of nominating to vacant bifhoprics, of j at leaft, 
of interpofing their authority in fuch manner at 
the elcftionsj.as made them abfolute matters of 
the choice. 

It was determined then in a council held at 
Rome, that kings fliould no longer grant in- 
veftitures to thofe canonicaUy chofen, by giv- 
ing 



. Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9Z O F H E N R T V. 

ing a croojted ftafFy but \>y^ ring ; ^nd the n&^ 
K>{ this council were ratified by the emperor ia 
4Gqr(nany, and thus finifhed this bloodv and ridi^ 
culous war. But the fame time that tne council 
Hecidcd fo methodically the kind of iftafF with 
which bi&oprics were to be granted, they took 
^fpecial care not to touch upon the' queiHons> 
whether the emperor had a right to nominate to 
the fee of Rome ? whether the pope wa5 his vafial i 
iand whether the great poffeflions.of the countefs 
Matilda belonged to the church, or tO:the em- 
pire ? It feemed as if they kept tbeie in referve, 
^ frelh fuel for a new war. 

After the death of Henry V. who 
5 left*na iflue,.thc empire being ftill 
eleftive, was conferred by the^ votes of t^a elec- 
tors on a iprince of the houfe of Saxony, nam- 
«d Lotharius II. There were m\ich fewer 'in- 
jCrigues and quarreU about the imperial throne^ 
than about the papal chair ; for although in a 
council held by pope Nicholas II. in 10599 it 
had been decreed, that the pope Aiould beelec* 
ted by the cardinal-bifhops, yet there had been 
no^fet form 9 nor certain rule eftabliflied as yet 
in thefe eleftions. TMs^effential defedt in the 
church-government was ow:ing to aninftitution 

' in itfelf refpediabk. The primitive Chriftians, 
.who were all equally obfcure and united among 
themfelves, by the fear of the magiflrates, go- 
verned in fecret their humble and holy fociety 

^ ty a plurality of voices. Riches having in pro- 
cefs of time fucceeded to their original indi- 
gence, nothing remained of the primitive church 
but this popular liberty, which fometimes grew 
into licenUoufnefs. The cardinals, bifhops» 
priefts, and clergy who compofed the pope's 

coun- 
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council, had a gres^ ihare in the dedion ; but 
the reft of the clergy wantedlikewife to enjoy 
their ancient right } the people too looked up-f 
on their fuffrages as neceflary j ^nd the empe-« 
rors thought, that all thefe votes put together 
fignified nothing without their aflent, 
. Peter of Leon, grandfon of a wealthy 
Jew, was elc<aed byoncfaiftion, and' "3^ 
Innocent 0. by another. This occafioned z 
new civil war j the. Jew's fon, as being the 
richeft, kept pofieffion of Rome, and was pro* 
tested by Roger king of Sicily*; his compe-> 
titor bci^g more artful, and more fortunate, 
was acknowledged in France and Germany* 

And here occurs an hiftprical fad: which 19 
by no meaas to be p^d over. This Inno« 
cent 11. ia.Qrdier to gain the emptor '$ fufFrage, 
yields to him aad his children the ufi^fru£i of 
fill the territories of the late counted Matilda, 
by a deed dated the 13th of June 1 133. At 
length Peter, whon^ they called the JewifH 
pope, dying, after ^ reign of eight years. In-* 
nocent il. jremained in quiet pofleilion of th^ 
fee of Rome $ and there followed a truce of 
fome years between the emperor slnd pontificate^' 
the madnefs after crufades, which was then at 
its height, drawing the minds- of people ano- 
ther way. 

Rome however was not yet quiet. The an- 
tient love of liberty continued from time to 
time to ihew itfelf : feveral cities of Italy had 
taken advantage of the troubles to form them* 
felves into republics i thefe were Florence, Si- 
enna, Bologna, Milan, and Pavia. They had 

* Sec Chap, xxxi, 

before 
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fjefore their eyes the great examples of Genoa^ 
Venice, and Pifa; and Rome ftrll remembered 
that (he had been the city of the great Scipios^ 
The people reflorcd the ihadow of a fenate^ 
\vhich the cardinals liad abolifhed, and c^reated 
a patrician in the room of two conflils. This 

^ew fetiate fignified to pope Lucias IL 
1144 that the fovercfignty tehded in the 

people of Rome; and that the bifliop 
bughtto concern himfelfonly about the church. 

• The members who compofed this fenate hav- 
ing entrenched themfelves in thecapitol, pope 
Lucius befieged them there in perfon ; but was 
wounded iu the head with a ftone, of which he 
aied in a few days. 

• At this time Arnold of Brefcia, one of thofe 
enthufiaftic perfons who are dangerous to them* 
felves and to the reft of mankind, went from 
town to town preaching againft the exorbitant 
riches and luxury of the clergy : he at length 
came to Rome, where he found the minds of 
the people difpofed to Irften to him 5 he had 
conceived the idle notion of reforming the 
popes, and contributing to make the church of 
Rome free. Eugene III. formerly a monk of 
Citteaux, and of Clervaux, was at tliat time 
pope. To this pope St. Bernard thus writes : 
•' Beware of the Rornans, they are hateful to 
heaven and earth, impious towards God, and 
feditious among themfelves : jealous of their 
neighbours, and cruel towards ftrangers : they 
love no one, nor are they beloved of any one 5 
Sind, defirous of making the world fear them, 
they are afraid of all the ^orld,. &c." If we 
compare thefe antithefes of St. Bernard with 
the lives of many of the popes, we iball readily 

excuse 
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^cufe a people, who, tearing the narticoB 
Homans, endeavoured to have no nnafter. ^^ 
- Pope Eugene III. had the addrefs to bring . 
thefe people back, to bis y«ke, who had been* 
accuftortied to that of fo many others. But^ 
Aroold of Brefcia, in reward for his preach-, 
ings, was burnt at Rome during the papacy of 
Adrian IV, and thus met with tKe.ufual fate of" 
reformers, who have more indifcrction than 
power, • 

I think I ought to obferv^, , {n this place, 
diat Adrian IV. who was an Englishman by 
birth J, arrived to this pitch of grandeur from 
the moft abjeft of all conditions. . He was the 
fon of a beggar, and had been a beggar himfelf, 
Arolling about from country to country before he 
Could obtain favour to be received as a fervant 
among the monks of Valence inDauphiny; 
and from thefe low beginnings he raifed him- 
felf to be pope. 

Our fentimentts generally tally with our prc- 
fent fortunes. This Adrian was fo much the 
Biore haughty^as he arofe from the moft • abjeA* 
condition. The Romifh church has always 
had the advantage of giving that to merit which 
in 'other countries is given only to birth ; and 
it may even be obferved, that thofc among the 
popes who have (hewn the moft haughtinefs^ 
were they who raifed themfelves from the 

• % His real name ^as Nicholas BreaRfpcarc/born in the 
farm of Langley, belonging to the abbey of St. Alban's^ in 
v^hich Iiis. father was a fervant and lay-brother. Nicholas, 
going to Aries in Provence, was iidmitted in quality of (et^ 
-vant to the canons of St. Kufus, where he became a monk, 
iind in the feqtiel wag rai^d to the rank of abbot^ and.ge« 
serai of the order* 

Vol. IL C .. jneaneft 
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mi^Mft beghmings. There are at jmfoiit^oii^, 
Wnts in Germanyy where they admit none buti 
l^erfbAs of noble birth : the Roman Ipir it has 
tpare grahdcur, and Wfs vwity. 

CHAP. XX3CVHI. 

Of F&EOExicK Barbakossa. 

• 

ylrat^ A '^ ^^ ^"^ reigned in Germany 
^ Jl\ Frederick I. named Barbaroffa„ 
who wa$ Se&.Qd after the death of his uncle 
Conrad IIL not only by the German ele£tor$^' 
but by the Lombards likewife, who on this oc-> 
cafion gave their votes. Frederick was a princ^ 
tn all refpefb equal to Otho and Charlemagne**^ . 
Re was obliged to go to Rome to take the im*, 
perial crown, which the popes beftowed botht 
withhaughtinefs^and'regret, wanting to crown 
bim as a vaflal, and vexed to receive him as a 
mafter. This ambl|uottS fituation of the pqpesn' 
(he emperors, the Roman people, andthe prin-. 
<;ipal towns of Italy, always occailoned the ef-. 
fufion of Uood at every coronation of. a new. 
emperor. It was the cuftom, tb^t whei\ 
the emperor dr^w ;Bear to Rome in prdeir 
io be crowned, the pope entrenched ^inii^l^ 
the people flood ujjon tbejr ^uar4> mA all 
Italy was up in arm?. The emperor then pcp* 
mifed that he would attempt nothing againft 
the life, the perfon, nor the honoiir of the 
pope, the cardinals, nor the TOgiftrates. A 
knight, completely armed, tpok.tibis os^th Hppa 
the crofs, in the name of Frederick.. The 

4Jope 
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Of FsJI>EU£k BiUL3AltOS3A« 'if 

pope tHen wci^t to meet tbe rmperor fotne 
mlUsftom tLomci die Roman ceremonisd re« 
^ireji that. die emperor fbould proflFateJiimfelf 
before.the pope and kift his feet, hold his ftir'- 
f ap, and lead thcholy father's white palfrey hj 
the bridle the diftance of nine* Roman pacc^s^ 
It was not dius, however^ that the popes ufed 
io receive Charlemagne. Frederick IcxJced upoa 
tills ceremony as an iiifult,.at|d refufed to (ybmit 
to it.: upon diis rafiifal ail ^ cardinals fled, as 
if thi$ prince had beesi gitiltj^ of a facrilege, 
which was the iigoal of a civil war.1 But tii^ 
Koman chancery, whkh kept a regifter of every 
thing of .this kind, made him i&nfible that hii 
firedeceflbrs had always complied with thefece^ 
femonies. I qu^ftion whether any oth^ em«> 
i)eror but Iiodiarius II. fucceflbr to HenryV. 
iad led the pope's horfe by the bridle. Thfe 
ceremony of kJffing his fee^ which was the 
4^abliihed cuftom, did not hurt Frederick's 
|>rttfe; bat' he could not bear that of holding 
the fiirrup aadthe^ bridle, looking upon it as 
im innovation* However, his pride at length 
dlgefled^theTe two fiippofed affronts, which he 
conftrued only as empQr marks of chriftian 
l^umility^ but which the court of Rome reo- 
kocedaSjpcoofs of real fubjeftion. / ^ 

The deputies of the, Roman pepplc were 
:gnDWii lb infolent,' fince almoA all the other ci« 
tics .of. Italy hwH cung the alarm of liberty, tha^ , 
ihey wanted to ftipulate on their fide with thp 
^emperor I but upon beginning their harrangue 
in' thefe terms : ** Gr^at king, we have made 
you our fellow-citizen and our prince,^ of a fo- 
reigner that you was before,'* The emperor, 
^^^fied out widi fuch repeated infolencies, 
C 2 filenced 
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^ Of '^Fsitpc&ifk :Ba&b Altl> &s A? 

ilkflced thera^ and told them in plain terms ! 
*' RotnQ< is no longer what fee was ; nor is it . 
jtrue that it is you who have called me to be 
your prince. Charlemagne and Qtho conquer- 
-ed you by their valoiir, and I am your rhaflref 
by right of pofleffioa." : With thefe -words ' he 
feot them back^ and wa's inaugurate- 
June .18, ed without the walls of the city hf 

1155* the pope, who. put the fccptre intd 
bis haxid^ and the crown on his:head. 

At that time they knew fo little of what the- 
empire really was,^^ and their feveral pretenfions 
•were fo contradiftory to, each other, that'on 
ithe ojtiQ hand the Roman people mutinied, and 
there was a great deal of blood fpilt, becaufe 
^he pope had crowned the emperor without the 
confent of the fenate and the people ; and on 
theotber hand, pope Adrian, by all his letters, 
ckclared that he )iad. conferred the benefide of 
the Romap empire on Frederick ; '« ^meficium 
. imperii R^mani ;'* thb word beneficium literally 
Signified a fief. Moreover, he . pubKcly exhi- 
bited in Rome a.pi(3ure of the emperor Lotha- , 
4"ius II. on his knees before pope Alexander IL 
holding both bis hands joined, between thofe of 
the pontiff, which wa$ the diftinguilhing mark 
of vafTalage \ .and on. it was this inicription : 

R£x venit ante for es^ juraiis, prius urhis honores : 
Po/t homo fit papa^ fumit quo dantt coronam. 

*' The king appears at the gate and fweavs -to 
maintain the. honour of Rome, and he«bc* 
comes the pope*s vaffal, w^xo grants )xm the 
crown." ' ., - ^' f 

' ; h, Fredc* 
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Of Ffi.£D£&ICk BARBAft.6$SA^' ig. 

Frederick, who. was* then' at Biefanfon*^ 
bearing thefe)procef dings, and hstvbig expref-- 
fed hisidifpleifureat tbeiti, a cafdms^l t\ien pre-' 
fent made anfwer, " Of whom thfen does heT 
hold di€* empire but of the pope .^- Otho, counti 
Palatine, was fo enraged at thrs infotent fpeech^ 
that he was very near running him through the 
body with the imperial fword^ whith he held iff 
bis hand; The cardinal immqditit^ty -Hedy aftd 
the pope entered into a treaty. nTheGcfrtttan* 
at that time cut all dtfputcs fliort with the fv^ordji; 
and ■ the cowt of Rome flieltered kfelf iti • the 
ambiguity of its expreffions^ 
- Roger, conqueror of the MuiTuImans in Si-* 
cily^ andi of the Chriftians in Naples, had ob^ 
tained'the inveftiture of thofe countries by tif- 
fing the feet of popo Uirban II. who l-edvicfetf 
thefervice or: .duty to. fix hundred^ g<^ bsjanti 
CT fquifatet^ acoia^ in value about; a'j)iK<>U'^ 
Pope Adriiah IV; when bclieged by'-Wiffiam Ift 
1 156, gave up" to him feveral ecclefiaftical pre- 
tenfions^ He even confented, that this ifiand 
fhould never have any legate,, nor be fubjedt ta» 
^3x appeal to lihe'iee (rf^Ro(ne» except wHen the 
kinft ^leafed. "JEyefr Snce which thxiei thr kingsT 
of Sicily^ though the .only princes that ar^ vaf^ 
ials of the pope, are as irwere popes tbemielve» 
in that iiknd. The Roman pontiffs, thus ador* 
ed and abi^d, fomewhat refembled, if I ma/ 
dare ufe the expreffibn, the idols which the In- 
dians heat tO'obtain favours.fron^ thenl.: 

Adrian howBver fully revenged himfeJf:i|pojf 

-— — — ' : — '-^—^ r^^ A, ^ ; — 

• ♦ In ttie Franche Copit6, as it, is now called, a partoftbe 
kingdom ef Bar^fidj, vrlnidi had deYohed io fr^ciclc 

Iqr n»cri»gi» . . • - * ' * / 

. . C 3 othci 
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JO Of Fnf DmciiC BAM^AKOkiAi 

9tfaer Icings who fbkxl inr ncM of fikri « ffe 
wrote thus to^ king Hennr II. of Eng^tsil i 
^ Tfaece ia ik> doubt, abd yoa ktio^ it ^ery 
we)I» that Iitland, and alli^e Hbnds #ho hsre 
received the fittth, ap^itim to the chateh of 
Rome : notr, If jbu want to take pollbffidn of 
that iiland> in 6i<der to banift vke frtm* thtiiee^ 
to eiiforct ta'bbfervaace of ^e laws, and widi 
M intent of paying the yezxlj tribute of Sc« 
Pcter*8 penny for evenr houk, we with pteafortf 
grant you your requeft." ' 
• If J may be allowed to make ibme rtfie&ions 
in this hiftoricai e&y of tl|ie worlds I camiot 
help <Aferving that k is very firangely'iovern- 
cd*. An "Et^lttk beggar, become bimop' of 
Rome, beftowa Irthth^ hj his own aiithiaaief^ 
pn a man who wants to umrp It; The popei 
ttad carried dmlnore than one war about tiienl<» 
Yeft^iire by. the crofier and iing ; and Adriaa 
lends Henry H. a ring as a mark of ^ ibv^Bfti^ 
ture of Lieland. K a king had given a ring %p^ 
6n conferring a pitbendary^ he would haf^beett 
guilty ^fad-ilege^ 

The intrepid aaivitycrf' fnideikk Batfaaro& 
. was but barsly able toftfidiie^lthe'popdff wlwi^ 
difputed the onpire/ Rome who rdided Cb ^q^* 
knowledge a mafter^ and aH the cities of ItiiSy 
who flood up for their liberty* He had lit the 
iame time the BohemhmB to repxtkj wto had 
mutinied againft him, and tUe Fobes with wton* 
he was at war; yet all thisdid he etfe£t Hm 
eon<|ttered Poland, and ereftedit inia a tribu- 
tary kingdom* . He quelled the tu--. 
1 158 mults in 9oheinia9 which had already. 
l)een erected into a kir^Ofn by Hen-* 
fy tV. in 10S6 1 and it is iatd that thtiking ojF 

Dca- 
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DemnariK xf»od»ti fibe invtftitarc of hk domt>» 
W>As f«M» him. He fecared*thc fidelity of the 
fmces^f die empire bjr rendefk^ hknfelf for- 
«ii<bbl» to foreign liadoBS^ . and Bkw back to 
•Italyi who foujidsd herhopes of liberty on the 
<miM>les and perpkocitiea of diis prince. On 
Ilia 4Nriral he fotn^ every thin in confufioi>» 
poUL fi> much from theef&rts of .me feveral dtiea 
to^recoyer their liberty, as firom that pasty Aim 
(vrfaich, ^ I halve already obferved^ conflaoDf 
l^vevaSed at the eledlions of popes. 

Adrian IV. dying, two oppcifite ..^^ 
fa£kions tuaiubuoufly eledled the two ^'^^ 
•perfens known by the names of V i£ior IL. an^ 
AleMnd^r ilL The emperor'^ aUies Becefiarily 
-adoneiwlddged thepo^ chofen by hsn > and the 

Cinces^ wilo were^ecdous of theeaBpsror, ac- 
iOWledeed the othtv* Whjft was the fliame 
^dfc^ndal of Rome, thei^ became ithe fignai' 
^^ivffion o^er slll> Etfti^. ViSbot IL Frecb«- 
Ttck^s pefey 4iad Qennany, Bohemia, and the 
. ^ne half of Italy on bis fide : the mft fubrmtted 
to Alexander, in honour W whom the Mila** 
tiefe^ -who were avbwed enemies to. the empe^ 
eHM*, .'built the city of Alexandria.. J)n vfim Aid 
'thofe of Fiederick^s party endeavour to have it 
named Csfarea ^ the pope's nune prevafled, and 
9t was called Jlefindfia di la pagUaX^ a furname 
-which {hews the difference between this little 
•city, and others of that itame formerly built in 
•bc^our of the true AJexanden 
' Hsq>py would it have been for the age, had. 

•>fa,| - I 11 ■■■...III ■ ■■> I i ■■ *!■ ■ »■> ■■ .. 

( Or, jtlexaiMa huik rf Straw, on Account of the tRtwa* 
0tft ofitsbttildin§i«nd foitificati9iii> To denoram^d in 
fkrndoa ly theempcror Barbarofljw ^ 

C4 It 
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72t Of FUBDIRJCK BaRBAROSS^. 

'it produced no other .dlfputes ; . but Milan, f^ 
'Btt^ptibg io regain its Hbecty, was^ by tjir 
' r impciofc'fi :©pd«rs," razed to the foun- 
«;• *^ ^ w Aiignsj r'zad fait ftrcwed u^ri W 
'ruins. - "Bcefcia and\Bktentia were difmant- 
^led by the cbnqu^ror^ and the other cities 
who had afpired. . at liberty were deprived of 
their privileges.'/ But pope Alexander, . lyho 
had ftirred them all up to revolt, returned 
to Rome/after the death of his rival; and at hiA 
return renewed the civil war. Frederick cauf- 
ed another pope to be elefted, and this dying 
likewife, < he nominated a third. Then Alexr 
ander IIL fled over to France, the natural 
afylum of every pope who was an enemy to the 
emperor ; but the flames of difcord he had raif- 
«d continued to rage in their full force. The 
:cities of Italy united together in defence of 
-their liberty,. and the Milanefe rebuilt their city, 
' jn fpite of the emperor. At length the pope 
by negotiating proved ftronger than the empe- 
ror by fighting! and Frederick Barbarofla found 
•himfelf obliged to give way, Venice had the 
- honour of being the place of recon* 
1 177 ciliation. The emperor, the pope, 
. and a great number of princes and 
cardinals repaired to this city, already becom^e 
miftrefs of the fea, and one of the wonders of 
the world : the emperor there put an end to the 
difpute by acknowledging the pope, kifling his 
feet, and holding his fUrrqp on the fea-ihore. 
Alt tbc advantage was on the fide of the church, 
Frederick promifed to rjeftoce all that belonged 
to the fee of Rome ; but ftill the lands of the 
countefs Matilda. were not fo much asmention- 
f df The emperor made a truce for fix years, 
> with 
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with tl»e. cities of. Ifady.: Mihni now rebuilt^ 
widi Pavia, Brefcia, and many other tovi^sy 
Aanked the pope for^vingreftored to them that 
precious liberty for which they had been fight- 
ing ; and the holy father in k tranfport of joy 
exclaimed, *^ God has been pleafed to p^mit an 
old man, and a prieft,to^ triumph, without thir 
affiftance of arms^ovcr a powerful- and foi»^ 
jnidablei emperor/* "* 

It is very remarkable, that dunng-thefe long 
quarrels, thou^ pope Alexander had often pei^-^ 
.formed the ceret»ony of excommtinicatiing the 
^empeior^ he nfei^er went fo far as to "depofe 
him. This behaviour is not only a piroof .of 
this pontiff's great prudence, but likewire a ge-^ 
sieral condemnation of the extr'avagance of Gre^ 
goryVir. • ^ 

AH thiffgs hdng quKr.ln Itafj^ Frederick 
fet out for the holy wars, where he 
Ibft his- lite'by batWrig in "the Cyd- irgc^ • 
nus, being (eized with the feme dif- 
-«fder as t^at which Akxairder tlie Great had' 
-formiO'ly with ' gri;at diffii^lty recovered frorn^ 
•rwhesi he phiitged Kimfell^ while in afweat, inta 
•that river.' Probably this illnefs was a ptcurify.r 
• Frederick had Carried his pretenfions farther 
than any other emperor before him had done; hr 
bad cauled a d^i;ree to be mstde by the doiStors x£ 
the law at Bl)log;na, in 11584 fetting forth,' that 
'thte empiri of'the^hole worlU of right belong- 
ed td him', and itertto^ maintain the contrar3r 
was herefy. But there- was fomething moi^- 
real in the oath of aUegiahte which the fenate 
arid people of Rome fw<ye:to himiat his coroi- 
-'fiatlon, whi^ hov^ver became oinone^^eScB^ 
af«r pope Ai4mni»Mlh Jis^^ got the better 
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^QSy emperor ot Coftftantino^lev ptie bbm 
jio odier tkie ifaiit that of the MmOi of 
•Rome's hkWfci ; atid dsltaniljr Roaie vfei her 
izwyer iB ill a$>affibte. . 

As to pope Ale9cam&r, iie fitedfonr yesn 
longer in a ^brious tna:y^aSkyj ifae daislin^taf 
-Rooie, .and tf aU Italjrv >E(eieiiai£ted, ia a ht»- 
merous CQuncil, that, for th^firtixrey it fltbiiM 
'ht fufficient to ^ve two tti&ds of the cardinals 
•votes oidy, to dedare a popedbfy eledM:: am( 
-yet thk regulathm could not p^mentlkt fchtfna^ 
which were afterwaids caufed {sifmkzt^ibefatii 
inltsiykriMiafapakp 

C H AP. XXXIjEI 
Of:d)e Empam Htvxif VL iaA of Roitf«« 

s^f*M{£ difpittes beti;(^eii Rome 4^dth&jM»- 
JL pire flUl t:Q|Uintied to fdl^^ wttli n 

greater or^efe dfegree ^ :)i$UMii|tif«- 
J191 Writers tell tis, <3iat wtenBei^^I. 

fan to the eihfJeroft Frederick* mS>^ 
foffi^ kiteeled dowti to receive ihs impniaf 
wowA dt d^ hands of otd tpope CcdeftiM HL 
ivho was upwards of rei^nlY> iteit baii<^i^ 
•pontid^ with a flxoke odf his -IboU Ucked 'Ite 
crown off At emperorhi hcaA* Thi$ is a^eiy 
rhaprobahle &d ; hut itio encHigh that it pinm 
credit, to fiiew to what length partirammkofitiot 
^ere carried. If the pope had realty behaved in 

■ II Hi ll III ml II I m ill I t| i iii y i mi l \\ i4mmttmmmmm^ 
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Ifais drniiav^ it tvould ktye becb en^ 



fiut. the ennraing. 4>f Htorf VI. furftiflie^ 
«iaMn «f ftr groftter concera. Tbb poAce 
4iQuxtcd to have poftffion.<»f the two fikiiies^; 
«nd, ki Older to jobtaia it» coodefceoddU 
tboup^ aa.eo^yerory to rrcmme firom «the pope 
the in^eAiture of thoib verf ftates vMch hM 
vti^uuMf paid homage to. the empife, and oT 
yriu/A he at the fiyne tioie looked upbnhimfdf 
m faereditaiy proprietor, and lord-parapaouiit^ 
Me demands of t^e pope to be jreqeived as hir 
liege«vallal, and the pope refuies him. Thr 
jlocnsDs were not vdlMng.to accent. him for ft 
fieighboury nor the Neapolitans for » mafter % 
bat be made himfelf fo in Qitte of them» . The 
{Nnnoefi, Conftance, daughter to kiiig Wil^ 
liam II. was the only one ctoiainingof the law^ 
fid line of the Norman conquerors, and Ae wa» 
married to this Henry VI. Tancred; .a baftard^ 
of that line, had been acknowkdgol king hf 
4be peofde.and th^ fee of Rome.^ The diQ>ttte 
then was, who ihould wear the crown, Tan«- 
iered>dio pofie&d k by right e£ eledUon, or 
iieiiry -who claimed in ri^ of hb wife? Tb» 
^raa to be decided by arms; and the Sicitians 'm 
vain, after the death of Tancred,,pro«. 
daiaacd his young ion : Henry's fpr* ii9|: 
euae prevailed;. and one of thfiibafefii 
•flfts diat a foreman could be guilty oi^. proveil 
4he means of his uiccefles» 
. The intvepid lung of England, RictHtrd ccmr 
-dif /rti», in retumine frcnn a crufade, was caffi 
•away near ahe. ooeA of Dalmada : he enters^ 
.tte .t^emtories trf the duke cf Auftria. 
TTiis ptincc .vi9Jjit?s the law^ of hof- ^* , 
^ C $ ' pitality^. 
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^ Or HENRY W. 

pitalky,lpacl8 the king of EnglaiidcWfth chains^ 
and afterwards fells him to the emperor, ai 
the Arabs do their ilaves. Hnuy gets a large 
fum for his ranfom {, and with this money he 
makes the cc^nqueft of the two Sicilies : he 
then caufes the body of kuigTancred to be ta* 
icen, out of his graire ; and^ by an a& of bar-- 
barity equally idle and execrable, orders the 
head to be levered from the lifelefs trunk by 
the hands of the executioner. . The young 
prince, fon to Tancred, has his eyes put out, 
is caftrated, and afterwards confined in a dun- 

feon at Coira, a town in the country of the 
Trifons. His mother and his fiftersare Aut up 
in Alface, all the friends of tbisiunha*{)py fa- 
mily, of wbatibever rank or degree, are put t^ 
tieath by toittires, - and the royal treaiures are 
•carried away into Germany* 

Thus did the kingdoms of Nai^es and Sicily 
pafs to Germans, after having been conquered 
1>y Frenchmen ; and thus did twenty provinces 
fall under the dominion of princes wbom na^^ 
^tnre had placed at diree hundred leagues di« 
ibnce from dtem : an eteiiial fuli^ed of dMcoid^ 
and a proof of the wifdom of tb^ SaUque law, a 
iaw which would be ftill more advantageous t# 
a fmall fhite than to a brge one* H^y Vh, 
was at. that time much more powerful than hia 
father Frederick BarbarofTa had beeiu ; he was 
In a manner defpotic in Germany, he was: for 
vereign of Lombardy, Naples, and Sicily, and 
lord-paramount at Rome, where he made all 
tremble. But his cruelty proved his deftrue- 
ticn; for it is faid that his own wife Conr 

X Hit ranfom was fixed in the diet of Worms, at one 
huQdred ancT fifty tboufand marks of fiWcri 

ftance> 
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A N D F R d M E -; '^ 

fiance, whofe fiimiTy he badifd ba)r1$ttroufly ex^ 
terminated, confpired a^inft the ty- • -> * 

■ rant, and took brm off by poifon** - - ' Ii9<> 

Upon the death of Henry VL the etnpire ©f 
Germany was divided. This was not the cafe 
of France ; its kings having been either prif- 
dent or fortunate enough to fettle the order of 

-fucceffion. But the imperial title affeifted by 
Germany, had proved the means of makiijg 
the crown eledive. Every bifhop, or great 
lord, had a right to give his vote* Thisrigkt 
of eleding, and bemg ele£):ed, flattered' the am- 
bition of princes, and not unfrequently caufed 
many ills to the ftate. 

Young Frederick 11. fon to^Hen- • «. 
ry VI. was but juft out of his cradle, 9^. 
when he was eleded emperor by a f^£Hon^ and 

fave the title of )Cing of the Romans to his uncle 
hilip. Another party chofc.Otho,of Saxony. 
The popes reaped an advantage fft>m thefe 

* troubles in Germany of a different nature to^ 

' what the emperors had d<»ito by thofe in Italyt 
Innocent III. the fbh of a gentleman of Ag- 

: jiani, in the neighbourhood of Rome,> built the 
edifice of that temporal power, the materials •£ 
which his predecelTors had been amaffing during 
the fpaoe of 400yea:fs.' The excommunicat- 
ing of Philip, the attempting to* dethrone young 
Frederick, the pretending to exclude for ever 

' from the throne of Gerinany and Italy, the 
faoufe of Suabia, fo odious to the popes, and 
the fitting thcmfelveaupfoi? A^ judge* of kifi^,. 
was become the common language fince the . 
time of Gregory VII. But Innocent III. did 
not flop at thefe trifling ceremonies : a fair op- 
^portunity ojBFcrcd, which he readily embraced, 

of 
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bad beeni«^ long coatdfMy wd which wm a 
part of the inheritance (Pif the fasious cowMft 



He n«w finr bimfelf acknowledged as ibv9* 
j^ign ift RMU|gnil^ Umbrifl, the Marche ^f 
zMBOBMi QrUteTfo^ aod Vite^ i In ihort, hia 
4o«umon'exte9ded from fea t9 fta. . Tlie Ro«* 
tnaos had aot carried tbdr conqmefts farther in 
At four firft ageiB of their republic^ nor were 
. thefe countries of fucb value to them as they 

• were to die popes. Innocent III. conquered 
iCV«a Rome itfelf s and the new fenate, no lon- 
ger that of Rome^ but the p#pe's, boiifpd at hj» 
npd. HeaUbaboliflaied thetitleofconfuj. The 
Romstn pjaotiis now heg/^ to b^ Jcings jndeed ^ 

:aiid ffel^ipn concum^g with the times, made 

• tibHsm Ukewife the mafters Jof kings. But -diis 
.eieat teiaperal power iii Italy was npt qf long 
t£mtibn* 

( fiiAory does not furaiih ns with anjr tbifig 
mCire kiterofting than whatpaf&d at this tifiie 
between the heads of th0 church, Ikrance, Ger- 

• itiany, and Engbnd. lEUme was ^«?a^ tbe 
'- fnafter-j^ng that gave niotion to the aiSairs ^f 
' Eurcipe. We <h«we feen ^ difpute^ between 
. ifas prtefthtpod «nfi tbe empire do^ to pqpe 

Innocent III. andto tbeen^rors Philip, He#- 
. fj^ and Oi^ while Frederick J(L waa yet in 
his minority. We mu& now caft our.eyes np-^ 
am Franee, and the i^ter^fts which dioie kis^* 
400)6 <iad td diifiite wi& &ei»Miq^ 
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C H A P, XL^ 

^Ihe Sme of F^AKOE and ^VGXAirm 'tOI 
: die Reigns of St» Lsw.is, Jphn. titcR«- 
. l.AK3> swd Hfi^HtT ni* diurii^, the twelii# 
. Centiirf. Great Ch^n^es in die fiufalicAdr 
. fioimfttttion in Ekglanjd and F^a^j^ ^ 
. fbe Mocdier i>f Tit 9Ma«^ BecicfT, /UQhm 
bifiiGf of CaktiERbury : £ngi.an]> mad^ 
ftfkftotbeSeeief Roikfts^ &C, , 

THE fttUl^ le^eriUBeiit nn^ ^^bUbeJ 
ftlmoft id) over >£uQo§e» wd die Jis^w^ ^ 
iduvaliyiirereeyer^wheeetbeXame: inFraacr 
in paiticiitar kf^iKB ^kAliSi^d^ that if the lord 
lof A :fief &«l to Ms lifc^nmaA) <^^ Come along 
iwSdi me» for I wwt to wagp war agaUift the 
Jdngf my foiferetgn> w^p refuies to do me jiv- 
&oei" the UqgMPaii w^as isnmediatelj togi> 
^ dw kim» i^ adc him If it wa$*true tba( he 
jbadi«fufed jto lb juftice to fucb a lord. If dm 
king 'didirefiife k^ the Ikg/trmmwu obliged fti 
jmn his Jott)^ aad to/mardi ¥^th him 4i£?i^ the 
Jrifig >ihe limiled niiiiAcr of dajr^^ or lofe hie 
jfief: iiKih.afegu]atsoii mig^t not ii^operly h(B 
4»fmtdf Jkvort&mt»J^ imgm civil tmr. 

£mg Lewk Ihe SW was am^ ahnraya eov- 
ifdoyed^m unigiiig war wiiA hist baioos, wi^in 
ifevett or eight Jki^g^iof Pans* 
: Lends the Yoim^ had ae^iced voiy. bi^iie 
'demefhesilif iaa»iiage, hvit he }oft them w agaio^ 
hy a divoree« He bsd i^ceived id&0Dl9 from hia 
wife ElflOBOBi^ who w»s heiitft ofGuilQiuie and 
jPoiMiydNit AgreatkiHgl Aould ba^pwbHihed. 
:^iRd with accompahjuig him in tbefe famous 

and 
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and unfortunate crufades in which he wasen* 
gaged, U^ hM jma^ h^fc^^. ^i^ends, to ufe 
her own expreffion» for the tedious hours fhe 
was obliged to fperid- with a king' wlio waar 
-fitter to be a monk. This coming to the kiilg's 
faiowlege, he annulled his marriage, undbr prc^ 
tence of conferiguinitjr, Lewis oa* teeh bkm» 
«a by feme for not keeping 4»si^Wife*s doWiy,. 
"when he put her away ; but iucb fhould cbnu- 
acr,- that a king -of- France w«is not powerful 
enough at that time to commit fueh an aift of 
injuftice, 

Henry II. afterwards kiiig oif England, a de^ 
-fceiidant|-oiF William the Conqueror, arid alrea- 
dy poffefled of Normandy,- Maine, Anjou, miA 
•Touraine, waa lefs diffitalt thkfl Lewis thb 
Young, and'thought'it no dif|i?a<te to malty ^ 

fay lady who brought -hkn- 3ie' countries ^f 
juienne and Poitod for htf dowry* Soon af- 
^ter he was raifed to the thione of England^ 
and paid homage fot thofe territories' to th^ 
kingofSFran^e, wht> would i have been glad t© 
Mave paid It to hiiii^r tli^'fame^^ofl^onsu ' 
The fdlidai ' gbvernmeifitzwas equally *difagree<- 
able to- the kings of Prarfte/^England, lahd Qer~ 
•flpiafiy; ahd thefe princes undertook, 'almcft at 
the fame time, and by'tkefimieiiieansyto raife 
-troops independent of their- VaiSdNi. King Lewis. 
*granttd c^rtain^ grhrilegl^^ -tou all: the ' towns m 
his deme(hes,on ^onditmvthfat eiicfepari& flioalll 
J^t^irt^tht army tiiidtfi- thfe'tenner of the faint 
io( their parochial chui^c))> in like manner as tile 
* kings themfelv^ marched und^r- the banner' ctf* 
iSt« Denie. ^ Several bondmen woi« enfemchifed 
^ this time ai&d made citiarea$> and tiii« citizens 

' '- -• '-^- *--.■•/ .' ' ; -^'-feiKt 

La:: 
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Ain> ENGLAND, &c. ^4% 
liad'the privil^fe. erf dbufirig thtir municipal of- 
iicers^ tboir fhcriffs, and their maypr^ 
r • We mgy date the ei)ocha of this re-eftftblilhr 
ment of the municipal goyerftment pf the cities 
and borbughs^ about the years 1.137 and II38* 
Henry II. of England granted the like, privi* 
leges to feveral citie$ for a certain fum, which 
he employed in raifing troops. 

The emperors followed much the iame me- 
thod in Germany. The city of Spires for ex- 
ample purchafed in 1166 the privilege of chuf- 
ing their own burgomafters, notwithftapding 
the oppofition of their, bifhop. Thus liberty, 
the natural privilege of mankind, arofe from 
the indigence of princes : but this liberty wa$ 
but a le&i degree of fervitude, compared with 
that enjoyed by the cities of Jtaly, who had 
then ere£i»d theipfelvqs into republic$. . [ 

The inhabitants of Upper It^y. had formed a 
plan ofgovernmentupon that of ancient Greece; 
moft of thefe great cities having recovered theif ' 
Jiberty, and being united in one common caufe, 
feemed to bid fair to become a formidable re- 
public; but they were quickly dcftroyed by 
^reat and litde tyrants. 

The popes had each of thefe cities to ma? 
nage^ together with the kingdom of Naples,. 
Germany, France, England, and Spaip, with 
all which they had fome difputes, and always 
came off with the advantage. 

King Lewis the Young havipg, in II42> 
excluded one of his fubjelts, .nam.ed Peter. I4 
Chartre, from being made bifhop of Bourges^ 
this man was chofen in fpitcTof him ; and being 
fupported by the fee of Rome, he laid all the 
king's detnefhes within his biihopric under an. 

* intern- 
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laleifiift: diis^ occafimiMl a dnrfl war, wBiefr 
continued 'titt At kingv l>y a tmtfy ad(Ba«p^ 
kdgad dm Mhop) aii4 aittcMMl the popa t9 
take dF the liiterdid<. 

• ThekkinofEnglanctwmengaifedkifttt 
mater broik mdi the thurch $ we of dwfir 
kiflgs^ (Whefe mtmaryh fnoft Mverad^ by the 
£ngli(h, IS Heniy L ibe (iiu>d^ king ^oaa the 
C^ftfftMAy who began his veign in ti60i The 
SugKlh have hmin ^grateful rcttiambFanee for 
etftng tfeem of ibt curfeu-lftw, whkh had fi^ 
ibDgbeenareftrainttodMiti. Me,Kkeawifelegif-' 
lator, fettled one ftandardfor weights and mca^ 
<iifes thpoaghout ali his kingdom^ a regulation 
^Mch wae aafiy exdicnted in En^«d, thoii^ 
it ha» been fe^ often unAioeeftAilly pn^pded m 
f^mnee. This pi4nee Ukenrife conHmied the 
laws of E^ard ^e Confeflbr, whkk had bam. 
abregoted by hts ftther Wttiam <he Conaueror^ 
& &e, to engage 4ie dei^ in his aitefffts> lai^ 
aenoufK»d ^ ]%ht of i^;«Ai, wbicfa gave him 
thfe ufufhid of M vaoaia benefioeSf a right 
iriiidi the kings of Fimnee kave always pto^ 
4rvid. 

But befides ah this he figned a charter of pri« 
vikgtft wlnel^ granted to the Engl^ nation^ 
and which wa^ t^ original fource of thofe li^ 
berries which afterwards became fo greatly en- . 
kirgedf. Wifiiaoi the Conqueror had treateJ 
the £ngli(h like flaves, whom be did not fear* 
Heniy hts Ton behaved more kindly to tbem^ 
but it was beeaufe he ftood in need of tiiem^ 



J Ho* oonfirnMRl tbe priTttegM tbej had fomoerljf enjoyed) 
i«4reiredtiie.|cievauAG6swb€bfas4bseftlnac^ ittUv 
^ Conqedl. 

He 
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AXft XKGXANJD, tec. m 

*%e was s younger bibAefy and imt mt^tM 
the foepcro frdtn kis (^ider brother, 
Robttt. 3?hh| Wis the IHM «aitfe «F iidj* 
Ifaat ^sn indulgenoe bt^lhew^to** ^. 
waids bteihfaje£fetf» Btiit artful and aftfekM a» 
hewas, ha oould itot p9e?^m \h Ofrn tkrgy 
and the fee <f R^^me froAi oppofitig' Atk in*> 
YeflitBfes ; and theii^ibre fotnd 4iitiiftlf obl)^ 
to ddM^, :uid content himfelf whfc l)» homagt 
paid him% the biflM^{fe for tb^ir teaapoK^ties. 
' A« f(»r Frai^e it was exempt from dktfir 
trottbleai ; the ceremony of the eroiief and- riflg 
being not yet introduced into that kingdom* 
' The EngBjDi bifliopB at that time 'wcm Htlle 
Ma titan cemporal priAces in ijheir own dk>*- 
Mies: at kift >tfaty w^« equal in ^xnirei' Md 
iich«t<itiie^ieaieft^aifiik^th^er6^; tifftt- 
der the reign «f Kii^ St^i^heny loteeelfetf a^ 
Henry' I. a bMbop of ^lilbuyy^'nalnttt R^gei^ 
wl»i W2B inarridd, and lived publicly i«^4 ift^ 

* ^roman be owned for his wife^ made war agaSi^ 
bfe foveie^. In the cotirfe cf d^ War one of 
bis eafthtt being taken, it i« iald ihefe W«»t 
ftmnd tlmrein j^ob^ marks of fiSi^n %1h(^^ 
tedtotikk^ e%bt ounces to the m^k^ ft^^taAt 
telit^^-miHioiie <0f iivreeof the preftnt ifioiie^ 
9f Frmte. i An intredi)!^ fum at a dme 'oAMk 
^die was fo fearee and commeroe ^ greatl;j|r 
iimited. 

After the reign of this 6tephen> which vfu 
cohtinaally dij^ibed by civil wars^^ En^and put 
bn a newfa^e underHenry IL uriiomit^nndet 
his dominion bformandv^AnjottyTauraine, Sain^ 
pnge, Gui^aoe, androitou, with ad Ehglaad^ 
excejpdf^ oalji^^diiMb^ a^CenBwaU> wkkla 
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Vt • IState <Jf VHA N € 1 • 

jffis not then eooqucrea f*' The wjiolc kingdoin 
now enjoyed a perjfed; trlyidqttUUtyi wjbeti the 
pt^Hcifiappinefs was iliftarhed.b/ithii great cUfir 
pute between itbe kinjt; inkA Th^ihas -Beckett 
fQOinttibto}y called.St^ Tbonvu of Canterbury^ 
> This- Be^cket was a lawyc)-. He [had becii 
xaifed by Henry IL to the dignity of ^^banecllori 
jand afterwards to that of archb^op ,-of Gariter- 
lmry> prima(ie iof Engird, and.:leg3kte of the 
bolyXee, Biit 00 /©oner was he made the' ft* 
4tond perfon in the kingdotn» than^ h^ becAme 
an enpmy to the firft. A prieft hpYJi^ com* 
mitted, a murdjsr, the primate prdered hioi 
<inly to be deprived of his living. The king 
«xpre/8ed>his difpleafuse at this partiality.: ilA 
obferv^d tQ him^ that if a hpnaai bad bcea 
e^ty,9f (ugik a crime; he wojuy hg^e W^^pur 
lii^d withd^gth; and that ilwa^enfromfaging , 
^ clergy to commit! murdery jn nmkii^ the 
fiunifhnient (p difpropprtipnate.|o.-lhe eriocHSi^ 
•The archbifhpp on his part maintained that no 
^defiajfti.c poyld be pynijbed. wi^. d^th, aiid- 
iknt the king backhi? patent for chancellor,, to 
ftew that he.M^ould be entirely; independent, 
rThe kin£ upon, thi^ palled a p^lislnieiit^ where 
it was proppfed. dbat np biihop .£hpuld.:fi9r the 
future j>e permitted to go tp J^piiie ;. o^ anjr 
of the king's fubje^s allowed to appeal to 
that fee; nor any of his vafials or oncers to 
be excommunicated or fiifp^nded from their 
functions, without t^e^ p^rmiffion of tht, fo'^ 
vereigi) > atiq i^ly> tb^t all crimes comtpitted 
l^y; the. clergy, ffaould'be c^gnis^ble by the oxr, 

«' f iTiP author's meaning inthit place' is not ctflilyfunder- 
6ood. . Qjornwalll bad been loa$fubj«aio^thd 1^1)^ o(Efi^«' 
|9|i<k The conqucil of Wales indeed Htnr^ undertook. 
^ dinary 
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AKJ5' ENGLAND, Stc. 4$. 

iisoiry courts of juftice. This motion wa» palled 
by all the temporal peers j but Thomas Becket 
at $rft refiifed his afumt : however, he at length 
jpgned thefe juft and falutary lawst; but af- 
terwards made his excufes to the pope, for 
having, as h^^ faid, betrayed the rights of th^ 
church, and promifed never to be guijty of the 
likje conceflions. • 

. Being accufed by the peers of mifdemeanors 
<iuring the time of his chancellorfhip, he re<* 
fufed to make his defence, becaufe he Was an 
^rchbilhpp ; upon which he was condemned 
by the lords fpiritual and temporal, to be im« 
prifoned as a feditious perfon; he then fled 
pver to France, and repaired to the court of 
Lewis the Young, the hereditary enemy of 
Henry II. The king of England ufed every 
gentle and humane method to engage the arch- 
bi(hop to return to hrs duty ; and in a voyage 
he mlade to France, he to©k Lewis the Young, 
his lord-paramount, for arbiter, to whom he ex- 
prefled himfelf in the,fe terms : " Let the arch- 
bifliop a£t towards me as the holleft of his pre* 
ideceflbrs has behaved towards the loweft of 
mine, and I fhall be fatisfied." At length a 
feigned reconciliation was made between the 
king and the primate. Becket now , 
jeturned to England j but it was pnjy 11 70 
to excommunicate all the clergy, 
biihops,. canons, anjd curates, who had voted 
againft him. Thefe made their complaints in a 
body to the king, who was then in Normandy ; 
and Henry's paffion being raifed to the.liighej3: 
pitch,^he cried out, ^* Is there^ none of my 

.t CaHed th^ Conftitvtions of dsffenAoK, from the j^ldJk 
-vlyre they w«re f na^cd, 
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i^ . &A*K of F R A If C E 

fenriiiftfe dim that wiH rid me of thii torlmtei^ 
prieft-?** 

Thefe woids were ce^tfttnly highly indifcreety* 
and feemod to put the poniard into the haad of 
jmy sffidbij irti6 thou^t to ferve the king b/ 
murdering a perfen wno ought to hav^ been 
l^fiiihed only by the lawsh. 
• itiQ Accordingly four fsfrtnts of the 
^"" Icing's houfhold went direftly to Can- 
tefbtiry, where they murdered the archbi(ho^ 
9it the foot of the altar. Thus a perfon who 
^ieftrved to be proceeded againft ^s a rebel, be*^ 
€ame a martyr, and the king was loaded witM 
ail the infamy aind hocror of this murder. 

Hift^y does not take notice of any {>untfh*^ 
mem being infli<SM on thefe four affidSns f $ 
It appears that the king was the only perfon 
who ftiffered for it. 

We have already feen how. pope Adrian IV. 

fave Henry II. pcrmiffion to ufurp Irel?irid, 
ope Alexander HI. fucccflbr of Adrian, con* 
fifffied this permiffion, on condition that the 
king (hould fwear ifhat he had never commanded 
this murdef; and that he fhould rcj)air b'are^ 
footed to the archbifhop's tomb, and there re^- 
ccfve dHcipline by the hands of the canons of 
the churdi of Canterbury. It would have 
been a great zA to difpofe of Ireland, fuppofin^ 
Henry to *havehad a- right to take pofieffion cv 
k, aKd^he pope to beftow it ; - but it was grater 
fifil to oblige ft king powerful like Henry, U^ 
acknowledge his fault, and a(k pardon for it* 

-f The/ fttbmicted to th« pop^« judgment, i^B!|»ilf<el 
|o ^cmiBf,^4 w«B»i»Mt9r«i w aiateaa.pilgriiiMiir to!jc« 
jnUJatcra* 

The 
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The kinK whofe children had re- jj-^ 

after he had completed the conqueft of Ir^eUnd* 
He made a folemn renunciation of all the regal^ 
rights which be bad maintained againft Beckett 
'ine Engliflv condemn their king for this aft 
of renunciation, as likewife for fubmittin^tQ 
the penance* He doubtlefs ought nojt . to have 
fo' eaiily given up his rights ; but he ought tc( 
have repented being acceflary to murderf *. thq 
interefts of mankind require that there, fhould 
be a curb to reftrain foverei^ns^ and fecuire thQ 
lives and liberties of the ^ubjeii. Thia curb of 
religion might by univer&l agreement be lodged 
in the hands of the popes,, as we have already 
obferved; and the firft pontiiff by engaging in 
temporal quarrels only with a view to appeafis 
them, by admonifhing both princes and people 
of their refpcftive duties, and reproving them 
for their faults, referving the thunder of excomn 
munication for the puniftiment of the. morq 
atrocious crimes : by thk behaviour I fay, the 
popes might have made themfelves regarded as 
the exprefs images of God uppn earth ; b^t as 
it is, mankind are obliged to depend for tb^ir 
fafety on the Uws and manners of each country ^ 
't'hc former of whiph are too often deipifedji 
and tbe latter corrupted* ^ 

' ' ' • ' ^ . ■ i , . I f n 

f 'He vtl by no irieinn guifcyof tlw HiMhurtion ; for 
though igjL the^firil muifports- ofi bis. paiBon ht eyebdmedy 
«' That if hr.hM M^^ 4il^9t Im|» ht i^ould 09t i|av* 
been fo long ezpofed to the iniulrs of a babbling pneft, ** 
(aiirl gwn >thU cOTiiiftanfe it difpunri) he no fcioner mi» 
derftpod.that foor of his kn|ghts had prlTately depar^^ 
^lan fufpeAi^g their deilgn^ he dUpatched meflengers t^ 
overtake, and chai^ge t^^.ia.ldi iume> that th^y iho^d 
«omnlit nH'iloknct, 

4 . E«g^ 
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|t -^StaVe of F RANGE ' 

fEngland enjoyed full tranquillity under Ri- 
chard Coeur-de-Lion, the fon and fucceflbr of 
Henry II. This prince was unfuccefsful in His. 
crufades, but his country was not unhappy*. He 
had indeed fome of thofe difputes with Philip.. 
Aueuftus, which are unavoidable between a 
lord-paramount and a' potent vaiTal. But thefe 
did in no wife change the face of affairs in 
either kingdom. We fhould look upon thefe 
kind of wars between chriftian princes a$ epi- 
demic difeafes, which though they may depo- 
pulate fome provinces, make no alteration in 
the bounds, cuftoms, or manners of a country. 
The moft remarkable thing which fell out 
during-thefe wars was Richard's taking from 
Philip his chancery, which he always car- 
ried with him, cqntaining an account of his 
revenues and vaflals, *and a lift of his flaves 
and freemerii After the lofs of this regifter, 
the king of France was obliged to make a new 
one;, in which his prerogative was rather in- 
creafed than diminiftied. 
^^ Another event worthy of attention 
9+ is, the imprifonment of a bifhop of 
Beauvais, who was taken in- arms by king 
Richard. Pope Ccleftine fent to Richard, re- 
daiming the bifhop, with thefe words : ^\ You 
muft reuore me my foh." But the king fent 
the jbiihop's fuinour to the pope, with this 
anfwer, taken from . the . ftory ^of Jofeph, 
f * KAoweft thou thy fpn's garment ?*' 

f It wai as. unhappy as a nation cmild be, in beinf 
drained of its men and money j and \jjjl^d utterly im* 
f overuthed by raifii^g money to pay the k^Hg ranfbm* ^ 
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AND «NGLA NJ3, ice. ^ 

. -We muft fuither>Qbfei:vc4n rcl^ition 'to tl^is 
church warrior, that if the feudal laws did iiqt 
.comp^ the bilhops themfelves to take up arm3» 
they at leaft obliged them to bring their vafTals 
tto the place appointed for the rendezvous Qf 
. die army. 

Philip Auguftus feizad upon the temporalities 
-of the Ufhqps ^f Origans and Auxerre, for nqt 
having complied with this abufe, now becocnp 
jSL duty. The biihops, upon bgjig condemned, 
began by laying the kingdom under an intci^* 
.<li£t, and finifhed by afking pardon« 

We -ihall meet with other adventures of Ri- 
.chard C^ur-de-Lion, in the caurfe of the era- 
.fades. John Lackland) his .brother, wh6 fuc- 
sceed^d him, might have been the grc^teft^ince ' 
'i|i Europe ; for beiides the detnefnes^ Mt him 
fby his fether Henry [II. he had.allb^Biithiny, 
'^which he ufurped from ';his nephew, princb 
4 Arthur, to whom 'this pr<>vince^ had devolve'^ 
lin right of his mother. But by endeavouring 
4.p take what did not belong to him., he Ipft a{l 
jbe.hdd,'and became an example of terror to 
^aH bad princes. He began by feizing on the 
Jcjngdom pf Brittany, which) as T have before 
'fyii^ belonged to his nephew,. Arthur, whom 
rhe took prifoner in an -engagement, and con.- 
rfiaed in the caftle of Rouen ; i;ior was it ever 
jknown.what^jecame of thisjyoung pringe. Johfi 
fba^-be^n accufed l^ all Europe, and indeed nqt ^ 
without reafon, of having made away^ithhim. 
llappily for the inftrudion of all kings, this 
-crime is known to bave*been the firft caufe of 
4dl his misfortunes. 

- The feudal laws, which in, other places gav^ 
.burthtte (bioi^v 4iforders, hereiignalixed them- 

Vol. il., '" D ' fehes 
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felves by an z& of memoraWe jufticc. The 
countefs of Brittany, mother to prince Arthur, 
prefcnted a petition to the court of peers in 
. France, figned by all the barons of Brittany ; 
in consequence of which the king of England 
iva5 fummoned to appear before his peers. This 
fummons was ferved upon him at London, by 
the ferjeants at arms* The accufed king fent 
•over a bifhop to France to demand of Philip a 
fafe-condud forhisperfon. "Let him come, re- 
plied Philip, he is free to do it/' *' Shall he have 
iccurity for his fafe return ?" faid the bifhop. 
*** Yes, refumed the king, if the judgment of 
his peers permit if." But John not appearing, 
' the peers of France paffcd fentence of 
1 103 deadi upon him, and declared all his 
territories fituated in France . to be 
forfeited to the king. Philip loft no time in 
putting himfelf in a condition to profit by the 
crime of the King his vaflal. John feems to 
have been like moft tyrannical kings, of ia 
cowardly difpofition. He fuiFered hini^lf to be 
ftripped of Normandy^ Guienne, and Poitou, 
and retired to England, where he was equally 
hated and defpifed. For fome time he found a 
refource in the native pride and haughtinefs of 
the Englifh nation, who could not bear the 
thoughts of their king being condemned by a 
court in France ; but the' barons of England 
foon grew weary of fupplying a king with 
money who did not know how to make ufc of 
it. To compleat his misfortunes, John em- 
broiled himfelf with the court of Rome about 
an archbifhop of Canterbury, whom pope In- 
nocent IIL wanted to nominate of his own au- 
thority, in oppofition to the laws of the country » 

• . This 



d by Google 



AND ENGLAND, &c. 51 

This pope, under whom the- holy- 
fee became fo formidable, laid the king- 
dom of England under an interdiiSt,^ and forbad 
John's fubjeiSts from paying him any obedience 
for the future. This ecclefiaftical thunderbolt 
was at this time truly terrible, becaufe the 
pope put it into the hands of Philip Auguftus, 
to whom he made over the kingdom of England 
in perpetual inheritance, promiflng him the re- 
miffion of all his {ins if he fucceedeu in conquer- 
ing it. He even granted the fame uidulgencies 
f6r this expedition as had been given to thofe 
who went to recover the Hx)ly Land. The 
king of France^ did not now think proper to 
declare th.at the popes had no right to difpofe 
of crowns: he had himfelf been excommuni- 
cated fome years before t> and his kingdom 
Jaid upder..an iat^rdid by this very pope In- 
4iocent IIL . for having attempted to marry 
another wife. He had then publicly declared 
-the papal cenfures to be infolent and abufive ; 
^nd had ieized on the temporalities of every 
jbifhop and prieft in the kingdom, who had 
(hewed himfelf fo bad a Frenchman as to pay 
.obedience to the pope. But he thought quite 
differently, when he favv himfelf commiflioned 
•by a bull .to take poffeffion of England. ^ He 
now took back his wife, for divorcing 'vvhom 
Jie had incurred fo many excommunications, 
and thought of nothing but; putting the pope's 
Xentence in execution. He employed a whole 
tyear in building a fleet of 1700 fhips, and raif* 
:ihg the fineft army that hg^d ever been ken in 
J'rance. 

f In the ytM 1 199. 
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The hatred which the Englifh'bore to king 
Jfohn, was equivalent to another army in fzvovtt 
trf* king Philip, who jtow prepared to fet^out on 
tiis expedition, while Joim on his fide^made ^, 
I aft efibrt to receive bim in a proper manitier ; 
md hated as he was <by the greater part* of -the 
fiatioh, he found Ineanfi, through the emulation 
that perpetUaJly fubAfts between* die Englifli 
ihd the Freiic'h^ the indignation of the former 
^t the pope's behaviour, and flhe prerogatives 
^tnncxed to the -cr-own, i;^bich Kre ^of no fmall 
weight, t6 keep on foot for a few weeks an army 
't)f 60000 men, at the'head of ^hioh«he advanced 
^s fiir as Dover, to receive the perfon who had 
condemned him in France, and was come to 
ilcthroneWm in England. 
' All Europe how waited with itnpaticnce for 
a 'decfiive battle b<^tween the two 'kings, wbeji 
the pope tricked them both, aftd ailfiilly 'took • 
that to -himfelf 'which he had pretended to *e* 
ftow on (Philip. This extraordinary iiegoti- 
ation was carried on and concloded by %me 
IPandolfb, afubddac^n ; a d(Anefticof the pope's^ 
and his legate in France and England. Thia 
man went over to Dover, Qnder pretence df 
negotiating matters with the EngUfh bartms ill 

favour of the French king. Here iie 
121 3 faw king John, to whom he took^n 

opportunity of fpearking in thefe terma: 
•* You are undone, fir, the Fi'ench 'fleet is fflo- 
5ng to Tet fail ; your troops will certainly deterc 
you; fo you have only one rrfoin-ce left, -which 
IS to put yourfelf under the protedion of^he 
holy fee." John confented to this propofal, 
fworc to "ftibmrrhimfelf, and ftxteenbar ons t o ok 
the fame oath on the' kihg^'s >tbul. A ftrange 

oath! 
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%j^ ! ^y^ ^ich thay pbliged tbemfdlv^s to th« 
n^.r|b|fm^OP0 of coi^ditioAs they did x^t know.. 
The artful.Italian fo intioaidated the king^ an4 
ic>» \((Or>kedj upon the barqns, that at lexigth,. on 
the 1 5)^ of May 121 3, in the hpufe of the 
Ipijgllt^ templars, in the fuburb of Dover, kinp; 
}fih» kneeling dovKn> and holding his handji 
l)e(i3JiK%a thofe of the legate, pronounced thq 
.^owjug^ wqrds : 

. '* I John, J>y the g^ace of God, king of Eng- 
land and lord of IreHs^y, for the exgia^ion q{ 
9)y finsy, and out of my pure free will, and. \vith. 
t^e advice of niy barons, do give unto tha 
^hurch of Rome, and to pope Innocent and 
ki^ fHCceflbiTs,. the. kingdoms of England and 
Ireland, together with all (be; rig)its belonging 
to them I and will hold them of the pope as 
U9^vM&)<l I wfll be fiaitbfulto God, fo t^« 
cfiurcli of Rome, to the pope my lord, and ta 
his fuccefforsi I^^yfully eleded: and I bind my- 
felfto pay him a tribute of one thoufand marka 
©f fflver yearly, to wit, feven hundred for th« 
kingdom of £ngland> and three hundred for 
Irehnd:" 

Thfe^ money was- then put into the legate's ' 
hands, as the firft payment (rf the tribute; after 
which the crown and fcepter were likewife 
given to Mm. The Italian deacon trode the 
money under his feet, but he kept the crowi* 
and fcepter five days ; at the end of which he 
, Eeturned them to the king, as a favour from die 
pope their common mafter. 

Philip Auguftus was. all this time waiting at 

Boulogne for the legate's return, in order to 

put to fea. The legate at length came back 

to let him know that he was no longer per-* 

D 3 mitted 
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mitted to attack England, ^vhich was become 
a fief of the church of Rome, and its king taken 
under the protedion of the holy fee. 

The donation which the pope had made to 
Philip of the kingdom of England, was now- 
likely to become of fatal confequence to him ; 
for another excommunicated prince, nephew to. 
^^ng John, had entered into an alliance with 
his uncle, to pppofe the defigns of France, who- 
began now to^be too formidable. This ex- 
communicated perfon was the emperor Otho 
IV. who at once difputed the empire with 
young Frederic II. fon to Henry VI. and Italy 
with the pope. He was the only emperor of 
Germany that had ever given battle in perfoa 
to a king of France. 

CHAP. XLI. 

Of Otho IV. and Philip Augustus ixt 

the thirteenth Century. 
Of the battle of Bou vines, and of England 

and France, till the death of Lewis VIL 

father to St. Lewis. 

ALTHOUGH the fyftem' of the balance of 
Europe was never fufEciently explained 
till of late, yet it appears to have been always 
a maxim to unite againft the preponderating 
powers. Germany, England, and the Low 
Countries, now too)c up arms againft Philip 
Auguftus, in the fame manner as we have in 
pur time feen them join together againft Lewis 
ilV. Ferrand, count of Flanders, entered into 
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ill alliance widi the emperor Otho IV, Thb 
count was Philip's vaiTal; but that was the verv 
itdfon which' induced him to declare himfelf 
againfthim, as well as the count of Boulogne* 
This Philip was very near being cruflied, for 
having accepted of a prefent made him by the 
pope. However, by his good fortune and great 
courage he extricated himfelf out of all thefe- 
dif&culties, with greater glory than had been ac-- 
quired by any king of France before him. 

Betwixt Lifle and Tournay lies a 
little village, called Bouvines, near to ^^ 

which Oribo IV. at the head of an army up^ 
wards of one hundred thoufand ftrong, advanced 
to attack' king Philip, who had not above half 
that nuhjber. At that time they made ufe of 
the crofs-bowy a weapon which had^been in 
ufe ever fince the end of the twelfth century : 
but the fate of the day was chiefly decided b]|i 
the weight of the cavalry, who were entirely 
clad in iron. This complete armour was a pri-^ 
vilege of honour granted^^ the knights, whicb ^ 
the efquires' could not pretend to, they not 
being permitted to.be invulnerable. All that a 
knight had to be afraid of was beins wounded 
either in the face when he lifted up the vifor of 
bis helmet; or in the fide, at the joints of the 
armour; or when. knocked down, by having 
his coat of mail lifted up ; or lafUy, under the 
arm-pit when he lifted up his arm to ftrike. 

. There were alfo other troops of cavalry 
faifed from among the common people ; thefe 
were not fo well armed as the knights. As foir 
the infantry, they made ufe of fuch defenfive 
arms as they liked beft ; their weapons of of- 
D 4 fence 
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AsnCt ' weeel the . f^ocd^ .tiie> arrowv ^tbe>oiub^' atti 

the' fling. '. . » 

'i Philip's afmjp was .tirawte>ttp iii battalia, by^ « 
biihop ;. wiiofe name wasGuerui^ aivcb had been 
h«ely nommatcd^ ta the htflK^ric oiP Senlia. 
The*fonit biflKjp of Beauvais who had" been fol 
Ibng^ kepr {ntiibner by Richard Ctsur-de-Lion^ 
was alio pneAntattbisbatde: he alwaysLfoiqgbo 
With^.dttb^ %fiig tbarit was contrary to th6 
canonsi. toi fpriH*. hiiariaii blood • £t is not^ known 
iiwb^t miaAtier'etdKFthe en^for. or thrk&ig* 
ratiged their troops* Phflip^ juit before thd 
onfet, ordered this pfklm to be mng.: E^urgai 
Ihtf^isTdiJ^tur tnimicl^Ufi^ ♦* Let the Lord 
a^rife -vmd put hk^ enemies: to. flight/' As if 
Otho'had^ taken ^upailnd .^aihft GoAhimSdSi 
B^farethkdieiErenchc^wm^ acGuftombd tofif^ 
verfe^ iw pratia^ o( €barl«magtfte and Rotandi 
€>tUo^B'ittipeiM.flBntod-iii^s:. carried ut><>ii foiuf 
wJieeb) dit&'was along pohsy to \vfinck wae 
faftenedapMnteddragorfy and orer. the dvagon 
wa« railed an. eagle of- gilt wood^ The niyat 
ftandard of -France was a gilt ftaffcwich wMm 
flit colottrs, .fewed wiflh flawec^db^tia ; andf 
what had been for a Jong, timer only thefimcji 
of painterS) w^8 nowtiedonethe aims ofFrance^ 
The old crowcns df the kingis of' LombaidT, of 
which' there are very esa^t printa in Moratori*, 
ar^ furmounted with^tkis oi'iianient, whioh i4' 
indeed nothing elfe blit the head cNf sr fpeai^ 
faftened with two other pkees of crcK>ked iron, 
- Befides the royal fiandard, Philip AugulSaa 
had theoriflame of St. Denis carried before 
him. Whenever the king was in danger^ one 
or oth^ of thefe fhindards was to be raifed or 
lowered. Each knight had alfo his particular 

ftandard^ 
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fiandard, and the great knights had other colours 
carried before them, which they called bannerSy 
lliis name banner, though &> v^rv. honourable^ 
%iras neverthele& common to all • the colour^ 
Carried by the in&ntry, which, confifted almoft 
entirely of bondmen. The military ihout a^ 
mong the French was mmjoye Saint Denis; that 
of the Germans was KyrUeUifon* . 
> One proof that the knight&completely armed . 
ran no other rifk than that of being difmoutitedv 
and were never wounded but by the greated ac- 
cident, is, that krng Philip being tlu-own fronii 
his horfe, was a long time furrounded by the 
enemy, and received fevcral blows ^ with all' 
kinds of weapons, without loilng a drop of 
Wood. 

■ It is even &id, that while Jie was upon the 
ground, a German ibldier attempted feveral 
times to pierce his neck with a fpear that had 
a double hook, but could not compafs it. Not 
one knight was killed in this battle except 
William Longchamps, who was unfortunately 
flain by a ftroke in his eye, which was given 
kirn through the vifor of his helmet. 
• Among the Germans were reckoned five and 
twenty knights bannerets, and itytn counts 
cf the empire^ made prifoners, but.iiot one 
wounded. / • i 

* The emperor Qtho loft the battle, in which 
it is faid there were tbirt/ thoufand Gentians 
kiUe<l J but probably the number is exa^eratedv 
We do not find that the king of France made 
*ny conqiieft in Germany after the battle of 
Bbuviiies ; but be gamed a great incieaik of 

I. lft.S^ uouoXfi. 
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The greateft lofer by this battle was king 
John of England, whofip laft hopes feemed cen-^ 
^ered in the emperor Otho. This emperor died 
foon after f , a. true penitent* It is faid that he 
ufed to order his fcollions to trample upon him^ 
and to fufFer himfelfto.be fcourged by the monks, 
agreeable to the opinion of the princes of thofi? 
times, who imagined, that by fubmitting to. a 
trifling difcipline they could atone for the blood 
of fo many thoufands. 

There is no truth in what we find mentioned 
hj many hiftorians, that Philip on the very 
day he gained the battle of Bouvines, received 
the news of another victory obtained. by his 
fon, afterwards Lewis VIII. over king John* 
On the contrary, king John had gained fom« 
fmall fucceffes in Poitou; but deprived of thp 
affiftance of his allies, he made .a truce with 
Philip, of which indeed he had great occafion j 
for. his own fubjeds were now become hia 
greateft enemies : he was univerfally defpifed by 
them for having made himfelf tne vafTal of 
Romes and the barons obliged hia| 

1 2 15 to fign that famous charter, which is 

called Mi^na uchartOy or the charter 

of the liberties of England. ' ^ 

King John thought himfelf more degraded, 
by being obliged by this charter to leave his 
fubjefls in the qii|et poffeiSon of their natural 
rights, dtan by having made himfelf the fubje^ 
4>f the fee of Rome ; and complained of it as 
the greateft affront offiprcd to his dignity : yet 
after all, what is there in this charter that can 
be &id to be injurious to the royal authority ? fojr 

t lA laiS. 
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inftance, that at the death of an earl» his eldeft 
fon to enter into poiTeffion of the fief, muft pa^ 
to the king one hundred marks of ill ver, and a 
baron one hundred fhillings : that none of the 
king's bailiffs are to take the hprfes belonging to 
pea&nts, without paying five pence a-day for 
•each horfe ? Whoever reads the charter through- 
out will only find that the rights of human- 
kind have not been fufficiently fecufed : he will 
fee that the commons, who bore the heav^eft 
burthen, and rendered the greatefl fervices to 
the flate, had no (hare in a government which 
yet could never flouriih without them. Never- 
thelefs, John complained bitterly of this, and 
appliedxo the pope, his new fovereign, for redrefs. 
And now pope Innocent III. who had ex- 
communicated the king, excommunicates the 
peers of England 5 at which they were fo pro- 
voked, that they did the very fame thing which 
the pope had done before : they offered the 
crown of England to the king of France. 
Philip Auguflus, who had conquered Germany^ 
and was in poITeffion of almoit all king John's 
eflates in France, on being called to the throne^ 
of England, a&ed like a profound politician, 
and prevailed on the Englifh to afk his fon 
Lewis for their king. In vain did the pope's 
legates reprefent to Philip that king John wa$ 
a feu4atory of the holy fee. Lewis, who had 
previously concerted the matter with the king 
his father, addrefled him thus in the prefence 
of the legates : •* Sir, I am your vafTal for the 
£efs I hold of you in France ;* but it does not 
belong to you to determine what concerns the 
kingdom of England ; and if you do I fhaJl 
appeal to my peers. '* 

- D 6 After 
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: After having made ttiis fpeecfa he r<^ cmt for 
England, notwithftandifig the public prohi- 
bitions of bis fathery who at the fame time fe- 

cretly Aipplied him with m$n. and 
* I2i6 money. Innocent III. iij vain th«n- 

ddr^d.out }m excommunications a^ 

fainft both fathfer afld^ fon. The bifhops. of 
Vance declared that againft the father , voidi 
Letusobfefve, hQwever,'tb^ they did notdare 
to invalidate that againft Lewis, w.hich waB ta-- 
citly acknowledging that the popes had :a right 
to excoftimumcate princes. They could n6C 
iirdeed well difpute this powef of the popes, be- 
caufe they affumed it themfelves:; but they 
likcwife referved to themfdves the right of de-' 
termining whether the pope's ftntence '6f ex- 
con^mut)ication was j.uft or not. The princei 
ef thofe times were in a very wretched fitoationj^ 
by being thiii continually exp^ffed to excdm- 
inunicatlon^ both iii their g^i\ krrigfJoms and 
at Rome. But thd people w<?re -ftHl niorfe uu-^ 
happy : the weight of the fentence alwaysr fell' 
Upon them, and they Jeldbm failed of beln;? 
ftripped by the war. 

The foti of Thilip Auguftus w^s procfefrbed' 

king in London : yet be did nok. omit fendin j 

•ambaifadoi^ to plead his caufe before the pope .t 

This pope enjoyed the feijte honoat as the Rp- 

man fenatie had formerfy-dofie,. o^ 

1 216 being the judge of kings; 'tiut fc^ 

died b^ore he paffed his defiiii^ve' 

fentence. ' I • ] 

John Lackhnd^ after wandering In hifoWtC 

country, from town to townj.difecTat the famcf 

time in a village in the couiity of Norfiflk. /* A! 

peer of France formerjy , conquered' idghnd^ 

4 ' and 
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airf kept pofleffioff df it,, yet a king of France 
could not keep it. * * 

Lewis VIII.' was obliged, even in the life 
time of Philip Auguftiis to quit that very 
country wTirch had intritcd him to be its kingj 
and inftead of defending his aqqaiHtion, he (?n« 
gaged in the cnifede then carrying on againft 
the Albigenfes, who at that tirtje .were flaugh- 
lered T>y thonfaittfe, in couipHancer with the 
decrees iHued by the court of Rome. 
• PMKp Auguftus died and Jeft his 
territories jncreafrd' by the acjreffion ^^*3 
Cf Normandy, Maine, and Poitou';btrt the reft 
bf th^e poSktions belonging to England weW 
ftill defended by a number of powerful lords. 

In^ the rcjgn of Lcwfs VIII. one part of Gui- 
enne belonged to Francfe, and the other to* 
Ei^Iand. During thisr reign nothing happened^ 
rcfeirkable- or important, excepting the wilt 
mtidc by Lewis in i225> which indeed meritf 
fome attention. ' 

- 3y tbi^ wiU l»e bequeaths an hundred ioltk 
ioeaeb* of the two- tbodland lazarettos in hisr 
kingdom. Tbu& we may perceive, that all the 
chriftians got by the cilifades Was this leprous 
t^fe<^i0ja : and it is natural to fuppofeythatthq 
want of linen* anJ the^naftinefe of the pcppfe, 
greatly' iricreafed the number of thefe" lepers. 
Thi^ name, of lazarettos was not indiffeTpiiij\ 
givw to other hofpijtals ; for we may find thiat 
qy the fame will the king bequeaths an hua-<. 
dred livres, cuyent money, to two hundred, 
hofpitals. {Hoi^ls Dieti.) . 

The legacy wVch this fame king \t&i of 
thirty tlJoufandUvres to hia wife, the famojis^^ 
<|isteii ofCaffile, amounted to fifty-four thdu- 

iand 
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fand Hvres of the prefent money. I often in- 
flft upon the particular valuation of money^ 
becaufe I look upon it as the pulfe of a ftate^ 
and the fureft way of knowixig its ftrencth. 
For inftance, it is evident that JPhilip Auguftus 
was the moft powerful prince of his time, fince 
independently of the jewels he left behind him» 
the fums fpeciiied in his will amounted to near 
pine hundred tfaoufand marks, of eight ounces 
to the mark, which is worth forty-nve millions 
prefent money, reckoning fifty Hvres to the 
mark : but there muft certainly be fome mif- 
take in this calculation, for It is hardly pro- 
bable, that a king of France who had no other 
revenue than w&t arofefrom his private de- 
mefnes fhould have been able to leave fo large 
a fum behind him* The power of all the kings 
of Europe at that time conilfted in haying a 
great number of vaflals ready to march under 
tneir command, and not in being pofleiTed of 
iufficient riches to enilave them. 

CHAP. XLII. 

Of Fredjsrick IL and his quarrels with the 
Popes, and the German £mpir£. 

TOWARDS the beginning of the thirteenth 
century, while Philip Auguftus was ftiH 
upon the throne, while Lewis VIII, was ftrip- 
f^ng John Lackland of his dominions j and^that' 
after the death of John and Philip Auguftus, 
Lewis, driven from England by Henry in. left 
liim that kingdoni), and returned to reign 

in 
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an France; during this time, I fay, the cru fades 
or perfecutions againft the Albigenfes were ex- 
haufting Europe. The emperor Frederick Ih 
made the wounds of Italy and Germany, which 
yrerenpt yet well clofed, bleed a-frefh. Thedif- 
pute between the imperial crown and the Ro* 
man mitre, the fadions of the Guelphs and Gi« 
bellines, and the animofities between the Ger- 
mans and Italians, difturbed the public peace 
more than even Frederick IL who was fon to 
Henry VI. and nephew to Philip, enjoyed th? 
cmpirewhich his competitor Otho IV. had re« 
figned before his death. 

The emperors were at that time much more 
powerful than the kings of France ; for befides 
Suabia and the other large territories which 
Frederick had in Germany, he was alfo in pof- 
fei&on of Naples and Sicily by inheritance. 
Lombardy belonged to him in right of the long 
pofleffion of former emperors ; ^ but that right 
was little regarded by the Italian cities, who 
were ^ecome enthufiafts in their notions of 
liberty. At that time Germany was in a ftate 
of anarchy and rapine, which lafted for a con- 
siderable time; and this latterVas grown to fuch 
an height, that the great lords reckoned as a 
part of their privileges to be robbers pn the 
high- ways in their own territories, and to coin 
falfe money : but Frederick IL at the diet of 
Egra, held in 1219, obliged them to take an 
oath never to exercife fuch privileges for the 
future; and to fet them an example, he gave 
up the right which had always bern claimed 
by his prcdece{fi)rs, of taking poiTeffion of the 
eftatcs of ail biihops. at theii demife. 

The 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



«4 (!>F Frederick n, 

- The moft brutal and ridieulous cuftomft 
"Were eftablifhed in thofe times. The lords had 
fet up a number of imaginary rights, and am<Hig 
the reft, that of prelibation, by which they 
claimed the firft night's lodging with the new 
naaiTied bride of their menial vaflals. The bifliop^ 
land abbots claimed the fame right, as being 
great barons ; and fbme of them have, even in 
the kft centufy, obliged their fubjeflb to pay 
them an acknowledgment for remiffion of this 
ImaccountaUe privilege, which fpread ovdr the 
provinces in Scotland and France. Such yftrt 
the prevailing . manners in the times of tb^ 
irufades. 

' Italy indeed was not quite fo plunged inbar-^ 
barifm, but it was not lefe unhappy* The 
quari^el between the empire and the pontifi- 
cate had given birth ta the fadions of the 
Guelphs and Gibellincs, which divided whole 
cities knd families. 

< Milan, Brefcia, Mantua, Vieertza, Paduai 
Trevigi, Ferara, and almoft all the cities of 
SLomaiiia under the protedion of the pope^ had 
combined together againft the emperor. 
' He had for him Cremona, Bergamo^ Modena^ 
Farma, Reggio, and Trent. A great many 
6ther towns were divided between the paitJe^ 
6f the Guelphs and Gibellines. Thus Italy be- 
came the theatre not of one war only, but o# 
sm hundred civil wars, which l>y inflaming th^ 
Ailnds, arid exciting the refentment of theltatW 
j^tentates, accuftomed them bift too much to^ 
the horrid praSices of poifoning and mtifder. ' 
'- Frederick IL was born in Italy ^ he *ad d 

treat fondnefs for that agreeable climate^ and^' 
II tne contrary^ could not bear either the coun* 

try 
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tfy 'ordie' maoMrr of >(Sttniianyi, ft-om^. w&khi 
bo tva9 ;d>reiit iiftiMni whole years. It appetinf 
plftffllytlutrhisichiefdBfi^ wastofix thechmmii 
df the new: Csddr» in. Italy^ TKisi is thetmd 
fytfrot of>ll4;k« cpiarttdsthe had with the popes, 
in whkh he by totvfs employed! bbdi cuii&fiig. 
sJDd violeil<5e ; and the holy fee oti its part took 
oard to^ %tlt Mihdt his own :Weap<ms%' ' ' * ' 
' GtenoriuslIU 4ind Gi^or]^IX« bemg wlM^ 
to refift him at firft, wifely t)^hred to k96p 
h«¥i aV k difta«)tfe^ and {ent< himupon: a^ wai^to 
thie Ifoiy Hand; Such was^the prcgudiceof thote 
timesy th^n the empendif'was^ obliged to^ midi« 
a vow of engagrag ih this ex{>editiot); fer f00 
the people mould chink him not a Ch«iflKam 
Kiro^ policy Ifttd deeeraiiAed lttm^io - i 

jD^e- thisivewv 'tlle<&lif|e'poKcy^^r-»^ ia^-*: 
«t0i«d^m wk» -meafisfoF ddKevriiig ; . ; ^ i 
hte^^oyage.'.'- • r 5 -! : ':- *'vi 

'* -€ri«g>or^IX< tiierettpoi>MMt]Rinutokked.lMiy 
agreeably to the cuftom of thofe tiiMSw Upmt 
thie Fredofickfet^o^y and, whiie> he i& nsdk- . 
itig a; ctiofs^ at Jetofsdenfiy the pope* ez^Rgel 
ki another tagainA him- ai RotM. The cmp«4 
M-, after making a treaty with the fiihafiS|^ rCM 
ttifna ttO'delend himlbtf agaitift^he^machinatime 
of tfhe pontiJll^, Mdf' m the territories of' Qapuji^ 
meets wiA his. own hro^r-in-law jQhu of 
Brienne, titular lung of J^rt^lom, at the hea4 
e$ a body of troops i\irrnl&edby the pope, who 
bore on^ their ihoulderar as a oad]^, the two 
crofs-keys. The GibtlH^ie pgu^ty, who were 
tvith the emperor, wore the fign of the croft ; 
an engagement enfued, in which the croiTeft 
fi)on put the keys to flightr 

• * . - Gregory 
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Gregory had now no other reiburce left, bat 
to ftir up r rederick's fon Henry, king of the 
Romans^ againft his father ; as his predeceflbrs; 
Gregory Vil. Urban 11. and Pafcal 11. had done ' 
by the fons of Henry IV, But Fre- 

1235 derick, more fortunate thanHenryIV». 
made himfelf mafter of the perfon of ^ 
his rebellious fon, depofied him at the famous^. 
diet of Mentz, and condemned him to perpe- 
tual imprifonment. 

\, Frederick, however, found it an eafier matr 
ter to get his fon condemned by this Germanic 
diet, than to prevail on it to grant him either 
money or troops to make the conqueft of Italy.» 
Jfe had ftill forces fufficient to make tb^ war 
bloody in ;that country, but not to enflave it. 
altogether i the Guelphs, whp were of th^ 
|K>pe's party, and the great ilickier^ for liberty^, 
being ^ways fufficienSy powerful to counter- 
balance the Gibellines, who were on the fide of 
the emperor. 

Sardinia, became^ahother fubje^ of. war be- 
tween the empire and the pontificate ; this natu-i 
lally produced .an excommunication i however,; 
in 1238, the emperor made .himfelf mafter oC 
almoft the whole of that ifland. Then Qre* 
gory publicly accufed him of unbelief j " We 
nave proofs, faid he in his circular letter of 
July I, 1239, that he has publicly declared,' 
that the world has been cheated by three im? 
poftors, Mofes, JefuS Chrift, and Mahomet; 
but he makes Jefus Chrift far inferior to the 
other two; they, fays he, having liyed in 
fplendor and glory, whereas the other was, a' 
perfon fprung from the dregs of the people, and 
preached his doi^ines only to thofe of his own 

rank. 
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rank. The emperor, continues Gregory, main- 
tains, that the one only God, creator of the 
univerfe, could not be born of a woman, efpe* 
ciallyofa virgin." " 

Thefe accusations, which had nothing to da 
with the quarrel about Sardinia, did not hinder 
the emperor from keeping what he had gotten 
pofleffion of: the difputes between Frederick 
and the fee of Rome were never on religious 
points ; and yet the popes thundered out their 
excommunications againft him, waged a kind of 
religious war upon him, and at length depofed 
)iim. A cardinal called James, who was bifhop* 
of Paleftine, brought letters with him into 
France from this pope Gregory to young Lewi» 
IX. whereby his holinefs, having depo^ Fre- 
derick U. does, by his own private authority, 
transfer the imperial crown to Robert count of 
Artois, brother to the young king of France.' 
pregory certainly took a wrong time for this 
embally; France and England were then en-; 
gaged m war with each other, and the French 
barons, who were up in arms in the minority 
of Lewis, were ftill very powerful, though he 
was now come of age. They are faid to have 
declared, in anfwer to Gregory'^ offer, . that 
they did not think the brother of a king of 
France had any occafion for the imperial crown; 
and that they looked upon the pope to have ftrll 
lefs religion than Frederick himfelf. But fuch a 
reply founds too improbable to be true. 

Nothing can give us a better idea of the man- 
ners and cuftoms of thofe times, than what 
pafl'ed in regard to this propofal of the pope. • 

He applied to the monks of the abbey of Cit- 
ttmxy whither he knew St. Lewis .was to. 

come 
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G(HteTwkk^hwn)otiier OS: a pil giiimg e^ m t&efii 
tam^i ^ Befeeqh Itje king. that he will. taktf 
thjir pope, undcc. hisipcotq^ion againft.djat foa 
of Satan, Frederick ; the king oughiC .to receii^ 
vfc ioto fiuis.kingd6at,; in the (ame manner as 
mj predeceifcr Alexandsr UL was? received 
thlore \viM»i perfecuted by Fiederick L and St. 
Thomas ofGsmterbttr]^ wJurn troubled by. Hen« 
jry B. oC" England." 

* The king came to Citteaux, where he wa^ 
irodBisied by five hundred monks, who conduc«» 
ted htm to the chapter; there they all fell on 
their knees before him,, and,, with uplifte4 
liands« befeeched him to permit the pope tt^ 
come into France. Lewis placed hrm&lf like« 
yiifei on bia>knecis. before the moiiik5> andv gaftd 
tbein bis iohann pa'omi& to^ddeiiid the chm^kf 
WitiaA tbefiune timet txiUbthentiaai pbdn tcnas^ 
thafcheic'cmld not rensive tbe pope iBft.his^ kki^ 
dam, without the. concurifence of . his^ baipjis^ 
ivhofe- advke ar king of France ought aj^rays t9 
follow. In the interim Gregory Sftd; buttjif 
l|»ctt of the Roman church f^rvived hiiyt : h^ 
nocentlY. who, when cardinal, wa»'a fiueiid 
to the emperor Frederick, being now mad8 • 
pope, became of confequence his enemy, saii 
at all events determined to weaken the imperial 
power in Italy, and by that means repair the 
fefror which pope John XII. had been guilty of, 
ki calling the Germans over to Rome, 

Innocent IV. after feveral fruitlefs 
\ negociations, calls the famous coun- 

fdl of Lyons, which has the following iiifcrip- 
tion, yet to be feen in the Vatican library : 
*''TTie thirteenth general council, and the 
Arft of Lyons I befe Frederick II. was declared 

an 
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M encttiy to-the church, and depMeiof ^t 
imperial diadem." 

.' -It may feem a bold attempt to dethnane an 
emperor in onex>f the imperial cities; but ihe 
Jbky of 'Lyom . was under the protediiion <4 
fraflee^.and its archbiihops had feiaed.upoa 
4he/ro)i«l ncvenueo.. .'Frcdecick d\d jiot ^negloft 
to fend proper advocates to plead his caufe be^ 
^ore-thts 'ctoncil^ where hfe khei^ he^as to be 
aocufed. 

• The ipope, who had «sade hrmfelf judge, .ati4 
prefided at this council, aded ahb the part cf 
}ik own advocate ; and, after iniifting ilrongly 
on the ri^t of temporalities in the kingdoms- of 
j^aples and Sicily, ;and the patrimony left by 
4he^couBtef8 Matilda, he. proceeded :to zxkmt 
ffjrederick pubHdly of haying made peace with 
the Infidels, of ^having "had feveral MahometaA 
concubines, of not believing. in JefusChrifty 
tad, in fin^ of^being.an heretic, fiat how ^an 
^ -peribn ht "at die fame time an unbeliever and 
m beretic ? and inde^ how was it poiBUe for 
Men in thole tinies'to:be capable of -drawing up 
frcb charges? Jt>bn XH. &epbenViII. Fre^ 
,«derick I. Frederick IL the chancellor desVignes^ 
Manfred, the tifurper of Naples, and fevorsd 
others, liad .undergane the iaciie impucufons. 

T&e emperor's delegates (poke m his defence 
iwith a becoming refolotion, and accufed ^the 
f)ope in thehr tMtn. of ufury ^and.rapine. ..There 
avere isdfo at ^s council ^antbafiadors 'front 
^France and:£ngland; thefe complained ^s<much 
ftgainft the popes ^8 the pope^d done of the 
emperor : '' You and your Italians, ;faid they, 
draw upwards of fixty thoufand marks- ^-^year 
Aom the kingdom of England 3 it i« but very 

lately 
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lately that you fent U9 a legate, who has dtf- 
pofed of all the livings in the kingdom in fa- 
fsroMt of Italians : he raifes the moft exorbitant 
taxes upon all religious houfes, and excommu* 
nicates whomfoever complains of his oppref- 
^ons. Let thefe grievances therefore be ^ee- 
dily redrefTed, for we will no longer bear with 
.them." 

: ' The pope bluihed at this fpirited harangue, 
but made no reply ; and proceeded to pro* 
nounce fehtence of depofitlon againft the em- 
peror. It is well worthy of pbfervation, that 
he pronounced this fentence not, as he faid, 
'with the approbation of the council, but lupre- 
fence of the council ; all the fathers kept the 
^ax-tapers liglited while the pope Was pro- 
/louncing the fentence, and then^extinguiflied 
^hem; one party Agned the decifion, and the 
other went out fighing with indignatiqn. 

The emperor was then at Turin, which did 
not at* that time belong to the houfe of Savo]^ 
but was, a fief of the empire, and governed by 
the marquis of Sufa.. Upon receiving the news 
of his depofition, he called for a certain caiket, 
^nd opening it, drew forth the imperial crown; 
y4iich holding in his, hand, ** The pope and 
hi§ council, faid he, have not yet taken thee 
from me, and ere they Can, much blood fhall 
be fpilt." He immediately afterwards fet about 
writing circular letters to all the princes of 
Germany, and the reft of the empire 5 thefe 
letters were di£bited by the famous chancell^ 
Peter des Vignes, who was fo ftrongly accufed 
of having written the book of the Three Im- 
poftors. 

<*Iam 
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; ** I am not the firft prince, faid he in thefe 
letters, whom the clergy have treated with fuch 
indignity, nor &ail I ne the laft ; you are the 
caufes of it, by paying obedience to thefe hypo- 
•crites, whofe boundlefs ambitioii you are fitffi- 
ciently acquainted with. How many infamous 
;a£Hons, (hocking to modefty, might you, if 
-yoii were willing, dtfcover in the court of 
JK.ome? Slaves to the times, and intoxicated 
•with pleafures, the greatnefs of their riches and 
^power ieem to have ftifled in them all fenfe of 
Teligidn* It is a deed of charity to ftrip thein 
•of a part of this load of pernicious wealth which 
bows them down to ruin ; and herein it is your 
duty to joiii your endeavours to niine^ .&c»'' 

The pope in the mean titiie having declared 
the empire vacant, wrote to feveral princes and 
•biihops, namely, the dukes of Bavaria> Sax6ny, 
Auftria, and Brabant ; the atx:hbi{h6ps.of S&ltz- 
burg, Cologne, and Mentz* This, has given 
room for the fuppoiition that* feven electors 
were then folemnly eftabliihed ; but the other 
btihops and princes of the empire each laid 
claim to the fame right. 

• Thus did the emperors and ±he popes mu* 
tually endeavour to depofe each others and 
their grand policy confifted in raifing civil wars. 

* Conrad, fon to the emperor Frederick, had 
been already eleded king of the Romans in 
Germany, but in com^diance with tbe^ pope }p 
liow became neCeflary to defl: a new emperor; 
but neither the dukes of Saxony, of Brabant, 
Bavaria, or Auftria, nor yet any other prince 
of the empire, was concerned in thi^ elcftion, 
the new emperor being chofen entirely by the 
tifliops of Suafburg, Wirtfcurg, Spires, and 

Metz, 
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MaIz, : vriihi thofie of M^otz^ Tniers^ aiKl 'Co- 
lagnc* Tiie po-fon they sxtade choiii^ of was i 
itfndgrave pf Tiixirtngta* vfho was ftiled Alt^ 

• What aJxttKgeiciind.of ati/emperorhad Jlome 
wsnngotten :! 4i Jandgrav£.wfao!re.edvied the crowa 
mt^fcf^oia a &w.bi£op6t)frJbia>owftcottntry. The 
'yope- iv^wirenewed .-die xruiadieiagaii^ 
lick.;^ it 3finismoclatii»d hy the. preaching iriars^ 
ln0<¥ -cdHed SDCQiiioxis^ ^aodjtbe minor friars^ 
*l«ow called Cordeliearsrif FxaneUoansw This 
tfew^niilitiaof the popes ibegan about this timt 
^ht eAabliflied in .Eairope i the hxAy. .fee did 
iMft kowesirer CDnfipe biMt to die&i -Tmcafures^ 
but engaged in con^nracie&agiiaft dse life of sm 
vniperor; who ihad dared .to refiftithe decree of 
«i«cAtRc3vaiid^ppoie .the whole body of monks 
4Bid crufadefs ; ^i ^kaft wreicnow, that the em?- 
peroroomplained jof the pope's having ^counter 
nanced-pIotS'againflhis life, aqd (that theYtOpe 
tlever^ttiade^ny reply to the£p com^datnts. 

Thtif^tmeprelateswfaojhad taken the liberty 
4rf'Crftal»ig'-aneiemperor, made, another after th^ 
death of their Thiiringian ; this was <a count 
t^filcdland» Thus the pretenfions of Oermany 
to 'the 'Roman empire, cmly;fenred to tear it ia 
jiieoes. Tiiefe vary biihops who had joined » 
ttfiiming the. power of £le£ting emperors, now 
Ciir out among Tthemfelves^ and their count of 
|I(}tiatffdt#aS' Sain in the dvil war. . 
i 'Ff^derifk ;IL <was obliged to ftmggle wtdi 

thefpopesfromme&rther.endof jSi'^- ^ 
' 1249 cily.to the^extremity of Genpanyr.ft 
is 4id, diat when be was in Apulia^ 
lie difixivered that his ^phyfician, who had been 
ieduced hy pcype JanooentlV, iiad Jormeditbe 
<*- - • defign 
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tSefign of poifoning him. This fa£t appears 
doubtful to me ; but in all the doubts railed by 
the hiftory of thefe times, th^ only queftion 
IS concerning the greater or lefs degree of 
atrocity. 

. Frederick feeing with horror that it was im- 
poffible for hirji to truft with fafcty his life ia 
the hands of Cbriftians, was obliged to take 
Mahometans for his guard. It is foid, how- 
ever, that thefe could not fecure him againft the 
furious revenge of Manfred, one of his baftards, 
who ftrangled him in his laft illnefs. How- 
ever that be, this great and unhappy emperor, 
who was king of Sicily from his cradle, having 
worn for thirty-eight years the empty crown of 
Jerufalem, and the imperial diadem fifty- 
four, (he having been declared king 1250 
of the Romans in 1196) died at th« 
age of fifty-fcven, in the kingdom of Naples, 
and left the world in as great confufion at his 
death, as it was at his birth. Notwithftand- 
ing all the troubles he had to ftruggle with, 
he left his kingdoms of Naples and Sicily greatly* 
cmbellifhed and improved by his care ; he built 
townsj founded univerfities, and gave a kind 
of new life to learning. The Italian language, 
which was a compound of the Roman % and 
Latin, began firfl: to take a form in his reign ;• 

J The Romance, which is jhe fame, we fuppcftf, Aur a»- ' 
tlior calls the Roman tongue, was no other than a corrupted 
Latin, mixed with the language fpoken by the Barb^riins 
who ddugecl thrempire. It >/^as alfo called Provercai, J>«- 
caufe ufed in Provence ; and fome fpecimeni of it are flill 
extant ; particularly a copy of verfes by Rieiiard Coeur de 
Lion, publilhed in Mr. Walpolc's Catalogue of the Royil 
and Noble Authors. 

Vol. II. ^ E ani 
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jixtd there are verfes of his extant, in th^t tono;»cu 
But the numberlefs vexations and pppofitions^ 
he hatl to encounter, did as miich prejudice td 
the growth of th& liberal fqienccs, as they AH 
'to his great^and ufefal defigns.- ^ 

From the death of Frederick II. to the year 
S268, Germany remained without a head, but 
not in the fame manner as Greece had been, or 
antient Gaul, or ancient Germany, or Italy 
before it becartie fubjecfted to the Romans: 
Germany was neither a republic, nor a country 
divided between feveral fovereigns, but a body 
without a head, whofe members tore each other 
in pieces. * 

This diftrafted ftale of Germany furnilhed 
z fine opportunity, for the popes to have em^' 
braced, but they negkded it, and even fuf- 
iextd the lofs of Brefcia, Cremfona, Mantua^ 
and feveral other fmall town9. There wanted 
* jiow a warrior pope to recover thefe again, but 
few of the pontiflFs were of that charafter : they 
ihook the whole world indeed with- their bulls,' 
and difpofed of kingdoms at their pleafure. lit 
1 247 the pope, of his own pure authority^ pro- 
claimed Haqu in, king of Norway, and made* 
him legitimate, who was born a baftard; one 
of his legates crowned this new monarch, and 
received from him a tribute of fifteen thoufahd 
marks of filver, and five hundred more of the 
churches of Norway; which, in all probability,- 
was at leaft one half of the money then circu- 
latingj in fo poora country. 

This fame pope Innocent IV. creat- 

\^^^] ed likewife ohc Maiidoc king' of LiJ 

th«ania, but he was to hold bis crown as de- 

3 pen- 
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pendant on the fee of Rome : ** We receive, 
iaid his holinefs in his bull, dated the 15th July,, 
€251, this new kingdom of Lithuania, as thcf 
right and property of St. Peter, taking you, 
your wife and children, under our protecliom" 
This was in fome inanner imitating the gran- 
deur of the old Roman fenate, which was wont 
to beftow the titles of Icings and tetrarchs. Li- 
thuania was not however a kingdom, nor was) 
it till >near a century after^ that its inhabitants 
were prevailed on to e^abrace Chriftianity. 
■ The popes then talked like mailers of the. 
i^iiverfe, and yet were not able to be maftcrt; 
-at borne ; the diipofal of ftates coft them only, 
paper, but they could not recover a fingle vii* 
lage near Maatua or Fearrara, without having 
recourfe to intrigues* > 

Such was. the fituation of aiFairs m Europe^. 
<7ermany and Italy were rent in pieces; France 
was yet feebly Spain divided between the Chr-i^. 
dlians and Moors, which laft were entirely r 
<irii^n from Italy; England began to difputc. 
for liberty with its kings; the feudal govern- 
"ixiefit was^ every wbcre.eftabliflied ; chivjilry wa$ 
the prevailing faihion ; priefts were become* 
princes and warriors, and a fyftem of pplitics: 
lireyayed^.difi^rentin aknoft every reipe^ &omt 
that which at prefent influences the governmentr 
of Eurppe. te fine^ ail the.coti&tries tindea: 1^ 
Roman communion feeniBd to form a hqge re-*) 
public, of which -the emperor .and the popes 
wanted to bcthe head^' ^d this, repablic, tho'i 
divided, had ior a long time agreed,in the pro^. 
je(ft of the cruiadfs, which have given birth to 
-fuch gr<md and inf^unous anions, to new king- 
£.a., domii,. 
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doms, new cftablifliments, new miferies, and, 
in a word, have caufed much more unhappi* 
nefs than glory. 



CHAP. XLIII. 

Of the East at the Time of the Crusades. 

RELIGIONS always laft longer than em* 
pires ; Mahometanifm continued to ilou- 
riih after the empire of the caliphs had been 
overthrown by the Turcomans. It is a need- 
lefs trouble to fearch for the origin of thqfc 
Xurks, it is the f^me as. that of all other ccm- 
quering people, they were at firft fa vages, liv- 
ing upon rapine- The Turks formerly inha- 
bited a country beyond mount Taurus and the 
liTiaus, and, as fome fay, a great diftance from 
the Araxes : they were comprehended among 
thofe Tartars whom the ancients called by the 
name of Scythians. The great continent of 
Tartary, which is much larger than all Europe, 
has never been inhabited by others than Barba- 
rians 3 and their antiquities are little more de- 
ferring of a regular hiftory than the bears and 
wolves of their country. About the eleventh 
century they extended themfelves towards Muf- 
CQvy, and over-ran the borders of the Cafpian 
and Black Sea. The Arabs, under the firft 
f uccefTors of Mahomet, had fubdued almoft all 
Afia Minor, Syria, and Perfia ; at length the 
Turcomans came and fubdued the Arabs. 
• A caliph of the line of the Abaffides, . cal- 
led MotaiTem, fon to the grea( Almamon^ 

grandfon 
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grandfon of the famous Haroun Alrafchid, and 
cotemporary with our Lewis the Debonnaire, 
being, like his predegeflors, a proteSor and 
encourager of the arts, laid the firft ftone of 
that edmce under which his fucceiTors were at 
length crufhed. This prince fent for a body of 
Turkifh militia to be his guard, ahd never was 
there a ftronger example of the danger of in- 
troducing foreign troops ; five or fix hundred 
Turks, in the pay of Motaflem, became the 
founders of the Ottoman power, which hat 
Iwallowed up every other power from the Eu- 
phrates to the extremity of Greece ; and in our 
time has even laid fiege to the city of Vieima^ 
the capital of the German empire. This Tur- 
kifh militia growing in time more numerous^ 
became at length fatal to its mafters. A frefh 
body of Turks now came in, and took iad van- 
tage of the civil wars raifed againft the caliphs 
and their empire. The caliphs of Bagdat, of 
the race of the Abailides, foon faw themfelvet 
ftript of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, by the ca- 
liphs of the Fatimian line ; and, the Turks 
fiript both of them. 

Togrul Beg^ or Ortogrul Beg, from whom 
they make the Ottoman race to defcend, en- 
tered Bagdat nearly in the fame manner as the 
emperors have entered into Rome ; and made 
himfelf mafter of the perfon and capital of the 
ealiph Caiem, while he proftrated himfelf at 
his feet ; he then conduced him to his palace, 
holding the reins of his mule : but having either - 
better fortune or more fkill than the German 
emperors when in Rome^ he eftabliftied his 
power, and left nothing more to the caliph but 
the office of beginning prayers every Friday at 
£ 3 the 
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Ac mofepie, and the empty honour of inveKjig 
with their dominions all the Mahometan ty- 
rants who thought proper to • make themfelves 
Jbvereigns. 

It Ibould be remembered, that as the Tur- 
comans imitated the Franks, the Normans, and 
the Goths, in their irruptions ; they imitated 
them likewife in fubmitting to the laws, cu- 
ftoms,' and religion of the people they cojir 
quercd. In like manner did other Tartars be- 
have to die Chinefe ; and this is an advantage 
which every civilized people, though ever To 
weak, ought to have over Barbarians, though 
ever fo firong. 

Thus the criiph$ became only the chTcf^ 
fyf religidn, like the dairi or high-prieft of 
fapan^ who has the appearance -of Teighing ii) 
Cuhofama, and indeed is obeyed in thefe do- 
ininioAs j or like the xerif of Mecca, who calk 
the fuftan of (he Ttirtehis vicar; or feftly. 
fcch as the popes were tinder the kings of . 
Lombardy : though I am fe* from intending to 
fcotripare the throiie of error to that of tfirth;. 
I am only, comparing the revolutions which 
have happened to each, and remaAhig that the 
caliphs were once the inoft powerful fovcr^igni 
bJFthe Eaft, white the Roman pontifts werc^^of 
little or no riotei The empire of the caliphi 
however is now fallen beyond a poffibility of 
recovery, and the popes are by little and little 
become mighty fovereigns, confirmed in their 
/power, and refpe£ted by the neighbouring na- 
* tions ; and have m^de Rome one of the moft 
beautiful cities in the world. 
, At the time of the firft crufade, there was 
a caliph at Bagdat who beftowed inveftitures^ 

and 
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tod a Tyrkifli fultan who reigned. Several 
other Turkifh ufurpers, with fome Arabians, had 
fettled themfelves in Perfia, in Arabia, and in 
Afia Minor. Every thing was in a ftate pf dir 
vifion, which feemed to promife fuccefs to the 
crufades ; but then every one was up in arms, 
and th^fe people were to be attacked in their 
own territories, where they muft fight with the 
advant2^ge greatly on their fide. 

The empire of Conftantinople ftill maintainei) 
Itsauthority; ijtbad been^ov^Mdby fome princes ^ 
not unworthy oif reigning. Conftantine Por- 
phyro^enitus, fon to Leo the Philofopher, and 
bimfelf a philofopher, following the footfteps of 
}ii$ father, mad^ his r^ign happy, and if the 
government fell into contempt under Roiii^Aus* 
9ie ton of this Conftantine, it (lecame reipec-- 
table again und^ the r^ign of Nicephorus Pho'- 
cas, who recovered Ca^ia in the y^ar ^.i ^ 
before he became emperor. John Zimifces in- 
deed afiaflinated this emperpr, and ftained the 
imperial palace with the blood of his fovereign-: 
he even added hypocrify to his other crimes; 
but thenx)n the other hand he d^ended the 
emjure ^ainft the invafions pf the Turks antl 
Bulgarians. But Michael Papbls^natus loft 
Sicily, and Ro^ianus Diogenes almoft all tbaj^ 
xemained in the £aft, except the province of 
rontus. That province, which is now called: 
Turcomania, fell foon afterwards into the haod#. 
of Solyman the Turk, who i?piy became n^jtft^ 
pf the greateft part of Afi*i:Minpr, fixed th#- 
feat of his dominion at Nicea, from whence he 
threatened Conftantiiiople with an inyafion, a( 
the time that the crufadc^ wefc firft fet on 
jfoot.. 

E4 The 
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The Greek empire then, on the fide of the 
Turks, was almoft confined to the imperial 
city, but it ftill extended through all Greece, 
Macedonia, Epirus, Theflaly, Thrace, Ulyri-. 
cum, and even included the ifle of Candia. 
The continual wars in which it was engaged 
againft the Turks, though almoft always un- 
fuccefsful, ferved to keep up the remains of 
courage in the people. All the rich Chriftians of 
Afia, who were unwilling to.fubmit to the Ma- 
hometan yoke, had retired into the imperial city, 
which by thefe means became enriched with the 
fpoils of the provinces. In fhort, notwithftand- 
ing the various loflfes it had fuftained, notw.itb- 
ftanding the vices and revolutions among it$ . 
governors, this city, though in its decline, yet 
immenfe, populous, opulent, and the centre of 
voluptuoufnefs and pleafure, ftijl confidered it- 
felf as the capital of the world; The inhabi- 
tants rio longer called themfelves Greeks, but 
Romans ; their ftate was'a Roman jllate; and 
the weft ern nations, whom they called Latins, 
were looked up6n by them as a fet of rebellious 
Barbarkins. • • . 

Paleftine was then what h is at prefcnt, the 
^v^brft of felt the inhabited countries of Afia. 
This little province, which is about forty-five 
leagues in length, and from thirty to thirty- 
five in breadth, is almoft wholly coyered with 
barren rocks, on which there is hardly an hand^ 
ful of earth: were it cultivated, it might 
be compared to Swiflferland. The river Jor- 
-tlan, which in its broadeft part is about fifty 
feet wide, refembles the Aar, which flows 
through a valley lefs barren than the reft of 
Swiflerland^ and the fea of Tiberias maybe 

likrjied 
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likened to the lake of Greneva. However, thofe 
travellers who have examined both thcfe coun- 
tries, all give the preference to Svvifferland. 
It is not unlikely that Judea might have been 
better cultivated when in poffdfion of the Jews; 
they were obliged to fpread a little earth upon 
the face of the rocks, in order to plant their 
vines. This fmall quantity of earth, mixed 
with the fpl inters of the rocks, was fupported 
by low walls, the remains of which arc ftill to 
be feen at certain diftances. 

Notwithftanding all this care, Palcftine could 
never, furnifh fubfiftence for its inhabitants j 
and as the thirteen cantons fend out the fuper- 
fluity of their people to ferve in the arniies of 
foreign princes who are willing to take them 
into pay^ in like manner the Jews all went 
abroad to follow the trade of brokers in Afia 
and Africa; and as foon as Alexandria was built 
they fettle/l there. The trading Jews hardly 
ever refidcd in Jerufalem ; and I queftion whe- ^ 
ther, in the moft flourifhing times of this little 
ftate, it had any members- fo wealthy as the 
Hebrews who now live at Amfterdam and the 
Higuc. 

When Omar, who fucceeded Mahopnet, made 
hitnfelf matter of the fwjitful country of Syria, 
he took Paleftine ; and as the Mahometans loolc 
upon Jerufakm as an holy city, he embellifhed 
it with a maghfficent mofque, built of marble, 
and covered^with lead ; the infide adorned with 
a prodigious number of filver lamps, among 
which there were many of pure gold. When 
the Turks, who had alfeady embraced Maho- 
metanifm, afterwards made themfelves matters 
of thi^ country in the year 1055; they paid 
E 5 great 
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great refpeft to this mofque, and the city 
Sill continued peopled with (even or efght 
thoufand inhabitants, which was the mod its 
walls were then capable of containing, or the 
circumjacent country able to nourifh. This 
people got their wealth almoft entirely by the 
pilgrimages made to their city by the Chrif- 
tians and Muflulmans', the former to vifit the 
holy fepulchre, and the latter the famous 
mofque. Every pilgrim paid a certain acknow- 
ledgment to the Turkifh emir, who refided in 
the city, and fomethtng to the imans, who 
lived by fhewing the curiofities of the place to 
thofe who were deiirous of ^eing them. 

C H A P. XLIV. 

Of the Firft Crusade, till the taking of Je- 
rusalem. 

SUCH was the ftate of Afia Minor, when a 
pilgrim of Amiens ftirred up the crufades : 
he was then known only by the name of Cou- 
coupetre, or Cucupietre, as we arc told by the 
daughter of the emperor Comnenus, who faw 
this hermit at Conftantinople : he is known to^ 
us by the name of Peter the Hermk. However^ 
this man, who was a native of Picardy, and 
liad all the obftinacy of his countrymen, -was 
fo incenfed at the exaftions which he had 
met with at Jerufalem, talked of them at his 
return to Rome in fuch ftrong terms, and 
painted them forth in fo ftriking a %ht» that 
pope Urban II. thought him the moft proper 

perfon 
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perfon he could pitch upon to Tecond Jthe grand 
deiign »yhicjj th€ popes had a long time con- 
ceived of arnjing Chriftendoni a^inft jtie Ma- 
hometans : accordingly he difpatched Peter 
.through all the jarovinces, to conamunicate, by 
the force -of hi? ftrpn^ imagination, the warmth 
pf his femimejnt§, ai^d to; ibw th$ feqds of en- 
IthuCafm,. ^ 

Urban IL at fength held ^ council j^yjA 
Jn the apen field3> ne^T PJacentia, at ™^ 
which were prefent upwards of 30,000 fecu- 
lars, befides ecclefiaftics. At this council they 
deliberated on the pro pe reft method of reveng- 
ing the caufe of ChrilHanity upon the infidels. 
Alexis Comnenus, the Greci^ emperor, fa- 
ther to that princefs who wrote the hiftojry of 
)ier timeS;, fent ambafiadprs to this council to 
demand affiftance againft the MufiUmans ; bu.t 
he had no reafon to expefl it either from the 
pope or the Italians. The Normans had then 
.taken Naples and Sicily from the Greeks. The 
j>Qpe> who wanted atleaft to be lord -paramount 
pf thefe kingdoms, being likewife the rival: 
of the Greek church, became, in coniequence 
of this fituation, the declared enemy of the 
eafterai emperors, as he was in private of the 
;emperors of the Weft. The pope therefore 
was fo far from fuccouring the Greeks, th;it he 
^imed at bringing the whole paft into fubjtc- 
tion to the Latins. 

But notwithftanding the proje<ft of carrying 
the war into Paleftine was fo applauded by all 
the members of the council of Placeutir., there 
were none who embraced it. The principal 
Italian lords had' too muchiyufinefs of their own 
;to,mauage at homcv^md would not qtiit a dc- 
E 6 ti-htful 
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lightful country, to go and fight on the bor^ 
ders of Arabia retraea. 

The pope therefore, found it ne* 
^5 ceflary to call another council at Cler- 
mont in Auvergne, where he made a fpeech in 
the market-place. In Italy they wept over the 
calamities of the Chriftians in Afia,, but in 
France they took up arms for their defence. 
This country was peopled by a great number 
of new lords, who were reftlefs, independant, 
and fond of a lif<j of war and diffipation, for 
the moft part plunged in crimes that are the 
confequences of debauchery, and in an igno- 
rance equal to that debauchery. To thefe the 
pope promifed the remiflion of all their fins, 
and to open to 'them the gates of heaven, 
only impofing on them as a penance, the in- 
dulging of their favourite paffion, for war and 
plunder. Upon this they ftrove who fliould- 
be foremoft to take up the crofs; and then 
the churches and religious orders purchafed'for a 
trifling confideration many of the eftates of the 
lords, who fuppofed that they fhould want only 
a very little money, and their own arrtis, ta 
conquer kingdoms in Afia. Thus, for example, 
Godfrey of Bouillon fold his eftate of Bouillon 
to the chapter of Liege, and Stenay to the bi- 
bifhop of Verdun; Baldwinj^. this Godfrey's 
brother, fold to this fame bifhop the few pof- 
feffions he had in that country. The inferior 
lords of manors fet out at their Own expence*, 
and the poorer gentlemen followed them as 
fquJres. The fpoils ^v^re to be divided accord- 
ing to the rank and expehces of the crufaders ; 
this occafioned fome difputes, but at the fame 
time it proved a powerful motive to proceed, 

and 
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and religion, avarice^ and reftleflhefs all con- 
Tpired to fpur on thefe emigrations. They en- 
lifted an infinite number of infantry and horfc^ 
men, under a thoufand different banners. This 
crowd of crufaders made their rendezvous at 
Conftantinople : monks, women, merchants, 
Triftuallers, mechanics, all fet out, imagining 
that they fhoruld find the road lined with Chri- . 
ftians, ready to gain 'indulgencies by fur- 
ni&ing them with fubfiftence. Upwards of 
crghty thoufand of thefe vagabonds aflembled 
under the banner of Coucoupetre, whom I 
Iball for the future call Peter the Hermit, and 
wha walked at the head of the army with fan- 
dais .on his feet, and a rope tied round his 
waift. A new fpecies of vanity I 

The firft expedition of thi« hermit-general 
was the befieging a Chriftian city in Hun-*- 
gary, called Malavilla, becaufe the inhabitants 
refufed to fumifli the foldiers of Jefus Chrtfl: 
with provifions, who, notwithftanding the pre- 
tended (anftity of their enterprize, behaved like 
a troop of highway robbers. The city was 
taken by aflault, given up to plunder, and the 
inhabitants put to the fword. The hermit was 
then ho longer raafter of his crufaders, who 
were intoxicated with the thirft of plunder : one 
of his lieutenants, cMed Gautier fans Argents, 
(or Walter the Moneylefs) who commanded half 
of his forces, behaved in the fame manner in 
Bulgaria. The countries through which thejr 
pafied foon joined to oppofe thefe public rob- . 
bers, and they were almoft all of them cut off; 
and the hermit, after the greateft fatigues, ar- 
rived at length before Conftantinople with 
twenty thoufand perfons ftarving with hunger. 

A 
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. A German ,ps^»cber ^sdled Oodefoalqufif ut^ 
tempting to pUy 'the iajne rgftmC) wa,siUll worfp 
heated s for as ibon aE8 he arrived wijLh his diC- 
ciples in that fame Jcingdomof Hungarj^^whexc 
his predeceflors bad formerly committed fo many 
^xceileS} the very fight of the re^ crofs which 
Ihey "wore was like a jignal^ at which the x^a^ 
tives fell upon thewi, and maHacred -eyery maiu 

Another tribe of difsfe adventurers, rompofed 
of above two hundred iboufand peribn$, wor 
men, priefts., fcholars, ^nd peasants, imaginlag 
that they wx:re ^ing to -defend Jefus Chrift^ 
thought theyou^t tp exterminate all the Jews 
*hey foHiid in their way. There were gJiea; 
numbers of thofe on the frontiers of France^ 
9nd they had almoft all the trade of the king- 
dom in their hands. The Chrifttans, thini^ij^ 
they were reveimguig the caufe of God, feS 
upon thefe unhappy people, and put them all to 
ihe fword. Never had this , nation fuiFered fp 
bloody a nxafiacre jEmce the time of Adrian: 
rtey were butchered at Verdun, Spirea, Worms^ 
Cologne, and 'Mentz ; and numbers laid vio- 
Jent hands on themfelves, after having ripped 
^pen the bellies of their wives, to prevent their 
/ailing into the hands of their barl»raus pede^^ 
eutors. Hungary, however, proved the grave 
0f this third army of cr^faders. 

In the mean timeJPeter the Hermit, while he 
vwas lying before Qonftantiao^le, fouiul a frefii 
xeeruit of Italian and German vagabonds, who 
joined him, and plundered all the counti^ round * 
the city. The emperor Alexis Comnenus, 
who governed at that time, was certainly a 
prince of great wifdom and moderation ; he 
.contented himfelf with getting rid, as foon as 

poiiibIe> 
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jx>£ible9 of fuch troublefome guefts, by fumifk- 
ing tbem with veflfek to tractipart them ^ the 
other fide of the Bofphorus. Xj^neral Peter 
at length faw himfelf at the bead of a Chrif- 
.tian armv:, ready to give battle to the Mufful- 
mans. Soliman, fukan of Nice, with a body of 
difciplined troops, fell upon this fcatitered 4iiul- 
titude, and Walter the Moneylefs^ with aiafiy 
of the poor nobility, were (lain. The hermit^ 
however, made his way back to Conftanti- 
nople, where he was looked upon as z- fanatic* 
who had enlified a multitude of madmen to fol- 
low him. 

This however wa» not the cafe with refpeA 
to the other chiefs of the crufades, forae of 
whom were more politic, had lefs ^nthufiafo, 
and were more accuftomed to command ; be- 
fides, they had troops that were a little better 
difciplinea. Godfrev of Bouillon was at the 
bead of .feventy thouiand foot and ten thoufand 
horfe, armed cap^a-pee, under the banners ef 
a great number of lords, who all janged them* 
felves under his flandard. 

In the mean time Hugh, brother to Philip L 
king of France, marched through Italy, accom- 
panied by feveral other lords, who had joined 
him, and went in fearch of adventures; almoft 
• the whole of his fortune confifting in the title 
of brother to a king, who himfelf was not veuy 
powerful. But what appears ftill more ftrangc 
is, that Robert duke of Normandy, eldeft fon 
of William the conqueror of England, left bis 
dutchy, in which he was fcarcely eftablifhed, 
and, after being driven out of England by his 
younger brother William Rufus, mortgaged 
XVormandy to him,, to furnifhout the e^^pences 
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of this armament. He is faid to have been a 
debauched and fuperftitious prince, two quali- 
ties which always proceed from a weakness of 
underftanding, and which now prompted hiih 
to engage in this expedition f. 

Old Raymond, count of Touloufe^ who go- 
verned Languedoc and a part of Provence, and 
who had before fought againft the MufTuInfians 
in Spain, did not think his age, or the in- 
t(&refts of his country, -fufficient reafons a- 
gainft the ardent defire he had of vifiting Pa- 
leftine : accordingly he was one of the firft 
who appeared in arms, and foon after pafled 
the Alps at the head of near one hundred thou- 
fand men. He did not then forefee, that vcrv 
foon a crufade would be preached up againft his 
own family. 

The moft politic of all the crufaders, and 
4)erhaps the x)nly politician amding them, was 
Bohemond, fon to that Robert Guifcard who 
conquered Sicily. This whde family, on its be- 
ing tranfplanted into Italy, fought to aggran- 
dize themfelvesj fometimes at the expence of the 
popes, fometimes oii- the ruins of the Greek 
empire. This Bohemond had himfelf, for a 
long time, maintained a war againft the em- 
peror Alexis, both in Epirus and Greece. 
Having no other inheritance but the fmall prin- 
cipality of Tarentum, and his oWn valour, he 
took advantage of the epidemical enthufiafm of 
Europe, to aflemble under his banner ten thou- 
fand horfemen well armed, and fome infantry, 
with which he hoped to be able to conquer a few 

f Robert was much more famous for his heroic valour, 
and good nature even to excefs, than for his dtbaucliery. 
He was alfo. a generous patron of tlic liberal ar^s^ and fio 
bad poet for tlie times. 
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provinces^ either from the Chriftians or the In« 
fidels. 

The princefs Anna Comnena obferves, that 
her father was greatly alarmed at thefe prodU 
gious emigrations which poured in upon his 
country. ** One would have imagined, fays flie, 
that all Europe, rent from its foundations, wa» 
going to fall upon Afia." What would Ihc have 
&id then, had the three hundred thoufand men» 
part of which followed Peter the Hermit, .an4 
the reft the prieft Godefcalcus, ftill continue^ 
in being ? .. 

A propofal was made to the pope, for him to 
put himfelf at the head of thefe immenfe armies 
which were ftill left. This was the only fure 
method of arriving at univerfal monarchy^ 
which was now become the darling pbje<^ of 
the court of Rome ^ but. this enterprize, whicb 
pope Gregory VII. had indeed the boldnefs to 
conceive, required the genius of a Mahomet of 
an Alexander to execute. The obftacles were 
numerous and great, and Urban confidered only 
the obftacles* 

The pope, and the princes who had taken 
up the crofs, had their different views in this 
grand affair; and Coilftantinople ftood in dread 
of them all. The Latins were univerfally hated 
there, and confidered as heretics and barbarians. 

Thofe the Greeks feared the moft, and with 
•reafon too, were.Bohemond and hisNeapolitans^ 
as being enemies to the empire. But fuppof^ 
ing the defig^spf Bohemond to have been ever 
fo juft, what right had thefe weftern princes to 
come and felze for themfelves the provinces 
which the Turks had taken from the Greeli^ 
emperors? 

We may form fome idea of the bnl^ arrot 
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•Rimccof thde lords of Ac crufadc, from tl«r 
ftory related by the princefs Anna .Comnena,* 
Hof a certain French count, who, at a public 
cerefnony, feated himfclf by the emperor's fide 
«n his throne ; and when Bddwin, brother to 
Godfrey of BouiHon, took hold of his hand to 
«iafcc fcim; retire, the indHcroet wretch cried^ 
'«1oud in his barbarous jargon^ Foila unfiaifant , 
rt^e que u Grte^ depaffhir devant tk^gens comme 
iwus. ** A pretty clown of a Greek this, to- 
fit down before Tuch menas we are V* Thefe 
words were interpreted . to Alexi^^. who only 
%aSMi at then. One or two indifcrcttons of this* 
4ilnd are foficient to drf^race a whole nation.- 
It was morally nnpoffiblqr that fuch guefts- 
Aou'ld not demand provifions with arrogance,. 
md that the Greeks ffiould not rcftrfe them-^ 
^h contempt.- This wai the caufe of con- 
4Mi«alflcirmifter between the natives and God- 
li^'s army, which was the firft that appeared* 
rfter the ra^yacious foHowers of Peter the Her- 
tek. Go dfr ey at length went fo far as to at- 
tack the Aiburbs of Conftaniihoplej which thb 
femperor defended in perfom. The bi&op of 
Puy lA Auyergiie9.tbe pope's Ittptc in the army 
of the cnxfade, was abfolutply far having Acia 
feegin their, expedition againft the infidels^. 
by laying fiege to the city that was the refi* 
dence ot the chief of all the chriftian princes. 
Bohemond, who was then in Sicily, was df 
the^iamc opinion, and fent courier after coui- 
ricr, to diffiiade CJodfrey from coming to aA 
Accommodation with the emperor. HvJghm> 
brother to the king of France, had at the feme 
^me the imprudence to ieaye Sicily, where he 
thenw^ wHh Bohemond, am} to traniportlum'- 
ielfalm% alone into ^eterrhories- of Alexis.. 
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To this a£l of indifcrction, he adicd that of 
wrttuig letters full of the moft infoldnt ex- 
preffions, which vraa veiy imprudent, as Well 
as unbecoming in a penon who had not zn. 
army at his command. The consequence of 
this behaviour was his being feized,. and de* 
t^hed prifoner for fome time. At len^, how- 
pvety the emperor, hy a prudent policy, divert* 
ed all thefe ftorms. He fumiihed the crufadei^ 
with provifions, engaged all the principal lords 
to pay him homage for the lands t^ey Aoidd 
conquer ; and after loading diem with prefents,, 
tranfported them one after another into Afia. 
Bohemond^ wiio was the peribn he dreaded the 
moft, lie treated the moft magnificently. Whe!^ 
that prince canie to do him homage at Con- 
ftantinople, and was viewii^ the rarities of the 
palace, Ale»6 ordered a oabifiet to be (iUed with 
teriofoies in gold and fllver, of thecAioiceft 
workmanihip, and wkh jewels of ail kinds, 
thrown together without order, and that the 
door of diis cabinet (hould be left open*. Bohe» 
nond^ in pacing through the apartment, faw 
liiis treifttre, to which tfaofe who conduced 
him feemed not to pay the leaft attention;. 
^^ Is it poSklcy jcried he in the irtmoft fur- 
prise,, that fuch ^oriotts things as thefe iboiidd 
1|6 negledcd ? Were they mine, I iiould think 
myfelf the greateft prince upon earth." The 
iame evening the emperor feat him the ^afainet^ 
wi±h alt its rich -moveables. This tnm&Sioa 
is related Vf the emperor's own daughter, wild 
was eye-witne(s to it ♦. Such was the^ be* 

* We muft read thU account with grains of aIIowaii^, 
vonfidering that tt was written by the, emperor's owA- 
4aiight60 and reprefents ihi cKara^r of her father in a 
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haviour of this prince, whom every difintcr- 
jefted man will ftile wife and magnificent, but 
whom the greater part of thofe who have writ 
the hiftory of . the crufades have treated as perfi-« 
dious, becaufe he would not be the flave of a 
dangerous multitude, ' 

When he had at length got happily rid of 
them, and they were all paffed into Afia Minor^ 
a review was made of the army jiear Niceay 
when it was found to confift of an hundred 
thou£uid horfemen, and ilx hundred thoufand 
foot, including the women^ This number^ 
added to the firfl crufaders who perilhed under 
the hermit, and others, makes about one mil- 
lion on? hundred thoufand, which may juftifyr 
what is faid of theafmies ef the kings of Per-^ 
£ay who poured in upon Greece^ and al|a 
what is related of the tranQ)lantations of ifo 
many barbarians. The French at length, and 
particularly Raymond count of Toulofe, now 
£cmnd themfqlves exaSly in the fame country 
which the fouthern Gauls had travcrfed thir-* 
teen hundred years before, when they went to 
ravage Afia Minor, and give their name to a^ 
province of Galatia. 

. Hiftoriaiis rarely give us iany account how 
thefe vaft multitudes were fubfifted, although 
this was a circumftance which required as 



very different light from that in which it is exhibited by 
the hiftorians Zonaras, Gl/cas, Baronius, Otto FrUGngenfiSj 
^c. whQ paint the emperor Alexis Comnenu;^ as a mean^ 
perfidious, fordid prince. The Alexiade wri^tten by the 
princeTs Anne, was tranflated from the Creek into Latin 
by different hands, and. finally pubfilbed in French by the 
prefident Coufin. It Ms a work of gfeat ingenuity, com«>^ 
fnoidbj fome to the hiftory of X^intos 'Curttus. 

much 
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nracfa care as the war itfelf. Venice at firft 
refufed to fupply them, as fhe carried on a more 
profitable trade than ever with the Mahometans, 
and was afraid of lofing the privileges her citi- 
zens enjoyed amongft them. The Genoefc, 
the Pifans, and the Greeks fitted out veflels 
laden with provilions, which they fold to the 
crufaders ui their march along the fea-coail of 
Afia Minor. The Genoefe became rich by 
thefe means, and the world was aftonifhed to 
fee that ftate become on a fudden a formidable 
power. 

Old Solyman th.e Turkifh fultan of Syria, 
• who was under the caliphs of Bagdat, what the 
mayors of the palace were under the race of Clovis,' 
was not able, even with the affiftance of his 
fon, to make head agajnft the firft torrent of 
all thefe princes engaged in the crufade, their 
troops being better chofen than thofe of Peter 
the Hermit, and difciplined as well as their li- 
centioufnefs and enthufiafm would permit. 

Nicea was taken, and Solyman's 
army commanded by his fon, twice '97 
beaten. • The Turks and Arabians were un- 
able at firft to ftand the ihock of fuch multi* 
tudes cafcd in iron, their great war-horfes, 
and thofe forefts of fpears to which they had 
never been accuftomed. 

Bohemond had the art to prevail on the cru- * 
faders to yield him the fruitful country of 
Antioch. Count Baldwin went as far as Me- 
fopotamia, where he took the city of EdefTa, 
and formed a little ftate. At length the cru- 
faders laid ficge to Jerufalem, of which the ca- 
liph of Egypt had taken poffefEon by his lieu- 
tenants. Moft hifiorians tell us that the army 

of 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



*94s Or THi First CRUSADE,* 

•of the befiegers was diimniihed by iki|:miAm^ 
ilcknefs, and the garrifons they left m thcCQnr. 
iQuered towns, to twenty ihoufand foot, and^ 
4fteen hundred hoife j and that Jerufalem was! 
plentifully provided wit;h every thing, and de-^ 
/ended by a garrifon of forty thoufaiid foI~v 
fliers ; they take care to add, at the (ame time,, 
that befides their garrifon, there were twenty 
^oufand inhabitants determined to defend k. 
to the lafl extremity. But what reader is there. 
*ip his fenfes, who mi^ aot fee that it is mo-; 
rally impoiTible for an army of twenty thoufand: 
men to befiege Y>ne of fixty thou£u»l in a for- 
tified place : but hiftorians are always fond of 
the marvellous* 

The truth is, that after five weeks iiege the 
city was taken by aflaijt, and that all thoTc. 
wha were not cbriftians Were maflacred. Peter-, 
the Hermit, who from being a general had be- . 
comue a chapkun, was prefent at the taking of 
the city, and at the mafl&cre which enfued«^ 
5ome cbriftians, whom the Muflulmen had fnf- 
fered tb live in the city, led the conquerors, 
into the private caves and hidii^ places, inhere, 
the mothers bad taken (belter with their 
children^ who were all put to the fworiL 
All hiftorians agree, that after this butchery,, 
the cbriftians befmeared and dropping with: 
blood, went in proceffion to the place where 

they were told was the fepulchre 
. 1099 ofChrift, and there burft into tears* 

It is very probable that they might 
give fome figns of religion while in that holv 
place; but a tendernefs which {b(2wed itfelf ' 
in tears is hardly to be reconciled with thfe 
giddy, furious, debauched^ and cfu^ turn of 

teind 
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mind they fhewed on thefe occafions. A maa 
snay be both furious and tender but not at the 
fame time. 

The crufaders made themfelres mafters of 
Jerufalem on the fifth of July 1099, at the 
time that Alexis Comneaus was emperor of 
^heEaft, Henry rV^. of the Weft, and while 
Urban II. th6 Roman pontiff^ was yet livings 
.who died however before he received the news 
of the fuccefs of this crufadc, of which he had 
been the author. 

The lords being now mafters of Jerufalems 
flmmediately ailonoled tochufe akingof Judea* 
The ecclefiaftic^ who had followed .the army 
«irere prefent at this aflembly ; and had the info- 
lence to declare, that fuch an ele£lron would 
be void and null, becaufe, (aid they, the elec- 
tion of a patriarch fhould always precede that 
<>faking. 

Notwithftanding this declaration, Godfrey of 
Bouillon was chofen not king Jbut duke of Jeru- 
falem. A few months after, a legate named d'Am- 
berto arrived there, and got himfelf nominated 
patriarch by the clergy, when the firft thmg that 
he did was to clatn;ithe little kingdom of Jeru- 
falem for himfelf $ and Godfrey, who had conr 
quered the city at the hazard of his life, wzs 
obliged to yield it to this biibop. He however 
referved the port of Joppa, and fome privileges 
in Jerufalem: but his own 'country which he; 
Jbad quitted was far fuperior to any thing h^ 
had acquired in Paleftine. 
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CHAP. XLV. 

Crusades after the taking of Jerusalem* 

FROM the fourth century, one third of 
the globe had been a prey to almoft per- 
petual emigrations. The Huns, who came from 
Chinefe Tartary, fettled themfelves at laft on the 
banks of the Danube, and from thence having 
penetrated under their leader 'Attila into the 
two Gauls and Italy, they remained fixed in - 
Hungary. The Heruli, and the Goths made 
themfelves matters of Rome. The Vandals 
came from the coafts of the Baltic fea, and 
conquered Spain and Africa, The Biirgundi- 
ans invaded one of the Gauls, and the Franks 
entered the other. The Moors enflaved the 
Vifigoths, who. had poffeffion of Spain, while 
another nation of Arabs extended their con-, 
quefts into Perfia, Afia Minor, Syria, and Egypt. 
The Turks came from the borders of the Caf- 
pian fea, and divided amongft them the terri- 
tories which the Arabs had conquered. The 
European crufaders overflowed Syria in much 
larger numbers than all the other nations to- 
gether muttered in their emigrations, while the 
Tartar Gengis-khan fubdued Upper Afia. And 
yet after fome time there did not remain the 
leatt footfteps of the conqueftsof the crufaders ; 
whereas, on the contrary Gengis, the Arabs, 
the Turks, and other nations, have formed 
confiderable ettablifhments at a very great di- 
ftance from their native countries. We may 
perhaps eafily difcover the true caufes of the 
little fucce/Tes of the crufaders. 

The 
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' The fame circumftances produce the fame 
^ffeSs. We have feen that when Mahomet's 
iucceilbrs had conquered a number of kingdoms, 
they were divided by difcord: the crufaders 
experienced nearly the fame fate, only they 
conquered fewer countries, and were fooner 
divided. There were alfcady three petty chri- 
ftian ftates formed in Afia, viz. Antioch, Je- 
jrufalem, and Edeffa 5 a few years after, there 
was a fourth ereijied, which was that of Tripoli, 
in Syria, given, to young Bertrand, fon to the 
count of T)uIoufe. But, in order to make the 
conqueft of Tripoli, they were obliged to have 
jecourfe to the Venetians for fhips, who then 
entered into the crufade, and made the others 
yield them up a part of this conqueft. 

Of all the new princes who had promifed to 
jpay homage for their acquifitions to the Greek 
. emperor, not one kept his word, and all were 
jealous of each other. In a little time, thefe 
new ftates, after being divided and fubdivided, 
pafted into many different hands ; and there rofe 
up, the fame as in France, feveral petty lords ; 
as counts of Joppa, and marquifles of Galilee, 
Sidon, Acra, and Cefarea. Solyman, who had 
loft Antioch and Nice, Hill kept the open 
country, which was inhabited by Mahometan 
tribes j fo that both during Solyman's time and 
after, there was in Afia a mixture of Chriftians, 
Turks, and Arabs, who were perpetually at 
war with each other ; and a Turkifli and a Chri- 
ftian caftle were frequently found in the fam« 
neighbourhood, tla to this day in Germany the 
cftates of the proteftants and catholics are mu- 
tually intermingled. 

Vol. II. F Of 
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Of the million of fouls which had (stitlred 
into this crufade, very few were now rentaining. 
The fame ofthcirfucceffes had drawn a fwarm 
of new adventurers out of the Weft. Prince 

• Hughi brother to Philip I. brought ^a frcfh 
'multitude, which was continually encreafmg by 
Italians and Germans, who joined them on Aeir 

'way ; thefe have been computed at three hundred 
thoufand J but if we neduce this number to two 
thirds, there will ftill remain two hundred thou- 
fand men Ibft to Chriften'dohi : for Ihefe, when 
near Coiiftahtiriople, were treated in much the 
fame hianner as the followers of *Peter the 

*tlermit had been -, while thofe 'w^ho landed in 

* Afia were cut to pieces by the troops of fuhto 
Solyman j and prince Hugh died almoft defertcd 
*in Afia Minor. 

But what further proves, in my opinion, ^fhe 

''extreme weak'nefs of Jerufalem, is the eftabfifli- 

ment of thofe religious bodies of fbldieiy, the 

'Templars and Hofpitalfers : for uiidoabtedly 

thefe monies, tvho were originally ihftituted' to 

' attend upon the ffckj didnot think themfelvesin 

' fafety, fince they took up arms. Befides;when the 

community is well governed, private'affocJations 

are feldom made. 

The religious, confecrated to the fervice of 
the wounded, having m^de a vow to take up 
arms. in the year iii8, there was ftiddenly 
formed a militia of the fame fort, under the 
name of Templars, Who took this title* on ac- 
count of their living near to that church which, 
it was faid, had been fortfterly the temple of 
Solomon.' Thefe eftabliflimefits owe their foun- 
dation entirely to the Frerich, or at leaft to the 
inhabitants of a country fmce annexed to France. 

Ray- 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



the taking^of J^husaitEm. . 99 

^a]rmond Pupuyi ftrft grand-mafter and foun- 
.der of the, militia oF .Hibfpitallers, was born in 
X)auphiny; 

No fooper yr^rt thesle two orders eftablilhed 
hy the pope^s bulls, t:han they becaitle rich, 
^jand i;-ivals, and fought as often againft each 
other ^s againft the Aliiffulmans: Soon after 
-this order, a iievv 9rie .was eftabliflied in fa- 
vour of the poor Chrillians who had been 
^abandoned in..Pal,eftine ; this was the order of 
the Teutonic monks, ^ who afterwards in Eu- 
rope became a inilitia of conquerors. 

In./biort, thf fituation of the Chriftians was fp 
4precarious,*that.BaIdwiri, the fifft king of Jeru- 
^falem^. who reigned af^er the death of his brother 
.Godfrey, was taken^ prifoner almoft at the very 
:,gates of ^e city by a Turkifli prince. 

The;Chriftians began i^ow to grow more arid 
jmpre vfeak every, day. in Jthofe countries which 
.^ey. Jiad co^ujuerpd. The /firft conquerors 
. were; no more,^nd. jtheir fucceflbrs were funk 
, in effeminacy. iThe little. kingdom of Edefla 
jjiad al^:?ady be^ri takeh by the Turks in 1140, 
.ai|d Jeijui^em itfelf was threatened. The em- 
perors finding their neighbours the princes of 
^Antioch, were only ncw^ ufurpers, made war 
t.vpontjiem, and not without reafon : upon 
.which, the Chriftians of Afia, ready tobeovef- 
; ppverpd on every fide, folicited Europe for a 
, n^yf, crufade. 

The French had beg\m the firft inundation, 
I therefore they were applied to, in order to make a 
; fecond. Pope Eugenius III. the difciple of St. 
r, Bernard, t^e founder ofClervaux, very wifety 
: pitchied upon his firft matter to be the inftru- 
^aaejitof apew depopulation. N.ev:^idid gov/n- 
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man better reconcile the hurry of bufinefs 
with the auflerity of his profeffion, nor had any 
one ever attained to fo high a degree of per fona^l , 
refpeft, which is always above authority itfelfc 
His fello\y ftudent, the abbot Sugcr, wz$ prime 
minifter of France, his difciple was pope^ but 
Bernard, though no more than abbot of Cler- 
vaux, was the oracle not only of France, but 
alfo of Europe. 

, At Vezelai in Burgundy, a fcafFold 
, . ^^ was erefted in the public market-place, 
on which Bernard appeared by the fide of Lewis 
the Young, king of France. He fpoke firft, 
the king feconded him, and was the firft who 
took the crofs from the hands of St. Bernard, 
and his example was followed by all prefent. • 
Suger, the prfme minifter, would fain have 
diffuaded the king from abandoning the cer- 
tain advantages he might make in his own do- 
minions, to go to Hungary in fearch of pre- 
carious conquefts j but the eloquence of St. 
Bernard, and the prevailing fpirit of the tin>es, 
without which that eloquence would have beea 
nothing, carried it againft the prudent advice of 
the minifter. 

We have had Lewis the Young reprefented 
as a prince rather fcrupulbus than virtuous. In 
one of thofe civil wars which the feudal go- 
v^hmcnt in France rendered unavoidable, the 
king's troops tiad burnt the church of Vitry, 
and the people who had taken refuge there all 
periflied in the flames. They eafily found 
means to perfuade the king, that ne had no other 
way of expiating this guilt, but by a journey to 
Paleftine s whereas he might have made a much 
more fuitable reparation by ftaying at home^ and 

govern- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



the taking of Jerusalem. ioi 

governing his kingdom in a wife and prudent 
manner. His young wife, Eleanor of Guienne, 
engaged to accompany him in this crufade, 
either becaufe fhe then loved him, or becaufe 
the cuftoms of thofe times made it a point of 
decency to follow her hufband to thofe kind 
of wars. 

St. Bernard had acquired fo extraordinary a 
f eputation in this affair, that in a new aflembly 
held at Chartres, he was chofen chief of the 
crufade. This may appear an almoft incredible 
faft ; but every thing is to be believed of the 
religious frenzy of the populace. St. Bernard 
had too much underftanding to expofe himfelf 
to the ridicule which would have attended a 
ftep of this kind. The example of Peter th« 
Hermit was recent in the minds of every one : 
he therefore wifely refufed the office of general, 
and contented himfelf with that of prophet. 

From France he went to Germany, wherf 
he met with another monk who was preaching; 
up the crufade ; but he foon filenced this rival, 
who had not the pope's miffion j and at length 
he gave the red crofs to the emperor Conrad 
III. and made him a public promife, in tho 
name of God, ofviftoryover the Infidels. Soon 
after this, one of his difciples, named Philip^ 
wrote over to France, that Bernard had per- 
formed a great number of miracle^ fince he had 
been in Germany : it was not indeed pretended 
that he raifed the dead to life 5 but the blind 
received fight, the lame walked, and the fick 
were healed. We may' reckon among thefe 
prodigies, that he always preached to the Ger- 
mans in French. 

F 3 Tht 
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The h6pes of certain viftory drew after the. 
emperor and the king of France the greatcft* 
part of the knights in their dominions 5 and it* 
is faid, that in eadi army there were reckoned* 
feventy thoufand men, iri complete armoiir,' 
with a prodigious number of light horfe, ex- 
clufive of the infantry; fo that we cannot well' 
reduce this fecond emigration to lefs than 
three hupdred thoufand perfons, who, joined to* 
dne mlllibn three Huhdred thpufend fent be- 
fore, makes in the whole oiie million fix hun-* 
drcd thoufand tranftlanted inhabitants, Thrf 
Germans were the nrft who took the field, the? 
French followed theth. It is natural, that of* 
fo great a. multitude' niufibers niuft haVe bee'rt 
Carried ofFby ficknefs^, upon gbing' ihto a dif- 
ferent climate. Intemperance, however, pro- 
duced a mortality in Conrad^s army, near thd 
pjaihs of Conftantinoi^le, which occafioned th^ 
report that was fpread tKrough the Weff,' oC 
the Greek^ hWiiigp^ifonbc! tjie \<rells aild fotiri- 
tainsl T^Ke* faiiie' eiicittti that had iJeeh corfi- 
initted by the fdrmer cruTailers, were z&td dVet 
again by thefe^ which gave Mahubl' Coitinenus 
the faiiie' appreheniibiis a^ tfcy had' done tO hii 
grand-father Alexis. 

Conrad, after he Had paffed the Fofpliorusy 
afted with that imprudence which is always 
annexed to fuch kind o^ expeditions. The prin- 
cipality of Antioch was yet in being, And th)i 
emperor might have joined thofe Chriftiahi 
Which were in Syria, jand have Waited foi- thi 
]^ing of France, then tlieh* numbers Would frayi^ 
enfu'red them fuccefs j but ihilead of this, tlii 
emperor being jealous , both 6f the printfe <^ 
Antioch and the king of France^ marches on 

into 
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into- the midft of Afia. Mioor* wjiere the fultan 
of IcQniuoi, who was. a nnocQ able general th^ii 
himfelf, drew his heavy German caydry amongft. 
tbe rocks.; where» ^tiguedj 4ifpirited, and in- 
capable of a£ling on fuch grou.i>d, they fell an. 
eefy prey to the Turk5> who had 1^0^ other, 
trouble than that of killing th^. The em- 
peror being wounded* and left with only a few 
flying fquadrons about hini> fled to Antioch, 
from whence he went to Jerufalein as a pil- 
grini) inftead of appearing therQ a^ th^ leader: 
of an army. The fi^mous Frederic Barbarofla^. 
his nephew, and fucccflbr in, the German em- 
pire, attended him in all thefe journeys, and 
learned among the Turks to exercife that cou- 
rage, which the popes afterwards to put to the 
fevereft trial* • 

Lewis the Young met with the fame fuccefs 
in. his. enterprize. It muft be acknowledged 
that his followers were not more prudent than 
the Germans, and bad far lefs jufl:ice on their 
fide. As. (bon as he arrived in Thrace, a bi- 
fliop of Langres ofiered to make him mafter of 
Conftantinople ; but the difgrace that would have 
atten4ed fuch an action was too apparent, and the^ 
Aiecefs too doubtful. The French army there- 
fore croflSbd the Hellefpont, and purfued tho 
£iune route as the emperor Conrad had done* 

Every one^ I imagine, muft have obferved 
that thefe powerful Chriftiao ^roies carried on 
a. way iji the fame country where Alexander 
the Great was always vi^orious, with much 
{ewer troops, over an enemy far more powerful 
than the Turks and Arabs were at that time. 
• There mufl: thea certainly have been fome 
funddment^l defeA ia the military dilicipline.of 
F 4 thefe 
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thefe princes that rendered their courage ufe- 
lefs ; and this defe£): probably was the ipirit of 
independence, which the feudal government had 
introduced into Europe. Thus chiefs without 
either art or experience, took upon them to 
condudt a diforderly multitude through unknown* 
countries. The king of France fell into the 
f^ne fnare as the emperor ; and being furprifed 
with his army among the rocks near Laodicea, 
was there beaten as he had been : but Lewis, 
at his return to Antioch, met w'ith fomc do- 
meftic misfortunes, which afFefted him much 
more fenfibly than the public calamities. Ray- 
mond, prince of Antioch, at whofe court he 
had taken refuge, with bis wife Eleanor, was^ 
fufpeSed of entertaining » paffion for that prin- 
ce fs. It is even faid that (he forgot all the fa- 
tigues of her late painful journey, in the arms 
of a young Turk of furprifing beauty, named 
Salad in. The conclufion* of the whole enter* 
prize was, that the emperor Conrad returned 
almoft alone to Germany, and Lewis carried 
back with him to France only his wife and z 
kw of his courtiers. At his return he annulled 
bis marriage with Eleanor of Guienne, and 
thus loft that fine French province, after hav- 
rng loft in Afia the moft flourilhing army that 
his country had ever fet on foot. A thoufand 
ruined families in vain cried out againft St. 
Bernard for his prophecies : he excufed him- 
felf upon the example of Mofes, with whom 
he compared himfelf ; and who, like him, he 
faid, had promifed the Ifraelites, in God's name, 
to conduit them into a happy country, and yet 
faw the firft generation perifh in the deferts. 
After theie unfortunate expeditions, the Chri- 
- ftians 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



the taking of Jerusalem. 105 

ftians in Afia became more divided amongft 
themfelves than ever. The fame madnefs raged 
amongft the Muffulmans. The pretence of 
reh'gion had no longer any fliare in political 
affairs ; on the contrary, about the year 11 66, 
Aiimaury king of Jerufalem, entered into an 
alliance with the fultan of Egypt againft the 
Turks J but the king of Jerufalem had hardly 
figned the treaty when he broke it. 

In the midft of all thefe diforders arofe the 
great Saladin : he was of Perlian extraftion, 
and born in the fmall country of the Curdes, 
a nation always warlike, and always free. He 
was one of thofe captains who made themfelves 
jiiafters of the caliphs territories, and was ex- 
celled in valour by no one. In a Ihort time 
he conquered Egypt, Syria, Arabia, Perfia, and 
Mefopotamia; and finding himfelf mafter of 
fuch a large extent of country, foon formed 
the defign of conquering the kingdom of Je- 
rufalem. This little ftate was rent by violent 
fadtions, and was every day haftening to its ruin. 

Guy of Lufignan, who had received the 
crown, but a crown which was difputed him, 
aflembled together in Galilee all the divided 
Chriftians whom the profpect of approaching 
danger now united, and marched againft Sa- 
ladin ; the biftiop of Ptolemais wearing a cope 
over his armour, marched at the head of 
the troops, holding In his arms a crofs which 
he endeavoured to perfuade the foldiers waS' 
the very fame on which the Saviour of man- 
kind fuffered death *. Neverthelefs, the Chri- 

• They muft have been very cafy of belief, to be per- 
faaded that Jefus Chrift could be crucified on a crofs v^hicb 
the bilhop of Ptolemais carried in his arms,. 

F 5 &hn^ 
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ftians were all either killed or made prifoniers. 
The captive monarch, who expefted nothing 
but death, wasaftonifhed to find himfelf treated 
by Saladin in the fame manner as prifoners of 
war are now-a-days treated by the mbft hu- 
mane geherals. 

Saladin with his own hands prefented Lu- 
Sgnan with axup of liquor cooled with fnow: 
4he ^kingy after having drank, was going: to 
give the cup to one of his captains, namedKe- 
'naud de Chatillon. It was ah inviolable cuftom 
' 'eft;^bliflied among the MufTulmen, and which is 
;fl:I}lkept up among fome of the Arabian na- 
tions, never to put thofe prifoners to death to 
.whom they had given meat or drink. This 
antient law of hoipitality was regarded as facrecl 
by Saladin i therefore he would not fuffer Re- 
naud to drink after the king : that captain had 
feveral times broken his promife, the conqueror 
had vowed to punifli him ; and to fhew that 
he knew how to punifli as well as to fliew 
*inercy, he ftruck off the head of the perfidious- 
wretch with a blow of his fabre. Be- 
1187 ing come before the gates of J^ru- 
falem, which was in no Hate of de- 
fence, he granted the quecn^ Lufignan's wife, 
a capitulation flie could not hope to obtain t ^ 

with- 

t We arc told by D'Herbelot, who tranflated the Arabian^ 
hi^orian Benfchuhnah, that Saladin had been repulfed in 
feveral attacks, by the Chriftians of Jcrufalem; that he re- 
fufed to grant them a capitulatioi), declaring be would 
take the place by (lornn,'- as it had been reduced by the 
chriftians j that the garrifon being thus driven to defpair, 
fought with fuch obAinacy,' as obJiged him to change his 
refolution, and grant terms which were abundantly fevere : 
lor he Aipulatcd tiiat every man ftiould pay ten golden crowns 

' lor- 
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wkh pertniOioii to r^ire whither (he pleafed : 
nor would he take aay ranfom for the Greeks 
who lived in the city. When he made his en^ 
try into Jeru&lem, fever^l women came an4 
threw tbemfelves at his ket, iipme alking fojr 
^heir hufbanidsj others for their children or fa- 
thers, who were bis prifpners, whom he ordered 
J;o be reftored to thein with a generofity of 
which that part of the world had not furniflied 
ofifi exaiBple. Saladin caufed the mpfque, which 
.had been converted into a church, to be waflied 
all over with rofe-water by the Chriftians, and 
4>laced in it a magnificent chair, on which his 
iMicle Noiradin, fiiltaii of Aleppo, had worked 
with Jiis own hands -, and alfp caufed to be en- 
graven over the door thefe words, " Salad in » 
the king, the fervanjt of God, fet up this in- 
ifcription after God had taken Jerufalem by his 
liands/* 

He eftabliihed Mahoa^tan fchools ; but notr 
withftanding his pttacbment to his religion, 
Jhe i:eftored the Holy Sepulchre to the Ori- 
ental Chriftians. We muft likewife add, that 
wjthin the fpace of a year he reftored Guy 
of Lufignan his liberty, firft making him fwear 
that he would never again carry arms againft 
•Jiis deliverer. This oath, however, L\ifignan 
afterwards broke. 



far his ranfom, every women five, and every child two : 
and that all thofe who could not pay (hould become the 
Haves of the. fultan. As for hi» leaving to the Chriftiant 
.thet;uAody of the holy fepulchce, this was the ^ffea of 
his policy, to raife money by the pilgrims 5 as he knew 
very well, that no pilgrims would go thither, had the ft^ 
pulchre been im(ler cht direction of the Malicmetant* • 

F 6 While 
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While Ada Minor had thus been made thc^ 
theatre of the zeal, glory, crimes, and misfor- 
tunes of fo many thoufands of the crufaders, the 
rage of propagating religion fw«rd in hand, made 
its way even to the extremity of the North, 

We have a little before feen Charlemagne 
converting the north of Germany with fire and. 
fword*. We have afterwards beheld the ido*- 
latrous Danes making Europe tremble, and 
conquering Normandy, without ever attempting 
to force their religion upon the people they had 
conquered f > but fcarcely was the-Chriftian re- 
ligion fettled in Denmark, Saxony, and Scan*- 
dinavia, when a crufade was preacjied up againft 
the pagans of the North, whom they called- 
Sclaves, or Slaves ; whence the country which 
borders upon Hungary is called ScJavonia. 
The ChriftiansL took up arms againft them 
from Bremen to the extremities of Scandinavia^, 
and upwards of one hundred thoufand crufeders 
•marched to carry deftru6iion among thefe ido- 
laters^ of whom they killed vaft numbers with- 
out making a fingle convert. We may add 
the lofs of thefe hundred thoufand men to the : 
fixteen hundred thoufand which the mad fana^ 
ticifm of thofo time6 had coft Europe. 

While thefe things were tranfafting in the- 
North, the Afiatic Chriftians had loft all they po^ 
Iffled there, except Antioch, Tripoli, Joppa,. 
and the city of Tyre ; Saladin being mafter of all 
the reft, eithcE by himfelf, orby his fon-in-Iaw, , 
the fultan of Iconium, or CognL 

All Europe was alarmed at the. rumour of 

• See vol. I. chap. viil. t Vol, I, ch»p xv. . 
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Saladin^s vHlories. Pope Clement III. ftirrcd 
up France, England, and Germany. 
Philip Auguftus, who at that time (at 1188 
on the throne of France, and old 
Henry IL who was king of England, fu(pended 
their private differences, and placed all their 
emulation in marching to the relief of the 
Chriftians in Afia. They both caufed procla- 
matioh to be made throughout their dominions, 
that fuch of their fubjeds as would not take 
up the crofs, fhould pay the value of the tenth 
part of their revenues and moveable e&dls, to- 
wards defraying the expence of the armament.. 
This was called the Saladin tythe, a tax whicb 
ferved as an additional trophy to the con-« 
queror. 

The emperor Frederick Barbarofla^fo famous^ 
for the perfecutions he fufFered from the 
popes, and which he made them fufFer in their 
turn, took up the crofs much about this time. 
He feemed to be among the Chriftians of Afia 
what Saladin was among the Turks, an. able 
politidan, a good foldier, tried by fortune, and 
at the he2^ of an army of one hundred and fifty 
thoufand men. He at iirft took the precaution 
to order, that no one fhould take the crofs, 
who was not worth at leall one hundred and 
fifty franks, current money ; to the end that 
every one might, by his own means, prevent 
the dreadful dearth which had fo greatly con- 
'tributed to ruin the preceding armies. 

Frederick was obliged to turn his arms firft 
againfl the Greeks. The court of Conftanti- 
nople, wearied with being continually threatened 
by the Latins, entered into an alliance with 

Saladin*.' 
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Sobdin. This allunGe difgufted all the Chri- 
ftian powers of. Europe ; but it wa$ evident 
that there was no avoidijig it* We are not na- 
turally fond of having connections or alliance 
with a known enemy without an urgent ne- 
cefiity. Our alliance at prefent with the Turks,^ 
tbouffh nnich lefs nece£^i7> perhaps, doe» Bot 
occafion any murmuring* Frederick opened him- 
felf a pai&ge through Thrace fwoni in haiti4,. 
againft the emperor Ifaac Aixgelus, and having 
conquered theOreeks, he afterwards gained two 
wSlories oyer the fultan ofCogni;.but bathing 
faimfdf in a river (forae fay theCydnus) when 
in a profufe fweat, he loft his life, and his 
•coDqiiefis thereby became, of no ^dvantage^ 
They had certainly coft him very dear, fince 
his fon the duke of Suabia could gather 'to- 
gether no more than feven or eight thoufand 
men, out of one hundred and fifty thoufand that 
.liad followed his father: thefe he conduced to 
Antioch, and incorporated them with the remains • 
•f the army of Guy of Lufignan, who was de- 
termined again to attack bis conqueror and de- 
liverer, Saladin, in defiance of the oath he h^d 
t^en, and the great inequality of their forces. 

After feveral battles, none of which were de- 
cifive, the fon of Frederick Barbar(ifla, who 
might have been emperor of the Weft, was 
killed near Ptolemais. Thofe writers who tejl 
-us that .he died a martyr to his chaftity, and 
might have furvived, could he have prevailed on 
himfelf to make ufe of worsen, fliew themfelves 
bold panegyrifts, but very indifferent naturalifts. 
The fame thing has been fince faid of Lewis 
YIII, king of iVaocc^ 

Afia 
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Afi^ Mhibr vhs a gulpb Fhto ivhtek EtfrOpe- 
ieemed haftening to plunge itfelf. Not only 
Fredertek*s inrnrelifc army was lofH but the 
fleets of Eiigland, France^ Itaty^ and Germany^ 
that atrived before Philip Auguftus and Richard 
Coeur-de-1/ion had brought frefecfufaders, and- 
confeqnently frefh vidinprs. 

The kings pf France and England tt leligrii 
' arrived tn %ria bcfoTc PtolenKiii : ahnoft all 

• the eafterh Chriftfems were aflemWed to carry <Ht 
the fiege of this city. Saladin wasemployed tm the- 

• borders of the Ed[^Vates with a civil war; Whom 
the two kin^ had joined their forces' to thdfe of 
the eafte'rh Chriflians, the whcrfe was computed 

' to anlouht "to above three hundred thbufand men* 
Pfolemais indeed was taken ; but 
. the jealoufy ahd difcord which natu- ^9^ ^ 
rally arofe tetweeh two fuch rivals in pow^r 
arid intefreft as Philip and Richard, produced 
more itiifchievoiis efFeds than thefe three hun- 
dred thoufand performed Aiccefsful exploits. 
•PHIip, grown i)veary of thefe animofities, and 
^ftill more of the fuperiorrty which Richard af* 
fumed on al! occafions, though his vaffal, re- 
turned in difguft to France, which perhaps he- 
ought never to have left ; .but to which liker 
wife he fliould never have returned, unlefs 
with more credit*^ 

Richard, now left mafter of the field of ho- 
nour, but not of that muhitade of crufaders, 
more divided amongft themfelves than the two 
kings had been, in vain gave proofe of the moft 
heroic valour. Saladin, who was returning^ 
viftorious from Mefopotamia, gave battle to 
'the crufaders near Cefarea, when Richard had 
' the honour of difarming thiit great warrior, 

whidt. 
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which was almoft the only advantage he gained 
by this memorable expedition. 

Fatigues, ficknefs, fkirmifheS) and continual 
quarrels, ruined this great army, and 
1 191 Kichard returned home with more 
glory indeed than Philip Auguftus, 
but in a manner much lefs prudent. He fet fail 
with a ftngle ihip, and that being caft away on 
the coaft of Venice, he was obliged to crofs 
Germany in difguife, and very badly attended* 
When in Syria, he had, by his haughty beha- 
viour, given great offence to aduke of Auftria, 
and now he had the imprudence to pafs throu^ 
his territories. The duke ordered 
1 193 him to be feized, loaded him with 
chains, and delivered him up to that 
cruel and daftardly prince, the emperor Henxy 
VI. who kept him confined as if he bad beca 
an enemy taken in war, and it i^ faid demand- 
ed an hundred marks of filver for his ranfom. . 
Saladin, who had entered into a treaty with 
Richard, by which he left to the Chriftians ^1 
the fea-coaft from Tyre to Joppa, and who du- 
ring his life-titne adhered faithfully 
1 1 95 to his engagements, died three years 
after at Damafcus, admired even by 
the Chriftians. In his laft illnefs, inftead of the 
ftandard which ufed to be difplayed before the 
door of his palace, he ordered the £heet to be 
hungup in which' he was to be buried; and 
the perfon who carried this enfign of mortality^ 
cried with a loud voice, " Behold all that Sa- 
ladin, conqueror of the Eaft, has gained by 
his viftories." They fay that by his laft will 
he left a fum to be equally diftributed between 
the poor Mahometans, Jew5> and Chriftians,; 

ill- 
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intending 15y this difpofition to inculcate that 
all men are brethren j and that, when we would 
. affift them, we are riot to enquire what they 
believe, but what they fufFer. 

The ardor for crufades ftiU* continued as 
warm as ever, and the wars which were carried 
on by Philip Auguftus againft England and 
Germany, did not prevent a great number of 
the French lords from engaging in thefe chi- 
merical expeditions. Baldwin count of Flan- 
kers was the principal promoter of this emigra- 
tion, as Godfrey of Bouillon had been of the 
firft* This new crufade, which we may call 
the fifth, was compofed of four thoufand 
knights, nine thoufand efquires, and twenty- 
five thoufand infantry. 

' The republic of V enice, which fupported its 
commerce by war, became every day more and 
inore formidable j and it was thought of more 
confequence to fecure her aiEftance, than that 
of all the crowned heads of Europe, as flie was 
able to fit out larger fleets than the kings of 
England, Germany, and France. Thefe in- 
jduftrious republicans gained both wealth and 
additional territpries by this crufade: for, in 
the firft place, they were paid eighty-five thou- 
fand marks of filver merely for the paffage of 
the troops j and then they made ufe of this 
very armament, to which they added 
fifty galleys, to niake conquefts in I202 
Dalmatia. 

Pope Innocent III. whether out of matter of 
form, or becaufe he already feared their rifing 
grandeur, excommunicated thefe people; but 
they neverthelefs took Zara and its territories, 
which ftill added to the ftrength of their republic. 

Thi» 
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-This crufede fet out under very different 
circuii^neestoall others^ inafmuchas it found. 
Conftantinc^e divided s whereas the former 
ones had to do with emperors well fettled' on 
the throne. The Venetians, together with 
the ooant of Flanders, the n^apquis of Mont* 
ferfat, and, in fine, all the principal commanders, 
"Who are generally good politicians, however 
mad and giddy the multitude may be, thought 
that the time was dome for putting in execu- 
tion a long formed projed againft the Greek 
empire. 

Ifaac AngelUs had been deprived of his li- 
berty and right by his brother Alexis : the 
fon of this Ifaac was at the head of a party, and 
the crufaders offered him their dangerous a{^ 
fiilance. Such auxiliaries could not but be 
equally hateful to both- parties. Ifowever, they 
arrived before Gonfl:antinopk,,aiid pitched their 
^amp without that city, which was a perpetual 
prey to tumults and diforders^ Young Alexis^, 
who was detefted by the Cjreeks, fbr having intro- 
duced the Latins, foon became the vidim of a 
f)€W fs&ion ; and one of his relations, fur- 
Atimed MirzifloS) flrangled him with his own 
hands. 

The crufeders, who had then the pretence of 
f evenging the death of their creature, took ad- 
vantage of the feditions that defblated the city, 
to* plunder it. They entered it with little or 
no refiflance ; and having putevery one they met 
to the fword, gave themfelves up with- 

' 1204 out reftraint to all the excefs of ava- 
rice and furr. Nicetas affirms, thstt 
the booty of the Frcncn lords alone was valued at 
four hundred dioufand marks of/dver. The very 

churches 
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churches were prllaged; and what ftrongl7 rfiirkaf 
the character of the nation, which has been at 
all times the fame, is, that the French 'danced 
with the ladies in the fanduary of the cfaurcU 
cff St. Sophia. 

This was the firft time that the citjrof Con* 
ftantinople h^d been taken and facked ; and this 
was the a6l of Chriftians, who had made a vow 
to fight only againft' Infidels. 

We do not find that on this occafion the 
Wild-firfe, fo much boafted of by hiftorians, had 
the leaft efFeft. Had it been what' they rcpre^ ^ 
fcnted it, it muft always hafve given certain vic- 
tory bcith by fea and land. If it was ibmc-" 
thing refembling our phofphbrus, it might in* 
deed be preferved^ in water, but, then it wouli 
have had . no effe<9r in that elemerit. In fhort^ 
notwithftanding this fecret, the Turks had taken 
rfnfbft all Afia Minor from the GreekSy and the 
Latins ftript them of the reft. 

Baldwin, count of Flanders, thethoftpowen- 
fiil df all' the crufeders, got hiihfelf elcded em*- 
^rot, and this new emperor condemned thh 
other ufurper Mirzifios to b^ thrown headlong 
from the tc>p of a High column. The othear 
chifef^ divide the empire betw^dn them^ The 
Veneti^tts took fw thdr fliare Peloponnefud, 
this ifl^d of Carhfi^, and feveral cities' on the 
coaft 6f Phtygla^, whieh had n6t fuBmitced txx 
dl^ Tu¥lri(h' yoke, "f be niatxjuls of Montferrat 
«5<5lt Thiflaty. Thu^KaWwirt had little Idft except 
Tht^ee afid Mtefik. As to the pope^ he gained^ 
it lestft foir a time, the' whole eaftern dnirdi. 
This coh4tieft rriight iA time have been wortfca 
kingdcJhi'; for Cdnftantrnopfe was o# far greater 
c&tSe(i(ibnic than Jemfalenfii^ 

' Thfifc 
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Thefe crufaders, who thus ruined the Chri- 
ftians their brethren, might much more eafily 
than any of their predeceflbrs, have driven the 
Turks out.of Aiia, as the demefnes of Saladin 
were rent in pieces j but of fuch a number of 
knights who had made a vow to go and fue- 
cour Jerufalem, a very inconfiderable number 
went into Syria, and thofe only fuch as wero^ 
unable to get any fhare in the fpoils of the 
Greeks. One of tkefe was Simon of Montfort, 
who having in vain attempted to gain donii'* 
nions in Greece and Syria, put himfelf, at 
length, at the head of a crufade againft the Albi-» 
genfes, in hopes of finding an opportunity, un- 
der the fanftion of the crofs he bore, to ufurp 
fomething from the Chriftians. 

There ftill remained a number of princes of 
the imperial houfe of Comnenus, who did 
not lofe their courage with the deftruftion of 
their empire. One of thefe, who alfo bore the 
name of Akxis, took refuge with a few veflels 
on the coaft of Colchis, and there between the 
fea and mount Caucafus^ ereifted a petty ftate, 
which he called the empire of Trebifond i'fo 
much was the word empire abufed. 

Theodore Lafcarus, who retook Nice, fet* 
tied himfelfin Bithynia, hv opportunely making 
ufe of the Arabians againu the Turks. He alfo 
afliimed the title of emperor, and caufed a pa« 
triarch to be elected in his own communion. 
.Other Greeks entered into an alliance even 
with the Turks, and called in the antient ene- 
mies of the Bulgarians to their affiftance againft 
the emperor Baldwin, the late count of Flan- 
ders, who had yet fcarcely enjoyed 
^ his con<}ueft s and having overcome 

him 
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him near Adrianopote, they cut off his legs 
and arms, and left him a prey to wild beafts. 

It has by fome been thought aftonifhing. that" 
the fources of thefe emigrations were not dried 
up ; but, in my opinion, the contrary would 
have been aftonifhing. The minds of mankind 
Vere fct in agitation $ penitents were ordered 
by their confeflbrs- to go to the Holy Land ; 
and the falfe reports which wer« every day 
brought from that place, txcitcd new hopes 
and expe£lations. 

A monk of Brittany, named Eftoinj about 
the year 12049 conducted a multitude of his 
countrymen into Syria. The widow of a king of 
Hungary took the crofs, with many others df 
her fex, thinking thtre was no other way of 
fining heaven, but by making this voyage. 
This epidemic folly communicated itfelf even 
to the children 5 feveral thoufands of whom, 
conducted by the fchoolmafters anti monks, 
quitted their parents houfes on the faith of thefc 
words ; ** Out of the mouths of babes and 
fucklings, O Lord, thou haft ordained ftrength.?* 
Of thefe infatuated little wretches, one half 
were fold, by their leaders, to the Maffulmans, 
and the reft perifhed miferably. 

Antioch was the moft confiderable ftate the 
Chriftians retained in Syria, and the kingdom 
of Jeruf^lem- was reduced to the fingle city of 
' Ptolemais. Neverthelefs, it was determined in 
the Weft, that Jerufalem ought to have a king, 
and Emery of Lufignan, the titulary king, 
dying in the year 1205, it was propofedby the 
bifliop of Ptolemais, that they ftiould fend to 
France to demand a king for Judea. Philip 
AuKufttts-thercfore nominated a younger /on of 

the 
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ttho hbufe^of Br^enne,, iiv the proviiice of Chanv* 
|)agj2e, who was tiardly pofTefled of any eftate. 
^The choice .of fuch a king fufficiently fhews 
.•what .kind^of s^kijngdop ^is was. 

Thb ititiJaryJ^ingy. together with his knights, 
^fonie people, of Br ii^apy yrho had pafled the iea, 
.^Tev^ral Germdnplr^ices* a duke of Auftria^ a 
Jung of Huo^urvy iiamed Andrew, w^o brought 
with hint federal iine troops, die knights Tem*- 
ifisursL aodHofpitallf rs,. and the bifhops of Mun- 
iter and Utrecht, might altogether have foroied 
^an anpy of coi>querprs5 had they \^zd a head to 
.lead them on ; but this they, wanted. 

The.king of Hungary haying withdrawn him- 
ielf from the l^gue, a count of JEfolland un- 
'.deftookwhat (o many kipgs mid princes. had 
.b^en unable to execute. The Afiajtic Chrif- 
itians ieemed now. at the eve o^ their deliverance, 
^and their, hopes were heightened by the arrival 
^of a great jwultitude of baights, Vr9"£'^t by ,a 
Jegate from the. pope, an4, accompanied by an 
*archbifhop .of Boujrdeaux, Ijhe bilhops of Paris, 
Angers, .Autun, and Bqauyais, and a cpnilder- 
iable body ,of troops ; befdes thefe, there came 
/our. thoufand. Engljkfli. and as many It^ians, 
under feveral .leaders. At length John de 
dBrienne,. who bad arrived at ^tojeijn^is almbft 
.without a. man,, faw hiqc^elf at the.h^ad of near 
4an hundred, thoufand combatants. 
. : Saphadin> brother to the f^moUfsSaladin, who 
Jbad lately joined Egypt to his other do^iinions, 
^ame to demoUOi the remains of the walls of 
Jerufelem, which . was now no better, than a 
Tuined village : but as Saphadin feemed but pre- 
carioufly/etSed in; Egypt,'>the crufeders flattered - 
themfelvestbat^they. might, eafily get .poiTeffioii 
:of that country. 

The 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



the taking of JfiJiusAXE^M. n^ 

The paflageirain Ptoleinais ta the mouth of 
the Nile is very fliort,: and the vefTels which had 
brought over this vaft multitude of.Chrifiians* 
tranfported them in three. days to the antieot 
•EHslufiom. 

Near the ruins: of Peloiium -ftands the city, of 
Damietta, built on. a caufeway which defends ic 
from the inundations, ofthe NUe. The 
crufaders^ began the fiegeof this place 1218 
during the laftilinefsof Sapfaadin,and 
continued it srfter his death. ' Meledin, .his el- 
%ftfon, tten reigned jn: Egypt,. and .{safled for 
•a prince who* was fonder of , the laws, the Sci- 
ences, and a life of tranquility, than of war. 
Corradin, fitlcan of Damafcus, to .whofe fliare 
•Syria had fallen, came tohis^affiftaince sgainft 
the Chrifttans. The fame of this: fiege, which 
lafted two years, ipread through .£ufiO|>e, Ada) 
i*nd Africa. 

5t; Francis d' Affile, • wto vwas then upon 
'^abliihing his ocder, vwent inperfon ta the 
camp of the befi^ers; and thinking that^ he 
ihould find no great difficulty in converting the . 
fultan Meledin, went boldly on with his com- 
panion, father Illuminatus, to the Egyptian 
camp, Hvhere : they were feized and conducted 
tathe fultan. Francis preached to himinltalian» 
' and-'propofed that a large fire>iihould be kindled, 
into whjch the Imans on tfaeonchahd, and 
himfelf and Illuminatus on the other,- fiiould 
caft themfelves, to* prove which was the: true 
religion. Meledin replied with a fmile, that 
hispribfts were not pcrfons to leap- into a .fine 
in defence of their faith. Upon this Fratjds 
ofFered /to throw himfelf into it alone ; but Me- 
' ledin^toldhim that by accepting fuch an offer 

he 
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^e might appear to doubt the truth of his dvtra 
a-eligion. At length he difmifled Francis with 
marks of his bounty,'being perfe6Uy well con- 
vinced that he was no 'dangerous fpy. 

Damietta, however, was taken, and this feem- 
ied to open a way for the conqueft of Egypt j 
hut Pelagus Albano, a Spaniih Benedi^ine, 

who was a cardinal and the pope's 
<220 Jegate, was the caufe of its being loft. 

This legate prettnded, that the pope^ 
•feeing the head of all the crufaders, he who re- 
^refented him^ had an iinconteftible right to 
-be general; and that as the king of Jeru- 
falem was king only in virtue of the pope's 
licence, he ought in all things to pay obedience 
to his legate. Much time was expended in 
-'thefe difputes, and in writing to Rome ; at 
Jength the pope's anfwer came, by which he 
ordered the king of Jerufalem to return to thje 
camp, and ferve under the Benedictine, which 
• he accordingly did. This general brought the 
army between two branches of the Nile, juft 
at tne time when that river^ which fertilizes 
and defends Egypt, began to overflow its banks. 
The fultan being informed' of his fituation, by 
'opening the fluices overflowed the Chriftiaii 
camp ; and while he burnt their ihips, on the 

one fide, on the' other the Nile en- 
1 22 1 creafing, threatened every day to fwal- 
low up the whole army. The legate now 
found himfelf and his troops in the fame fitu- 
ation in which the Egyptians under Pharaoh are 
defcribed, when they beheld the fea ready to 
. flow in upon them. 

All the writers of thofe times agree, that in 

this extremity they entered into a treaty with 

I the 
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the fultan, who obliged them to reftore Dami- 
etta, and fent back -the army into Phoenicia, 
after having made them fwear not to enter into 
war againft him for eight years, and kept their 
king, John de Brienne, as a hoftage for their 
obfervance of the treaty. 

The Chriftians had now no hopes Jeft but 
in the emperor Frederick 11, and John de Bri« 
enne, after he was fet at libertjr, gave bim hi» 
daughter in marriage, and his right to the king** 
dom 6f Jerufalem as her dowry. 

The emtperor wasperfefily fcnfible cff the 
•little adv'antage to be gained by crufades ; but 
it was neceflary for him to manage the mind* 
of the people, and ward againft any attacks on^ 
-the fide of the popes. In my opinion, the con- 
ilu6l he obferved on this occauon is a perfe6t 
model of found politics. He entered into a fe- 
4>arate treaty at the fame time with the pope, and 
with fultari Meledin ; and that with this latter 
heixigfigned, he fet out for P«Jeftine, but with a 
•retinue rather than an army. No fooncr was he 
arrived there than he made public the treaty 
by which Jerufalem, Nazareth, and fomc other' 
towns in Judea were ceded to him. He' then. 
^cauled it to b,e publiflied throughout Europe, 
that he had recovered the holy places -withouc 
■ fhedding « drop of blood ; but TOtwichftanding 
.this he did not efcape uncenfured, for having' 
5by this treaty left the great mofque in Jerufalem ; 
^nd the patriarch of that city treated kim as an 
^theift; but every where elfe he was looked 
•upon as a prince who knew .perfectly well how- 
to reign. ^ 

In reading the hiftory of thefe times we can- 
mot but acknowledge, that the writ4H« of Ro- 
Vol. II, G manot 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



122 CRUSADES after 

mance have hardly bccii able, with all the 
ftretch of imagination, to exceed what truth 
has here furnifhed tnor are we furprifed in this 
age of extraordinary events, to fee a count of 
Flanders, who had made a vow to go to the holy 
land, feizing on the empire of Conftantlnople 
:in his way; nor John de Brienne, a younger 
fon of a family in Champagne, become king df 
Jerufalem', and afterwards on the point of con- 
<iuering the kingdom of Egypt : and this fame 
John, after being ftripped of all his dominions, 
inardiing almoft alone to the affiftance of Con- 
ftantinople, where he arrives during 
; 12^4 an inter-regnum, and is defied em- 
peror. His fucceflbr Baldwin IL the 
Jaft Latin emperor of Conftantlnople, being 
•continually harrafled by the Greeks, runs in 
vain from court to court with the pope's bull ih 
•his hand, imploring affiftance of all the princes 
of Europe. All the princes of Europe were at 
that time from home ; the emperors of the Weft, 
were gone to the Holy Land, the popes were 
almoft alv/ays in France, and the kings ready 
to fet out for Paleftine. 

Theobald of Champagne, king of Navarre, 
who was fo famous for his love to the 
1240 queen, mother to St. Lewis, and the 
fongs he compofed on that t>ccafiori, 
was one of thofe alfo who embarked for Palef- 
tine : he returned indeed the fame year, and 
happy it was for him ; for feventy French 
knights who went to fignalize themfelves with 
himr were all taken prifoners and. carried to 
Grand Cairo, where Melecfala, nephew to Me- 
•Icdin, who inherited the dominions and virtues 
of his uncle^ tfeated them with the great^ft 

hu- 
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humanity, ^nd at length fuffered them to re- 
turn to their own country, on paying amdderate 
fanfom. 

At this timethfc territory of Jerufalem' be- 
longed neither to the Syrians, the Egyptians, 
the Chriftians, nor the Muffuhnen. An un* 
cstftinpled re\/iokition hud given a new face lo 
the greater part of Alia. Gengis-can and ht$ 
Tartars t had broke loofe from Moimt Cau- 
eafus, Tauris, and Immaus j and the people, who 
fled before them like favage beafts chafed from 
their haunts by animals more cruel and powerful 
than themfelves, over-ran . in their turn the 
countries whofe inhabitants abandoned them at 
their approach. 

The inhabitants of Chorazan, who 
were called Chorafmins, being pufhed ^^^^ 
by thefe Tartars, threw themfelves upon Syria 
in the fame manner as the Groths in the fourth 
century fdl upon the Roman empire. Thefe 
Chorafmins being idolaters, put all the Turk's^ 
Chriftiagns, and jews, that were left in Jeru-» 
falem to the fword. The Chriftians .who re- 
mained ]|i Antioch, Tyre, and Sydon, and on 
the coaft of Syria, fufpended for a while their 
mutual quarrels, and united to repel thefe new 
invaders. Thefe Chriftians [were then in alli- 
ance with the fultan of Damafcus : and the 
templars, the knights of St. John, and the 
Teutonic Jcnights, were always /eady armed to 
lend their aififtance to the general caufe. Eu- 
rope was continually furnilhing frefh volun- 
teers. Jn fliort, with the forces they could 
get together, they gave battle to the Choraf- 

f See Chaps xlvili. 

G a ' mins. 
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mins, when the Chrlftran party was entirely 
defeated : but this was not the end of th^r 
.misfortunes. A frefh body of Turks fell 
iipon and ravaged Syria, after the Chorafni^ns 
had abandoned it, and exterminated almoft all 
the knights that were left.. But notwithftanding 
thefe fudden torrents, Chriftians were; ftill left 
in pofleffion of the cities on the coaft. 

The Latins, fliut up in their maritime towns, 
iaw themfelves now deprived of all affiftance, 
and their mutual dillenfions added to their pther 
misfortunes. The pdnces of Antioch were 
wholly taken up with making war-upon a co- 
lony of Chriftians in Armenia. The different; 
fo£tions of the Venetians, Genoefe, and Pifans;, 
were difputing with each other the poflei&on 
of Ptolemais. The templars and knights of St* 
John were continually embroiled j and Europe, 
now grown cool, fent forth fcarce any of 
thefe armed pilgrims, fo that the hopes of the; 
eaftern Chriftians were almoft wholly e^tin- 
guifhed, when St, Lewis , undertook the laft 
crufade. 

CHAP. XLVL 

Of St. Lewi4 and the laft Crusade. 

LEWIS IX. feemeda prince deftined to 
reform Europe, had it been capable of 
ieing reformed, .to render France trium|Aant 
jind ciwlized, and to be in every refpe£t a model 
for the reft of mankind. His piety, which was 
that of an anchorite, did not deprive him of any 
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oftlie virtues of a king ; nor did his liberality 
break in upon the bounds of a prudent oeco- 
nomy. .He knew how to reconcile the pro- 
fbundeft politics with the ftritfteft juftice, and 
perhaps was the only fovereign who deferved 
this praife : in council he was prudent and 
^rm, in battle intrepid but not raih, and com- 
paffionate as if he had always been unhappy. - 
In a word, it is not in the power of man to 
carry virtue to a -greater height. 

In conjunftion with the queen his mother, 
who was regent, and underftood perfe<Sily well 
how to govern, he put a flop to the grofs abufes . 
which had crept into the exercife of the eccle- 
fiaftical- power. The clergy pretended that the 
officers of juftice ought to feize the goods of 
every excommunicated perfon, without ex- 
amining whether the excommunication w. s 
1"uft or not : but the king, wifely diftinguiftiing 
between the civil laws, to which every one 
owes obedience, and the church laws, whofe 
power ought to extend only to consciences, 
would not fufFer the laws of the kingdom to 
yield to thisabufe of excommunications. From 
the firft beginning of his taking the reins of 
government, he confined the pretenfions of the 
bifliops and laity within their proper bounds ; 
he fupprefled feveral factions in Brittany; aiid 
cAferved a prudent neutrality between the fu- 
riqufly infolentr Gregory IX. and the madly re- 
yengeftil Frederick II. 

He encreafed his demefnes, which wcjre al- 
ready very confiderable, by the purchafe of fc- ■ 
veral lands. The revenues of the kings of 
France confifted then only in their own private 
property, and not in that of the peoples and 
G 3 ^^*' their 
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their grandeur depended on a well regulated 
ceconomy, in the fame manner as that of a 
private nobleman. 

His wife adminiflration had enabled him to 
raife very confiderable armies to oppoTe Henry 
III. king of England, and the vaffals of France 
who had joined with him. Henry, who was 
poorer, and not fo well obeyed by his fubjefts, 
had neither fuch good troops, nor could he af- ' 
femble them fo readily. Lewis defeated 
^^ him twice, particularly at Taillebourg in 
Poitou, when the king of fengland fled before 
him. This war was fucceeded by an uieful 
peace. The vaffals of France returned to theif 
duty, and never after fwerved from it. The 
king moreover obliged the Englifii to pay five 
thoufand pounds flerling towards defraying the 
expences of the campaigj:^. 

If we refteft that he was barely twenty-foui? 
years old when he a<^ed in this manner, ao^ 
how much fuperior his genius was ta his &a^ 
tune i. we may eafily figure to ourfelves wlut 
great things fuch a priiK:e might have done 6}s 
bis country had he remained at home; and 
cannot but regret that France ihould have bee!t% 
rendered (o miferable by thofe very virtues wkicli 
might have made the whole univerfe happy. 

In the year 1244, Lewis being feized with si 
violent diforder, fell into a lethargic dofmg, 
during which, it i^ faid, he thought that he 
heard a voice commanding him to take up. the 
crt>fs againft the infidels*. The inilant he 

* Father Daniel fays, that during bis infenfibility, his 
friends placed upon his bed, a piece of the true crofs, and 
•ther relicks, which produced an inftantaneous effc^ in his 
favour.' 

re* 
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recovered his fpeech, he made a vow to engage 
in a crufade. The queen his mother, his wife, 
his council, and all about him, were fully fenr 
fible of the dangerous confequence of this fatal 
vow. The bifhop.of Paris himfelf difplayed 
them to him in the ftrongeft terms; but Lewis 
confidered his vow as a facred bond, which it 
was not permitted man to unloofe. He took four 
years in preparing for this expedition; 
and then leaving thego\ernment of the ' ^-^ ^ 
kingdom to his mother, he fet out, accompanied 
by his queen, his three brothers, with their wives, 
and almoft ajl the knights in France ; for he 
had in this army no 4efs than three thoufand 
knights bannerets. One part of the prodigious 
fleet deftined to carry fo many princes and war- 
riors fet fail from Marfeilles, and the other 
ffoai Aiguemarte, which is no longer a fea*' 
jort. 

From the account of the king's expences^ 
we may perceive how greatly France muft have 
bqen xmpoveriflied by thefe crufades^. He gave 
to the lord of Vallery for maintaining thirtjc 
kniglUs,, eight thoufand livres : to the conftablet 
for fifteen knights, three thoufand livres: to 
the archbifliop of Rheims, and the biihop of 
I^angres^ each for fifteen knights, whom they 
brought with them into the field, four thoufand 
Mvres each. Befides which, he likewife pro- 
vided tables for one hundred and feventy twa 
knights. Thefe expences, together with thei 
preparations for this expedition, amounted tor 
an immenfe fum. 



f It was in .the yev 124S, that Lewla U£. fftlail fo^ 
Cyprus. 

G 4 If 
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If the madnefe for crufades^ and the religL 
ous obfervance of oaths, had* permitted Lewis's 
- virtue to hearken to reafon, he would not only 
have perceived the evil he was bringing upon: 
bis country, but alfo the great rnjuftice of this 
expedition, which appeared to him fojuftand 
laudable. 

Had his defign been only to put France iff 
pofleffion of Jerufalem, it was what it had no 
right to: but he marched againft the old znd 
v/ife Melecfala *, fultan of Egypt, who had 
certainly never given offence to the king of 
France. Melecfala was a Muflulman, and that 
was the only pretence for making war upon, 
him: but there was no more reafon .at that 
time for ravaging Egypt, beCaufe the people 
followed the doftrme of Mahonwt, than there 
would be at prefent for carrying a war into 
China, becaufe that empire is attached to thoi 
tenets of Confucius. 

Lewis put into Cyprus, and was joined by 
the king of that iihnd. They then landed in: 
Egypt. The fultan of Egypt was no longer 
in pofleffion of Jerufalem. Paleftine was tten 
ravaged by the Chorafmins, the fultan of Syria 
bad abandoned to them that wretched country ; 
and the caliph of Bagdat who, though ftill ac». 
knowledged, had only the fhadow of power, no 
longer took part in thofe wars. There were ftill 
fome Chriftians remaining at Ptolemais, Tyre^ 
Antioch, and Tripoli j but by their diflenfions, 
they cominuallv rah the rift of being cruflied 
both by theTurkifh ful tans and the Chorafmins. 

• This princess name was Maiek al Sakh, 

In 
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In this fituation of aflfj^irs it is difficult to 
find a reafon why the king of France fhould 
chufe Egypt for the theatre of his war. Me- 
lecfala, who was now grown old and fick, de- 
manded a peace, which was refufed him. Lewis 
was reinforced by frefli fuccours from France, 
and faw himfelf at the head of an army of 
fixty thoufand men, by whom he was both 
obeyed and loved -, and having to do with an 
army already defeated, and a fultan who drew 
hear his end, who would not have thought that 
Egypt, and even Syria itfelf would quickly have 
been fubdued ? yet one half of this flourifhing 
army died of ficknefs, and the other half was 
defeated near Mailbura. St. Lewis faw his 
brother Robert of Artois killed by his fide, 
and himfelf taken prifoner, with his two ^ ^^ 
brothers, the count of Anjou, and the count of 
Poitiers. It was no longer old Meleclala, who 
reigned in Egypt, but his fon Almoadan f. 
whomuft certainly have been a prince of a moil 
generous foul; for when king Lewjs made 
him an oflFer of a million of befants in gold 
for his ranfom, and!that ofhis followers, Al- 
moadan generou fly remitted him the fifth part. 

This fultan was maflacred by the Mamalucs, 
whom his father had formed into a militia ; and 
the government being now divided, feemed to 
threaten fome fatal revolution to the Chriftians : 
however, the Egyptian council continued to 
treat with the king. The ficur de Joinville re- 
lates, that the emirs themfelves propofed in one 
of their aflfemblies to chufe Lewis for , their 
fultan. 

f Maiek AlmdhadaD. 

G s This 
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' This JoinvUIe was prifoner it the kttte time 
;^ith the king^ and what is related by a man of 
. his charafter has doubtlefs fome weight. But 
let us only refleft how frequently, in a camp oY 
i private houfe, we are mifinforrbed of what 
pafles in a neighbouring camp, or the next 
houfe, and likewife how improbable it is that 
JWufTulpien'fliould thint ofchufingfor their fo- 
vereign a Chriftian king, and an enemy, who 
was neither acquainted with their language nor 
their manners, and who detefted their religion, 
and could only be confid^red by them as the 
chief of a band of foreign robbers ; if we refleft 
upon this, 1 fay, we* fhal? ffnd that Joinville has 
or,fy reported a popular ftory. By relating faith- 
fully all that, we hear, we are often led to re- 
peat many things which ought at leaft to be fuf- 
pefted : and again, we have not the true'hiftory 
'i^ritten by JoinvUIe; it is atbeftbutanirtcorreft^ 
tranflation made in the time b( Francis I. from 
a manufcript which it would be very difficult to 
linderftand at prefent. 

I have not been able to reconcile what hifto- 
rians tell us. of the manner in which the Muf- 
fulmen treated their Chriftian prifoners. Some 
of them fay, that they were brought one by 
one out of the place where they were confined, 
and afked if they would deny Jefus Chrift ; 
and fuch as perfifted in the Chriftian faith had 
then heads ftruck ofF. 

Others again atteft, that an old emir afked 
the prifoners by an interpreter, if they believed 
in Jefus Chrift, and they anfwering iii the ^-' 
firmative, he replied, *' Be of good courage 
then ; he that died for you, and could rife again,' 
h doubtlefs able to dclivfer you/' / * 

• , I ^' Thefc 
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Thefe two accounts feem a little coutradic- 
kwy ; and what is fttll more To, is, that this 
emi^rs i^uld kill tbofe captives for whoro they 
expedled a ranfom J. 

Upon the whole, thefe emirs demanded no 
more than the 80,000 befants to which the late 
fultan had Umited the ranfom ; and when, in 
purfuance of the treaty, the French troops which 
-were in Damietta had given up that city, we 
do not find that the conquerors committed the 
leaft outrage on the women, but fent the queen 
and her fifters-in-law away with marks of refpedt. 
All the Mahometan foldiersdid not indeed behave 
with equal moderation, the vulgar in all coun- 
tries being rude and brutal : there were doubt* 
lefs fome violencies committed, and fome pri ^ 
foners ill-treated, and even killed ; but after 
all, 1 muft own I am furprifed that the fuitaii 
did not put to death a much greater number of 
thefe foreign invaders, who failed from the port$ 
of Europe to lay wafte thekingdom of Egypt f. 

St. 



J Joinville exprefly fays, that the emirs deliberated amonS^ 
themfelves, whether they (bould not behead the king and a^ 
the Chriftians in their power, and that they were diffliaded 
itoaa this refoltttion by a fingie^emiF, wliofe bread was ani- 
mated by a fpark of hooo^ir, or perhaps of avarice. — - 
After all, it would have been the moft advantageous refo- 
Xution they could have taken. 

•}• Whether it be owing to a partiality for the Mahome- 
tans, or an implacable hatred to the Chriftians, we fliall 
not determine ; but certain it is, our author ihduftrioufly 
palliates the cruelties of the former, by alledging mecr con- 
ie^ures, and exaggerates thofe of the latter, without much 
regard to the truth of hiftory. Why (hould we believe thf 
iiiftory of the Arabian author Ben-Schuhnah, rather than 
the meraoiri of the Chriftian knight Joinville, who was an 
G 6 «>«• 
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St. Lewis, on his being delivered from cap- 
tivity, retired into Paleftine, where he remained 
near four years with the Oiattered remains of 
his fleet and army. Inftead of returning to 
France, he went to vifit Nazaretfi, and did not 
repair to his own dominions till after the ileath ' 
of queen Blanch, his mother ; and then only 
in order to fet on foot a new crufade. 

His refidence at Paris proved a perpetual in- 
creafe of advantage and glory to him ; and he 
received marks of honour which can only be 
rendered to a virtuous king. Henry III. of 
England and his barons having had fome dif«' 
pute, they made choice of him as fovereign ar- 
biter % ; and altho' his decifion^ which was ia 
Henry's favour, did not put a ftop to Ae com- 
motions in England, yet it proved to all Eu- 
jrope, that men are obliged, in ipite of them- 
felves, to (hew reverence to virtue* The re- 
putation of Lewis, and the good order he ob- 
ferved in his kingdom, procured his brother^ 
the count of Anjou, the honour of being chofen 
king of Sicily by the pope. 

Lewis, ia the mean time, enlarged, his de^ 
mefnes by the acquifition of Namur, Peronne, 
Avranchesj Mortagne^ and du Perche. He 



eyc-witnefs of what he relates ? The wife of St. Lewis be- 
ing befteged at Damietta, and in danger of captivity, ad- 
dr effing herfelf to Joinville, who was a knight-errant, feJl 
on her knees, and begged a boon, which he having granted 
on the faith of chivalry, ibe infifted upon his cutting off Hey 
head, if ever her virtue fliould be in danger j and he pro- 
mifed to comply with her requeft. 

J How could he pronounce a decree as fovereign, when 
he was no raort than an aititnitor chofen by the two 
parties i 

might 
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might likewife have taken from the kings of 
England all they poflefled in France : the quar* 
rel# between .Henry III. and his barons rendered 
it very practicable; but Lewis preferred juftice 
to ufurpation, and fufFered them to remain in 

?uiet poiTeifion of Guienne^ Perigord,, and the 
fimoufin ; but he obliged them to give up for 
ever all claim to Touraine, Poitou, and Nor- 
mandy, which had been re-annexed to the 
crown of France by Philip Auguftus. By this 
procedure he at once procured an honourable 
peace to his country, and raifed his own repu- 
tation. 

He was the firft who eftabliflaed the law or 
right of appeals ; by which the fubjefts, which 
had before been obliged to fubmit to the arbi* 
, trary fentence of the judges of the baronies, 
might now carry their complaints into four 
grand, royal bailiwics, eredled on purpofe to 
hear and determine fuch caufes. In his reign 
men of letters were firft admitted to feats in 3ie 
parliament, where before the knights, who 
hardly knew how to read, ufed to decide the 
fortunes of the fubjeAs. With all the piety of 
a prieft, he fhewed the enlightened firmneis of 
a king, in putting a check to the encroach- 
ments of the court of Rome, by that famous 
pragmatic law, which fecures thofe rights called 
the liberties of the Gallican church. 

In (hort, thirteen years of his prefence in 
France repaired all the evils that had been 
wrought in his abfence ; but his infatuation for 
crufades. hurried him beyond every othpr con- 
fideration, and the popes took care to encou- 
rage him in it. Clement IV. granted him a 
tenth penny on the revenues of the clergy for 

three 
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three years. At length he departed a fsami 
time, with a force nearly equal to the former; 
and his brother, whom he had made Icing of 
Sicily, was to follow him : this time however he 
direded bis devotion and hts arms ndther toPa- 
Jeftine nor the coaft of Egypt, but failed with 
his fleet to Tunis. 

The Chriftians of Syria were no longer of 
the ancient race of Franks who fettkd in An- 
tioch and Tyre ; they were a mixed genera- 
tion, of Syrians, Armenians, and Europeans: 
they went by the name of Coksy and t^ieft 
feeble remains of the originjal conquerors were 
in general fubjeft to the r)gyptians, and. Tyre 
and Ptolemais wcrp the only cities of ftrength 
they had left in that part of the world ; and, 
even in thofe cities, the religious focieties of 
Templars and HofpitaHers, whom we may in 
fome fort compare to the Mammaluc militia, 
carried on the moft cr^el and bloody wars 
againft each other; and in a fight which hap- 
pened between thefe military monks, ther^ was 
^hot one Templar left alive. 

But it may be afked, what relation there 
could be between a petty, mongrel race, on the 
coaft of Syria, and St. Lewis's expedition to 
Tunis ? Charles of Anjou, king of Naples and 
Sicily, an ambitious, .cruel, and felf-intereftcd 
prince, made the heroic fimplicity of his bro- 
ther Lewis -fubfervient to his defigr^s. He pre- 
tended that the king of Tunis owed him feveral 
years tribute ; the truth is, he wanted to get 
the fovereignty of that country, and St. Lewis, 
as moft hiftorians tell us, (but on what foun* 
. dation I cannot fay) hoped to make a convert 
of the king of Tunis. A ftrange method of con* 

verting 
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Terting a Mahometan to Chriftianitya to make 
a defcent fword in hand upon his country ! 

The Chriftians landed near the ruins of Car- 
thage; but thie king foon found himfelf.bc- 
feged in his own camp by the uaited forces of 
the Moors* And here his army underwexit the 
fame fate, by difeafes, and the intemperance of 
the foldiery in a new climate, as it had for- 
merly done in Egypt ; it was totally ruined ; 
and one of his fons, who was born at Damietta 
during the time of his captivity, died of thi$ 
kind of contagion before Tunis. At 
length the king himfelf was attacked 1270 . 
by it, and ordering himfelf to be laid 
in the duft, he expired at the age of fifty-five, 
with the piety of a monk, and the^ courage of 
an hero. It is not oi>e of the leaft, among the 
many inftances of the caprices of fortune, that 
' the ruins of Carthage fhould be the burying- 
place of a Chriftian king, come thither to fight 
againft Mahometans, in a country where queea 
Dido had firft introduced the gods of the Sy*- 
rians. Scarcely was Lewis dead, when hh 
brother the king of Sicily arrived, who con- 
cluded a peace with the Moors, and condu(Sted 
the Ihattered remains of the Chriftian army 
back into Europe. 

We cannot reckon lefs than one hundred 
thoufand perfons facrificed in St. Lewis's two 
expeditions ; add to thefe the fifty thoufand 
who followed Frederick Barbarofla, the three 
hundred thoufand who corapofed the crufade 
under Philip Auguftus and Richard Cceur de 
Lion, with the two hundred thoufand at leaft, 
who emigrated in the time of king John de 
Brienne 5 reckon.Iik^wifc the one hundred and 

fixty 
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fixty thoufand who bad before that gone over 
to Afia,' not omitting thofe who perimed in the 
expedition againfl Conftantinople, and in the 
wars fucceeding that revolution, without men^ 
tioning the crufade in the North, and that 
againft the Albigenfes, and it will be found, 
that the Eaft proved the fepulchre of above two 
milKons of Europeans. 

Many countries were depopulated and impo- 
verilhed by thefe expeditions. The fieur de 
JoinvHIe exprcfsly aflerts, that the reafon of 
his not accompanying St. Lewis on his fecond 
crufade, was, that he could not fupport the ex- 
pence of it, bis fortune having been almoft en- 
tirely ruined by the firft. 
/ Lewis's ranfom coft the kingdom eight hun- 
dred thoufand befants,' which was about nin« 
millions of the prefent current money of France. 
Now, of the two millions who died in the 
Eaft, if each man carried vvith him out of the 
kingdom only one hundred franks, it will 
make an additional fum of two hundred mil- 
lions on account of thefe expeditions. The- 
Genoefe, the Pifans, and particularly t\\e Ve- 
netians, were enriched by them ; but France, 
England, and Germany, were totally exhaufted. 

It is pretended that the kings of France were 
gainers by thefe cru fades, becaufe St. Lewis 
encreafed his demefnes, by purchafing the lands 
of thofe lords who had ruined their fortunes by 
following him : but, in reality, he encreafed 
them only by his oeconomy during his thirteen 
years refldence at home. 

The only advantages procured by thefe en-* 
terprifes, was the liberty vrhich many boroughs 
purchafed of their lords; thus the municipal 

govern- 
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government encreafed by flow degrees from the 
ruins of the poffeflbrs of fiefs; and thefe com- 
munitjes finding in time that they could work: 
and traffic on their own accounts, they began 
to exercife arts- and commerce, which had long 
,kin negk£ted, and almoft extinguifhed in a 
ftatc of flavery^ 

In the mean time, the fmall number of Chrif- 
tians diftributed about the coaft of Syria,. wercL 
foon exterminated, or reduced to flavery. Pto- 
]emais, their principal retreat, which was in 
cfFeft only a place of refuge for robbers noto- 
rious for their crimes, couW not refift the forces, 
of Melecferaph, fultah of Egypt, who took it in 
the year 1291. After which. Tyre and Sidon 
ibon furrendered to him. In fliort, towards the 
end of the twelfth century, there was not the 
l^ft trace to be found in Afia of the emigra- 
tions of thefe Chriftians. ~ 

CHAP. XLVII. 

Continuation of the taking of Constanti- 
nople by the Crusaders. 

WE may have obferved, that the feudal go- 
vernment of France : produced many 
conquerors ; the duke of Normandy, a peer of 
France, fubdued England; a few private gen- 
tlemen conquered Sicily ; and, during the cru- 
fades, lords of France were for fame time matters 
of Antioch and Jcrufalem : in fine, Baldwin count 
of Flanders, alfo a peer of France, took Conftan- 
.^inople. We have fecn that the Mahometans 

of 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



138 The taking of Cow^tajjtinopuc 

pf Afia yidded Nice to the fugitive empefQf » 
of Greece, and that thefe Mahometans were 
joined in alliance with the Greeks^ againft the 
Franks and Latins, their common eneqiies i 
during this time the irruptions of the Tartars' 
into Afia and Europe prevented' the Maho- 
metans from oppreffing the Greeks. Th^ 
Franks being in pofleifion of Conftantinople,. 
?Ie£led their own emperors, and the popes con- 
firmed them. 

1 2 16 Peter de Courtenay, count of Aux* 
erre, of the houfe of France, being elec-t 
ted, was crowned at Rome by pope Hono-^ 
rius III. The popes, at that time, flattered 
tbemfelves with a notion that they had the dif- 
pofal of the empires of the Eaft and WofL 
We have feen what kind of claim tfeey had 
upon the Weft, and the inunenfe qiiaatitie^ o{ 
blood it coft to difpute it. Wittfc i^egafd to ti^ 
Eaft, their pretenfions were coniSned to Con- 
flantinople^ • and a part of Thrace and Thsf^ 
«dy 5 and the Latin patriarch, notwithftaiiding 
his profound fubmiffion to the porpeV authority^, 
infifted that' it belonged to him alone to crown 
the emperors^ hb maflers ; while the G^tek 
patriarchy who heU his fee ibmetimes at Nice,, 
and at others in Adrianopolis, anathematized 
both tbeLatin emperorandhbpatriai'ch, and even 
the pope himfelf : in fafl, this Latin empire of 
ConAantinople was fo inconfiderable, that Peter 
de Coortenay, on his return to Rome, could 
A not avoid felling Into the hands of the 
Greeks, and, after bis death, bis fuccef-^ 
for& pofieBed inr^eaJity no mom than the city 
of Cooflantixiople and its a^faeent territory. 

Achat* 
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Achaia was in the poflefSon of the French, and 
the Venetians had the MoKa. 

Conftantiiiople, which had formerly beei^ 
fuch an opulent citj^ was now grown fo poor,, 
that Baldwin II. I can hardly ilile him em-> 
peror, pledged to the Venetians for a fum of 
flioney, the crown of thorns worn by Jefus 
Chrift, his fwaddling cloaths, his robe, his nap-^ 
kin, his fpange, and feveral pieces of the true, 
crofs, which were afterwards redeemed by St. 
Lewis, who depofited them in the holy chapel 
at Paris, with other relicks, which are teftimo- 
mies of his piety, rather than of his knowledge 
in antiquity. 

We find that this Baldwin II. caipe in 1245 
to the council of Lyons, in whkb pope Inno- 
cent IV. excommunicated, in fo folemn a man* 
Aer, the emperor Frederick. IL He thei« 'm 
yau^ IBiglof^d the affiftance of a cruTadlabi asici 
xetuMied ta Conftantiaopde, ofily ta fee it fall 
9t.laft uader the power of the CkedkS) tta law^ 
fill pofleiIbr&» Michael Paleologus, empercMr^ 
and gttardian to the young, emperor L^am^ 
r,etook the city by mean^ of a private i»- ^ • 
telligpnce. Baldwin aftf^r this fled into ^ : 
France, where he lived upon the money bet 
laiied by the fale of his fhajiquifatet of Namur 
t& St. Lewis* Thus ended this empire of tbe> 
crufaders. 

^ The Greeks brought back thek enannefs into: 
their. empire; and the cuflom of putting out 
eyes again revived* Michael J^eoIo^Us was- 
the Brik who iignalized himfelf in thia way, 
by depriving his pupil of his fight and liberty t* 
It had been the cuflom before, on thefe occa- 
fic^ ta mak^ ufe of a thia j^late of metal,- 

heated 
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heated red hot ; but Michael ufed boiling vine- 
gar, and the cuftom has been ftill preferved,' 
for there is a fafliion even in crimes. 

Paleologu^ took care to procure a folemn aft' 
of abfolution for this cruel deed, from his pa- 
triarch and bifhops, who it is faid burft into 
tears of joy at this pious ceremony. Paleologus 
beat his breaft, with all the marks of a fincere 
contrition, humbly aflced forgivenefs of Grod, 
and at the fame time took efpecial care to keep 
his emperor and his pupil clofely confined. 
- When I fay that fuperftltion returned to 
Conftantinople with the Greeks, I defire no 
clearer proof of it than what happened in the 
year 1284. The whole empire was at that 
time divided between two patriarchs ; the em- 
peror gave orders that each party fliould prefent 
before* God, in the church of St. Sophia, a 
memorial containing his reafons ; and that both' 
thefe memorials fhould be thrown into a con-^ 
iecrated pan of coals, in order that the will of 
heaven might be known ; the Almighty how-* 
ever declared himfelf no otherwife than by fuf- 
fering both the papers to be confumed to afhes, 
and left the Greeks to their ecclefiaftical dif* 
putes. 

The empire of the Eaft in the mean time re- 
covered a little ftrength j Greece had been an- 
nexed to it before the crufedes, but itloftalmoft 
all Afia Minor and Syria. Greece was again 
feparated from it after the crufades, but a fmall 
part of Afia Minor ftill remained, 
t All the reft of this empire M^as in the hands 
of new nations : Egypt was fallen a prey to the 
Mammaluc militia, originally formed of flaves, 
who afterward^ became conquerors j they were 

fcldiers 
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Soldiers who had been gathered together from 
^e northern coafts of the Black Sea ; and 
this new form of robbery was firft eftablifhed 
during the time that St. Lewis was in cap- 
tivity. 

The empire of the caliphs feemed to draw 
near to its end in this centuiy, while that ot 
Coiiftantine appeared alfo on the decline. The 
monarchy which had been founded by Ma- 
homet was. torn to pieces on all fides by new 
uforpers, who. at the fame. time embraced his 
religion, tiir at length the caliphs of Bagdat^ 
called by way of diftin£tion the AbaiEdian ca« 
liphs, .were utterly deftroyed by the family of 
•Gengis-Can. 

Thus, dttring the twelfth and thirteenth cen- 
•turies, there was an uninterrupted fucceQon of 
devaftations throughout one half of the globe ; 
nation fell upon nation in thofe prodigious iemi-» 
^rations, which have fmce by degrees formed 
great empires j for, while the crufadcrs were 
pouring in upon Syria, the Turks undermined 
the Arabians i and at length the Tartars ap- 
peared, who fell upon the Turks, the Arabians, 
the Indians, and the Chinefe. Thcfe Tartars, 
condu&ed by Gengis-Can and his fens, changed 
die face of all Great Afia, while Afia Minor 
and Syria were the fi!]()ulchres of the Franks 
and Saracens* 



CHAP^ 
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C H A P. XLVffl. 

Of the. East and of Gengis-Cak, 

j/"\N the fitber fide :o£ Pfisfia^^ tDUcards Ae ri- 
Vy Tea:^ Gahon and Obao^^^ new empice aroft 
from die. ruins of the caliphate. We call it 
Kourafmia, or Koundlan, from the acarxupuA 
name of its conquerors. Sultan Mahaimied 
reigned itere about the rend .of the twelfth and 
begimitng of the tfairteendi century, at the 
time that fo nranyrkingdoms were fwallowed 
lip hy the great irruptions of the Tartars. Mo^ 
hammed the Chorafmian ruled from the heart of 
IraC) winch ia the. ancient Media, to the other 
fide of Sogdiana, and £ar into the country of 
the Tartars. He had moreowr enlarged his 
dominions by the addition of a great part of 
Indian fo tto he faw himfelf one of the mdft 
powerfol .fovereigns in <3ie world, but ftiil con- 
tinued to acknowledge the caliph, whom he 
had ftriptof almoft all his dominions, and^whci 
retained only the city xrf: Bagdat. 

From the other me of Taurus and Caucafus^ 
to the eaftward of the Ca^ian Sea, and from 
the j^iver Volgaita* China, and to the <noi^w%fd 
asiar asttiie ntozenzone, extends that immenfe 
traft of country belonging to the ancient Scy- 
thians, who were afterwards called Tatars, and 
by us Tartars, from Teteor-can, one of the 
moft powerful of their princes. Thefe coun- 
tries appear to have been peopled from time 
immemorial, but the inhabitants fcarcely ever 
built towns ; nature having given thefe people, 
die fame as to the Arabs and Bedouins, that 
5 f^lifl*. 
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relifh -for freedom and a wandering life, which 
made them always confider towns or cities as 
prifons, in which kings, fay they, keep their 
ilaves. 

Their contiimal excurfions, the frugal man- 
ner in which .they were obliged to live, the 
fmall {hare of reft or indulgence they could en* 
joy, paffing their lives either under a tent, in 
their chariots, or upon the bare ground, ren- 
dered tbema race of hardy men, inured to fa- 
tigue, i<vho, like (0 many wild beafts growti 
-over numerous^ ipread themfelves on all fidesr, 
at a diftancpfram their dens, at one thne to»- 
wards the cotintries about the Palus Mceotis, from 
whence, in the fifth century, they drove out 
the inhabitants, who riifhed in upon the Ro- 
2iian empire ; at another time towards the' eaft 
and fouth, where they ovw-ran Armenia and 
Perfia ;. and again, towards the coafts of China, 
and as far as the Indies. Thus has this mighty 
rcfervoir of barbarous and warlike men, fpread, 
at difierent times,- its innundations over almoft 
the whole of our hemifphere; ?nd the peoplfe 
who at prefent inhabit thofe deferts, dcftitute of 
all learning, know only that their anceftors have 
formerly conquered the world, 

.£ach. horde. dr tribe had its chief, and fevcrsll 
of thefe chiefs were United under. a Khan, to 
.whom the neighbouring tribes of Daibilama 
paid a kind of- homage, • confifting chiefly in a 
flight tribute : the reft of the tribes had no other 
notion of divine worfliip than what confifted ill 
facrificing a few animals once a-ycar to the fa- 
preme being. I have never heard it faid that 
-they offered human fecrifices to the deity, nor 
that they bad any belief of an evil and powerful 

being. 
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tdng, fuch as the devih The waiits and^oc* 
'cupations of a vagabond life preferved them 
"likewife from a. great deal of that fuperftition 
which is the child of idlenefs ; their only faults 
were thofe which bfutality naturally connects 
:with a rough and fay;ig^ way of Hfe, and even 
ythefe faults made them conquerors.^ 

All that! have been able to gather of certainty, 
concerning the origin of the great revolution 
brought about by thefe Tartars towards . the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries, Js, that the 
"hordes of Mongols, or Moguls, inhabiting the 
parts to the eaftward of China, and who foO- 
feflcd the beft iron mmes^ were -the firft who 
worked that metal, wHich indeed made them in 
the end mailers of thofe who, were in polIeiEon 
cof all the . reft. Cal-Can, or Gaflar-Care, 
igrandfatber to Gengis-Can t» finding himfelf 
at the head of thefe tribes, who were the beft 
armed and difciplined of all the others, obliged 
many of his neighbours to become his vafmls, 
and founded a kind of monarchy, fuch an one 
at leaft as could fubfift dmong a wandering 
.people, impatient of reftraint. His fon, whom 
:our European hiftorians call Pifouca, fixed this 
rifing empire, and after him Gengis-Can ex- 
tended it over the greateft part of the known 
.globe. 

Between Ills dominions and thofe of China, 
lay a powerful ftate, belonging to a <^han, 
whofe anceftors had quitted the wandering life 
•of the Tartars, to build themfelves towns, after 

t According to FadlalUfa, who wrde t)}e life orCtsgis^ 
'Chan^ his grandfather*s name was Purfaa<^hM)^ and bisfa* 
nihef» Ycfukay, or Pifi&a Behadr. 
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#ie €xam{^l6 of the Chiaefe. This prince wai 
knowA eveh in Europe, and was the perfon to 
whom we at firft gave the name of Prcftcr 
John: fome cridcs have attempted to prove 
that the proper name is Pricft John, though, 
m'oft certainly, there nevet* was the leaft grounds 
-for either of the Appellations f. 

The triitlr is, that the reputation of his ca« 
l^ital, which liiade foftie noife in Afia, had ex- 
cited^ the greediriefs of certain .Arabian mer- 
chants: thefe merchants were of the ancient 
c^ommUkiion of Neftoriiis 5 fome of their priefts * 
atcotaipanied then! in this expedition, and, in 
©irder to refomitiend diemfelves to the Chriftiait 
poteht^tes5 who were at that time carrying oil 
the holy war in Syria', they gave out that they 
had cohverfed this great Can, the moft powerful 
•of the Taitarian chiefs, and had given hini 
the name of John ; and that he had even con- 
deicended to take vpon him the priefthood. 
From this idle ftory came Prefter John to be f<i 
fartious in the old chronicles of the crufades. 
They aftehvards weat in Search of a Prefter 
John into Ethiojiia, and gave this name to a 
Clack prince, who is partly a fchifmatic Chriftian, 
and partly a Jew ; but the Tartar Prefter John 
fell in a great battle by the arms of Gen- 
gis, after which the ctfn^ueror made himfelf 
matter of his dominions, and canfed himfelf to 
he chofen fovereign of all the Tartar Cans, or, 
chi^fe under the name of Gengis-Can, which 

, t The name of this prinee was Vang^Can, or Ung Can | 
«nd the capital of his kingdom was Karacorum, fituated 
abbai tweaiey ^ys ioumey from the borders of China. 

Vol, II. H Signifies 
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iignifies King of Kings, or Gnrnd^Can *, in 
room of that of Temugin f, which he bore be* 
fore. It appears that the Tartar-Can^ were 
^ccuftomed to aflemble diets at the beginning 
of the fpring ; thefe diets were called Cour-ihe. 
How do we know whether thefe aflemblies, 
and our plenary courts in the months of March 
and May, may not have had the fame origin ? 

Gengis-Caapublifhed an ordonnance in this 
afTembly, enjoining the belief of one God only, 
and that no one mould be perfecuted on the 
fcore of religion ; a certain proof that his fub- 

t'eds were not all of the. fame belief. He efta* 
»Ii(hed flridl military difcipline ; the decurions, 
centurions, and captains of thoufands, and the 
chiefs of ten thoufands, under generals, were 
all obliged to perform daily duty : and all fuch 
who did not go to the field, were obliged to 
work one day in the week for the Can's fer- 
vice. Adultery was the more ftridly forbid- 
den, on account of polygamy being allowed* 
^There was but one Tartar canton in which 
the inhabitants were permitted to continue the 

f>ra£tice of proftituting their wives to their land- 
ords. Sorcery was exprefsly forbidden, under 
pain of death : it has already 'been fhewn, 
that Charlemagne puniflied this crime only by 
a fine; but it follows from hence^ thut the 
Germans, Franks, and Tartars, believed alike 
in the power of magicians. Gengis-Can played 

' * Abul^as^-Can, theiiiftori^n, derives this name from 
jin, which, in the Mogul laoguage, fignifies great^ and the 
termination gbix, Unplymg-tbe fuparlative^ 1. r. gnateji^ or 
mofi great, 

t So called from Temujen-Caq^ a prince of the Alogtiley 
mrbom hi9 father defeated and flew. 

off 
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off a fcheme in this great aflembly of barbarous 
princcB) which we frequently find employed in 
the hiftory of the world ; a (Srophet foretold 
him, that he fliould be one day mailer of the 
univerfe : his iiiUe6b encouraged each other 
to fulfil the predi&on. 

- Gengis ifiUed a new laWy which was the 
moft proper imaginable for making heroes of 
all his foldiers ; he ordered the penalty of death 
for fuch who, when called to the afjiftance of 
their feUow-foldiers in time of battle, fhould 
take to flight, inftead of fuccouring them. Hav- 
ing quickly, made bimfelf mafter of all the 
countries which lie between the river Volga 
and the wall of China, he afterwards fell upon 
that antient empire which was then called Ca- 
tai* He took Cambalu, the capital of North< 
Catai ; this is the fame city which we now call 
Pekin. Thus mafter of the one half of China, 
he foon carried his vi&orious arms into the 
heart of Corea. 

It is not in the imagination, even of the 
idleft of thofe who bufy themfelves in romantic 
fidiions, tp conceive that a prince fiiould fet 
out from the heart of Corea, which is at the 
eaftem extremity of our globe, to carry the war 
into Perfia and die Indies ; and yet this, Gen- 
gis-Can adually effefled. 

The icaliph of Bagdat, named Nailer, very 
imprudently applied to him for his affiftance ; 
the caliphs at that tfane Were, as we have al- 
ready feen, what the indolent kings of France 
were formerly, under the tyranny of the mayors 
of the palace : the Turks were the mayors of 
thecalip)i$« 

H2 Sultan 
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S«lttn Mohammed, of the GarifmkihirBcSp 
of whom we* have al^^etdjr liiade iheAtioov wn^ 
itafler of almoft ftiL Pe^fti f suKb Arnicmk,^ ev«r 
]Q a defencel^f^ condition, pdd fafm tmbute.' 
The cali|>b N«fler> whom tbii Mobafaimfkl w»t 
determined to ftrip at laft of eteirtbe ffiiaidbws 
of ^gai^ wbioh was l«ft hi v,. called Gengk- 
Can-in«Q.Peffia*, » 

' The Tartarian eoiiqueror wks at tbilt tinifai 
fixty yeam of age; it appears- tfaaiC heiulevirt 
How to govern, as well asto-coiiqiier; and.hiit 
life is one of ^e many inilancfes^ tfa^tithsre im 
no great conqueror, who i^ not at thB'famei 
tnne a greslt politician; a coilquerOr/isa'. many 
wbofe head makes a hwppf and dcMtans ufe'of: 
the artns of otheta^ Gengis gbvemtif wkh^ C6i 
aiuch (kill that part of China which fie hadt 
ctaqueredy that there was ndt die tetfkzutmptf 
made towards a revolt daring hts' abfence ;* Mt^' 
he knew /b weU how.to.govcrn his own Cuaailyv. 
that his four fons, whom he made hia four 
lieiitenftni*'fiQnepa}^, fhewdd 'nb odier jedoufy 
thitn who mould beft ferve hini^. and were tiibi 
cfaijef inftmments of his ti£h>ries^ 

Our fight* in £uropc afyear like flight fldr'«> 
miflies^ when compared with the battl^ wiiJcb) 
have ^t different times laid Afia irt biood. Sol-* 
tan Mohammed marched agatnft Gengia-at the^ 
headof fbbr hundred tboUfand fighting men;, and 
on the other fide of the rivef Jaixartesi^ neatr the. 
city of Otrar, and. in tfaaimmeafe plains whieti? 
lie wkhottt the city, in 42 dbgreds^of laritiide): 
he met with. tbeTartafV arhi^ ctafiftirtg of 
i^en: hundred, thciu&id xtii^n^ xronnntinded b^ 
Gengis himfelf, affifted by his four fdns:: .ther 
Mahoihetans were defeifed, and the ci^ of 

Otrar 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



.(^f Akt East and OxNcis-CAy^ 149 

X)t%2f taken. The beiiegers made u& of the 
^ati^f ti>g riim on this occdfion : it woold feesi 
't{)9t tbi» wtr-enginc wai^ a kind of natural in* 
yentUm aif^oagft all people, in die fame man- 
ner as the bow and aaows. 
. From ^e countries beyond the Oxns the coif- 
^^rox advanoed againft Bocara> a city famous 
4J^roughout all A£a for its great commerce and, 
#T)atUifa(^ttrcs of ftuflF, iMit efpecially for the 
riJLJfiaces* which the Tuckifli fi^ltans had learnt 
•fif tbe JiMah$y and i^ich flouri&ed in Bocaisa 
.^nd $9m9arduad : and, if we credit the Can A\r 
:^.ugaii, to whom we are indebted for the hiftory 
^f the Tartars, io(;ar fignifies Uarned^ - in the 

Tartar^Mogul langua^ ; and it is from this 
:et)m«lpgy» of which thei^ does not at prefent 
iSf,vBAm the ieeft trace, that oametbe name of 
>Bocaia. Tlie Tavtac^jaiiber .having ranibned this 
*iul|c# fdbcfid' it to aihes^ in i^e ttuamef as 
iU^andiBr 4aA PocftpoUs^ Thb eaflem writef s 
rVJiP JKive %wta us the lad^ry of Qenffis*Can, 
Jl^rd^y ' that he did it to revenge the death of 

his ambaiTadors, whom the fultan had caufed to 
Jbe fiaki .befiftce ths wai. Whatever excufe there 
dttigbt-be ior.iGAngiS) there <:Qnkl he none &ir 

Atn^agntrri « 

. , I All the.ooiOBitriei to the eaflsnard and foutk»^ - 
rxeaid fuf dseJCSafpion^iSea, were now fubdtied, 

and fultan Mofaaqimad, a Active from pro^ 

yjnce to province, drag ging after Jiim hisifear 

l)is mis%tMniBS, died ^t laft, abgn- 

!Cp>wi Popple. ' AftiW ibis^be cpi?*- 

(llri^QMiiA9i|r.'afl ^ihe j^t^t bidua, and 

^4rft4Hs{9i«niea«fra»:r0dudng indofbn^ 

another, under thecomnnirtdof' onebfhis^fensi 

TObje6ted, to his yoke all the provinces which 

H 3 are 
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are to the fouthwQrd and weftward of the Caf* 
pian Sea ; Corailan, Irac, Shirvan, and Aran. 
They paiFed the iron-gates, not far from whence 
it is faid that the city of Derbentf was buih 
by Alexander the Great. This is the only paf- 
fage to crofs from this fide of Upper Afia over 
the ragged and inacceffible hills of mount Caur* 
cafus. From thence direding its march along this 
Volga towards Mofcow, this army^ everywhere 
vidorious, fell upon and ravaged Ruffia, where 
nothing was to be feen but feizing and flaying 
of cattle and flaves. Being loaded with plun- 
der, they repafled the Volga, and returned back 
toGengis-Canbythenorth-eaftcbaftoftheCaf- 
pian Sea. It is laid that no traveller had ever 
befor6 made the circuit of this river; and that 
t^efe troops were the firft who had dared to 
venture fuch a jomiiey, through rude and un- 
. cultivated countries, inacceffible to any other 
men than Tartars, who wanted neither tents, 
provifion nor baggage, but lived upon the flelh 
of their horfes, as well as they could on th;|t 
of other animals. 

In this manner viras the one half of China, 
and of Ind^ftan, almoft idl Perfia.as fiu* as the 
Euphrates, the frontiers of Ruffia,. Cafan, A(- 
tracaiti, and the whole of Great Tartary, re- 
duced by the ^Sorious arns of Gengis, in tbc: 
fpace of lefs than eighteen years* . i 

■ f . 
' ' . • i > ^ . , 

t Darhend, or Derbend, U a Perfian word^' fignjifying ilie 
faAening or Shutting of gates ; allttdlhg to inm g«KS tn^a 
wall tMkt this city, extending iibout^a^arttr^ a leiglii, 
from a mountain to the <«a^ tluppughwlbiKli piei all tm- 
V«llert were obliged to pafs. 

It 
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It is certain, that the part of Thibet where 
the great Lama reigns, was included within the 
bounds of his empire, and that he fuffered that 
T)ontiff to remain in the undifturbed pofleffion 
of his own territories, as there were a great 
number of worfhippfers of that human idol in 
his armies. Conquerors have in all times fpared 
the chiefs of religions, both on account of the 
tribute of flattery they are fure to receive from 
them, and becaufe the fubmiflion of the head of 
the church generally draws after it that of the 
people. 

In his return back from India, through Per- 
fia, and the ancient Sogdiana, he flopped at tne 
cityofToricat, to the north-eaftof the rivei-*Jax- 
artes, as the center df his vaft empire. Hither 
his ibnsy who had been vi£lorious' on all fides, 
with his generals, and all the tributary princes^ 
brought him thetreafures of Afia, which he di- 
ftributed in largeiles among his foldiers, who» 
dll he (hewed it them, were' wholly unac- 
quainted with this fpecies of abundance* From 
llence came thofe gold and iilver ornaments 
which the Ruffians. are every now and then 
finding, and other monuments of luxury that 
were buried in the favage countries of Tartary ; 
the only remains of thofe mimerous depre- 
dations. 

During his ftay here, Gengis held a trium^i^ 
phal plenary court in the plains of Toncat, 
which was as fplendid and magnificent as that 
which had prepared the way for Co many vic" 
tories had been fimple and warlike. Here 
might be feen a mixture of Tartarian barbarity 
and Aiiatic luxury j the Cans and their vafials,. 
who had been companions of his conquefts, 
H 4. appeared 
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appeared feated in the antient Scythian chariot99> 
vvfaich flill continue m ufe ampag. the inhab^rr 
tants of Crim-Tartary ; but thefe cars wera 
covered with the rich fluffs, gold, ^nd precious 
ilones, which had been taken fro^i the natiotii 
they had conquered. One of the fens of Gten^ 
gi§ made him a prefent at this aiTemtdy, of an 
buj^dred thoufand horf^. It was at this iiieet* 
ing of the ftate^-general of AiSa, that be re- 
ceived the hptx^age of above five hundred ^-^ 
baf^dors from the conquered couatrifss. Froit^ 
hence he haflened to reduce again^to his yoke 
the v^ territory of Tangut, on the frontiers 
©f China. Atthe j^gc of fcventy he ^i^te^iin- 
ed to -go and con^plcte the conqyeft of the gfcsit 
Kingdom of Ching, whjch wgs the .d^'liPg pb* 
1226 J®^ ^^ ^*^ *0lWtip|i ; httt, jis te w^9 tR 
« his 0iardi fii^w^ds th^t mmr^> mi 
within a few ll»i)es of tt|« gsef t WfiU, bf WM- 
fei^ed with $ dif^ig^der in bis (fi^mp, wlbich pl4t^ 
period to his life. N^y^r did any a»a0 b^fqr^. 
or fiii^e hiinfeif £4^ fo many^iffei^m mimn : 
Ijie bad conquered ^bova one tboiif^ $^bt 
iiundred leagues ^ ppu^lry from eaft tp weft, 
and above a tboufaed frpm north to fouth ; but 
tb^n as he izonqupsedbe laid ^1 wafte» and, ex^ 
cej>ting Bocara and. twp or three^^ other cities 
which he permitted to be rebuilt, his whole emr 
pire, from the borders of {luffia to the frpotiers^ 
qf Cbinia, was one continued ruin. 4ubJna in-* 
deed buffered tbe kaft, becaufe, after the taking 
of Pekin, no other p^:e ottered tp refift him^ 
Before his death he divided his empire betwera 
his four fans, and each of them was one of tbe 
ifioft powerful monaEchs of tbc known world* 

It 
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Id^HiiM mere ii^rifiee4 vponlik topob, wi th^ 
this has tanumu^ to lie iws in Taftary 4t 
tkct d^dth .of anj of his facosi&rs. This cu- 
Aoia, 9vor;Hy bnly of the moft &yage bein^ 
^e earth pccxluces, was common with the aiv- 
<neot .Scythian jNrinceSt and h^s (£ lat^ beepi 
found to preysdi among the negroes pf Congq^* 
it is fretendpd, lihatit vns looked upon 4s a 
•point of honour among, the domeftic$.of th^ 
X^s 6f Tartary^ to die with their lord;, . an^ 
that ^ey even difputed for the hostour df . being 
iatcried with them. If this, entbufiafei. w^ 
xommcfik amoiig.thetn, and t^at death atppcfir^ 
•a matt^ of fuch fmall moment to Adk peopljQ^ 
4liey wec;e certainly fbxmed to fubdne ^I .c^er 
diations. The Tartars^ whofe adnvration qfT 
Gcnsis-'Caa redoubled wben they no longeyr 
beheld him, imagined that be w^s. not bora 
in the fame manner as otlier men, but tha^ 
hia mother had conoeiv«d him by the powep 
<ff fome heavenly influence ^ as if the rapl* 
dity of his conqaeft&was not of itfelf a prpr 
digy fufEciently great. If fuch men muA bav^ 
a fupermatural .b^ng given to them: for a pa« 
rent, we muil fuppofe it to be feme evil demons 
The children of thk great conqueror ilill 
added to the dominions their fathee had leii 
0iena.;, Q&?ij ^nd foon after hh fon Coblair 
£an^ completed the conqueft of C^ina : thi^- 
is the i^blai whom Mark PaoLo faw in tjic ye^r 
1260, when, together with his father and unclei. 
he penetrated into thofe countries, which. were 
not even known by name at that tim^, w4f 
which he called Catat. Europe, where Mark 
faoio mpdered hunfelf fo famout fer having:^ 
H 5 ' aa- 
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travelled ikito tte dtntiinions conquered bf Gen*-^ 
^-Can, was for a long time ignorant both of: 
lAefe dominions and their conquerors. * 

Pope Innocent IV. indeed, in 1246, fent 
fome Francifcan friars into Tartary ; bnt,tbcfe 
monks, who alTumed the title of ambaflkdors> 
faw very little, werie treated with great con* 
tempt, and did no kind of fervice. 

So little was known of what pafied in that 
confiderable part of the worlds that an impo- 
>ftoV, named David, made St. Lewis believe^ 
when he was in Syria, that he was fent to him 
from the Great Can of. Tartary, who was 
turned Cbriftlan ; upon which St. Lewis fent 
. the monk- Rubru^is thither, in 1258, to en- 
i^utre into this afiair* By the relation of Rui- 
bruguis it appears, that he was introduced t<» 
the grandfon of Gengis*Can, who then reigned 
in China : but what lights could be procured 
from a monk, who was only a traveller among 
people whoTe language he was ignorant of, and 
'who had not an opportunity of rightly diftin- 

tuifhing what he did fee ? Accordingly, all that 
e brought back with him from this voyage 
was, a great number of hik notions^ and fom$ 
few truths of very little coniequencc 

Thus then, at the fame time that the princes 
^nd barons of Chnftendom were batUng the 
kingdoms of Naples, Greece, Svria, and Egypti 
in blood, Afia was ravaged by the Tartarsw 
Almoft all our hemifpere fufiered at the fame 
time. 

Gengis made ufe of the right which the 
eaftern monarchs have always been in poflef* 
fion of, anfi which refembles that which th« 
father of a fmdlj had by the Roman Iaw> viz« 

that 
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j&at of chtifitig their own heirs, and dividing their ' 
pofleffions aindng their children, withoiit any 
jnegard to the •claim of elderftiip: he declared 
hi« third fon^.O^ai, Great Can of Tartary, 
and his pofte»ty reigned in the north of China' 
till about the ttiiddlc of the 14th century. Thfe 
force of arms introduced the Tartars into this 
kingdom, and religious difputes drove theni out 
again : the priefts of the Lama were for extermi- 
tiatingthe Bonzes ; thefe latter found means to' 
make the people revolt. The princes of the 
blood-royal of China took advantage of this cc* 
cleliaftical difcbrd, and in the end drove out 
their conquerors, enervated by eafe and plenty^ 

Another fon of Gengis-Can, named Touch i, 
had f©r his fharc the provinces of Turquefiarl 
and.fiadria, the kingdom of Aftracan, and the 
country of the Ufbec Tartars. The -fon of 
this Touchi travelled as far as Poland, into 
Dalmatian Hungary, and to the very gates of 
Conftantinople : this prince was (Called Batou^ 
Can J the princes* of Crim-Tartarv defcend 
from' him in a male-line, and the Ufbec-Cans, 
who at this day inhabit the true Tartary, to 
the northward and eaftward of theCafpian-Seai^ 
derive their origin likewife from the fame 
iburce ; they are maifters of the northern Bac- 
tria^ but they only lead a wandering life in that 
fine country, and lay wafte all the parts thejp 
inhahtt. 

Tuti, 0T Tuli, another fon of Gengis, had 
the kingdom of Perila, while his father was yet 
living. The fon of this Tuti, named Houla« 
cou> paffed the Euphrates, which Gengis*Can 
had never done; he totally deftroyed the em- 
pire of th^ caliphs in Bagdat^ and made him- 
. ^ H 6 fclf 
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fijf mailer of a pait of Afi$^ Minoc, or Nii£ttl«r 
while the native mafters of thiit delightful p^ 
pf the Conftantinopolitan empire, weie drivett* 
fiom their capital by the Chriftiafi cru&ders»* 

'A third fon, named Zagatai, had die pco» 
vlnces on the other fide of the Oxtis, Can*' 
dahor, the northern India, Cadiemir^.and Thi^ 
bet: and the faveral defcendapts.of thefe four 
inonarchs preferred themfelves for (bme thw 
^y the force of arms in the poflfeffion of tbeir 
xnonarchiesy which had been founded on ra*^ 
pine^ 

If Charlemagne was blameable for diiriduig 
his dominions, Gengis-Gianwas douhtlels com* 
mendable for what he did. The dominions of 
Charlemagne lay contiguous to each, other, had- 
nearly the fame laws, were under the iasnere"* 
ligion, and might be governed by one man* 
TTiofe of Gengb, infinite^ more extenfive, fe- 
parated by vaft deferts, and divided intx> <U&« 
rent religious feds» could not continue feraaf 
length of time* in obedience to one ruler. , ^ 

Hi the'mean time, the vaft power of the Tar- 
tar Moguls^ which was firff founded in the year 
1220, began to grow weak in all its parts; tUV 
.Tamerlane, in little more than a centuuy after* 
wards, eftaUi&ed an univerfal monarchy ia> 
Afia, which ag^n underwent a diviiion. 
9 Let us now. t^n our eyes towar4s the Weftv^ 
ahd fee what pa^d iu Euirope in the tbirteenthA 
oentury^ 
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as Qbk%mm% of All jao:, Ung ;rf ^he tirb* 
Siciti^s J anil of tbe SicroANV^jpers. - 

^n^HILE the grand revdhitian i>rpug{|^ 

courfe, and the fons and grand-fons of Qen^is** 
Can were dividmg the greateft pitrt of the- 
world aoiongft th^m ; v^hilethe cruflid^ ftm 
continued to be carried os, and ^. Jjcyns wd$ 
liiihapf{^ii)r making preparations ior hk isift fatal 
Dties the Ilitiftrio'us and imperial houfe- of Siia* 
Ua W2^ txtcrminated in a manner nn^ieard of 
till then: the ronains of ks blood was flied 
iipon a fcaHbld. 

The empeixrf'pTPederick IL yna at once the 
emperor of the popes, tlwir vaffirl, ajiflthcfr 
cnemjr \ and did them homage for ihekitigdopi 
•f Naj^s and "Sicily. His fcn, the cm- _^ 
peror Conrad IV, took pofi^ffion of Afe ^*5+: 
kingdom. I find it confidently -aflertcd^ moft 
authors, Aat this Conrad was poifoned hf Wi 
brother Manfreddo, cm* Mainfroi, ^I^derick't 
natural fon 5 but I do not fee that any cjftfe t|f 
them have brought the kaft proof tjf Ais af- 
fertion. MaAfred feized upon thJs kiirgdpn^. 
which of right belonged io hi9 -nephew Con-i 
fi^din, fon to the empcrpr Conrad, and gcand-i 
fon to Frederick I. Thepope, as lord paramqui^t^ 
feemed to hav^ a right to punifti Manfred ; but 
what right tould he have to ftrip an hclplefi 
oi*phan of the dominions to which he was the 
Me and lawful heir? But the profpcft of ad- 
vantage made every thing appear lawful. The 

popea 
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|)ope8 both hated and feared this family, and y 
only waited to find a princct who» in receiving 
die inveftiture of thefe kingdoms, might be 
aUe to conquer them. Charles, comit of Aa« 
jou, brother of St. Lewis, offered himfelf't6 
the pope for this purpo(e, and the holy father 
£x)n. concluded the matter with him, notwitb'-^ 
ftanding he hs^l before promifed the inveftiture. 
to others. ' ^ 

This count of Anjou was already in pbf* 
feffion of Provence in right of marriage; and. 
ivhat full confiderably added to his power, was 
his having fubdued the city of Marfeilles : he 
moreover enjoyed a dignity, which a man of 
abilities might have turned greatly to his ad- 
vantage, which was, his being the only fenator 

r of Rome. Pope Urban IV. who ftooj 
. ^ in fear of this prince, even when he called 
him in to his affii!bnce, gave him the invefti^ 
ture only on condition that he fhould renounce 
all claim to that dignity at the end of three 
years, and pay an annual tribute of three thou* 
(and ounces of gold to the apoftolic cjhair, fo( 
the feudal dependance of the kingdom of Na« 
pies ; and if he fhould ever fuffer the payment 
to run behind-hand more than two months, 
that he was to be excommunicated. Charles 
made not the leaft heiltation to fubfcribe to 
thefe terms, or indeed any others which they 
brought him. The pope permitted him to levy 
i'>66 ^^ tenth, penny upon all the church-re- 
venues in France. He fct out with ftorc 
of money and troops, caufed himfelf to be 
crowned at Rome, and gave Manfred battle on 
the plains of Beneventum, where fortunately for 
him that prince fell in the combat* The vi&o; 

made 
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nitide the ibdft rigid tife of his conqueit, ani 
appeared, to be as fevere and cniel as his bro- 
t)ier St.Xewis was humane. 

In the mean time ypune Conradin, the true 
heir to the kingdom ot Najues, was in Germany^ 
while, during^ this interregnum his country was 
laid wafte; and while the^ were ilripping him of 
the kingdom of Naples, his adherents encouraged 
him to come and defend his inheritance. He 
was at that time only fifteen years old ; but his 
courage far fiirpafled his age. He put himfeff 
at the head of an army, together with hjs kinf^ 
man the duke of Aufhria, and came to iiipport 
his rights. The people of Rome were for him, 
and the excommunicated Conradin was received 
in that city amidfl the general acclamations of 
the inhabitants, at the very time that the ^o 
pope did not dare to approach his own 
capital. 

. It maybe afierted with truth, that of all 
the wars of this country, that carried oh by 
Conradin was the mofl jufl j but it was like- 
wife the moft unfortunate ; for the pope fet up 
a crufade againfl him as well as againft the 
Turk; and he, together with his relation 
Frederick, duke of Auflria, was defeated and 
taken prifoner in Apulia. Charles of Anjou, 
who ought to have done juftice to dieirvaloiir^ 
caufed them to be condemned by the civil ma- 
giilrates. Their fentence was, that they had 
merited death, for having taken up arms againft 
the church ; and thefe two princes were pubf> 
licly executed at Naples by the common hang- 
man. Pope Clement IV. to whom they feemed 
to have fallen a facrifice, did not dare to ap- 
prove of this ^iece of barbarity, which was the 
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frnve^mofmUe^usM ma omGAuL mid^ At 
4Miaa of juBaac. 1 nrniot lufieteodjt ^expn^ 
my furprile, that Sk*. hewis:mt}i&: drtpsoacMii 
Jm hflfitlvsr sBidiibi^-bafe aAion, &aae he of all 
,JBE|«| wtuDm ^Ac Egj^itians iuA iSjgesei nnUt 

jiir^ «iithar io ^harr condefnned Jdk» .'Cisiisky fif 
{CfaiKlos (»f Ai^ttib Th^ Qao^eKov uiftcaldiDf 
Jl^monf iag idae IMcapabtana, .inritntpd tbctn bf 
4W^in\ifA oppoe^Gtts; fo that InfinMf zndim 
ifv^ittiile aatioA weiv hdd in Ae utmoftiiomir 
fcflr them- 

jt k tte 9tiiiQraiopi,aton» that a fijcilkn ganv 
tkoiaa^ Jvvned John de Psoqida, . difgui^ iili 
|b^ baUt of a FraDcHbam i&iar, platttd daat ;&i» 
f9QMf <:Qnfpisaey,.by which all the :F<%iich nseirc 
to be ouurdeied at the faaic hoar on £aAer 
Sunday;^ xmjrifigiog the hdl for .vefjpeiss. It t^ 
certain that this John de Procida had pnsparei} 
1^ niind^ praU the Sicilians for a xi^ok; ithat 
^ \KQnt from>CbAlta^tiiiople to Aitagos; and 
tliat tteiting ctf that country, Bctcr,.'f<m-infJa3jr 
|o |4iaiLfs^9 -had joined with tiic Gre«k £m^ 
fterofagatnft Charles of Anjoii: hut it is hardljr 
prob^ie that they had compl/stely fornted the 
jJjQ^Qfthe 'Bicilian vdpers. If* any fuch plot 
pad b^eo fonnsd, it ought to have been put ia 
^acutioit chiefly in the kingdciiit of Naples/; 
and yet we do not lyear of any one being snur-^ 
dered there. Malefpina relates, that a French^ 

A iDan> named Droguet, was dcdntnitting a 
rape upon a woman in Paiernp on Eafkr-*- 
day,at|:hevery.tinie the people were gomg'ftovef* 
per$ : thrcries of the woman drew the popul ace to 
her aftftante). who killedthe Frenclmiam Thia 
Sx& ii»iwUis pf private xe^esige . aziunated ihe 

general 
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fiUKnil hatred : tJie Sicilians, eacourf g04 by 
John ofFrocida>aad iiimulated by their qwi^ 
&iiy, cried out with one. vpice, that {bsy woul4 
idiroy )h^ enemies of their GQuntty ; ^nil ^fi- 
cordiAgly every t'rencl^nan that was fouAd if^ 
Palermo was put to death. The i^ucMC f\ir]r 
(pread itfelf throiigh the wJb^l<: ifla.nd, «nd firor 
duced a geiifsral maflacre. It is {and that they 
lipped up w<Hfiqn with phild, aad fpok tbf 
half-^or«ied iafaqts ovit of their M(e$mhs ^ 
find that even the pri^ themfieli^es iaai)acrt# 
9dl their French penitents. It is n^arepver s^ 
fimed^ that qnly oi>e gj^ndcva» of Provchce^ 
HJMned des PorceUetSs eto»ped the gcMral fla^gbr 
tfr : neyertheUfs,, it i$ certain that the g^vernpr 
9f I^fifliAaf with his whok g^^tiim, retirfad 
mit of the jk(hH^ iitUo the ki^igdoiiiiof N^pkf- ' 

The hU^ ^f Coai^dja wa^ thu^ reyeim^^ 
}Mt aol |ip«!ja th^ by ff^mm H M ^^i^f^ ^«A 
7b^ SdpiUan vefpeips proved the fourceofnew 
miieries tp this people, whofe happy cliinatr 
iiNKfned 9n\y to have rendered them more wicked: 
Md APre miferabk.. ^ 

It i3 APW time to ^ what new difafters ipeir 
piodiicod in this &ine century hy the idoife «C 
^4d^«> Md e/ religion w genend. 

e H A p. L. 

Of ii» Qun^ta^ agaoift ihe JkkM^^nM^ 

'T^HE flMtrthe(Madsiputesbetween.<he.fini^ 
. X pt«e ^.ijie pootiftsite, the siches. irfithc 
mao^Amm^ fsAtii afanfejadu'cji: ^iunahec.itf' 
*. ,. biihopa 
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t6a , Of the C R, u 8 A D t 

biihops had made of their temporal power, pro* 
mifed fooner or later to irritate the minds of 
the people, and infpire them with a fecret de-* 
fire of independence. Arnold of Brefcia had 
ventured, even in Rome, to ftir up the people 
to ihake off the yoke. They began to rcafon 
a gocKl deal concerning religion in the twelfth 
century. Certain men rofe up, who would ac- 
knowledge no law but that of the gofpel, and 
preached up tenets nearly the fame with thofe 
at prefent profefied by the proteftants* Thcfc 
people were called Vaudois, becaufe there were 
a great number of them in the valleys of Pied- 
mont s Albigenfes, from the cit^ of Albi ; and 
Bonshornmes^ (or good people) from the regu- 
larity of life on which they piqued themfelves ; 
laflly» they were called Manichaeans, as general 

2)pellation8 at that time given to the heretics, 
very one was furprifed, towards the latter emt 
of the twelfth century, to find the province ol" > 
J^ahguedoc filled widi thefe fedaries. 

In the year ii^8, pope Innocent III. Ae^ - 
puted two Ciftercian monks to try thefe he>^ 
retics. << We command, faid he, the prin- 
ces, >counts, and all the lords of your pro- 
vince^ to aflift them with all their power s^ainft 
thefe heretics, by the authority which they 
have received for the puniflunent of evil doe» : 
fo that when brother Rainier' ihall have pro- 
nounced fentejice of exconununication againft 
them, the lords do forthwith confifiate alltheir 
goods,' banifli them froni their eftates, and pu- 
jufii them with the utmoft rigour, if th^ dare « 
to refift. Now we have given power to brother 
Rainier to oblige the loitb to comply with titeib 
our oidcrS} by exconiaiuniGUioD» wA by in<« 

terdifk 
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againft the ALBiGBKsts. i6^ 

ferdiA uiK>n their efbtes, &c/' This was the 
firft origin of the inquifition* 

An abi30t of Citeaux was afterwards nomi- 
nated, in conjunction with feveral other monkil, 
to go to Touloufe, and execute what ought to 
have been done by the bi&op of the place. 
This procedure provoked the count de Foix, 
and all the other princes ;of the countnr, wto 
had been already brought over by the reformers, 
and were greatly irritated s^ainft the court of 
Ro(tie. 

This fed was in great part compofed of 
burghers, reduced to indigence by the long fla« 
very from which they had been fearce freed, and 
iikewife by the crufades. The abbot of Citeaux 
made his appearance amongft them with the 
equips^ of a prince ; but he in vain afliimeil 
thecImaSer of an apoftle; for the people 
cried out to him, ^^ Eidier quity our pomp, or 
your fermon." A Spaniard, bifnop of Ofina,. a 

: very worthy man^.who was then at Toulou^^ 
advifed the inquifitors to lay afide their fump- 
CuQus equipages, Ito walk on foot, to lead a life 

':iof afaffinence, and imitate the behaviour Of 
thi$ AlUgenfes, the (ureft means of convertinjg 
them* - St. Dofhinic, Who bad acccmpanira 
this bifiibp, joihed widil him in ietting an ex* 
^mple of this i^ioAolic life, and feemed at that 
time to wifti that no other arms might be em- 
ployed agaijA jetton: But P^er de Caftelneat^ 
one of the £Bquifitckrs» was/apcufed of haviifg 

. made* ui^ of art^s which iixitfed his cfaarader, by 
private^ .exdtti^: feveifad.of the neigh- » 
bourtng lords s^^nftdie count of Ton- ' 

loofe, and fomenting a civil wmti This in* 

qui&or 
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ifnUlMr^at murdeced ; and dw fii^iiMi feff 
vpon the count of Toulo^. 

JR<q)€ iiiflttotit ILL did not hefitate to r^afe 
Jh^ inliyaSis of tbexaust of Toulouib (com th«ir 
^oatb of allegiance. ^Sticfa .was tbe tveatmeitt 
^vcB lo the dcfcendastta of that Raynwnd of 
^oulQufe, 'who mas the £rit ia Irving the 
^hriftitA cavfe in the cruMes* 

The conat,. wdi apprHed of die iatal con-^ 
.frqfiicnoes of a faulIuoderoertamxii^umftAiices, 
feadily fubmitted to the fatisfa£tion rccjuMd 
1200 ^ *^™* ^ °^ ^ p<H**'s legates^ 

jiffW^ to him at Vjdence, and there deiiver xip 
jftwen focta lehtch he Jield in. ProvefM^^.- ten 
^unlift ui a cmfaite againft liie ^JUgenfes,. faia 
>#Kim &bM£b) aad to make tfaf wlflMid^ .ibf»^ 
;4-#M;i: To cvev3r mia of 4vlttch.iaitidta ^ . 
^COwH .fif}md dbbttence.. 

There nev a f y pa rcd y on die one iefe, 'dlP 

iM^ofBinrgiBidy:, tfaeocount^N^timt) Stflcmt 

.«mi«t of MMt&rf » i«kh die hiAiopB x)lf Sena, 

Aliftuai* and Utaeui, at the h^ qfijUM <acC- 

ipejhma tcoopa^ andrtlw iuiformi«(ratant <ar 

TmkttiQ, an the wdftitf ihtm as >|kttr. h^- 

)>l8Cfi : oa .^ir dthac Ad^tacihriif .{pbopltfiaiii- 

onalad hyr :dDe Sfiriim^Vamtim£sk aqd' Sleiigsaiis 

r.Mfiyiaiiau TJha pij^ of Anprca ^ttem^wg 

-to^dd jQttt agaihft thacmfeateaiy tbe^ialitkifi»tf > 

^iriui» Apon^hcii^tiken, ind^hHl 5|bFJfKfiige 

c«).the chuMic^iMaf a}l7«|iM|>«l^ftr6iil^«lld 

4li^iOitf rrahacMito: tfrfv/. ..IPheoiiAialniania 

of Car<ari(iMr,Miii^U «tlttl|rir'i&fa» v|ai^m|l 

^die-mefiqp oT iahfr'4iai£dbra t ' 49011 m\kl^ ) clv#f 

4Aul!aiicu: Uaat. i^aioid^ piimtm^ pmautfirf^ 

r 4"*^ 
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<^t' ttie city Mlf BzM^ vAk^ iSeir ^sohofampm' 
took pdffafioA of aM their joods an4 eftttes* : 
The iMMBe of Maooksbev, ani Defender of 
^ cluiflGh, .WJ» givcn^to cooht Simon of Moai^ 
(oHi^.f^ tMit kkkkV mutter of a gratt jmrr 
o£ the cmmttyi feisEsiig iato his hands tlie arfHat) 
of att the Aif^eAcil? lArit^i la^yisg fi&ge to- thoAfi^ 
ii|4k> refufed to fuviisndtr^. and; ]»ermiiting all' 
•fjie hirotkxi whofdaredtaftahd iipriit> their own 
dofoncei EodefiaAicd fiiftbriails thbmfelves 
tell us, that upon Simon of Mom&Mt'^ gi^irtg' 
Mdtts tb-feti^^o a pilo* of fa^ots^ imandfed 
for fhe eiicontidir oftlide bahappy wti^cche^^ 
4» hfiMMbtd ahd: fortf of them ^hantiifg a> 

the midft of the flamefr. By tina impeopling»' 
iumgiiedok:, tbef ruined t\^ cDOnt of Touloufe, 
who defended bimielf onfy bjr mgociatioil9#'' 
Ifa^xclpairodtaSt.Oiles to meet the le^ 
paters aad afattots^ wh6 w«tB the Imitn of ' ^ '^ 
tbia cl?itfati4 >»:beio hb pldaded hit caufe M^^feh^ 
tdbr boftnoe tfaera ; bat tvai told that thofe t^sr^* 
came only fibnk Ibiy and refetrtment; and tho^ 
legate ^Ve him hm choice,' either t&vield^to 
Stmon of Montfort all the lands which thit^ 
cotitit had ofiirilod^ or to be extomniujiicated*. 
On this odcafion, ikoi^etefy. the count of Tou-» 
loufc had at kaft thb courage topreftr ejttoiii'' 
iliitfticatioii; Aftertbe fentenccwUKpronouiked, • 
he fled'for rcJFogc to thb«ouirof his- bttkher-^ 
4i^itir, Peter, king, of Arragoti, who under* 
f6ok to defend himy having aimoi^ ^ ra^h^ 
neaibnasihe count to beidk&titfi^dwith thb^ 
ohtefof the cridadtrs. 

In. the mean time the 'eagemeft of g;B{Hifig * 
ifidtdgcnceaand jrkhesyulciMlbd the liumber 

•^ of 
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of cnifiidcrs. The bifhbps of Paris, Lifieux, 
and Bayeux, repaired to die fiege of Lavaur. 
At this fiege there were made prifoners eig^tj 
knights, with the lord of the town, who were 
sdl fentenced to be hanged ; but the dbbet being 
broken down, they were delivered up to the 
^Tuiaders, who mailacred them all incold blood. 
They threw the fifter of the Ic^rd of Lavaur 
into a well, round which they burnt 
three bundled of the inhabitants, who 
refufed to renounce their opinions. 

Prince Lewis, who was afterwards king 
Lewis VIII. did indeed join thefe crufaders, in 
order to ihare in the Q)oiIs ; but Simon ci 
Montfbrt ibon got rid of a companion who 
would have been his matter. 

It was the intereft of the popes to befiow 

the conquered lands on Montfort; and the 

fcfaeme was fo well laid, that the kin^ of Ar- 

ragon could never, with all his mediation, pro-* ' 

i^re the leaft ikvour for the count of Toulouie. 

He therefore feems to have taken up arms only 

when every other method failed him; 

. The battle which he fought againft the cm- 

laders near to.Touloufe, and in which he was 

killed, pafTed for one of the moft ex- 

. 3 traordinary that had ever happened. 

It is related by a multitude of writer^, . that 

Simon of Montfort, with only eight hundred 

horfe and one tbouiand foot, attacked the army 

of the king of Arragoii and the count of Tou* 

loufe, while they were carrying on the fi^e rf 

Muret... They fey that the king of Arragon 

had with him a hundred thoufand %hting men ; 

and that there ntvcr was a more complete cfe* 

feat i ^as alio, that Sin^on of Montfort, the 

. / . biibop 
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bifliop of Touloufe, and the iHihop of ComingCy 

divided their army into three corps^ in honour 

of the holy Trinity. 
But Is it likelv, that To fmall an army at 

eighteen hundred men> going to attack an. 

enemy an hundred thoufand ftrong in the open 
field? ibould divide itfelf into three bodies I 
It was a miracle^ fome writers perhaps^ will 
fay ; but military gentlemen, who now-ardays 
read thefe ftrange ftories, will be very apt to 
treat them as nonfenfical and abfur^T. 

After this victory, the pope held a general 
council at Rome, whither the count of Tou- 
loufe came to afk forgivenefs. I cannot dif- 
cover what foundation he had to flatter him-- 
felf that they would reftore him his dominions*' 
He was very happy to efcape with his liberty ; 
and the councu was even fo generous as to 
allow him a penfipn out of his eftates of four 

* hundred marks of filver. 

When Innocent III. was dead, count -- .g 
Ra3rmond of Touloufe, did not meet 
mth milder treatoient: he was befieged in his 
capital by Simon of Montfort ; but here this 
conqueror* who Had acquired fuch glory by do- 
ing fo much mifchief, had an end put to his 
fupceiles, and to his life; beiiig cruihed to 
pieces by the fall of a great ftone from the 
walls, 

. He left a fon behind him oti whom the pope 
conferred all his father's rights ; but he could 
not give him the fame credit. The cruiade 
a^ainft Languedoc now began to abate of its 
vigour. The fon of old Raymond, who had 
fucceeded his fiither, was excommunicated as 
he had been : upon which Lewis VIII. king of 

France^ 
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Trante, obtained from yornig MohtfbH (td 
<tSion df all the countries whith he was Mi 
able to keep ; but death ,pVLt. a fltop to LeWisi 
Hi tht midft of his condueftis ; and this ftate 
^ jtntcomfecnthrelyuHAjrthfe dotttittidn of thi 
TBfiigs of Pfkrice tSH the rdgn of Philit)thc BoJd. 
The popes diVid^^d the fpijils, ^d the young' 
•ttrfntof Toul<5ufe wasoblij^ed In ill8"ta yield 
vftiem all the cbunty of Venaiifin, containihg five 
fy\sAi cities. This wts the place of his afy lum, 
-and a fief of the ertiph-e, as were ^1 the tetri- 
Tories fittiated on the other fide of the Rhohe, 
It h therefore to be wifti^d, thatthfe claim of the 
libly fefeon this little ftate had becA lefs odious, 
.and that it'hkd not been the price of blood,' 
The good Underfhndkig between the court of 
Frtirtce and j5ope Gregory IX. wrefted from the 
Ahillybf the counts of Totildufe thefe fmall 
mnainS af a patrimony which they had been 
in poffefEon of ever fince the time of Char- 
fenwgne. The miftinderftanding between tb« 
emperor Prfederifc II. .^d this'ftfrte pope re^ 
•ftored it to thenl agaitl. The emperor, as lord 
paramount, and inAilted in hitf'pi-erogative, did 
this aft of juftice. Philip the bold, king of 
JPrance, upon taking pofleffion afterwards of th^ 
large county of Touloufe, reftored the Venaiffiri 
t6 the p(k)es, which by the liberality of the 
kings of France they have ever fince continued 
in pofRffion of. The city and territory of ' 
Avignon were not included in this donation^ 
^)utpaffed to the An^^u branch of the hdufe of 
France, which then reigned in Naplieis, and re* 
mained with therti till the time that the unfor- 
tunate iqueen Joan of Wafsle yielded to thi 
j)opes &kt perji^tual iiihexitance* 

During 
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*rhc State of fiUROPE, &o* i6^ 

During the reign of St. Lewis, the pope 
fent two Dominions aad a Fi-andican friar^ 
with the title of inquifitors, into the-coantry of 
«the Albigenfes, which was at that time veiy 
quiet. The two Dominicans rendered them* 
felves fe odious there, that the inhabitants drove 
them out of the city. Rome itfelf was for a 
long time obliged to fufpend the inquifition i 
but at length it was eftabliflied. Neverthelefs^ 
thit feSt ftitl continued to fubfift, though weak^ 
few in fmmber, and induced to live in ob^ 
fc«rity. 

It was this fed that brought the Iceurge of 
the inquifition upon Eiirope. Pope In- 
nocent IV. eftablifted it all over Italy, '*5f 
Naples excepted, as a neW tribunal which was 
to fix the authorrty of the holy fee on a firm 
foundation. We fliall fee in the courfe of thif 
work what cruelties this tribunal exercifes both 
in France and Spain. 

CHAP. LI. 

the State of EU R O P E in the thirteenth 
Century, 

WE have feen how Europe was cxhauflrcd 
of its men and money by the crufades, 
without their havi ig in the leaft contributed 
to civilize it.' Germany was one entire anar- 
chy after the deatH of Frederic II. All the 
lords ftrove who fliould get moft of the public 
revenues annexed to the imperial ftate ; fo that 
when Robert -of Hapfburg was cleftcd em- 
Voulh-^ I pergr 
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peror in '^2731 they only granted himToMitfrd* 
with which he conquered Auftria from Otto«* 
talis, who had taken it from the houf^ of 
Bavaria. 

During the interregnum whi^h preceded the 
election of this Rodolph, Denmark^, Polandf 
l^nd Hungary, entirely freed ^emfelves fron^ 
the flight tribute they were wont ^o pay> the 
emperors. 

Much about this time, likewife, ieveral citief 
ercded a municipal fornf of government, which 
ftill continues. They united together fpr their 
mutual defence againft* the enaoachments of 
the great lords i and the banfe towns, Lubccy 
Cologne, Brunfwick, and Dant»ick, being' in 
procel's of time joined by eighty others, formed 
^ tomfnercial republic, which was diftributed 
into feveral different ftates. The Auftreques 
were now eftablifhed, which are courts of ar- 
bitration in compa<fts between the :JQrd6,/.^$ 
well as between the towns ; and hold the places 
of laws and courts of juftioe^ which were want^ 
ing in Germany. 

Italy was formed into a new plan of govern- 
ment before and under the reign of Rodolph* 
Several cities^ haying aflumed their freedom^ it 
was confirmed to them for a fum of money. 
At thi3 time it appeared as if Italy might be 
for ever feparatcd from the German dominion. 

The German lords, in order to render them- 
felves more powerful, were all of them defirous 
of having a weak emperor ; and the four princes 
and their archbifhops, who had by little and little 
arrogated to themfelvcs the right of eledion, had 
joined with feme other princes in chufmg Ro- 
4.)lph of Haplburg for emperor, ojily on ac- 
count 
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count of his not being poflefled of any coi»- 
^Ademble territories. This Rodolph was a 
Swife lord^ wha had rendered himfdf formic 
dable fay. being one of thofe chiefs called by the 
Italians Con&ttieri ^. He had been pbampion 
/or the abbot .of St^ G^l, in a difpute waged 
Jietween him and the biikop of Bafil, about 
ibme pipes of winfi« .He had. alfo relieved the 
>town of Strafburg : but his fortune jvas fo 
Jittk proportioned to:hss courage^ that he was 
.for ibme time ftewani of the hpuHiold to that 
very OttocariS) king of Bohemia, who, when 
he was afterwards prefied to do. him homage, 
as emperor, replied, ** That he owed him no- 
thing, for he bad'al ways payed him his wages.'* 
.The princes of Germany did not at that time 
forefise that this very Rodolph would be the 
founder of a houfe which continued for a long 
Jtime to.be the moft flourifliing ia Europe, and 
\whtch has more than once been on the point 
of acquiring as great a.power In the empire as 
;that. jof jCharkmagne* This .power took a 
confiderable time in forming ; and at the end 
lof the thirteenth and-'beginning of the foun- 
•teentfa century in particular, the empire had 
little or no influence over Europe. 

France would have been happy under a fo- 

•verelgn fuch as St. Lewis was, had it not been 

for that fatal fondnefs for crufadcs, which oc- 

cafionedali his misfortunes, and at length cofl: 

him his life on the fands of Afric* We 



• Condottieri, literally conduftors, though generally ap- 
plied to carriers, and. thofe who keep mules for hire. It was 
the name, formerly given to. foldiers of fortune, who raiitd 
and commanded, mercenary troops, 

I 2 may 
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may penceive, bv the great luimber of vtS^ 
fitted out for the/e fatal expeditions, diat France 
might have eaTily acquired a large maritime 
commerce. The ftatutes of St Lewis relating 
to trade i the new p<^ice eftahliihed by him in 
the city of Paris i ais pragmatic Sanction by 
which ne confirmed the difcipline of the Gallic 
church ; his four grand bailiwicks for the tryi- " 
ing of caufes- among his vaflals, and which 
eave rife to the parliament of Paris ', his regu- 
uitions and exa&iefs with regard to the coin> 
do all of diem plainly fliew, that France might 
at that time have been made a very flomriflung 
kingdom. 

As to England, if was as happy under Ed- 
ward L as the manners of the times would allow. 
The country of Wales was annexed to it i and 
it bad conquered Scothmd, who was obliged to 
receive a king from the hand of Edward. Indeed 
the Engliih were no longer in pofleffion of 
Normandy nor Am^.; Imt they ftill had the 
whole province ofGuienne. Edwvcd L had 
but a flight and fbort war with France ; but 
this is to be attributed to the almoft continual 
difEculties he was involved in at home, either 
at the time he was making the conqueft of 
Scotland, or when he afterwards loft it« 

iWe ihall prefently allot a more particular 
and extenfive article to Spain, which we have 
left for a long time a prey to the Saracens. It 
now remains to fay a word or two of Rome. 

The popedom was in the fame ftate In the 
thirteenth century in which it had been for fo- 
long time before. The popes, though not well 
fettled in Rome, and having but a tottering 
au^iority in Italy» being at i^ft but inafters of 

a few 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



in the thirtccntli C b n T r ir. 175 

& ftw places in St. Peter's patrimony and of 
XJmbria, ftiU continued to give away crowns^ 
9nd fit in judgment upon ktng^. 

In 1289> pope Nicholas folcmnly determined 
at Rome the difputes between the king of Por-* 
tugal and his clergy. We have feen that in 
12839 pope Martin IV. depofed the king of 
ArragoA) and gave his dominions to the king 
of France, who was not able to put the pope's 
Ibull in force. Boniface VIII. gave Sardinia 
and Corfica to another king of Arragon called 
James the Juft. 

: In the year 1360^ when ihe fucceffion to the 
crown of Scotland was in drfpute, pope Boni-' 
face Vni. wrote thus to king Edward : ** Yow 
^ght to kilow that it ia our place to give a 
king to Scotland^ which kas always in full right 
belonged and ftill does belong the church of 
Rome i but if you pretend to have any right 
^eretOy fend your lawyers to us, and we will 
do you juftice ^ for wt rcferve thk-a&nr wholl/ 
t0 ourfdves*'^ 

When about the end of the thirteenth ten* 
t^ty feme printes 6f Germany depofed Adolph 
Qf rfa&u, fucceflbr to the firft prince of the 
houfe of Auftria ; diey pretendeia a buU from 
|he pope for depbfing Nai&Uy^ by which they 
save the pope that power which of right be--^ 
Emged to thetlifdves* Thb fame &niface 
bearingpf the ele£Hon of Albert, wrote thus to 
llie eledbrs : ** We command you to proclainr 
publicly that Albert, who calls himfdif king of 
the Romans, muft come and appear before us,, 
to anfwer to the charge of high treafon, and of 
4iff:0nfmUnication incurred.'* 

1 J U 



Digitized by V»00QIC 



174 The State rfE WROPE, Ac. 

It 18 knowB, that Albert of AdEria, Jnftead of 
appearing to thefe fummonc, gave Naflau battle 
near Spires, where he defeated and killed him ;: 
and that Bbnifece, after having loaded him' with 
excommunications, lavifhed his benedidions a« 
profufcly on him in 1 303, when he flood iH 
heed of his aififtance againft Philip the Fair, 
Then we find him fupplyihg, by the pknitude 
of his power, all defefts or irregularities in Al- 
bert's ek<fiion •, and conferring on him by hif 
bull the kingdom of France, which of right be- 
longed to the emperors. Thus can irtter^ft 
change fides, and without ceremony inake ufe 
©f every thing holy or profane that will anfti^eP 
its ciid, . 

, But other crowned heads t2imely fubtflfti** 
to the papal ypke. Mary, queen Id Charle* 
itte Lame, king of I^aples, having iafd d%im 10 
■the kingdom of Hungary, carried hfif caufe be- 
fore the pope and* hi» cardinals j and the pope 
adjudged thekmgdom' to this princds by di^fautt. 
Nothing was wanting to this fent-enice but af 
good army. 

However, v^ fliaill fobh iee ^tM ftmte di§ 
not pay cpnte f6 much deference t6 B^ihci^^ 
On the wholet, it hh&cieriAy y^eHknoWnihtt' 
this pontifF inftitueeit the iubtlee> and ttelt fi6 
added a fecond crown to tm pontiiidd cap, W 
fignify the two powers with which he v^ fii-i- 
vefted. John XXII. aifterwards a^ed a Ibiitt: 
but John had not two mked^ IVdfds €«rrte«i 
before him, as Boniface had when he wdnt ta 
diilribute his indulgencies.-^ 

CHAPr 
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CHAP. LII. 

Of S P A I N in the twelfth and thirteenth 
Centuries. 

WHEN the Moors had been driven out 
of the k^hgdoms of Toledo and Valen- - 
da, by the cid^ at the end of the eleventh cen- 
tury} Spain was divided into fevefal goyern- 
fnentSi Th^ kingdchn of CaiHle contained the 
two Caftile$^ Leon^ Galiciay and Vakntia.' I'hd 
kingdom of Arragon was theii annexed to Na- 
varre. Andalufia, a part of MMrcia, and Gra* 
liada^ ftill belonged to the Moors. Barcelona 
was governed by counts, who did homage toi 
the kings of Afragon. One third of Portugal 
beloiiged to the Cnriftians^ but this was ont/ 
a county. The fdn of a dtike of Burgundy, 
iefcendaiit of Hugh Capet, Whom they called 
count Henry, had made himfelf mafter of it 
at the bteinning of the twelfth century. ^ 

A crufade would have been more efieftuat 
m driving the Moors out of Spain than out of 
S^ria ; but it is vefy probable that :the. Chri^ 
ftian princes of Spain were not very dc£rous- 
of this foreign aid, chufing rathflrrito'teap their 
country to pieces among themfehes, and dif-* 
l^ute it with the Moors, than fee it ifnvaded and 
ftript by crufaders. 

Alphonfo, firnanied the Battle-giver, king of 
Arragon and Naples, took Sarragofia 
from the Moors, which city afterwards ''^4 
' became the capital of the kingdom of Arragon, 
and never again returned under the dominion 
of the Moorsc 

I 4 Count 
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Cottiit Henry's Ton, wliom I Audi call AF« 
phonfo of Portugal, to^diftinguifh him from the 
many other kings of that name, took Liflx>nt 
' the beft port in Europe^ from the Mooff^ 

^^ together with all the reft of Portugal* 
the two Algaryes excepted. He gained feveral 
Rattles, aad at length caufed himfelf to be 
cmwned king of Portugal. Pope Alexander 
HI. did Aot&il on this occafion to pretend that 

i 1 60 ^^ ^"^^ ^ ^^ S^^^ ^^^ ^ crown^ and 
demanded a tribute ot two marks of gold 
from himj to ^iriiich the king fubmitted, kno^juig 
that in the difputes between fo many difierent 
Ibvereigns in Spain, the pope's fuffirage m^ht 
ibmetimes incline the ballance in £ivour of the 
party he efpouied. 

A yery few efforts would now have been fuf* 
ficient to havje driven the Moors endrdv out 
of this part of the continent : but as to this, it 
was neceilary that the Spanl(h Chriftians fhould 
be united among themfelves^ whereas they 
were abnoft perpetually at war with one an-^ 
other. At one time the kingdoms of Caftileand 
Arragon were in arms againft each other, and 
at another Navarre was engaged againft Arra* ^ 
gon, and fometimes thefe three provinces were 
^1 of them at war together 1 add to this, that ' 
each kkigdom was frequently difturbed by in-* 
trftine broils of its own. There were three 
kings of Arragon, who fucceflively annexed a 
great part of Navarre to their domhiions, while ' 
the Moors were in jpoffcffion of the reft. Al- 
pfaonfb the Battle-giver, who died in 1 134, was 
the laft of thefe three kings. We may judge 
of the temper of ithofe times, and the badnefa 
of the adminiftration^ by this king'a wiUj^ vrfia. 

left 
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left his kiiigdoms to the knights templars and 
'Mnijghts of Jerufalem. This was, iafadjbef 
queathing:a civil war as his laft legacy«. £or> 
^^unately, however, thefe kniehts. were not in ai 
icondition to enforce this wifl.- The ftates ofr 
Arragon,^ who AAV prefenred thek freedoov 
chofe for their, king don Ramirez,, brother tc^ 
thedecea&d monarch, thoug;h he had embraced 
a monaftic life for upwards of forty, years, and^ 
had lately been made a biihop. He was called 
^e Prieitrking ;. and pof^e Innocent^IIr^ granted i 
him a.difpenfation to marry». 

Inthefe commotions Navarre was rent: ' .^^^ 
fi-om Arragjpny and became a kingdom ^^ 
^cf, itfelf i, it afterwards fell by marriage t0i*the^ 
'counts x)f Champagne^, it next belonged' t»4 
Philip the Fair and the houfe.of Fraace^and at 
laft caoie to the families of EoSc.and Albert^., 
and. is. now fwaUowed^up.in the Spaniih mo-^ 
Aarchy. 

During^ thefe divifionsy. the ; Moors> • - -g^ 
ftrengthened themfehres, and retook ^— 
Yalentia*. The frequent Incurfioin they made 
gave rife to the order of Calatrava. The monks 
of Citteaiix finding themfelves.powerrulenou£l& 
to defray the expences^of . defending the city of 
Calatraya>. armed their:: coiwert brothers,, toger 
^ther withlfeverallfquires, and fought under the . 
badge of . the: (caguEary.\ Sooa. after this the 
order itfelf was injftituted,^ which is now nei-^ 
ther religious nor military ; , every, pcrfon. is a!*" 
lowed to* marry. once, and it conhfts ih;.nothing^ 
mare tbaa enjoying^ fe vecal . cocfidtrable com- - 
aanderies' ia Spain*.. 

The quarrels amoJig, thcChrifttans ftill'iub^ 
fiOfed>, of which. the Mdhomctans at diiFerenf: 
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times made their advantage. In the year fi^f^ 
z khig of Navarre, named don Sancho, bcmg 
perfecuted by'thofc of CaftHe and Arragon, 
was oblfged to go to Africa, and implore fuc- 
coars from the miramolin, or emperor of Mo^- 
Tocco ; but this ftep, which was fa likely t^ 
produce a revolution, had no fuch efk£t* 

Heretofore, when almoft all Spain was united 
under king Rodriguez, a prince of great courage, 
though fomewhat incontinent, it was fubdued 
in a lefs fpace than two years ; and now that ft 
was divided among fo many different powery^ 
jcal|>us of each other, neither the African em- 
peror, nor the Moorilh king of Andalufia, couli 
'make any conquefts in it. The reafon wasP, 
that the Spaniards were become better foldiers', 
the country almoft full of ftrong garrifons, and 
tafl parties united in a time of general danger; 
add to this, that the Moors Were as imprudent 
in their conduft as the Chriftians, 
w At length all the Chriftian natrons 

of Spain joined together, to make head 
againft the African forces which were prepar- 
ing to fall upon them. 

Miramolin Mahomet Ben Jofcph having 
crofled the fea with an army of near one hundred 
thoufand men, and being joined by the Moors 
of Andalufia, aflured himfelf of making a con- 
queft of Spain. The rumour of this great ar- 
nient roufed the attention of fome French 
knights; the kings of Caftile, Arragon, and 
.Navarre, united their powers to wfthftand the 
common danger ; the kingdom ot Portugal fur- 
Iii2 ^^^^^^ ^ '^^y of troops J and thefe tw6 

great armies met together in the defiles 
mt the Black Mountain, or Sierra Morena^ ari 

it 
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It IS called, on the borders of Andalufia, and 
th^c province of Toledo. The arcbbifhop of 
Toledo was by the fide of the king of Caftile, 
Alphonfo the Noble, and carried the crofs ai 
the head of the troops. Miramolin had in one 
hand a fabre, and in the other the alcoran. Thi 
Chriftians gained the viftoryj and this day, the 
l6th of July, ftill continues to be'celebratcd ever/ 

Scar in Toledo : but this viftory was more glo- 
ous than ufeful ; the Moors of Andaliifii 
were ilrengthened by the remains of the Afri- 
can army^ while that of the Chriftians was. pre* 
fently difperfed^. 

Almoft all the knights who had been prefend 
it this battle returned to their refpeftive homes 
after it Was over. ' In thofe days, though they 
knew how to fight, they were ignorant of thd 
itvf: of making war ; and tht Moors were ilill 
"Icfs' acquainted with it than the Chriftians. 
Neither Moors nor Chriftians kept a;i army 
tonftantly in the field. 

* Spain, taken up with her own misfortunes' 
fot the fpace of five hundred years, did not 
begin to take part in the troubles of the reft of 
Europe, till the time of the crufades againftthc 
Albrgcnfes. We have feert that Peter I. king 
of Arragon, was obliged to affift his vaflals of 
Languedoc and the country of Foix, who were 
opprefled on account of religion ; and that he 
died fighting againft Simon of Montfort, who* 
had carried away his fon, and conquered Lan« 
guedoc from him. His widow, Mary of Mont- 
pellier, who had retired to Rome, pleaded 
fccr fon's caufe before Innocent III. befecc^ing 
him ta u(« his authofl4ty t& get him fet at K^ 
berty. There hav« been feme ftiOrt periods of 
I % time 
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t^tnt in which the court of Rome gained gccat 
honour by her behaviour ; this was one of them* 
Innocent orxlered Simon of Montfort to re- 
(lore this child to the people of Arra-* 
. '^ gon* which order was immediately com- 
l^lied with. Had the pope's, always made tho 
iame ufe of their power>. they would have be- 
come the law-givers pf the worlds 

This young kin^» whofe name was James^ 
was the firft of the kings of Arragon towhon^ 
the ftates of that kingdom took the oath o£ 
/^ allegiance It was him who took the 
' ^ ifland of Majorca from the Mbors^ and 
drove them out of the. fine kingdom of Valen- 
tia, a*country favoured b/ nature, who has en^ 
^owed its inhabitants with a manly ftrength,^ 
and furnifhed them with every thing that can- 
ideljght the (enfes. I do not know how fa 
^many hiflorians can ailert that the city of Va«» 
kntia was not above a mOe in circumference^r 
and at the fame time that upwards of fifty thou^ 
iand Moors marched out of it. How could fo 
finall a town contain fo great a number o£ 
people ? • * _ 

. Thia feemed a period marked out £br thd 

flory of Spain and the expulfion of the Moors... 
erdinand III. king of Cailile and Leon, took^ 
^ the fiMnous city of Cordova, from, them^ 
, ™ which was. the refuience of theii* firft 
kings, and was a much finer city thanValen-r- 
iia. Here they had built their magnificeni 
mofquef, and a number, of noble palaces^ 

This Ferdinand alfib fubdued the Moors* of 
the province of Murcia j this country^ though 

i See Chaf < xxxivt VqJ^U 
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«E z finalT extent, is extremely fertile, aiid tli(i 
Moors ufed-to get a great quantity of filk here» 
which they manufa^red into curious ^nfFs. 
In ihort, after a (iege of fixteen months, ^ 
he made himfelf maflep of Seville, the ^^^^ 
vioft opulent dty the' Moors had in ihtU pofs» 
&ffion. Death at length put *an end to 
fcis fuccefles. If diviiie honours are due '^5^ 
to thofe who have been the deliverers of their 
eountry,- Spain with as much reafon reverences 
the name of Ferdinand as France invokes 
her St. Lewis. He ena£ted whoIefoQie and 
wife laws, as well as the king of Fraklce, and 
like him ereAed fevml new courts* of judical 
ture. It is likewife (aid, that he^infti^ ^ 

tuted the royai couogU of Caftile, wbich '^^^' 
has Tubfifted ever imce hisr time. 

He had for a-minifter one Xiaiencs, ' 

archbifliop of Toledo, a man who dki ^^ 
no fervice to his country, and^whomwe muft 
not confound with that Ximenesy who wasaf^ 
terwards regent- of Caftile^ 
^ The kingdamof-Csrflile and Ai-ragon were 
.at that time very pow^ul ; but we are Jiot to 
imagine, that their kings were abfolute:' there ' 
was no abfokite monarch then iit^Europey and 
the nobles of Spain kept their king in fti^i^er 
limits than in - any othortkiji^on» whatfoever. 
The people of Arragon remember to this day 
the formulary ufed at the inauguration.of their 
kings; The gran4 jufticiary of the kingdom 
addreiled him ia the name of the ftat^s in thefe 
words : Nos que valemos tanio como vos^ of hiStze*- 
mos nuejlro reyyfenor ; con talque gnardeU nueftros 
pieros^ ^^^» ^^' " We^ who are equal .with 
"^ouxkltx ^Q conilitute you our king^ oa.oon*- 

ditioa 
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diuaa ^bat you mamuia the laws^; otheiv 
^c not." 

The grand jufticiarj did not confider this as 
an empty matter of form, but pretended t^ 
have a right to accufe the king before the ftates^ 
9Xid to fit as prefident at t^ trial. I do not 
however meet with any inftance of their having 
put this privilege in forcef. 
. Caftile poflefied as extoifive privileges, and 
the royal authority was as much limited there 
by the ftates, as in Am^n $ in ihort, we may 
caiily judge, that in countries where there 
were luch a number of lords, it /was as diffi^ 
^dt'for die kings to conquer their £ubfc&» as 
jto drive out. the Moors. 

A]phonio» furnamed the Aftronomer, or the 
Wife, fon to St. Ferdinand, experienced the 
truth of diis* It has been &id of him^ that 
while he was ftudying the- heavens, he loft the 
jB9i^ i this trivial thought would.have feme juf-- 
tice in it, bad Alphonfo negleded bufineis for 
ftudy, but that he never did ; the fame fund of 
undenftandiog which had made him agreatphi-* 
lofopber,. made him likewiie an excellent king. 
He is accuied by ieveral authors of adieifin, fofer 
leaving (aid on fome occafion, ^^ That if he had 
been of God's privy<-council, he would Jiave gken 
him.; fome good advice relating to the motion c^ 
the planets," But thefe authors do not confider 



• Fuer$s fignifi«s privileges, not lawft, and c^met from 
F0r^m, the place at Rome where thofe privileget were de- 
fended. 

f It is a little remarkable, that our author fhoold make 
fuch a reflexion in this place, and, in the very next page, 
tell us, that this very king wais deprived of his crown by aa 
eflcmb^^tilDftsteir 

that 
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(^t this piece of pleafantYy of this Wife kint 
fell upon the Ptdemaic fyfteni5 of whofe infu^ 
ficiency and contradiftions he could not but 
be fully fenfible. This prince rivalled the 
Arabians in the fciences ; and the univerfity of 
Balamaneii, whieh bad been creded by his fa*- 
ther, produced no one equal to him : his fables^ 
called after him the Alphonfine Fables, remain 
to this day monuments of glory to himi, and of 
Aame to thoie princes who make a merit of 
their ignorance ; but at the lame time it muft 
be owned that they were compiled by Arabians. 

The difficulties with whtcli his reign was 
difturbed were certaiilly not the dfeds of that 
love for the fciences which rendered Alphonib 
fb illuftrious, but the confequenees of his fa<- 
Iher's extravagant expences; for as St, Lewi* 
drained France by his crufades, (b did St. Fer^ 
dinand ruin Caftilc for a time, even by the^aei 
quifidons he made, as they generally ooft him 
tnore than they were worth. 
' After the death of St. Ferdinand, his (on hadi 
the kingdoms of Navarre and Arragon to en- 
counter, who were grown jealous of his power. 

Notwithftanding all thcfe difficulties, which 
this philofophic prince had to ftruggle witlH 
the princes^ of the empire caft their eyes on him 
as the moft proper perlbn for their emperor^ 
a|id a£tually made him an offer of the imperial 
diadem; and if Rodolph of Hapfburg was 
chofen in his room, I am of opinion that it 
may be wholly attributed to the great diftance 
which divided Caftile from Germany. Al- 
phonfo had at leaft given proofs that he merited 
the empire, by the manner in which he go- 
verncd the kingdom of Caftilc. His co11c»oa 
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#f Uvid, called isf^ f€riUti^\ 6iU continue Sp^ 
Azt countrjr to fo£m.che principd bads of tbeur 
lurifpcudence*, 

• In his old > age he.fawhts fon Saa^ 

^ cho IIL. rebel againft him i but certainly 
the fen's cnme is^ by, ao. ngsans. the. fa)her!s^ 
.fliame.. 

This Dbti Sancbo was the only f^n of a ie^ 
•ond nuptials, and pretended, during bis fs^ 
tbefsliferCime^obe declared heir to th^ crow% . 
in prqudke to the rights of the.grand^-childrea 
Jby the firft marriage i and a meeting of bi$ 
tiOioay under the titlaof theilates, went fo 
£ur as> to make him an offci; of the crown*. 
This audadous attempt is a freih .proof of what 
X have &> G^t^n isJd,. that there, was uo law im 
Europe at that time ^ and that almoft every thing 
w«& decided aocprdingto the occurrences, pf the 
times, , and . the caprices of mankind* 
1 Al^honfp the Wife was now reduced to the 
grievous neceffity ,of joining, with the. Moors, 
aglinil; his. foa^ and' rebellious Chriftian fub« 
je<Sbs». Thts^wasnot.the firft« alliance whid» 
Chriftians had entered into with . Mahometan^ 
againft other. Chriftians j, but it was cectainly. 
jtbemoftjuftv, 

< Alphonfa invited the miramolin^of Morocc9:« 
^ his affiftance,, who thereupon croflbd. the feai 
.and the Afi^iean and Caftiiiaix mpn^chs met ^ 
,2^ara ojo^thecenfiuesof Granada. The behaviour 
and fpeech of the micamQliaon this occafion der 
•ferves to.be perpetuated by hiilorj.to all pofte«- 
jAty. When they, mct^^ he gave. the -plicc of 
honiour to Alphonfo, with thefe .words :. ** I 

*' S« fftUelfbmbfiio&diiodcd intOi beads, aiid chap^ett^. 

ireai^- 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



twelfth and ^ktcentb Cet^tutia. il| 

trtatyeu thus becaulb yea are unfortiinate) and 
ent«r into alliance with you purelv to revenge 
the common caufe of all kings ana all fathers/' 
Alphonfo gave his fon battle, and overcame 
Jbim ; a further proof how well he de- g^ 
/crved to reign, but he died foon after ^ 
bis viftory. 

The king of Morocco was obliged (o return 
fo his dominions ; and Don Sancho, the unna-« 
tural fon of Alphonfo,- and the ufurper of the 
throne of his nephews, fucceeded to the crown^ 
and even reigned ha^y .and undrfturbed. 

TTie dominion of rortugal at that time con- 
tained the two Algarves, from which the Moora 
bad been at length driven out. Algarves^ iir 
die Arahiian language, iignifies the fniitfut' 
country ; andhere let us not forget to obferve»* 
diat Alphonfo the Wife had greatlv affifted the 
Portugueze in majcing thisconqueit; altwhichs 
in my ojMnion, proves beyond contradiction^ 
riiat Alphonfo had no reafon to repent of hav« 
ing cultivated the (ciences, as fome hiftorfant 
would feem to iniinuate, who, in order to ac« 
<|[uire the doubtful reputation of politicians^, 
affe<2 to difpu^ thofe arts which they ought to 
honour; befides,, ATphonfo was (6 far from ne« 
gle&ing temjporal matters^ that he obtaTned 
n'om pope Gregory X. the gift of certain tenths 
out of the revenues of tfie clergy of Leon, and 
Caftile^ which he tranfmitted to his fticceflbrs. * 
- ' His • family indeed was involved in fome 
frouUes, but it ftiU ftirengthened itiaf agaiiift 
the Moors j and hi* grandfon Ferdinand IV. 
tQpk Gibraltar from them, which was _ 
iv>t fo difficult a conqueft then as it 3^J 
it at prefenta 
. thia. 
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This Ferdinand IV, is by writers called the 
Summoned, becaufe, fay' they, having one dzf 
in a fit of anger ordered two noblemen to be 
thrown from the top of si rock; they, before 
they were pufhed oiF, fummoned him to appear 
in ue prefence of-God within a month from 
tjiat day, at the end of which time he died. It 
IS to be wilhed that this ftory was true, or z% 
leaft believed to be ib, by thole who thiiik they 
have a right to do everjr thing with impunity* 
This prince was father fc^ the famous Peter the 
Cruel, of whofe exceffive feverity we fhall have 
otcafion to take notice ; and who, though of 
the moil implacable di^ofitibn, Knd the moft 
CrUd m his 'pu6ifhmencs, died without being 
fummoned, like his father, to God'j tribunal. 
' Arragon, which, ^ we have already feen, 
fcad fortified itfelf, gained ah InCrcafe of power 
by the acquifitlon ©f Sicily. 

The popes pretended to apoWerof diipofing^ 
f>r the kingdom of Arragon, for two reafons ;, 
tlie firfl was, that they coniidered it as a fief of 
the church of Rome, and the fqcond, that 
Peter III. furnamed theGfeat, whowats^ccilfed 
6( the mai&cre of the Siciliail vefpers, had beea 
excommunicated, riot for having had a (hare in 
that mailacre, but for having taken Sicily^ 
which the pope wouM not beftow on him. Iiis 
kingdom of Arragon therefore was, by the 
pope's decree, transferred to Chafles of v^oi3, 
grandfon to St. Lewis ; but this bull could not 
Be carried into execution. The houfe of Ar- 
r'agon remained in a flouriihing flate; and foon 
gf&r.the popes, who had endeavoured to de- 
ftroy it, contributed to enrich it flill 
*^9t jnorc. Boniface VIIL in order to de- 
prive 
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prb^ the Gcnocfe and Piians of the poffeflioit 
of Sardinia and Corfica, which the/ were dif- 
puting with each other, beftowed thofe two 
iflands on James IV. king of Arragon, fur- 
named the juft. 

At that time the kingdoms of Caftile and 
f'rance were in fttiA union with each other, as 
being both enemies to the houfe of Arragon ; ib 
that the French and Caftiliarts were allies ia 
their kingdoms, in their nations, and in their 
private perfons. 

• What paffed at that time in France, during 
fhe reign of Philip the Fair, and in the begin- 
ning of the fourteenth century, next demand! 
but srttentioni 

CHAP. Lllif. 
Of Ptfitip the Fair, and of Pope BoNZ*« 

[ FACE vnr. 

THE refgrt of Pfdfip the Pan-, wfro came 
tor the throne In, 1285, proved a femark- 
slWe ara in France, by Ae admiffion of the 
third Itate into the general afTembHes of riitf 
iiation, by the inftitution of the fapreme tribu- 
iTals, called parliaments, by the firft eredion ot 
a new peerage jn fevouf of the duke of Brit- 
tany, by the aboRtion of dflels in civil matters^ 
?md.by the law of appanages, by which the fuc- 
ceffion was limited wholly to the heirs-male* 
We fhal! at prefent confine ourfelves to two 
ether obje£ts> namely, the quarrels of Philip 

the 
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t%^ ^f Phiup thf Eaiit, 

^he Fmr with pope Bonifi<:e V£ll« and the esc^ 
tinHloii of the order of knigbt$ templars. 

We have already feen, that Boniface Vllh 
of the family of the Cajetani, refembled Gre- 
gory VII. was more learned in the canon-l;^w, 
and not the leaft inferior in bis zeal for fubjed*^ 
ing all powers to the church, ajud the whole 
church to the holy fee.. Italy was. more than 
ever divided by fa<^ions of the Guelphs and Gi'^ 
t)ellines ; the latter were originally partta^ns of 
the emperors'; and the empire being at. that 
time litdc, better than an. empty name, the 6i*- 
bellines made ufe of that name to ftrengthea 
and aggrandize themfelves. Boniface baa for 
a long time, while a private man, been of th^ 
Gibelline party ; but we readily fuppofe that 
he turned Guelphean when he came to ^the 
fapal crown. It Is reported of him,, that as hn 
was offering the ajSies on an AQi-Wednefday to 
An archbifhdp of Genoa, that prelate threw 
fome of them at him, (as is the cuftom^M^^. 
infleaiT of faying ^^ Remember thou art a mim/* 
he faid, *^ Kemember thou art a Gibelline.*' 
The family of the Colonnae, who are die chief 

. Darons of Rome,^and poflefs'feveral jtu^d^l viUsis 
{n the centre of St.' Peter's patrimony, mre o£ 
fhe Gibelline fa^ion, and their intereft mth 
fhe popes was the fame as that of the Gcnnaa 
lords with the etpperor, and of the French no-* 
^ility with the king of Franpe. The lords 
oppofed th^iJr feudal power in almoft every 
Ain|; to. the foyereign power. 
' . The other, barons in the: netghbourbool of 

. Rome were in' the fame fituation, and thep 
united themfelves to the kings of Sicily and. the» 
Gibcttines ot the Italian cities. ' We muft not 
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%c fwtprizei therefore, if the popes at all times 
pertecuted tfaem, and were perfecuted by them ; 
alfnoft all thefe lords had at one and the fame 
diplomas as vicars ofthe holy fee, and vicars of 
Ac iempire, which muft neceffarily prove the . 
fotrrce of civil ware, a fource which not even 
Ae reiped due to religion could clofe up, and 
wbkh the infoiencc of flonifece VIII, only 
lisrved to increafe* 

Thefe excefles were not to be fuppreffed, but 
ly the ftlll more violent ones of Alexander VL 
^Jboye a centurv afterwards. The pontificate^ 
in di^ time of Boniface VIJL was no longer in 
pof&ffion 6f all thofc territories which were held 
by Innocent HI. and which reached from the 
port of Oftia to the Adriatic Sea. It pretended 
indeed to the fupreme dominion, and pofTeiTed 
4omt cities in its own right, but it was ftill in 
the rank of very middling powers. The great . 
xevenuc of the popes cohhfted in what was fiif- 
nilhed them by the whole body of the church, 
in the tenths urtiich they frequently colICiScd 
from the clergy, in difpenfations^ and in taxes. 

In fuch a fituation, it was certainly moft pru- 
dent for Boniface to keep fair with a power 
who was able to deprive him of a great part 
of thefe revenues, and ftrengtben the Gibef- 
line fadion againft him. Accordingly, at the 
beginning of his difputes with the king of 
France, he invited Charles of Valois, brother to 
Phifip, oVcr to Italy, who arrived there with 
fome few Korfcmen. The pope foon after- 
wards made him marry the grand- daughter of 
Baldwin II. emperor of Conftantinople, who 
had been difpoiTeflfed of his dominions, and then 
folemsly d^lared him emperor of the £aft ; fo 

that. 
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iihaty in the fpace o^ two years^ he had dUpot^ 
pf the empires of the Eaft and Weft, and of 
J^rance; for we have already obferved, (in tli^ 
ibrty-fecoiid chapter) that when this fame pc^ 
was reconciled to. Albert ofAuftria, in 1303, 
jxc made him a gift of the Jcingdom of France 
Of thefe three prefents one only however W8^ 
xeceivcd, which was the empire of. Qermao^- 
becaofe Albert was already in a^ual pofiejffiopi 
jo(nt. 

The pope, before bis reconciliation with the 
emperort had beftowed another tide on Charles 
of V alois, which was that of Vicar of the Emr 
jpire, in Italy, and particularly in Tufcany. He 
thought, that as he nominated the maimers, he 
mi^ht certainly appoint the vicars. Charles of 
^Vdois, in order to pleafe his benefa£lQr, com- 
;menced a violent periCecution againft the Gibel- 
lane faction in Florence ; and yet at the verj^ 
time that Charles was doing, him this, piece; '^ 
fervice, Boniface inrulted his brother, the king 
of France, and di^ove him to, the greateft exr 
tremities. Nothing more dearly proves tb^ 
^aiHon and animoiuy frequently g^t ^e better 
. even of felf-intercft. 

.. Bhilip the Fair, who wanted to fpeada gresu 
.deal of money, and had but very. little, pre«- 
.tended that the clergy, as being the richeA 
order in the ftate^ o^ght to contribute, to this 
wants of the kingdom, without the pejmiffioR 
of Rome. The pope, on the other hand, wanted 
to have the money which bad been raifed by a 
tenth penny for the affiftance of the Holy Land,* 
which was no longer in a condition to be re- 
lieved, and was under the dominion of a dtf- 
^icendant of Gengis-Cani this money -ki^g 

"^ Philip 
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Philip had made ufe of for carjying on the wat 
in Guienue in 1301 and 13029 againft Edward 
king of EnglancL This was the firfl occafloa 
of the quarrel between the pope and the king; 
and the infolence of a biinop of Pamiers put 
things into a ftilL greater ferment. This man 
had caballed againft the king in hb diocefe, 
which at that time was under the jurifdi£tion of 
the crown J and the pope prefently after np« 
minated him his legate to the French court* 
This fubje£l being thus invefted with a dignity 
which, according to the court of Rom^ made 
him equal with the king himfel^ comes to 
Paris, braves his fovereigny and direatens to 
lay his kingdom under an interdi<3. A layman, 
who had behaved in this manner, would have 
been punifhed with death ; but here the king 
was obliged to ufe the utmoft precaution even 
in fecuriiig tiie perfon of this infolent churcb^ 
man, and at laft was forced to deliver him into 
the hands of bis metropolitan, the archbiihop of 
Narbonne. 

. Immediately upon this out comes a bull froni 
the pope,* in which it is declared, " That th« 
vicar of Jefus Chrift is placed with full power over 
the kings and kingdoms of the earth." At the 
fame time all the biihops of France receive an 
jorder from his holinefs to repair to Rome. A 
nuncio, who was only archdeacon of Narbonne, 
comes and prefents this bull and thefe orders 
to the king, at the fame time declaring to him, 
that he muft acknowledge, as well as all other 
princes, that Jie holds his crown of the pope. 
This infolence was anfwered with ambderatiou 
which appeared little confiftent with J^ilip'3 
cbara^r : he contented himfelf with ordering 

' the 
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f9ie pope's bull to be thrown into the fire, ^d 
fcnt the nuncb back to his own country j at 
the fiime time prohibiting the biihops from ftir* 
rinj^ oat of the kingdom. Notwithftanding 
which, there were at leaft forty of them, with 
fcveral of the heads of religious orders, who 
went to Rome. 

The king was now obliged to call a general 
aiTembly or the ftates, only to decide this plain 
' queftion. Whether the bifhop of Rome 

^3 3 Yrzs king of France or not ? 

Cardinal le Moine, a Frenchman by birth, 
who had now no other country btrt Rome, 
tame to Paris to negodate matters, and, if he 
could not fucceed, to excommunicate the king- 
dom. This new legate had likewife orders to 
bring the king'^ cohfeflbr, a Dominican friar, 
with him to Rome, in order to give an account of 
his own condu£t,a8 wefl as of the king's. Evefy 
thing diat human art could invent to exalt the 
pope'^ aurtiority was exhaufted on this occa* 
iion ; (he biihops were all fubmiffive to him ]^ 
hew religious orders immediately depending on 
the holy fee every where carried his ftandbrd ; 
a king ^ho conra9ed his moft fecret thoughts, 
or at leaft was fuppofed to confefs them to one 
of thofe monks -, and then, to complete the 
whde, this monk fummoned by the pope, his 
ihafter, to come and give an account at Rome 
6f the confcience of his penitent. Notwith- 
ftanding which, Philip did not yield, but feize^ 
upon the temporalities of all the abfent prelates. 
The ftates ap|)eal to a future general council, 
and a future pope: an expedient which be- 
trayed a confcious weaknefs ; for to appeal to 
the pope was acknoM^dging his authority, and 
^ ' what 
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:"What occafion have mankind for cither oouncil 

-or pope to know that all governments are in* 

dependent, and that we owe obedience only to 

• the laws of our country ? 

' The pope then deprived all the ecclefiaftical 
bodies oif France of the right of clcdHon,* and 

• the untverfities of their right of conferring de- 
•greesi and even of teaching, as if he was re- 

• voking a gift- of his own granting. Thefe were 
ilill but feeble arms; and he in vain endea- 
voured to ftrengthen them by the forces of the 

• German empire, Albert of Auftria not being 
fufficiently ftrong to afford him any affiftance. 

The French king was now at full liberty to 
treat the pope as a prince with whom he was at 
•open war. Accordingly he joined with the family 
►of Colonna ; and William de Nogaret goes into 
:Italy under plaufible pretences, where he private- 

g* raifes a few horfe, with.which he joins Sciarra 
olonna. They furprifed the pope at Agnani, a 
town in his own demefnes, and the place of hit 
birth, crying out, " Let the pope die, and 
•Jong live the French 1 " The pontiff however 
•did not lofe his courage ; h^drefled himfelf in 
his cope, put his tiara upon his head, and hold- 
ing the keys in one hand, and th^ crofs in the 
ether, he prefented himfelf with an air of ma- 
jcfty before Cplonna and Nogaret. It is very 
<ioubtfuI whether Cdlonna had not the brutality 
to ftrike him; however, the writers of that 
•time fay, that he cried out to him, " Tyrant, 
I'enounce the pontificate, which thou difho- 
iioureft, as thou haft obliged Celeftine to re- 
nounce it.'* Boniface replied, with an air of 
intrepidity, " I am poge, and I will die pope.'* 
The FrQndi then, plundered his pa}ace, and 
. Vol, IL K made 
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vmadertbemielves B»fler$ of his tfeaAo-^. But 

. after tbefe outrages, wbkh had inor« the ap- 

. pearance of a Fobbcry tban^h^ juft ret^epgeof 

a great king, the inhahilants-^of AgpuiH per- 

'cmiog the inconiid^hle iuimber- of the 

; French^ atid s^fhamed ta leave timt coutilrynian 

. and their pope in4;h&' h^AJs ^ fbCfign^r^, ibey 

. fell upon thcitv,>and dmve thf^ni-oue^ of diQ i^wii. 

.Boniface th^ returned toiRom?, ^nuedttftting 

• Tv^7 ^^«ve^^ge -, but died 9\mfik itnmeiutcly 

^3^3 ^pon his arrival. 

Philip th« Fair pujiUed his e<iciny ewn into 

'1th« grave, by^ft4i3ayoviJipg,*t£vget: hbtacmojy 

,coiKiemned in a c-ottiKJlj «»d^^tial])t engaged 

Cl^anent V* wh(?fwas bomhis ftibje£k,^aindiiriiD 

-th^afa^td hi$ ke at Avignoci, to declarr tbeipvo- 

cefs cennn^nced: s^ainft 'the' pQpe,' his prftdc- 

ceflbr, equitable aad in foriia. He ivas there 

.accufed of haviDg prevailed on pope Celef- 

tine V. ' his pred^oeflpr, to feftgrt the pdnti- 

iicatei of h^ingpnocured his own eJe&ioa by 

illegal methods ; and, in Ihort, of haviogput 

Cekftine to death in ptifon. This Jaft chai^ 

was incteed but tQO juftly founded ;-Ofle of hi« 

own domeftics, Aanaed Maffredo,* afid- thirteen 

ether witwffibs, depofed puWicly thai ihe had 

more ^han once infultpd thie rehgidn from 

whence he dfi^rived hi$ power, hy fiymg, *' How 

^ profitable ha$ this fabulous ftory <rf Jrfu« ChriA 

been to us !" and ponfetpiendy^ thKt be denied 

tlie myftcries of the Holy Tri»ttyv die IncToaan^ 

tion, and Traafubftantiation. Thefe depofi^ 

tions ar^ ftill to be feen in thr collection of ju«- 

T^dical unquefts. An accu&tion h. geneiaUy 

'flrengthened by the nmnber -of ^;^ritn^s, hut 

Ikere they fei:ved rather^ to wenfan ky for is lb 

-» . / at 
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•3^t all likclyi, that a fovercign pontifFfhould have 
:ttuide Atch a declaration before thirteen wtt- 
oiefTes as no one would chufe to do before a 
-Angle pcrfon* Clement V. was pnident enough 
..^0 ilifle by <iclays an enquiry which would have 
.yproved very difbonourable to the church. 

Some time afterwards, all Europe ^yid Afia 
• were aftoiiiihed by . an event which had alfo its 
-fiburce in the viodicftive fpidt of Philip the 
.Eflin 



C H A P, LIV. 

*Of the Pttmfhment of the Knights Tem- 
PLAASy and the Suppreffion of that Orden 

A MONG the many contradkSions whichr 

^ Xjl enter into the government of this world, 

[-it is certainly none of the leaft, that there (hould 

i)e fuch an inftitiition as that of aimed monks, 

. who. make a vow of living at tbe fame time as 

anchorets and foldiers. 

The knights templars were accufed of uniting 

^ thei^ order, every bad quality of the two 

j)rofefEons j namelyt tbedebaucheiy and cruelty 

. <of the foldiiOT, and that infatiable thrift of gain, 

which is imputed to thofe great orders, who 

, liave made a vow of poverty. 

Wbil^ they and .the Iwghts hofpitallcrs of 

. St. John were enjoying the fruits of their la- 

. boiKTS, .the Teutpnick order, which, as well as 

theirs, was iirft iollituted in the Holy Land, 

. jnade themfelve^ oiafters in the thipteenth cen- 

tury, of PrufBa^ Livonia^ QpuxUfid^ md, Sa- 

K 2 mogitia. 
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mogitia. TThe Teutonick knights were accaiW 
of reducing the clergy as well as the peafants ^ 
to a ftate of flavery ; of robbing th«m of their 
pofl'effions ; of ufurping the rights of the bifliops ; 
and of excrcifing every Ihocking aft of ra- 
pine .and plunder. But conquerors are gene- 
rally exempt from a rigid enquiry. 

The templars had made themfelves objeSs of 
envy, by living amongft their countrymen with 
all that pomp and fplendor which are the atten- 
dants of great wealth, and in thofe licentious 

.jjleafurcs in which foldiers generally indulge 
themfelves, when iinreftrained by the marriage 
curb. . 

^ The ieverity of the taxes, and the 

- 3 mal-adminiftratibn of Philip and his 
council, in regard to fhe coin, raifed afedition 
in Paris. The knights 'templars, who had the 
keeping of the king's treafury, were accufed of 
having been concerned in the mutiny 5 and we 
have already fecn, that Philip the Fair was im- 

. placable in his revenge. 

The firft who preferred accufations againft 
this order, were a burgher of Beziers, named 
Squin de Florian, and NofFo dc Florentin, an 
apoftate templar, both of them at that time un- 
der confinement for crimes they had committed* 
Thefe men demanded to be carried before the 
king:, to whom they had fome affairs of the ut- 
moft importance to difcover, and which thcj 
would reveal to no other perfon. Had thele 
meil^ not heard of the king's indignation againft 
the templars, they^cpuld hardly have expeded 
to gain a pardon by ^ilcufing them. They^ had 
a hearing ; and, in trtofequence of the depofi- 
tion they made before the king, he direfted all 

the 
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the bailiffs, and other officers of juftjce in the 
knigd^m, to call in aid and affiftanc.e ; and (ent 
them an order fealed, with prohibition^ upon 
pain of death, to open it before the 
13th of OSober. The day being come, 3 9 
each of them opened his order, and found it 
was to imprifon all the knights templars 5 ac- 
cordingly they were all arrefted, and the king 
immediately caufed all their eftates to be feized 
upon in his name, till they could be properly- 
difpofed of. 

It appears very plain- to me, that their ruin 
was refolved upon long before this affair broke 
out. Their accufation and imprifonmcnt hap- 
pened in 1309 > but letters have beeii found 
from Philip the Fair to the count of Flanders^ 
dated from Melun in 1306, in which he re- 
quefls that prince to join with him in extirpat* 
mg the teoiplars. ' 

It now remained^to try this vaft multitude of 
criminals. Pope Clement V. who was Philip's 
cresiture, and reiided at that time at Poitiers, 
joined with him, after having fettled fome drl- 
putes between them concerning the right whiclv • 
the church had of judging religious orders, and 
the king's right of judging his fubjciSls. The 
pope himfelf examined feventy-two knights, 
and the reft were profecuted by inquifitors and 
commifTaries appointed for that purpofe. Bulls 
were difpatched.to all the potentates of Europe, 
to excite them to imitate the example of France. 
The courts of Caftile, Arragon, Sicily, and 
England,, complied with them, fo far as to ba- 
nifh all of the order *, but thefe unfortunate 
people were put to death no where but in 
K 3 France. 
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France. They were accufed, by two hamfre^' 
and one witneifes, of denyiiig Jcfus Chrift at 
their adtyiittance into the order, of fpitting 6n; 
the ciofs, and of worfhfpping a golden head- 
eredttd on a block, wkh four (e€t» The n^ovice 
kifled the knight whohad made his vow, and- 
was received by him;Jtvkti a kifs»at his mouthf,, 
' his navel, and a cei^tainf part which feems ' 
to be feldom deftiaed for fuch a purpofe : he ' 
then fwore to give himfelf up.ki ail <things to 
the brotherhood. We learn from the infor- 
mations relating tothi^ aiFair prcferved down to^ 
our time, that thefe fe vera) articles were ac«- 
knowledged by feventy-two temples to the*' 
pope himfeif, and by one hundred aiHl forty* ^ 
one to brother WiiHartij a Firanctfcait friar antf' ' 
inquifitor at Paris, before ^ith<»fle$. It is fup*- 
ther added, that the' -grand tm4fter <rf lfae'<H>der ' 
himfelf, the grand -mafter of Cyprus, the tna,^' 
fters of Framie, PditoiP, Viehtie, and-Nbrmandy,, 
made th^ fanf^e confeffion to t}xtet caFdinale^^ 
'who were fedt by the pcipe to exiuiiilie themv 

Certahi; it is, that abdVe one hundr^knt^tft^: 
were put to the raoft cruel tortiiie-j that fifty - 
more were burnt in orte day ticar the* abbeys of^ 
St. Anthony of Paris ; and that- the graa*-m»^' 
fler, Jean de Molay, and Guy^ farothec to the ' 
dauphin of Auvergne, two of the principal- 
lords in Europe, the one by his dignity, and/ 
the other by his birth, were alfo thrown alive' 
into the flames, on the very fpot wfcere now* ' 
ftands the equeftrian ftattie of king Henry IV^ 

The tortures with wiiich fo many citieeas» 
otherwife refpeftahle^ were put to death, tbt^^ 
cloud of wHneffesM^hichappeared.againft tbetn^* 

aad 
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aftd the numerous confrffidns of the accufed 
themfelve», feem ftrorrg proofs of therr crime, 
and the juftice of their punifhment. 

But, at the fame ttmej how m?tTV things tuajr 
be offered tn their favour; in the firft place,, of : 
all the wkneffes 'wh6 depofrd^againft thefe tetti'- . 
piars, the greater part have only given in idle 
and vague accufatrons. 

' Secondly, Very few of the evidences fwear 
fo' their denying Chi'ift ; and fndecd, what were 
they- to gain by reviling a religion which was 
their fupport, and for wfitch* they foughn 

Thirdly, AHowlrtg thatfeveral of them, whio 
bad been witneiles to, and even fliarers in the ' 
debauches of the princes and clergy of thofc . 
tkties, might' have exprefled a contempt for the 
abufes of a religion which had been fo fhame* 
fdHy diflionoured bqth. in Afia and Europe, and 
th«: m their freeti' moments* they might have 
cxprelled themfelves much after the fame man- 
ner -as Bbmface VHI. did when fppaking of it ; 
yet, after all, this is but the folly of young people, 
and by -no mean« chargeable upon the order. 

•Foufthfy^ Th* gcrtden head, which it was 
ptctended they worlhippcdi and which they 
were faid to keep at Marfejlles, ought certainly • 
to have been 'produced to them; on the con- 
trary j there was: not the Icaft fearch tnade aft^r 
it,, and we muib aclcnowlt;dge that this part of' 
the acGuCrtion overthrows rtfelf. 

Fifthly, The infamous manner of their ad- 
niittance inta the- fociejty, with which they ^re. 
reproached, couH never have been pafRd fntp.a 
law. It fliews a vtry indifferent knowledge . 
of mankind, to'foppofe,- that there can be any - 
K 4 focicties 
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focictics that fupport thcmfelves by the badnels*. 
of their morals, or who make a law .of impu- . 
dence and obfcenity. Every fociety endeavours- 
to render itfelf refpeftable to thofe who are tie- 
firous of becoming members of it ; not that I . 
in the leaft doubt, that feveral of the young . 
knights might have given themfelves up to 
thefe excefles, which have prevailed in all times^^ 
anjongft youth ; but thefe are vices which it is 
always better to be ignorant of than topunifli, - 

Sixthly, If there were a great many evidences. ; 
againft the templars, therewere Jikewife a great ^ 
number of witneffes of other countries in their 
favour. . ; 

Seventhly, If the parties accufed, overcome .. 
by the fe verity of the, tortures they underwent i 
did confefs fuch a multitude of crimes, their^i 
confeiTion perhaps will be found to refle<St as ^^ 
much infamy upon their judges as upon them- • 
felves, tliefe having flattered them with hopes . 
of pardon, to extort a confeiEon from them. 

Eighthly, The fifty-nine who were burnt - 
alive took God to witnefs for their innocence,,^ 
and refufed to accept of life when it was offered 
them, on condition of acknowledging themfelves- 
guilty. 

Ninthly, Sieventy-four templars, who were 
not accufed, engaged to defend the caufe of the 
order, but were not permitted to be heard. 

Tenthly, When they read to the grand- 
mafter the confe^on which he had made before 
the three cardinals, and which had been taken . 
down in. writing, that old warrior, who could* 
neither write nor read, cried out. That he was 
betrayed -, that thejr had written down a dif* . 

ferent 
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fereiit depjoAtion to that which he had given ; and 
that the cardinals who were concerned in this 
pitce of treachery deferved to be punifhcd as 
the Turks punifhed thofc guilty of forgery^ by 
cleaving them afunder from head to foot. 

In the eleventh and laft place, the grand-^ 
mafter, and Guy, brother to the dauphin of Au-^ 
vergne, were offered their lives, if they would 
make a public acknowledgment of the crimes 
laid to their chai^ge ; and they burnt them at 
Iftft, only becaufe that when called upon on the 
Ijcaffold, in the prefence of the people, to ac- 
Jcnowledge the juftice of the accufation againft 
the order, they folemnly fwore, that the order 
M^s innocent of what was alledged againft it.* 
This declaration incenfed the king, and drew 
upon them their punishment ; and they tlied, 
crying out ii? vain for the vengeance of heaveni* 
to fall upon their perfecutors. 

In tlie mean time, in confequence of thej 
pope's bull, and the great riches of the order, 
the templars were perfecuted over all Europe : 
only in Germany they found means to fecure 
their perfons againft the fury of their profe- 
cutors. In Arragon they fuftained fie'ges iri fc- 
veral of their caftles ; at length the 
pope abolifhed the order by his own au- ^ 
thority, in a private confiftory held at Vienne, 
and thofe might fliare the fpoils who were able. 
The kings of Caftik and Arragon feiied upon 
part. of their poffeflions, and gave a part to the 
knights of Calatrava. The lands I elonging to 
the order in France, Italy, England, and Ger- 
many, were given to the knights hofpitallers, 
then called the Knights of Rhodes, on account 
K 5 (*i 
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of their having lately taken th^t iiland from tbi^ 
Turks, and which they afterwards defended 
with a courage that deferred to be rewanded at 
leaft with the fpoik of the templarsf. 

Denisv ktUg of Portu^jlt, tnftimted in their' 
v6om the ord^ of the knights of Chrift, which 
was at iirfii intended to fight againft the Moors j 
but which coming afterwards to be a badge of 
honour, has now ceafed even to be an faonour,^ 
by being indifcriminatiely laviflied. 

Philip the Fair took two hundred thoufah* 
livresonhis own account, and his fon, Lewis 
Hutin, iixty thousand more, out of the eftates 
of the knights templars'. That faithful and > 
txtOL hiftorian, Du^ie, fays, that the pope 
did not forget bimfelf in this partition. 

We nii^ now confidcr another wemorabFe' 
^ent^ which happened about the fame time>' 
-and does more honour to human nature, as it' 
^ve life 4:0 an invincible republic* 



CBAP. 
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CHAR LV. 

Of S^lss^RLAKB^ and the RevoJutioil in that 
Country at the beginning of the fourteenth 
Century. 

OF all the countries in Euro^^ SwifleTtamI 
wascthat which preferved moft the fimpli- 
crty and poverty of the earlier ages. If Swif- 
feriand was not a free country, it would not 
defervc our attention, nor indeed a place in the 
hiftdry of the- world, birt- would he undiftin- 
guifhed and confounded with the maBy more 
rich and fruitful provinces which have fallowed 
the fate of thofe kingdoms in which they are 
included. Thofe only engage attention who 
are fomething of themfelves. A gloomy cli- 
mate, a rocky and- barren foil, rude mountains, 
and frightful precipicesj is all that nature has^ 
d6ne*for three parts of this country : and yet 
the fovereignty of fheferocfcs wa& difputcd with 
as much fury and obftinacy, as the poffeflittn of 
the kingdom of Naples, or of Afia Minor, for 
whkrh the Hvea of Co many choufands were fa- 
crificed. 

During the eighteen years of anarchy in 
which Germany was without an emperor, there 
were warm difpute^ between feveral lords ' of- 
caftles and prriates, about who fhould have a 
fmall portion of Swfferland* The froall towns 
ahned at being free, in the ferae manner as the 
cities of haiy, tmder the proteftion of the-cwt- • 
peror. 

Wh«ri Rodolpb was eTe<Eled en>peror, feveral ^ 
iQrds of cafij>es form^Uy a^cufed tlie camon& of 
Uxy, Scbv^eitt) 9^^ Undertivaldy of hd^iivg 
K 6 wivh- 
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withdrawn ihemfelves from their , feudal fub-' 
jedlion. Rodo]ph, who had formerly fought 
againft thefe petty tyrants, decided in favour of 
the citizens. 

Albert of Auftria^ his foii, upon hisacceffion 
to the empire, wailted to ere£k Swiflerland into 
a principality for one of his children. A part, 
of this country was his own demefne, as Lu- 
cem, Zurich, and Claris ; tyrannical gover- 
nors were fent amongft thefe people, who abufed-' 
their power. 

The founders of the Helvetian liberty were 

Meletald, StaufFacher, and Waltherfurft. The 

' difficulty of pronouncing thefe truly refpe£^ablc 

names, has been a great hindrance to their fame. 

with pofterity. Thefe three peafants were the 

fir ft confpirators ; and each of them drew in three 

others. Thefe nine * gained over the can- 

^ ^ tons ofSchweitz,Ury, and Underwald. 

It is related by all the hiftorians of thefe 
times, that While this confpiracy was in agita^ 
tion, a governor of Ury called Grifler, devifed 
a moft ridiculous and deteftable aft of tyranny ^ 
hecaufed, they fay, his hattobe fixed upon<a 
pole in the market-place, and all who paiTed 
by were commanded, upon pain of death, to 
pay their refpe£ls to it. One of the confpira*- 
tors, whofe oame was William Tell, refufed 
to pay th» honour to the bat ; upon which th« 
governor ordered him to be hanged, but grant* 
cd him his pardon, on condition that as he 

• If each of the three firH confpirators brought three 
•ther men into the plot, furely the whole number would 
amount to twelve ; and this was really the cafe. Our au« 
tbop is alfo miftaken in his chronology, who places thi». 
traniadioQ in J3i5> wher^U reaUy hafpened in -1308. 

WS» 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Of S W I S ST? R LAND, Ico aos: 

was reckoned an excellent markihun, he 
fhould, with his arrow, ftrike an apple frOrah . 
his fon's head. The father trembling let fly* 
his arrow, and had the good fortune to ftrike 
qft" the apple without hurting, his £bn. Grifler; 
perceiving a fecond arrow under Tell's coat,, 
enquired of him what he intended to do with 
it J ** It was deiigned for thee, replied the Swils . 
in a rage, if I had killed my fon." It muft be 
confeiTed that this ftory of the apple wants a 
little confirmation. It feems as if it was thought 
neceflary to. ornament the birth of the Helvetic 
liberty with a fabulous narrative. It is however . 
agreed pn all hands, that Tell, having been laid ' 
in irons for this fpeech, killed the governor af- 
terwards with an arrow ; which was the fignal 
for the confpirators to rife > who being. joined 
by the people, they demolifhed all the fortrefles. 
The emperor Albert of Auftria, intending to 
puni(h thefe people, who had made fo glorious 
a ftruggle for liberty, was prevented from car- 
rying, his defigns into execution by death. Leo- 
pold, duke of Auftria, the fame who violated 
the laws of hofpitality, in the perfon of Richard 
Coeur de lioriy marched againft them with an 
army of 20,000 men ; and the people of Swif- 
ferland behaved on this occaiion, like the La- 
cedemonians at the ftreights of Thermopylae, 
A fmall body of four or five hundred men 
waited for the main part of the Auftrian /^ ^ 
army at the pafs of Morgate : but they were more 
fortunate than- the Lacedemonians ; for they 
put their enemies to flight, by rolling great ftones 
down upon them. The other detachments of the 
army were beaten at the fame time by as fmall 
a number* 
. ' - Thqfe 
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' TbefeTi£!bifes1>«hggilinMiii»tiM*«ilto 
Sdrwieit*, the xjtKcr two* c»rtdn» gavte tMstfitttie ■ 
t6 their canfedency, whith now htoira^ more ' 
general, ffifl remiitds^ thenr, bjr tht vo^^nttoe^ 
of the viftory tct y^hich they aitr iddefeted' for • 
theiflibemr; 

Th^ other camoni by degrees voiintdirtthe 
alUattee. Bente^ which is in St^^n'iaKith^ fame 
as Amfterdam is in the republic of HolTaikiv 
d!d not johi the league tiff 1352 j and ii wts ' 
not till the year 1513, thatthet)ctty«otfmry©f 
Apen^el joined the other cantom ; whicbcom^ 
pjcted the number thirteen. 

Never did any nation fijht longer afnd harder • 
for their liberty than the- SwHs: they^iave pur-^ 
chafed h by abore fwty battles againft th^ 
Auftrianr ; and it is^ probable they wiH preferv^ 
it for a longtime. Every couiHty thM is^ not 
cf a great extent, abotmdi not m wealfb, and 
is governed by mild Jaws, ought to be - free. ' 
The change of government in SwiflferJand 
feems to have wrought a change in the^ face of* 
the cottntry. TTie rude foil, whfch lay neglcift^ 
cd under cruel and^rannkal mxfters, now ad- 
pears cultivated. Th# craggy rock^ are, cov^r*- 
cd with vines. And th« wiFd h^ath, tilled by . 
the hands of freedom, rs beeome a fruitfiri plain. - 

Eqiaality, the natural inheritance of mankind, ' 
ftilJ fubfifts as much as poiEble in Swifferland. 
In fhort, this country might have deferved the. 
name of happy, had not religion aftjerwards divi- ♦ 
ded thofe citizerrs, whom th« public good at ftrft • 
united; and if while they foW their ferviee* to- 
printer riicher ^han thcmfclves, ihey had taken 
care altv^^ to^ preferre that infeorrupt*tl?<y for - 
which their nation is diflinguiihed. 

There 
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Tbei'e has been m all nations a time witeit' 
tlie minds of the people feem' to have been car- 
ried away beyond their naniral chafaft^f . Sach' 
times have been lefs freqnem in- SwiSttiztid' 
than dfewhere. Simplicity, frugdity, and mo- 
ilerarion, the prefervert of libeny, have always* 
been the portion of thefe people. They have' 
never maintained armies to defend their oWft' 
frontiers, or to make encroachments on their 
neighhonrs. They have no citadels, which ' 
ma/ be turned either againfl^the citizens or the; 
enemy; nor do they groan beneath the burden; 
of taxes. They hi^ve neither the calls of luxa- 
ry, nor the troops of a matter to provide for,. 
Their mountains are their only ramparts ^ and 
every member of the community is a foldier 
ready armed for the defence of the country. 

CHAP. LVI. 

Sequel of the State of the Empire, IrAir^ 
and the PoWTiriCATE in the fourteenth 
ccntufy. 

WE are now entered uporr the fourteenitt 
century, and niay have obferved, that for 
the fpace of fix hundred years, Rome, though 
weak and miferable, was always the principal 
object of Europe. She governed by religion, 
even whHe- plung e d hr m c annefs, and rent inr 
pieces by anarchy: and notwithftandtng att 
her humiliations and troubles, th^ emperots ■ 
were never able tO ellaUlfti the throne of the . 
Csefars inRoJXie^ nos: c^uld the pontifFs render 
6 Uiemfelves 
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themfelves abfolute. From the time of Fre- 
derick II. we find four emperors fucceffivelr* 
who fcem to have entirel/ forgotten Italy; 
namely, Conrad IV. Rodolph I. Adolphus of. 
NaiTau, and Albert of Auftria. Accordingly, 
at that time all the cities of Italy recovered their 
natural rights,, and let up the ftandard of Ji- 
berty. Genoa and Pi fa emulated the example 
of the Venetians ; Florence became an illuftri- 
ous republic ; and Bologna refufed to acknow« 
ledge any longer either emperors or popes. The. 
niunicipaf form of government prevailed every 
where, and more particularly in Rome* Cle^ 
ment V. who was called the Gafcoon pope,, 
cfaofe rather to abandon Italy, and transfer the^ 
holy fee to France, where he might enjoy the 
fweets of thofe liberal contributions furnifhed 
at that time by all the faithful, than to difpute 
in vain the poileflion of a few towns and caftle« 
in the neighbourhood of Rome. Ac--^ 
3^^ cordingly this pope fixed the court of 
Rome on the frontiers of France'; arid thefe 
times* are ftill called by the people of Rome r 
the times of the captivity of Babylcn* This 
good pontiff made a circuit to Lyons, Vienne,- 
and Avignon, carrying about with him pub- 
liclcly the countefs of Perigord, ,his miftrefs;' 
and collc(SUng as much money as he could pof- 
fible raife from the pious donations of the faith-.-, 
ful t. 

How. 



i* Thisrwss the honed pontiff who introduced the cuftom 
<^ annates. Certain English bifliops having begged his per«> 
iniflion to enjo^ one year*8 revenue of the benefices that 
fliould fall vacant in their refpedive diocefes, Clement re-, 
membred the old maxim^ Cbarkj bfgim at bom j and in-- 

ftcad 
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How comes it that the Italians did not, da- 
ring this conjunilure, while both the emperors- 
and the popes were at fuch a diftance from 
them, a£l as the Germans had done, who, un- 
der the very eyes of their emperors, had from 
century to century eftablifhed their indepen- 
dence, and raifed tbemfelves to an equality 
with the fupreme power ? There was no longer 
an emperor, nor a pope in Italy ; what was it 
then that forged new chains for that delightful 
country ? difcord and divifion. The Guelph»- 
and" Gibelin fadlions fj which arofe from th« 
quarrels between the pontificate and the em^; 
pire, flill fubfifted like a latent flame, wbich^ 
was receiving continual increaft from new. dif- 
orders. Difcord reigned every where. Italy 
did not forin a body ; Germany always 6}Aj 
In ihort, the firft enterprifuig emperor who^ 
ihould think proper to repafs the Alps, had it' 
in his power to renew the rights and claims o^ 

ft&ad of granjting theip requeft, jlppropiiated to liimMf ones 
yf2ir*8 revenue for every benefice, that ihould faU vacaitt lA) 
tljat kingdom within the (pace of two years. * 

t The moft' probable derivation of thefe teims istliif*' 
Dtoiing the ibhifm of the church in the twelfth century, ' 
while the emperor Conrad III. declared for Innocent lUi 
and the caufe of the antlpope Ankcletus was efpoufed by 
Guelpheduke of Bavaria ; the imperialitls in the field, from^ 
refpeA tO'the emperor*8 grandfon Henry, who often com-*"- 
manded them in perfon, gave the word G/^<'A"», the namor' 
of a town in Germany where this young prince was edu^- 
catedi and of which he was r^marJiUbly fond. On the^ 
•|her hand, the Bavarians ufed . the dokse's name Guelfb i , 
and the Italians, without knowing the meaning of thefe. 
barbarous t^rms, adopted them in .the fsgnification of ei)e-^ 
Ttnep and ■ friends to thiB church s thus the imperial fa^on ' 
was called Qibelin». and. the. popiih party ac(}uited th«» 
nasn^ of Gue4phcs» 

the: 
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tbe Chanle^^iies and ;oth«r$^. Thia at length 
happened under Henry VIL of the houfe oft 
I/uxettiboorgt. who, in '131 1» made a defcentn 
intO'ItaJy wkh^n' arm^ orGerattns^ in order >' 
t^ get hiknitU acknowledgoi. The GMBtpkj 
p^fffty Ibokedtipon this jouf n^: a$ zncw irrti^^ 
tioft of Baffbaiianf ; but the GibeUns £&vciimd'> 
hiiii( In bis way he reduced the cities of: Lorn* 
beirdy^ which : was ; a new conqueft : and^ .at . 
Ungth^ marched to Rome to receive the impe^ i 
rirf cr<wn« - » 

fiomet.whodeftred neLtheremperoc nor pope, ; 
yei was uns&Mi toibaicc off thcryx>ke of either, ibulL> 
bet galesagaiuft 'himiin vain. Nor gouU theUrfi* . 
i It 2 **** **"* ^^ brother o£ Robert king. of/ 

^ '^ Naptet, hisideritbe emperor,; ai&fted by> 
tbedolemilas, from, ^ite^-ing the city fwknd iA> 
btttid. TJb^'foughEt along time iathe~:ftntetr».i 
^d a i>iflay6f^ of Liege wasikittBd by rtbbs edqpeN : 
tor't fid^if Much bk)od mas, filed onaccoutiti o£i 
ttu& cereiuony of the- ^oronatioiif which^ wa» 
ar length; performed by- the • cardinals' inftdaA'< 
df the- jiGpti We npnff not for&et that.thc;j 
emperor .pcotefted. hQ^dite a notar^^ Wfdr the oath ' 
taj^en by him* at' hi3rCoafe(;^iaUp«iv'3^Jiiot aaci 
oathofrailisgianee^ 

- Henry,- nowmaftwr of ^R^drte^ appointed ^ • 
governor of that city $ and brdered^ ttat. aO/ the. ! 
dties and. princes of .Italy fliould pay biqci a)%.i 
aoBiiftl tribute. lathis ofidier J)«rC€Maipiri&dihdo 
kingddm^of ^Ntiplosi ther» fe^amedfrtoi that' 
of StcJly^ and fttpmoricd-^^its king, to apfpar.be- ' 
fbrij hifnv 

Ther Pope was;lordr|>aratinoMnt of t)io lux^"^* 
40iQ!of: liapleaj) and <btt empexttticaU^ biiii* 

kit 
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fbK lord-paramo\xnt of the pape. A fti'ani;*?. 
kk)d of fight on bpith Mcs ! 

The empcFor was going to make good , ^ j ^ , 
his pretcntiorts to the kingdom of 'Na- ^ -* ' 
ptes by arms, wh^B he diedy as fomcr^fayj^ by * 
poifon given him by a Domiitircan friar, in the' 
cdnfecrated win€ of the facrament. 

At that time the emperor* commumesctcd* iri'^ 
bcJth ipecies, in quality of'Canons-of thcchtircte ^ 
of St. John Laterafn» Tfeey-had a right to ofi- * 
ficirate as deacons at the pope'* mtisy and theit' * 
^h^ kings of France were to a^ft as fub-deacons- . 

Wehavc no authentic pTedfs that Hcftry VIL 
wks really poifoned in this facrilegfotis mattncr- 
Friar Bernard Prfitiamis of Mdntepiflcfeitto wa»'^ 
the perfon accufed of kj and thirty year*'* 
afterwards thfe= Domihican/- order obtarac4'^ 
letters from John king of Bohetfrtaj'fen tcrthit*-' 
Hfenry Vll.in. wt^ieh he>dechii&s dttfl^ imw-- 
cent. After all,'it was. ve&y^nfortuttate^. that*' 
thfey fi6od in need of fuch^ letters'. 

As in the elefti^ns of popes, at tliilt time,, 
there was- 'very little order obfeived J fo were ^ 
iiU>Ce of tht eftiperors very itregttlar.' Man>s 
kmd ha* n6t' ytt' folmA out^ pfrSdeMt 'law^ fio*^ 
pjfevent fcbJfms* 

Lewis- of Bavaria, and Frcdfetick the. Hattd»- 
ibme, /duke of A ufttfa, were efedted at the fante. * 
titec in the-midft'of tii6 moft\fetal drfordery t 
a«d^ the fwotd-' alone coiHd' decide a point-which. ! 
ought ta bavte becnf dcterinined by<arcgjdafr diet . 
ef eleftors;: At length a battle, in wiiich ' ^ 
the Au&iaft^ was * defeated and taken- ^ * ' 

ifoncT^ phtctd thfr'crowmon:'th^hcad*of the* 

The 
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The reigning pope at that time was John> ' 
XXII. who had been eleded at Lyons in 131 5. . 
Lyons looked upon itfelf then as a free city ; 
but its bifhop always wanted to be jts mafter,- 
and the kings of France had not yet been able 
to reduce the bifhop to fubjedtion. Philip the 
Long, before. he was well fettled upon the . 
throne of France, called an affembly of cardi- 
nals in this free^ city ; and after having given • 
them his oath that he would ufe no violence . 
towards them, he caufed them all to be fhut 
up, and Would not fet them at liberty till they . 
had nominated John XXII. 

This pope is another ftroBg example of what • 
great things may be done, in the church, by 
merit alone j for he doubtlrfs muft have had • 
no fmall fhare of it, who froin a. cobler rofe to^ 
bf the head of the chriftian world. 

,He was one of thofe pontiffs who furpafs o- 
thers inhaugbtinefs in proportion to the nteanheis^ . 
qf their birth. It ha^ been^already obferved, that 
the papal court fubfiftedonlyon thecontributions 
of the faithful.fj a fund more confiderable than* » 
eyen the lands of the countefs Matilda. When- 
I fpeak of the merits of John XXII. I do not in- 
include in the number that of difintcrcftednefs ;. 
for this pontiff v*^s more rigorous than any of 
his predeceffors in exading the dues of thp • 
church, not only from the EngUfli. who had • 
been very rcmifs in the payment of the St. 
Peter's penny^ but likewife from the Swedes^. 
Danes, Norwegians,^ and the Poles,. >who owed . 
tributes to the holy fee : and he made his de* 
mands fo frequently, and in fuch perem^ory 



t ^^ B*S« ^^^* 



terms^ 
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'terms, that he generally fucceeded in drawing 
money from them. But he could hardly be 
■ called a pope who refided at Lyons, and had 
little or no intereft in Italy. 

While he held his court at Lyons, and that 

Lewis of Bavaria was eftablifhing himfelf in 

•Germany, Italy was loft to them both. The 

' Vifcontis began to eftablifli themfelves at Milan. 

The emperor Lewis, who could not humble 

-them, pretended to protect them, and granted 

thern the title of his lieutenants. Thefe Vif- 

contis, who were of the Gibelline party, haf!ng 

-feize4 on part of the lands of the countefs of 

•Matilda, which had been a perpetual fubjeft of 

difcord, John XXII. caufed them to be declared 

, heretics by the inquifition. As he refided in France 

* he could run no rifk in iffuing one of thofe 

bulls by which the popes beftow and take away 

empires. He depofed the emperor Lewis of 

Bavaria in his own imagination, depriving 

him, to ufe his own words, *' Of all his goods 

moveable and immoveable." 

The emperor thus depofed, marched 
with all expedition into Italy, where his 3 7 
depofer did not dare to face him, and arrived at 
'Rome, which was ftill only the temporary re- 
fidence of the emperors, accompanied by Caf- 
tracanit, tyrant of Lucca, Machiavcl's hero. 



f Caflruceio Cailracftni, the hiiVory of whof* life h writ- 
ten by Machiavel, was a native of Lucca, and a famous 
GibeUine commander : for his fervices againft pope John 
XXn. and Robert Kins .of Naples, he was invefted with 
Che dukedom of Lucca', by the empenor Lewis of Bavaria, 
imd died in th«t dignicy «t the age of forty-feven* 

Ludo- 
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I^udovicOrMonaUefiro, anativeof Orvietto^ 

. who at th&ageofotie hundred and iifteen) wret;e 

: the memoirs of his awn time, favs^ that he per- 

g faaiy well o-emembcrs tne entry of the 

^3 ^ etv^erot Lewis of Bavaria j and. tells us 
.that the populace chaunted before him, ^' Blef- 
.icd be God and the emperor, who have de- 
iLvered ais from war, famine, and the pqpe,^ 
. Thispaflage is no further ^eferving of our no- 
;4ice, ^an as it^omes from a man who wrote 
. at the age of an hundred and fifteen 

Xrcwis called a general aflembly at Rome, 
xe&flobling the antientparhaments held by Char- 
lemagne, and his fons. This afiembly or par-- 
■ liament'Was hddin the very pi ^za of St. Petec 
^t which a cioiidof Geraian and Italian prini:es9 
•deputies of cities^ bifhops, abbots, and nionks 
^ailified. The emperor was feated on a throne* 
xaifed above the fleps of the diurch, M^ith the 
•crown on bis head^ and the^olden iceptre in 
iJiis hahd. -Here-he ordered the foUowing4>ro- 
damation to be made three times by an Au- 
jjuftine friar: ' ** Is there any perfon who 
will defend 'the caufe of the prieft of Cahorsi, 
: who'calk himfelJF Pope Jyhn ?'* No ofte appear^ 
ing, Lewis pronounced fentence,- by which he 
deprived the pope of aU his benefices/ and de- 
r^ liyered ihim over tothe fecular arm to 
^3 be burnt as an heretic. The condem- 
iilng to death in this manner a fovereign pon- 
•strff, was the utmoft extreme to which the <iuar- 
rcls between the-, empire and the pontificate 
could be carried. 

, Some few days afterwards the emfieror with 
the fame . ceremony created a n£w pope, who 
vvas a Neapolitan cordelier ^ he invefted him 

with 
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^"pfith <he ring, put the" cope irpon Wm Hhnfelf, 
^ein<l itfade -him fit-dowrt .by his Hde under the 
KSMiop^ ; but he took ^care riot to. conform to 
t^ht cirftom of kHfing the pontHF's feet. 

Among all the religious orders, of each of 
f which r^ftMlPfpeafefeparatcly, the Francifcaris 
-or Gbrdeliers -at that time Tirade . die greateft 
iliotfe. ^Some ^mongfir them pretended 'that re- 
'fjgtous perfeflion cbnfifted In- wearing a fharp 
^pomted^-Gdfwl,ahd a verv clofe hafcit. To this 
^Teft>mix>F<frfeis they adaed further tjitf opision 
-of general property ineatitigiind drtnking. The 
-pope had cmwlemncd thde propofitions,>and 
, iAw-occBfionied a revolt oi the fide of the re- 
JfOrriiers, ^ At- length the \fHptrtc between them 
c g«)wing- warm, the rnquifitors ofMar- ^ 

MfeBfes eaiifed four of thefe tmhappy ^3'^ 
'^Oiotiks to be burnt. 

The Francifcan who 'had- been nominated 
pope by the emperor, was one .of their fe£t ; 
ratid'thls was fuffiietent for John *)SJLll. to ^e 
•deeteHr^d'an Heretic; Tiiis'pope feems deftiaed 
^o^be ^ccufed of herefy : for not long after 
t^at, haymg fiid in a 'fermon, that the (aints 
•woukf not enjoy the beatific viftontiB the final 
-judgment ;^antP that, in the mean time, they 
«had an imperftfl-vifion : ' this affair of the two 
^vifions eatpfed a fchifin in the churches, and 
John at leflgth thought proper to retraft his 

But aH rivis mighty parade of Lewis of Ba- 
^^fa at Rome produced no other confequcncc 
•^an the dForts of the other German Caefars. 
'Uke them he was recalled by troubles in Ger- 
-many,. and-ttaly flrpt-throilgfa his hands. 

' Lewis 
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Lewis was far from beiog a powerful prince; 
;and therefore after his return to Germany 
could not hmder his pope from being taken 
prrfonerl)y John's party, and carried to AvignoQ, 
. where he was con£ned. In ihort, fuch was the 
difference between an emperor and a pope in 
thofe days> that Lewis of Bavaria, though a 
prudent prince, died very poor in his own 
country ; while the pope, who lived ata diftance 
from Rome, and drew very little affiftancc 
from Italy, left, when hp died at Avig- 
• 344 j^Qj^^ treafure to the amount of twenty- 
five millions of gold florins, if we will give credit 
to Villani, a cotcmporary writer: but Villani 
certainly exaggerates; and if we reduce this 
fum to one third, it will ftill be very great, 
.and. fuch as the papacy never was worth to any 
other perfon; but never did any other pope 
/ell Aich a number of beneiices, noi^ a^ib high 
a pric^. 

' He kept the rcverfion of all prebendaries, 
cf moft of the bifhoprics, and the revenues of 
all vacant benefices in his own hands. By this 
means he acquired a leading intereft in moft 
elections, and the difpofal of all benefices. 
Befides this, he feldom made one bifhop with- 
out removing feven or eight. One promotion , 
conftantly occafioned fevcral others, all which 
brought in money. The taxes for difpenfations 
and mortal fins were firft invented and carried 
into law in his pontificate* The book of thele 
taxes, of which there were fev.eral impreffions 
in the fixteenth century, brought thefedefperate 
abufes to light, which were always condemned 
'by the church, and which (he found the greateft 
difficulty to abolifh. 

I The 
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T'he popes his fucceflbrs continued at Avig- 
non till the year 1371. This city did not be- 
long to them, but to the counts of Provence; 
but -the popes had infenfibly made themfelves 
ufufrudluary mafters of it, Vhile the counts of 
Provence were difputing v^ith the kings of Na- 
ples for the pofleffion of that kingdom. ; 

The unfortunate queen Joa^, of whom we 
Ihall fpeak in the enfuing chapter, thought her- 
ielf happy, in 1348, to cede the town of Avignon 
to pope Clement"^ VI. for eighty thoufand flo- 
rins in gold, which he never payed. The 
papal court, which refided there in full tran- . 
quility, fpread riches and plenty throughout Pro- 
vence and Dauphiny, and forgot the ftormy 
manfions of Rome. 

I meet with few times fmce Charlemagne in 
which the Romans did not recall their ancient 
. notions of grandeur and liberty. Sometimes, 
as we have feen, they chofe a number of fe- 
' nators, fometimes a fingle one only, or elfe a pa- 
trician, or a governor, or a council, and fome- 
times a tribune : and, now when they found 
:that the pope had purc-hafed Avignon, they en- 
tertained thoughts of reftoring thQ antient re- 
public- In this view they beftov/ed the office 
of tribune on a private citizen called Nicholas 
Rienzi, and commonly Cola, a man who born 
a fanatid, was become ambitious, and confe- 
qnently capable of great things, which he un- 

• dertook, and amufed the Roman j-eople with the 
iiioft flattering hopes. It is of this perfon that 
Petrarch fpeak's in one of his fini.ft odes or 

• canzorn, v/here he defcribcs Rome with di-, 
'- ihe^^lled hair and ftreaming eyes imploring the 

affiftance of Rienzi. 

• - Vol. II. L Con 
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ai8 State t)Tthe Em f Mt e, {d^, 

Co« ^// occhi di dokr hagpaii e fnoJli 
Ti chier* merck da UOti fefte i colli. 

She fopplicat^s thy aid with ftreanungeye^ 
And all her fev'/i hills eccbo with her cries, i 

This tribune affumed'the title of the fevere 
fmd meYciful deliverer of Rome ^ ihe Jlickler fhr 
the liberties of Italy ^' and the lover o^ all mankinds 
He declared 'all the inhabitants of Italy free, 
ind denizens of Rome. But thefc coAvulfivc 

* ftrugglesof a long expiring liberty^ proved aS in- 
iffEcacious as the pretenfions of the etnperorson 

* Rome, This tribunate' had ftill a fliorter da- 
'ration than even the fehate and confulate vi^hitrh 

had been fet up before in vain, Rienzi, who 
let out riketh« Gracchi, met with the fame end^ 
being afTailinated by the patrician fadion. 

Rome neceffarily fell to decay by being dc- 
' prived of the ' refidence of the papal court, by 
' the troubles in Italy, the barennefs of her own 
territories, and the removal of her manufa(Stures 
♦o Genoa, Pifa, Venice, and Florence. Her 
<>nly fupport now depended on the numerous 
pilgrimages made to her holy places. 

The grand jubilee in particular, which was 
iirft inftituted by Bbriiface VHI. at the begin* 
nine: of every century, but afterwards changed 
l)y Clement VI. to every fiftieth year,' brought 
a prodigious concourfe of people to Rome^ 
infomuch that, in the year 1 350, they reckoned 
above two hundred thoufand pilgrims in that 

* city. Thus Rome, deftitute of both empemr 
and pope, continued the weakpft and principal 
city of the Cariflian world, 5 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXVL 

Of J O A N Qyeen of N a p t is s. 

'^yt7 E have already obfcrved that the holy 
Tt fee had made the |nifchafe of Avigfton, 
4tom Joa*i 6( Anjou and Prdvence, Vjueen of 
'Naples. It is feldbm found that princes difpofe 
xjf their tlominions, unlefs they are under great 
dificukies. This inisfortune and death of thi^ 
iqueen make part of the events, of thefe times, 
•and efpecially df the great fch=ffm itt the Weft, 
'Which wc'fliall foon have occafion to treat of.- 
Tbe kingdoms of Naples and Sicily ftiU 
icontmued to be ruled by fordgnei-s. Naples 
-was governed by the houfe of France, aiftd Sicily 
i)y that of Arragon. Robert, who difed in 1 343, 
"had made Naples a flourifhing kingdom; His 
irephcrw, Lewis of Anjou, had been ele£led 
king of Hungary. The houfe 6f France ex- 
<tended its branches on aH fides ^. but thefe 
iwranches were not united either t6 the common 
ilock, or with each other, and were all of them 
unfortunate. Robert, king bf Naples> had be-> 
fore his deceafe married his grand-daughter and 
iieirefs, Joan, to Andrew, brother to the king 
of Hungary. This match, ^whith feemed to 
cement the happinefs of that houfe, proved the 
fource of all its misforttmes. Andfew pre« 
tended. to reign in his own right; and Joan, 
y^ung as ihe was, infifted that he (hould bs 
'Confidered only as the queen's hufband. A 
-francifcan friar, ctffied brother Robert, by 
Whofe advice Andrew was wholly goTern- 
^d, lighted up the flames of hatred and dif- 
cerd ^ween ibts foyal fftir* J^aa had her 
L ft court 
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court compofed of Neapolitans ; while that 
of Andrew confided wholly of Hungarians, 
who were. looked upon as Barbarians by^ the 
natives of the country. This proved a frefli 
fiibjeft of animofity j and it was foon determined 
in 'a council of the queen's favourites, princi- 
pally cQflipofed of Levvis prince of Tarentuin^ 
of the blood royal, who afterwards married the 
queen, fome other princes of the blood, an^ ~ 
the famous Catanefe *, fo i-emarkable for hef 
attachment to Joan,. to put Andrew to death. 
He was accordingly ftrangled in the city of 
Averfa, in his wife's anti-chamber, and in a 
manner before her eyes ; after which his body 
was thrown out of the window into the ftreet, 
where it remained without burial for three 
days. In a year after this, the queen was mar- 
ried to the prince of Tarentum, who was pub- 
licly ' accufed of the murder of her hufband. 
How ftrong a prefumption of her own guilt ! 
•but thofe who take upon them to juftify her, 
alledge that ftie was married to four different 
hufbands : and that a queen who could fo often 
fubmit to the marriage yoke, cannot with ju- 
ilice be accufcd of crimes that are committed 
only through excefs of love. But does love 
then alone infpire fuch horrid a£l:Ions? Joaa 
.confented to the death of her firft hufband 
through weaknefs ; and it was owing to a 

♦ Philippa of Catanea, originally a laundrefs, ififinuated 
herfelf into the favour of Joan of Naples, and became h#r 
conftdante and counfellor. She is faid tOi h^ve fomented 
this queen^s averfion to her bu(band, Andrew Jting of Hun- 
gary, and was conccrneel in ftranglin^ him at Averfa^ be- 
fore he had attained the nineteenth year of his age. She 
was aftei-Wards conviAed of this horrible. criipC; and put jo 
death by- the mgH excni^tiins toitureSt 

more 
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Jttore pardonable kind of weaknefs, and more 
Common to her fex, that (he had three hufbanda 
afterwards: Ihe was incapable of managing 
the reins of government alone- 
Lewis of Hungary, brother to the mur* 
dered Andrew, wrote to Joan, that he would 
revenge the death of his brother on her and ' 
her accomplices. Accordingly he fet out for 
Naples, by the way of Venice and Rome. 
At Rome he accufed Joan publicly before 
the tribune Cola Rienzi, who, du-ring the 
exiftence of his ridiculous and tranfitory 
power, beheld feveral kings appealing to hia 
tribunal, as they did in the time of the old re- 
public. Rienzi however declined giving his 
decifion, by which alone he gave an example 
•f bis prudeAce. 

In the mean time Lewis advanced towards. 
Naples, cairying with him a black ftandard, oxit 
which was painted the king's murder. Reordered 
Charles of Durazzo, a prince of the blood, and- 
one of the accomplices in the murder, to j^. 
he beheaded, and purfued queen Joan, , ^^^^ 
who with her new confort fled beforie him intoi; 
b^r territories of Proveace. One very extra- 
ordinary circumftance in this affair is, that am-: 
bitton had no part in the revenge taken, for^ 
Andrew's murder. Lewis might have made, 
btmfelf mafter of the kingdom of Naples, but; 
be did not do it. Examples of this kind are;^ 
rarely to be met with. He was a prince of the 
rooft rigid virtue,, on which account he was- 
afterwards chofen king of Poland. We fb^ll, 
fpeakmore particularly of him when we come. 
to treat of the kingdom of Hungary. . 

> L 3^ jQatt,, 
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Joan, who before, fliehad attained ths ag«.of 
twemy, had plunged berfelf in g^iU^and fuf«^ 
ftred the piuuihnififit^e to a crime: tha^ dre^ 
as many miferies upoaher fubje^ as ypon hex-*^ 
felf, abandomd at once by the peo^e of Na- 
ples and Provence^ we»t to feek pope ClenieBfe 
VL in Avignon, a city of vrhicb flie . was fof* 
Vereign, and which ihe fold to, that pontiff^ t&^ 
gether with its tercitories^ for eighty thoufaivt 
g floriBsin gold, which ftieneyer received^ 
*34o While (he was negpciatiog thisjaffiiir* 
' ihe appeared befofie the conf^ry^. wjierefli^ 
pleaded her caufe in. perfon,. and waa hy, tbn 
general voice dedared. innocent* Clemont. Vl« 
in order to engage- the king ef Hungaiy tq» 
Hmt Naples, ftipu^itedfor Joaa^ that (he (botikl 
pay him three hundred thoufand vflorinft* bi|4 
JLewis.retuitiBd ibrraitfweiv thafc.hftfWas.iiot 
ootM'^ther toMLhm.bieAti'^: bbod», btttUi 
«eveiiM it ; wbidras bcLhadjpartly tS^M^^ko^ 
ikotiU go away fatssfieA» y Tkeipiiit of kfis^'*' 
orramry^ fi> prevalent in.Aerfe tinm^ h0ii;nM 
produced » more flnkiag:inftaiifie,c£ &sbuIqA| 
and geMrofl^* 

The queen, who.hailbeen driivett. fnott hts 
Jeingdoni b y berbiiothBr*in4a(W9 3nd;feflc»f«i bf& 
the mediation of the pope». le& her feoeodt 
Moftand', and fdr< feme )«ara fw^ed the^.feoptrii 
alone. She then>maxri« a: {Hrinee of Amgm^ 
who died fdm after their naptiab : at lei^kft. 
g when (he was mearioityhfix ineacs oU^ 
^^ (he efpoi»fed a^youngei; fon.orthehoji£B: 
of Brunfwick^ whole name was. Odiou. Thiec 
was ruther chufing a birfband.fQr her pkafuri^ 
than a prince ea^Ue oft pcotefiing hcc. . TJtm 
fliMral heir to h^ kingslom was Charles Du« 

razKOft 
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nzzo^ her coufin, the only remaSning defcen* 
dant of the boufe of Anjou, in Naples. Thefe^ 
priaces took their name from the cky of Du- 
fOLZZO^ which had been'conquered by their fa- 
mily from the Greeks, and aftierwards taken. 
from them by the Venetians. This Durazza 
ihe had acknowledged as her heir ; and had 
even gone fo far as to ad^pt him. This adop- 
tioB> and thesreat fchifm which happened in 
0ie Weft^ baitcned the unfortunate end of this 
princeis* 

The bloody confequences of this fchrfm, (of 
which we fbail fpeak more fuHy hereafter,) be- 
gan already to break o«it. Brigano, who took 
the name of Urban VI. and the count of Ge- 
neva, who afliimed the title of Clement VIL 
difputed the triple crown with the utmoft fury; 
and Surope was divided between them. Queeiii 
Joan Tided with Clement, who then refided at 
Avignon : and Durazzo, who thought it toa 
long to wait for the crown till the natural 
death of his adoptive mother, joined himfclf ta 
BriganOj^or Urban VI. 

Thi» pjopo crowned DurazTio king of £. 
Naples, in Rome^ on condition that he 3*^. 
fliouM beftow the principality of Capita on his 
nephew Brigano; be excommunicated and de'> 
po^d queen- Joan : and- the more efFe£hiaj|ly to 
iWure- the- principality of Capua in: his family,, 
be- baftowed all the church benefices on the 
chief Neapolitan families. 

Hfs holinefs- then began his mafch with Du-* 
H»%o towarda Naples. The church plate was 
employed in raifing an army ; while the queen,, 
Whp CQuId nqt procure fuqcour& either from 
I^e^Q^c»t«.ip wbdf^fiyouii ihfi luid^deGbf ed^ 
L 4 nor 
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nor from the prince flie had chofen for her 
hulband, faw herfelf almoft deftitute of troops- 
In this fituation (he invites to her afiiftance a 
brother of Charles V. king of France, who* 
was alfo of th^j/amUy of Anjou, whom flie- 
adopts in the mom of the ungrateful Durazzo. 

Lewis of Anjou, which was the name of 
this new heir of the queen of Naples, arrived 
too late to defend his benefa<arefs, or difpute 
the kingdom (he had conferred on hini. 

This choice of the queen's alienated the 
minds of the people more than ever : thejr 
were naturally averfe to the introdudion of 
new foreigners. The pope and Durazzo now" 
drew near i Otho of Brunfwick, in this ex- 
tremity, haftily aflembles a few troops, is de— 
feated) and taken prifoner. 

Durazzo now made his entry. into Naples : 
fix galleys which the queen had ftnt for fronx 
her county of Provence, and which came to aa 
anchor under the| Cajiellodel Ovoy proved an ufe- 
lefs fuccojLir> All refiftance was now too late,, . 
and flight alone appeared practicable: but even, 
in this fliefailed, and fell into the ufurper's 
hands, who, to give fome colour ta his bar-' 
barity, declared himfelf the avenger of Andrew's* 
murder. Upon this occafion he confulted Lewis,, 
king of Hungary, who ftill perfifting in his in- ^ 
flexibility,, fent him word, that he muft by all 
means make the queen fuiFer the fame oeathi 
as fhe had infli6led &n her huiband Andrew* , 

o Upon which Durazo ordered her to be 
' . ftifled between twa l^matrefles J. Thu& 

we 

\ The unfortunate Mary Stuart, queen of Scotland, has 
been oCten comparod to- thi^ princefs^ whom k muft be^l 

owned 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Of JOAN Qjreeii of Naples. 2*5 : 

We every where fee one crime punifhed by 
another. 

Pofterity, always juft,"as behoWTpg without 
prepoflcifiori, has commiferafed the fee~o£-this' 
princefs, as thinking the murder .of her firft 
hufband to have proceeded rather from . her 
weaknefs than the badnefs of her heart ; feeing 
flie was barely eighteen yeaVs of age when flie- 
gave her aflent to that cruel deed ; arid that 
from that time fbe was never accufed of de- 
bauchery, cruelty, or injuftice. But her people 
deferve the moft to be picied, who were the 
vidims of all thefe troubles, Lewis, duke of. 
Anjou, after exhaufttng the treafures of his 
brother Charles V. of France, and impoverifh- 
ing that kingdom by his vain attempts to re- 
venge the death of queen Joan, and to recover 
the inheritance fhe had left him, died foon after 
in Apulia, without having gained either fuccefs 
or glory, and deftitute of friends and money. 

The kingdom of Naples, which under king 
Robert had begun to emerge from its ftate of 
barbarifm, was plunged back again into it by 
all thefe misfortunes, which were ilill more 
augmented by the fchifm in the Weft, which 
was afterwards extinguifbed by the emperor 
Sigifmund. Let us now take a view of the 
form which the eimpire put on about this time. 



owned (he nearly refembled in charafler, clrcumftances, 
and cataArophe. Joan was cefebrated by Petrarch antf 
Soceaee. 



L5 CHAP. 
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2&ft or Or EfltrtRlH 

CHAP. LVIIL 

Of the Emperor Gmaa&x» IV* aoi ^f lim 
Return of the ibljr See fsom Ayigi»oh< im 
RoMi* 

TH E empire of Geniumjr (foe ift the* eom^ 
fufion and troubles which diAingidfiuKti 
the latter end of Lewis of Bavaria'a reigfr*. th«itt: 
was no longer a Roman empire) at kitgth nt* 
fumed a mpre fettled fbrm of govemment,. itt^* 
der Charles. IV. of Luxemburg^ king ot Biaht^^ 
. g mia» and grandfon to Henry VIL whoi 
"^ publifhed at Nuremberg the ftunouft 
Gonftttution known by the name of the^jcUeiii 
Bull, from a golden feal aftxed to. tW wkklki 
in vulgar Latin was called iu/la. This magr 
iufiicicndy explain to us the rcafon of the popes 
edids being called bulls. The ftile of this, 
charter partakes ftrongly of the fpirit of the 
times. It begins by an ^poftrophe to Satan,, 
anger, prrdc^ and luxury. It fays, that it is 
acccflary the nuptiber of the dcfliors fliould be 
i'even, in order to oppofe the fcven mortal 
fins. It fpeaks of the fall of the angels^ of a 
lieavenly paradife, of Pompey, and of Cae&r ^ 
and aflerts, that the government of Germany 
is founded on the three theological virtues, as 
on the Trinity. 

This famous law of the empire was made ia 
ihe prefencc, and with the corifeht of 4II the: 
princes, bifhops, abbots, and the deputies of 
the imperial cities, who then, for the firft time, " 
aiUfted at the aflemblies of thefe Teutonic nations. 
I'hefe privileges of the towns, -which are the 

natural 
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iiatui^ efdElft of Hji>erty, began firft to be re« 
vjv!e4 in Italy» afc;er,viraras ii> £ng^^nd, then ii\ 
Franpe^ and lali o^- a})' ti^y found admittance 
imp Gj^f^aifiy. 

Every, o^ie i^n9>^s> t^at the number of tbjq 
^<^r« waft- iSxed to feyen. Thq archbiQiopn 
of l^axzy Cqlogaqy and Triors, who. l^ad long 
k^n iik poSk^ofkoi: the right of ele£lipg em« 
p$roF% would not fufFer ower bifhopa, though 
ff)uf^ in. p<>wer to themfelves, to partake with 
them in this bpnoqr. But bow happened i^ 
|ba| ^ dut^hy of Qavaria was not ranked. 
^iimng the eleoorates i And why fhould Bouc 
bemia, which was originally a. diftih<Sl ftate 
ft^m Geripany, and which by the golden bul^ 
^ V^a^ excluded from deliberations of the empirej|> 
yet continue to have a right of fufFrage in thet 
el^on ? The reafon is evidently thi&, Charies[> 
lY. wa^ king of Bohemia, ^id Lewis of Ba«t- 
varia bad bejen bis enemy. 

But the imperial dj^ity, whicb^ at that timq- 
eonfi^rred no real, power of itfelf, never rcceiv*^^ 
ed more of that luftre which da:^zle$ the eyes q^ 
the people^ than on this occafiom. The three- 
^ccleiiafUcal ele^^s, all three su'ch-chanceW 
lprs> appeared there v^th the feals of the em^ 
pire: Mentz carrrj^d thofe of Germany, Co*;- 
j^gne thofe of Italy, and Triers thofe of Gatri^. 
^nd yet the empire had nothing in Gaul, buf^ 
fhe empty homage of the remains of the king*. 
4om of Aries, Provence, and Dauphine, whic^ 
which were foon after fwallowed up in the vai); 
kingdom of Fraj^ce. Savoy, which then be** 
longed to the houfe of Maurienne, was a &s^ 
9( the empire, and Frapche-Comte ws^ undei; 
iu prote<^oj|» but indep^ent^ 

L 6 We 
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"J^Ve have already fccn what die emperor^!^ 
pofleffions in Italy were ; in Germany his fo- 
vereignty was confined to his heredit^ ddmi* 
nions, and yet he fpeaks in his bull like a de-^ 
^tic king ; he <foes every thing thcte " Gf 
his certain knowledge, and hy the fnllnefs of 
his power ;*' terms inconfiftent with -. the Ger- 
manic liberty, and which are no- longer fnfFered: 
in the imperial diets, where the emperor ex- 
preffes himfelf thus ; *• We have agreed with* 
the ftates, and the ftates with us." 

To conceive fome idea of the pomp am^ 
magnificence with which this ceremony of the 
golden bull was accompanied, it wilt be fuffi- 
cient to be informed that the duke of Luxem- 
burg and Brabant, the emperor's nephew,' 
presented him with his drink ; the duke ojt 
Saxony, as grand marflial, appeared with a lU* 
vcr* mcafore filledh with oats ; the eleftOr- of 
Brandenburgh held the water for the emperor 
and emprefs to wafli ; and the count Paktine 
placed the gold difhes on the table, in prefenc^ 
of all the great officers of the empire. 
, Charles^ IV. appeared, on this oceaiion, the' 
king of kings: and Conftantine, the vaineft of 
all the Roman empcrori, never difplayed a more 
dazzlrng outfide of pomp and fplcndor. And 
yet Charles, with artl this affe<ftation of the 
Roman emp^for, had engaged bimfetf by oatb 
fo pope Clement VL before his efedion, that 
whenever he went taRome to be crowned, he 
' ^ woruld not lye a fingle night in the city 5 
. ^^ and wculdnever again return to Italy 
without the holy fatheVi ' ptrmiffiom Ana 
♦here is*-yet to be feen a letter written by him 
tQ cardinal Colombicrus^ dean of the faQred 
^ - ' college^ 
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College, dated in the year 1355, ift which he 
calls tha^ dean " Your Majefty/' ^ 

He alfo left the houfe of Vifconti in the quiet 
pofleiBon of Milan and Lombardy, which the)^' 
had ufurped from.him, and the Venetians in 
that of Padua, which had formerly been the. 
. miftrefs of Venice, but was now become fubje£t 
to her ; as likewife Vicenza and Verona^ 

The eleSors, whofe rights had been fet- 
tled by the golden bull of Charles IV. fooix 
put them in force agslinft his own fon, the 
emperor Wenceflaus, ,king of Bohemian- 
France and Germany were aiEidled both at 
the fame time, .with a moft extraordinary 
fcourge. The emperor and the French king; 
loft the ufe of their reafon almoft at the fame 
time. On the one hand, Charles VL by the 
diforder of his organs, occafioned that of his. 
kingdom ; and the emperor Winceflaus fo ftu* 
piiied himfelf in- gluttony and debauch, that he 
left the empire in a ftate of anarchy, Charles^ 
VL continued on the throne while his rektions^ 
ruined France under his name. But in Bohe- 
mia, the barons confineii Wenceflaus, 
who one day made his efcape quite na- ^"^ 
ked out of prifon ; and the elediors of Ger- 
many, by a public fentence, juridically 
depofed him. The fentence fays only ^ , 
that he is def>ofed, for being *' negligent, idle, . 
" extravagant, and unworthy of reigning." 

It is faid that when he received notice of his 
depofition, he wrote to the imperial cities of 
Germany, that he required no other marks of 
their fidelity than that they would fend hiin 
fome butts of their beft winct 

The, 
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The^plorablo fitttfttion of OeraHuijr ftenw^ 
to Feave an open field* for the popea to ftirii^ 
Italy.; iMit the republica and princi^alidea. whkh 
were raiied' during the late commotions baij^ 
Ikad time to fettle tfienMvet. Fioai the tiln* 
oF Clement V. Roaoe had been a* ftianger c^ 
pope», at length Gregory XI. who waa horii>i» 
the Limoufin^ and dio not underfland* ona 
Word of Italtan, i:emoved the papal lee to 
Rome. 

^ g This pope had high difputes with Am 
^' republic of Florenoe^ which was then' 
eftablifliing its power in. Itaty^ and had entered 
into an alliance with Bologna. Gre^ry, wh^ 
was by the antient donation of Matilda, the 
immediate lord of diis lafll city, did not con- 
fine his revenge to ecctefiaAical cenliires, but 
drained his treafury to pc^ thtOmdotiifrij wha 
at that time furniihed troops to any one who 
would purchafe them. The Florentines were 
for accommodating matters, and gaining t<he 
pope over to their intereft. In this view they 
thought it would be of advantage to them for 
th^ pope to rcfide at Rome : they were there- 
fore,, if poffible, to perfuade Gregory to quit 
Avignon. 

U is almoft inconceivable ttiat io times wheflt> 
men's underftandings were fo enlightened in re* 
gard to their true interefts, they (hould have 
m^de ufc of means to gain their purpofe that 
would appear fo highly ridiculous in the preftnt 
age. They employed St. Catherine of Sienna* 
m this negotiation ; a ^oman who not only 
pretended to revelations, but even pretended ta 
hav^ been folemnly efpoufed to Jefus Chrift,. 
and to bav^ received a ring and a diamond from 

him 
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him at their nuptials. Peter of Capua, who was 
her confeflbr^ and has writien l^srlife,. pretends 
to have been eye-witncfs to moft of tbefe mii- 
racles. ^* I was wienefs, fays ho, to her being 
transformed one day into the figure of a ma^ 
with a little beard^ upon hi^ chin ; and this ft* 
gure into^ which ftie wa# (uddenly changed^ 
was exa<£Hy that of Jefue Chrift." Such was the 
^icnh^tfkdtefk whom the Florenttnee knt Hy the 
-pope : and they had likewife recourfe to the reve* 
lat'ionsof St. Bridget f^ who wa« hovft in Swe« 
0en^ but had fettled in Rome, and tawhom 2tft 
imget diflated ftveral letters which ihe was to 
whte to the pope*. All the popes have not beei* 
teen ef genius : and Gregory^ whether he wai 
a (knple man, and ^at they worked upon him 
by fprings f^oportioiied to his intellefts j or 
whether he afted from a principle of policy^ or 
through weaknefe, he cemplied^ with their dc* 
fifes i and the papal refidence was transferred 
from Avignon to Rome, after an abfence of 
fcventy-t^o years ; but it wai only to plung^^ 
Europe into new cfflbrders. 



'f Thi< was Bp leAi than the prine«(« of IfUrkm, nH 
^td^ a iaint herfclf bm the niQtber of feven children, aM 
of whom were deei9ed beatified. She founded the reli^- 
ous order called Saint Salvator, or Saviour, the rules of 
Virlncb> coitiprehended in ^irty-one chapters, were, if we 
may believe Matthew de Snecia; canon of Linco|)Uig, dic4 
«aud by tlfe mouth of Jefus Cbrift to his devout, fpoufe Siv 
Bridget, Sbe. alfo wrote a book of revelations, which had 
like to have been condemned by the council of Bafil^ 



C»AP; 
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CHAP. LIX. 

Of the Great Schism of the West.. 

THE patrimony of St« Peter in Tufcany^ 
the Campagna di Roma, the country of 
Viterbo and Orvietto, Sabino, the dutchy of 
Spoletto, Benevento, and a fmall parl^ of the 
marcbe of Ancona, were all that the fee of 
Rome pofiefled at this time : all the countries 
afterwards annexed to its demefne belonged to 
lords who were vicars of the holy fee, or of the 
empire* Since the year 1 138, the cardinals had 
ufurped the privilege of excluding the people . 
and clergy from the election of pontiffs ; and 
about the year 1216) they had .made a law^ 
that two thirds of the votes were neceflary for a 
canonical election. At the time I am fpeaking 
of, there were only iixteen cardinals in. Rome ; 
eleven French, one Spanifh, and four Italians. 
The Romans>,notwi thftanding their pafiion for 
liberty, and their hatred to their mailers, were 
defirous of having a pope who would refide in- 
Rome, becaufe they hated the French and Ger- 
mans ft ill more than they did the popes, and 
becaufe the prefence of the pontiff always drevr 
riches to the city. The people, in this rroodi 
threatened to deftroy the cardinals, if they gave 
them a foreigner for pope. Thefe menaces had 
ftich an effe«£t on the, cardinal- elcftors, that 
j^ they chofe Brigano bifhop of Barri, a 
^^ Neapolitan, v^ho took the name of Ur- 
ban. This was a morofe and paiEonate man, 
confequcntly very unfit for fuch a dignity"; and 
no fooner was he inftalled, than he declared in 

full 
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fbll confiftory, that he would punifli the kings 
oF France and England, Charles the Wife, and 
Edward HI. who, he faid, were difturbers of. 
all chriftendom by their quarrels. Cardinal 
de la Grange^^a man of as violent ^ temper as 
tfie pope hinruelf, (baking his fift at him, tolJ. 
him he lied: thefe two words involved Europe 
in a confufioH, which lafted forty years^ 

Moft of the cardinals, even the Italians them- 
fclves, {hocked at the brutal difpofiiion of a. 
perfoh fo unfit for governing, withdrew into' 
the kingdom of Naples?, where Ihey declared 
the eledlion of a pope made by violence, to be, 
ipfofaSfo^ null and void j and proceeded unani- 
moufly to the ele^flion of a new pontiff. Oa 
this occafion, the French cardinals had the un-' 
cfommon fatisfli6t4on of outwitting their Itali^ia 
brethren. They, promifed the tiara to each. 
Itaian in particular, and, after all ejed^ed Ro-^ 
bert ion to Amadeus count of Geneva, who, at 
bis promotion, took the name ofClement VIL^ 

Uport this Europe became divided. The em- - 
peror Charles IV. England, Flanders, and 
Hungary acknowledged Urban, who was alfo^ 
obeyed in Rome and Italy. France, Scotland,, 
Savoy, and Lorraine, declared for Clement. ^ 
All the religious orders were divided : the doc- * 
tors allwrote; and the univerfities iffued out de- 
crees. The two popes treated each other as 
Antichriils and ufurpers, and proceeded to mu-. 
tual excommunication. But what rendered 
this difpute truly horrible was,* that they fought^ 
with the complicated fury of a civil and a reli- 
gious war. A body of troops vvrhich 
Clement^s nephew had raifed in Gaf- 379 
cony and Bnttany, marched into Italy, fur-^ 

prifed 
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prifed the cjiy.of Rome, aj^d in the &di traaP 
ports of their fury^ put every .one they met wi^h» 
to thefword. But the popple, of Rome recovei^iofi:; 
from their furprife^ quicUy raUi^» and tunyn^ 
upon them, killed every ma^ found within the^ 
walls ; after which they .murdered every French, 
prieft they could meet with. Soon after thi5>, 
another ai:my of pope Clemeot's, which hadi 
been raifed in the kingdom of Napl^s,^ appe^ured 
within afew miles ofRome^ and o^red hattta^ 
to Urbao's foxces. 

£a,ch of thefe ajnnie^ carried, the k^y« of St*, 
Peter in their enfigns. Clejnejtt's troops we» 
defeated j but the quarxel did not end. hcrc^i 
this difpute xK>t being confined wholly to the iskr* 
terefts of the two poiitifFs. Urban feemg hia^ 
f^If vidiorious, was refolved ta beftaw- tb^^ 
kingdom of Naples on his nephew ; ^aad foSi 
«iat pmr|K)fe, depofed queen Joan> the prp^ecs-. 
trefs of his nv4 Cleme^ty. who h^d IPAf rieigpcfl 
kk Naples, with vaciQUS.fuQceiSi suid aitfi^Ufiarfb^ 
putatipn. 

! Theprecedt9gchapti(rhas^i)iewAMliithJsp»iiiiN 
cefs o^urdeared by hef owfiAiQhwk^ oft JOl^ 
tng.zo^ with whfm popi^.ljrlsw nfti^' W9ii|(f4jt<^ 
divide tbet kingdom of Napky,. ^Ht thi^ u(m|^ 
er, when in qiuetpoi^iCpn of th« throoie^ mm^ 
far from keepmg hi« promife tp a.pcipf) w^ 
h^d it not in his power to oblige. hun;to4o i(. 

Urba^ w)v^ l^d nK>r^. warmth th^p. ppl|«^«. 
hai the imATHdencc^to pay a vi^^t^tcthi^vafidi. 
ipferiar as ne waS: in- ftreogthi a«id. attosiMtf 
hujL with a. flender retii^f^ ThC; an^wH. c«rft^' 
monial obliged thckiiig^ to kifs; the pcy;^*>s fce^K 
ai^d. hold hi? horfe by tb« hridt^ DurauQ^ 

Cju^foxxn^ tp. qntj: <yi»; of ttefisL w^ttoaiHes^i^ 

he 
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h« took hoId^oC the bridle, but it was^ to con-*. 
dixA the pope to: pfifon, . Urb^n wasi detaiacA 
fer fomc tioje in confinement, continually nc-' 
iptiatifig with hi& vai&l^ who treated. hinEt.u]imer 
times with refpetSl, and at others with con- 
tempt. The pope at length found means to 
e/cape froti^ his confiiipmenti and retired to the* 
little town ofNocera; there he ailombjed the 
fcattered remains of his* court, ^ His cardinals^ 
andfome of the blihops were Ho tired with his-, 
naproile temper, and ilill mpre with bi» mi$for^ 
tunes, than they concerted. meaAirei at Nocer% 
fop quitting huOf in order to remove to Rome>. 
ajfKi there make.choice of a^p^fon more worthy^ 
o/ beariog.tbe pontifical dignity. Urbtan, ha*^^ 
ving. had notiee of their dei^n, cauibd them all, 
tfirb^put to the tortKire in his profence. Being;; 
i^n ^Uiged ta fly from Na^e^, he retired tOr 
tlMS cily ol Geaoai,. wha fent fome. g^fleys ta 
e&ort.hiqpu Up dr;agged along, with htm ^ei» 
poor cardinals and buhops in tEdt maimed cpur^ 
ditiMt and bound. in.d^ini» Qr»e of the bit* 
4m>ph Mi dead witK tlK. tpi(ture« he had un^ 
dMgonty not being: aUe to( get on ib^c^fo. fopn^ 
a^^^dape pi»pe cboA:nfrAiouldi,thal:GCMeVpoAit^ 
onb^r/od him to be^murdeced by ^. way« ^j 
fooa as'he. arrived at Oenoa9 he^ got rid of thofc^ 
cafdinak,. bis^ prifoners, by. djif&rent kinds, ofi 
mniibmeiiU.' We h^ve heard ofCaligulas an<k& 
x^ro&, who: were guilty, of <:rim^ like theie^ 
but they met with ; the puniibment^^ they de^ 
flyrvedy and Urban died p«c»Wy at ^ 
Kome* IJia creature and.; pwrfeputof,, 5?^. 
CtMJrlea<Durfi»ea,< wa^r moreunferCHpalie ; for^, 
haviog.niadft aA^eicpediUAftintaiiwigaj^ft, miht 
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^ defign to feize a crown that did not belong 
to him, he was there murdered: 

The death of pope Urban ought in all ap- 
bearance to have put an end to the civil war j 
but the Romans were far from acknowledging 
Clement. Thus the fchifm was kept up on' 
both fides. The Urbanifts chofe Perin To- 
riiafel, and he dying, they pitched upon cardi- 
nal Melrorati. The Clementios chofe Peter 
of Arragon to fucceed Clement, who died in 
jf 3go. Never had any pope kfe authority in 
Rome than Meliorati ; and Peter Luna in a 
fliort time was only the fhadow of a pope at 
Avignon. The Romans, who ftill aimed at 
dtablifhing the municipal form of government, 
expelled Meliorati, after a gi'eat deal of blood- 
flied, though they ftiU acknowledged hiia-^a^ 
pope i and the French, who had acknowledged 
* Peter Luna, befiegcd him in hilsdty of 

^ ^ Avignon, where they afterwards de- 
tained him prifoner. 

The afltmbly of the ftates of France formed (b 
prudent a refolution during thefe times of trouble - 
and confufion, tjiat I am furprifed it wias not 
followed by other nations. They acknowledged 
neither of the popes, but each diocefe was govern- ' 
cd by its proper bifliop ; they remitted no an-* 
nates, and owned no refervations nor exemp- ' 
tions ; fo that Rome had reafon to fear left 
that admmiftration which lafled foipc yfears, 
ftould havie continued for ever. 

Lima, previous to hts eleftion, had promifcd 
to refign bis dignity, if neceffary for the fake 
of peace, but did not keep *his word. A noble' 
Venetian, jiamed Corario, whom- they ekSed- 
at Rome, took the feme oath, and kept it no 

better* 
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better. The cardinals on both fides being at 
length heartily tired of the general, as well as 
private quarrels with which the difpute about 
the triple crown was attended, agreed to call 
a general council at Pifa. Accordir\gly they 
met, and twenty* four cardirials, twenty^lik 
archbifliops, a hundred and niriety-two biftiops, 
two hundred and eighty nine abbots, deputies 
from all the univerfities, as alfo of the chapters 
of one hundred and two metropolitan chu/ches, 
together with three hundred doftors of divinity, 
the grand-mafler of Malta, and the ambaila* 
dors of all the Chriftian princes were prefcnt at 
this aflembly. Here they made a new 
pope, named Peter Pjiilargi, who took '^ 9 
the name of Alexander V. But the fruit of 
this great council was, that three popes, or 
rather antipopes, ftarted up inftead of two. 
The emperor Rodolph'refufed to acknowledge 
this council \ fo that the confufion was greater 
than ever. 

We cannot forbear lamenting the hard fate 
:of Rome, who had a bifliop and a prince im- 
pofed upon her againfther will ; and a body of 
French troops now came, under the command 
of Tanegui du Chatel, to compel l>er to receive 
a third pope. Corario the Venetian transferred 
his refidence to Gaieta, where he put himfelf 
under the protecSion of Charles Durazzo, whom 
we call Launcelot, and who then reigned in 
Naples ; and Peter Luna removed his fee to 
Perpignan. Rome was facked, but to little pur- 
ppfe for the third pope, who died by the way ; 
and from the politics, which prevailed at that 
tinie, every body believed him poilbned. 

The cardinals . of the council of Pifa, who 
i had 
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had elected liim, being mafters of Rome, tiK^ 
trhoTe in his place Balth^ar Col^a, a Neapo*^ 
litan. This Balthazar was a military man; lot 
had foFmcfty been aCorfair, and had aiftinguSfli* 
ed himfelf during the troubles t^hidi "ftill conti* 
nued to fubiift bbtween Charles Duta2zo artd the 
houfe.of Anjou : afterwards, being made legat^ 
in Germany, he grew rich by felting indul- 

fenties, an^ bought a Cardinal's' hat, for Which 
e paid a high price; nor did he purchafe it a 
cheaper rate die favours of his naiftrefs, Catha- 
rine, whom he had taken away from her huf- 
band. Perhaps fuch a pope was the fitteft for 
ftome in her prefent fituation, when fhe ftoocl 
more in need of a foldier t1iin a divine. 

From the time of Urban V. the rival popes 
went on negotiating and excommunicating, 
and all their politics centered in extorting ma- 
jiey ; but this pontiff went to war. He was 
acknowledged by France, and the gfeatdl part 
of Europe, by the name of John aXIU. He 
had no occafion to fear the pope of Perpignan i 
but the pops of Gaieta was fomewhat more 
formidable, as being proteftcd by the king of 
Naples. John however colle(fts a body of 
troops, publiflies a crufade a^ainft Launcelot 
(or Charles Durazzo) king of Naples, furniflieJs 
Lewis of Anjou with arms, and beftows on 
him the inveftiture of Naples j and a battfe 
is foon after fought on the banks of the Gari- 
liano, in which John's party proved victorious : 
but gratitude making no part of the virtues of a 
fdvereign, and reaforis of ftate being ftfopger 
than any other confiderations, the pope recalhsd 
the inveftiture he had beftowed dn Levids df 
Anjoii, though his bcnefai^or) and the revenger 

of 
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f>f his axxkj ftu'd dc^knO^^^ged'Latfncelot :is 
king, on' condition he' fliould deKvcr tip die Ve- 
4}6tiiai Coraiio. 

liatocetet,; on' his fldc^ mtot wiBifig to fofftr 
John to grow too powerful, ' let pope Corario 
icfcapc; arid that poktiff, after wandermg aboat 
•fome tkxtty ferlred to the caiSd^ of Rimini, whidi 
belonged to Malatefta, one of the petty tjrriftu 
of Italy. From hence, though ftibfiftmg whoHy 
on the benevolence of this nobleman, and ac- 
'knowledged only by the duke of Bavaria, he 
cj^communicated all the princes of Europe, 2ind 
Caikddin the ftik of fovereign of the "World. 

John XXIIL the only lawful pope, as having 
been eled^d ^d adcnowledgedljy the cardinals 
of the cotfndl of Pifa, and fuccceded to the pope 
chofen by 'the fame council, was the only pope 
in fa£t : hut as he had betrayed his bene&do/, 
Lewis of Anj6u, fo Launcelot, whofe benefac- 
tor he had been, betrayed him Ih like manner ; 
4»id, upon finding hirtvfelf fucccfsful, aimed at 
the fovereignty of Rome. Accordingly he fur- 
.pififed llhis unhappy city, and John had hardly 
time to make his efcape. It was fortunate for 
him then, that there Were free cities in Italy. 
To throw himfelf, like Corario, into the arms 
of one 6f the petty tyrants, would have been 
^^iftaking himfelf a flave; he therefore put himfelf 
binder the proteftion of the people of Florence, 
who fought at the fsimc time igainft Launcelot 
for their liberties and for the pope. ^ 

Launcclot*s army however was on" the poiht 

of prevailing, and the pope faw«^ himfelf fhut up in 

Bologna. In this extremity he had recourfe to 

l;he emperor Sigifmond, who was come inta 

. I^y to condude a ti«aty with the Venetians^ 

Sigifmond, 
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5igifniond,"as emperor, had an opportunity of 
exalting his own power by the humiliation of 
the popey but, on the other hand,, he was the 
natural enemy of Lauiidelot,* the tyrant of Italy. 
John propofes to him, to form a league and 
affemble a council, the oiie. to expel the con^ 
raon enemy, and the other to confirm his own 
right to the pontificate. A council was in faft 
become neceflary, that of Pifa having ordered 
one to be called at the end of three years. Ac- 
cordingly' Sigifmond and John ifliied their joiiit 
proclamation, for the holding of this council in 
the little city of Conftance. But Launcelot 
oppofed his vi6i:orious army to thefe iiegocia- 
tlons, and nothing but. an extraordinary turn 
of affairs could deliver the emperor and the 
pope from their critical fituation : this hap- 
pened by the death of Lauiicelot, who 
^ ^ yielded up his breath at the age* of forty, 
in fudden and moft excruciating pains, and the 
cuftom of poifoning was at that time but too 
frequent. 

John XXIII. thus delivered from his moft 
implacable enemy, and having now only the 
emperor and the council to fear, v/anted to put 
off the meeting of this high aflemblj, which 
may not improperly be ftiled the fenate of Eu- 
rope, and has the power of judging the fupreme 
pontiffs ; but the nieeting was proclaimed, the 
emperor prefTed for its fitting, and thofe who 
had a right to ajflift at it were haftening fropi 
. ail parts to take pofTeflion of the auguft title of' 
arbitrators of Chriftendom. 



CHAP. 
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CHAR LX. 

The Council of CONSTANCE. 

ON the weftern bank of the lake of Con- 
ftance ftands the town of that name, 
faid to have been built by Conftantine. This 
place Sigifmond pitched upon as the theatre 
where this great fcene was to be aded* Never 
had there been a more numerous .convocation 
than that, of Pifa : it was however exceeded by 
this of Conftance. 

• Befides the crowd of prelates and doctors who 
aflifted at thfs council, there were twenty-eight 
great vaflals of the empire prefent, and the em- 
peror himfelf conftantly attended, as did the 
eledors of Mentz, Saxony^ the Palatine, and 
Brandenburg, with the dtikes of Auftria and 
Bavaria, and twenty-feven ambafladors from 
the feveral courts of Europe, and eviery oiie of 
tbefe vied with the other in kixury and magni-^ 
ficence j as appears by the number of gold- 
fmiths, amounting to fifty, who^ with all their- 
workmen, came to fettle in Conftance during the 
lifting of the council* 

There were likewife five hundred players 
on inftrumemts caUed in thofe times minflrek;"^ 
and feven hundred and eighteen : courtezans, * 
who were proteded by the magiftracy. They • 
were obliged to build ^ number of woodeil huts ' 
to lodge all the minifters to luxury and incon^' 
tmence ; which thefe lords, rather than fathers, ' 
of the council brought in their train. No one .' 
was afhamed of thefe practices, as they were 
now a& publicly authorized in every ftate, as 
Vol.11. M they 
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they had formerly been with moft of the an- 
tient nations^ On this occafion the church of 
France allowed every archbifhop it fent to the 
counci) t;^. fr^lcs a day (which is eqUivUetit 
to fifty livres of our prcfent currency,) eight to 
a biihopf fiye to m abbot> and 4lree to a 
dpiSori, ' 

. Before. I ^oceed to take a view df what 
p^d ifi thi9 alifembly of the Chriftiah fiates» I 
judge it neceiary to mak^ a ibort recapitulation 
of the pvincipal fovereigos wlio r^eigned at thai 
tioie ip Eurof^f with tbe.ftajte: and condition of. 
their refpe£live dominions. 

Sigifiaaood. joined to the imperial dignity the 

cfOWA of Hungaiy% He had been un^ccefaful 

againft Bajazet the famous fukan of tiie 

1393 Turks ; fo that Hungary being drained^ 

and Germany divided, they were both 

tlireatened with the Mahometan yoke. He had 

bfsen ftill worfis ufed by his own fubjeds than 

l^ the Turk$» The Hungarians bad imprifon- 

ed hjips and offered hia crown to Launcelot^ * 

king of Naples; but having efcaped 

141Q frcyn hi^ confinement, he retrieved his 

.. affairs. 10 Hungary, and was afterwards 
choiien head of the empire* 

; In Fi^aace the unhappy Cbarle» VL who had 
bew felled with a frensy,- enjoyed only fhcs 
name of king ) and his relations, employed in : 
difmembefing the kingdom to ferve their owii - 
priva^q purpofe«9 wece verv littLs attentive ta 
wha( pa^4 9t the council : it was however 
their ifilerieft that the empecor Aiould not ap^ 
pe;^; tQ he the iiiafter of Europe. 

Ferdinand^- 
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FerdEitofid, who governed the kin|dcmi of 
Arragon, fbppoftcd the interefts of his pope^ 
Peter Luna* 

John IL krng of Caftile, had no inAuence 
t>n the affairs of Europe ; but he ftill efpoufed 
Luna's claim, and was mailer of Navarre* 

Henry V. krng of England, being taken up^' 
as we fliall fliew hereafter, with the' cbnqueil 
t3f France, wiflicd to fee the potilifi^ial pci^^ 
fo humbled and reduced, that it might never 
-agaiiii be able to impofe a trH)ute on England,' 
nor interfere with litt rights and pnwiegee ei 
crowned beadsv 

Rome, who had been dieliieered from ike 
Frencb ^oop», but ftill faw them m poi^ffikm 
of thecalbleof St. Angelo^ and was^obligedto' 
ftibmit to Jahvk XXliL hated her pope, and 
feared the emperor^ • < 

The cities of Italy were lb dirided- tUatthey* 
were hardly of any weight in' the ballance :' 
«nd Vcmee^ who i^fpired at the fovereignty of • 
Italy, took advantages of thQ troubliBs of €htiC> 
country and ©f thofe of the d^urolh 

The duke of Bavaria, that he mighc a£ki 
fome part-on this ^and the^re, protend Pope- 
' Corrario, who had taken rdiige in the caflleof 
Rimini ; and Frederick, duke of Auilnai wfco> 
was fecredy an enemy to the cmpeixyr^ irhoughie^ 
twily how So fniftrate his defigns. — 1 

Sigifmond made himfelf maftor oi* the ooUii>-- r 
cil, by^lzcing ibktMs rouM tlieeity of €bh-' 
ftawce, under the l^ecfious {ffeteKto£ providing: 
for the fai^y of the fediers; 

It would have been much better ifor John 

XXIIL to have returned to Rome^ where he 

ceuld have been maibr, than t& h^ive pve hini^ 

M 2 felf 
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fclf in the power of an emperor who was a%lc 
to ruin bim.: he entered into, a confederacy 
with the duke of Auftria, the archbifliop ot 
Mentz, and the duke of Burgundy, which 
completely ruined him* The emperor from that 
inftant became his enemy ; and infifted, not- 
\^ithftahdtng his being a lawful pope, that he 

ihoiud laydjown the tiara as well as: 
J4i.5 Luna and Corjario, This he folcninly 

promifed to dp, and repented his pro* 
ixiife the moment after ; lor he now found him- 
fclf a prifoner in the midft of that very council 
where he fate as prefident. He had now no 
refource left but to make his efcape ; but the 
emperor caufed him to be narrowly watched. 
Tht duke (tf Auftria^ who w.as defirous to fa^ 
vour the pope's flight, .could noyt think, of any 
better way to efFeft it than by gmn^ the coun- 
cil the diverfibn of a tournament, in the midft 
of the hurry and confufion ufual on thefe occa- 
•fions, the pope made his efcape. in the difguife of 
a poAHlion ; and the duke of Auftria fet ont 
inmiediately after him* They both retired into » 
a part of ^wifTerland which ftill helonged to 
thehoufe.of Auftria- The duke of £urgundy. 
Was likewife ready to protect the pope. Tbjs 
duk^ was very powerful, both on account of 
his great pofteffions, and the authority he had* 
in ^ance. Thus a new fchifm was on tbc » 
point of being kindled. Th« bead^ of religious 
orders who werie in the |K>pe's ifltercft, were 
already rehiring froni Conftance, and the coun- - 
cil by this turn of afFairs might have become . 
an alTembly of rebels. Sigifmond, who had 
been unfortunate on fo many occafions, proved 
fuccefsful in this. He had, as we have already 

obferved^ 
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obferved^ a body of troops at hand; v,^irh thefe 
he made himfelfm after of all the duke of Au- 
ftria's territories in Alface, Tyrol, and Swifler- 
land. This brought the dulce back to the 
council, where he afked par<ton on his knees of 
the emperor, and promifed in the moft folemn 
mannner, never for the future to undertake any 
thing contrary to his will; and refigned all his 
dominions to him, to be difpofed of as he 
(hould think proper, in cafe of infidelity. The 
empecor upon this gave the duke his hand, and 
pardoned him, on condition he would deliver up 
the perfon of the pope. 

The fugitive pontifF is accordingly fetzed at 
Frihourg,' and conveyed to a neighbouring, 
caftle. In the mean time the council proceed-^ 
ed to his triah. 

He was charged with baVing fold benefices^ 
and relicks ; with poifoning the pope his prede- 
ceflbr ; with having murdered a number of in- 
nocent perfons:; in fliort, he was accufed of 
the moft impious licentioufnefs,. and of the 
high.eft exeefs of debauchery, even of fodomy 
9nd blafphemy :-, they however fupprefled fifty- 
five articles of theverbat procefs, which they 
thought reflected too grjeat an infamy 
on the pontifical charafter. At length, 29th. 
the fentence of his.deppfitioii was read May 
■in the prefence. of the eipperor. This 141 5 
fentence imported, that the council re- 
fefved.to itfelf the power of punifliing the pope 
for his crimes,, accqrding to juftice or mercy. 

John XXIIL who had formerly given fuchj 
groofs of courage both by fea and land, was atl 
Eefignation when they came to read his fentence 
tp him in: prifon. The empcrot kept bira prt-. 
•^ M 3 (bnea 
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fon^r three years at Manheim, where he treat- 
ed him with fuch feverity, that the public began 
to coropaiSonate him more for his fuffierings^ 
.than it had even hated him- for his crimes. 

The council having thus depofed the true 
pope, wanted the fenunciations of thofe who 
pretended to the pontificate ; Corrario fent them, 
.his, but the proud Spaniard Luna would nevei! 
.yield. The council found nodiiEculty in dc-. 
pofmg him j but it was an affair of greater im.- 
portance to fix. upon the choice of one to fuc*. 
•ceed him. Tiie cardinals claimed the right of 
eleSion as immediately vefied in themfelves ;. 
.^nd the coururii, aa reprcfentatives of the whole. 
Chriftian church, pretended likcwife to the feme 
right. The prefent queftion was about giving 
a head to the church, and a fovereign to Kpme., 
Jt was but' juft that thccardinLali, whp conftir 
tuted the jxrivy coiundl of this Ibvereigo, and' 
the fathers of the general council^ who afled in 
conjunilion with them a$ Feprefentatives of the- 
.cliurcb, £hould with them enjoy an equal rigKt^ 
of fuffj:age. Thirty deputies of thc; 
141 7 council, joined with the cardinals in, 
unanimfiufly ele<£line Otho Coloijna of 
that fame family who had been excommuni- 
cated by pope cpniface VIII. to the fifth ge- 
,neration. 

This pope, who after his election changed; 
his illuftriofjs name for that of Martin, po&f- 
Jed all the qualities of a prince, with the virtues, 
of a bifliop* 

Never had the inauguration of a pontiff* been 

attended with greater pomp. He went in pron 

. cciEon to the church, mounted on a white pair 

frey^ the expperor and the count . palatine on, 

• * foot. 
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#00*, leading it by the reins, a rranreroiis rroud 
of princes, and all the members of the council 
cloi'ed the train. When he arrived in the churchy 
the triple crown was put on his head, which 

. the popes had worn for upwards of two centuries.. 
The fathers of this council did not originally 
meet about the depofing a pope ; their prin- 
cipal view feemed to be the reformation of the 
church, at leaft this was the chief defign of 
Oerfon and the deputies of the u^verfity of 
Paris. 

There kad been great complaints made in this 
council for above two years againft the annates,, 
or firft fruits, the exemptions, the refervations, 
and the taxes impofed by the popes on the 
clergy, for the profit of the holy fee, and againft 
the torrent of vice with, which the church w^s 
at that time.overSowed.. But how xiid this fo 
much defired reformation end ? Pope Martin 

':declared,.Firft, that no^ exemptions ought to be 
gramed, without fKewing juft caufe. Secondly, 
that an enquiry (hould be made into the reunited* 
benefices. Thirdly^ that the- revenues of vacant 
churches fhould be difpofed of according to 
common law. Fourthly, he made an inefiFeaual 
prohibition of fimony. Fifthly, he ordered, that 
for the future,, tbofe who had benefices, fliould 
be diftinguifhed by the tonfurei Sixthly, he 
forbade the celebrating of mafs in a lay habit. 
Thefe were the laws promulgated by the moft 
folemn aflchibly in the uniterfe. 

Gerfon evea found great difficulty in getting 
the following propofitions condemned, viz. that; 
in fome cafes the aflfafiinataon of a perfon may- 
become a virtuous z.A ; that it is more merito>- 
i^QU^ in. a. kni^t than in a fquire, and farr 
ML 4 more 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



248 Of JOHN HUS, &c. 

more in a prince than in a knight. This 
dpdrine of aiFaflination had been maintained in 
France by one John Petit, a doflior of the uni- 
verfity of PariS) upon the occafion of the murder 
of the king's own brother. The council for a 
long'timie evaded Gerfon's petition; at length it 
was obliged tocondemn this do(9rine of murder, 
though without nientioning the cordelier John 
Petit's name. 

Such is the idea which I thought neceiTary to 
form to myfelf of the feveral political views of 
the council of Conftance j the fires which were 
afterwards lighted up by a religious zeal, are t»f - 
a different nature. 

j<to jd» u. »i» 1^ il« -^ -.ti- ih- 1^ *if itr %lf rJn *!* "if ijf Ik" 'if Ttrlt "if iilf ilf iJf "fe "if ^ "tr •^ •^ 

CHAR LXL 

Of JOHN HUS, and of JEROM of 
Prague. 

THE portrait of general hiftory, which 
has hitherto been exhibited to our view, 
evinces the profound ftate of ignorance in which 
the weflei'n world was plunged. The nations 
fubje£l^to the Roman empire, were, uix>n the 
defolution of that empire, reduced to a ftate of 
barbarifm j the other nations had always con- 
' tinued fo. Reading and writing were fciences 
very little known before the time of Frederick II. 
: arid the famous benefit of the clergy, by which 
.a criminal condemned to die, obtained his 
pardon, if he could read, is the mofl flriking proof 
of the flupidity of the times. From the g»eat 
•ignorance of the people, the clergy and monks 

bad. 
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liad, ' by the means of a little knowledge, efpe- 
dally in religious matters, acquired that kin A 
of authority over their minds, which a fupe- 
riority of underftandiiag naturally gives a maftep 
Over his fcholars j and from this authority they 
derived all their power. There was not a bifhop. 
in Germany^ or in the North, who was not a 
petty fovereiga;. not one in Spain, France, oc 
England, but was poflefled of, or difputed with 
their prince,., part of the regal rights. Almoft 
every abbot was become a prince; and the popes,, 
though profecuted on all fides, , were kings over 
all thofe fovereigns. At length, through the 
vices attendant upon luxury, and the diforders" 
which follow ambition, the greateft part of thefe 
abbots and bifhops were, themfelves reduced ta 
the fame ignorant ftate with the laity. The 
univerfities of Bologna, Paris,, and Oxford, 
which had been founded, in the thirteenth ceri-? 
tury, ftill cominued to cultivate that learning; 
which the clergy, too much occupyed with their 
riches, had not thought . worth their while to 
preferve. 

The doftors of thefe univerfities, who were 
only doflors, foon exclaimed agaiofl: the fcan- 
dalous lives of .the reft of the clergy j and the 
defire of diftioguifliing themfelves, led them to 
the examination of thofe myfteries, which for 
the public good ihould never have been, un- 
veiled. 

He who rent this veil with the greateft fury, 
was John Wickliff, a doSor of the univerfity of 
Oxford. This man preached and wrote while 
Urban V. and Clement ravaged the church by 
their fchifm, and were pubWhingcrufades againft 
€*ch other. He pretended that what France had 
M 5 done. 
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done only for a time, in refafing to acknowledge 
any pope, fhould be carried into a perpetual 
lew. This opinion was embraced by many of 
the Engliih lords ; who had for a long time 
beheld with indignation, their country treated 
as a mere province of Rome ; but it was as vi-« 
goroufly oppofed by all thofe who bad a ibare 
in the emoluments arifing from this fubmiffion. 

WicklifF was not fo much proteSed m hi» 
theology as in his politics ; he revived the old 
opinions of Berangerius, which had been for* 
merly profcribed, and maintained, that nothing, 
is to be believed, that is in itfeif contradictory 
er impoffible ; that no accident can fubfift. 
without a fubje£t $ in a word, that the bread and 
wine in the eucharift, ftill continue after con- 
fecration to be bread and wine. He was alfo 
ibr aboliihing confeffion, indulgencies, and the 
church hierarchy. What the Vaudois only 
taught infecreC, he publifhed openly ^ and hij 
dodrine-was itearty the fame as that of the pro^ 
trftants, who appeared a century after him, and 
of a fe<^ which had been eftablifhed a long timq 
before. 

His dofbine was condemned by the univerfitf 
of Oxford, and by the biibopsand clergy ; but 
this did not hinder its fpreading. His. books, 
though obfcure and ill written, were every 
^here circulated, by the jnere dint of curiofity^ 
which the fubje^ of the difpute, and the bold-*- 
ntfs of the author, had raifed in all degrees of 
pcoplcy and which received no little weight 
from his unfpotted manners, and purity .of life. 
His works made their way into Bohemia, a 
country newly rifen out of b'arbarifm, and which 
from die groiTcft ignorance, bad arrived at 

jtnother 
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another fpecies of it, at that time called 
erudition, ' 

The emperor Charles IV. the lawgiver of 
Germany and Bohemia, had founded the uni«- 
verfity at Prague, on the fame model as that at 
Paris. In this univcrfity, which in the begin- 
ning of the fifteenth century, contained not left- 
than 200do ftudcnts, the Germans had three 
voiced in all deliberations, and the Bohemian^ 
only one. John Hus, a native of Bohemia^ 
who had attained to the degree of batchelor iit 
that academy, and was confeffor to queen 
Sophia of Bavaria^ wife to Wcnceflaus, ob- 
tained of that princefs, that for ttie future, hid 
countrymen (hould have three votes, and the 
Germans only one. Thefe latter, incenfed at 
this change, withdrew from the univerfity, and 
became fo many irreconcileable enemies to John 
Hus. At the fame time fome of Wickliff*s 
works had fallen into his hands ; and though h^ 
totally rejeftcd the fpecularive doiSbine contained 
in them,. he adopted the author's paffiohate in^ 
veftives againft the fcandalous lives of the popes 
and the bifhops, agninfl: the excommunication^ 
thundered out with fuch levity and fary, and in 
fine againft all ecclefiaftical poA^er, in which 
neither he norWickliff had properly diftingwfbed 
between the rights and the ufurpations. Thi* 
ftcp made him many more enemies, but at the 
fame time it procured him a number of pro- 
leftors, cfpecialiy the queen, whofe fpirkual 
dire6>ot he was. . He was accuf<^d before John 
XXIII. and fummoned to appear in the yeai* 
141 1, ,which fuinmon« he did not obey. - I» thd 
M 6 meaiv 
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•mean time the council of Confiande 
24 14 aflembled, which was to pronounce judg- 
ment upon the popes, and the opinions 
of men ; hither he was alfo fummoned, th* 
-emperor himfelf writing to the court of Bohe- 
raia^'to defire he might he fent to give an ac- 
count of his do<Strine« 

John Hus, /ull of confidence, repaired to 
the council,, from whence both he and the pope 
ought to have kept away. He arrived there, 
accompanied by feveral Bohemian gentlemen, 
and many of his difciples, and what is moft 
remarkable, he came with the emperor's fafe-^ 
conduct, daied the i8th ofOAober, 14149 ancl 
drawn up in the fullefi and mod favourable 
terms ; but no fooner was he arrived, than he 
was committed to clofe confinement, and the 
council proceeded to try him at the fame time 
with the pope. He like the pope made his ef- 
cape> and like him was brought back again^ 
and they were both confined for fome time in 
the fame pribn. 

. At^ length he appeared before the council-^ 
loaded with chains,. axKl was examined con* 
cerning feveral paflfages in his writings. It is 
certain that any man may be ruined by wrefling 
the meaning of his words. What teacher, 
what writer is fure of his life,, if we condemn 
to the flames, a perfon who fays, <' That there 
is but one catholic church, which contains all 
the predefined in. its bofom ; that a reprobate 
is not a member of this church ; that the tempo- 
ral lords ought to oblige the priefta to obferve 
the law 5 and that a wicked pope is not a vicar 
^f JefusChrift?" 
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•_ And yet thefe and no other, were the propofitions 
maintained byJohnHus, and which he explained 
in fuch a manner, as might have acquitted him, 
bad not the council put Uich a fehfe upon them, 
as was found neceilkry to condemn him. ^ 
you do not believe the univerfale a parte reiy 
faid one of the fathers ta him,, you do not hft- 
lieve in the real prefence. What a method of 
arguing was this ! And on ' how precarious a 
thing did men's lives at that time depend ! 

Hus had not embraced any of thofe propof 
fitions of WicklifF, which now divide the pro- 
teftants from the church of Rome *, and yet he 
was condemned to perifh^by the flames. Upon 
inquiry intoi the caufe of fu^h an ej^ecution, I 
could never find it to be any other than that 
fpirit of obftinacy, which is generally imbibed 
in the fchools. "The fathers of the council were 
determined that Hus ihould retra£l his opinion, 
and Hub, on his fide, perfuaded that he was in 
the right, would not acknowledge himfelf in an 
error. The emperor,, moved with compaifion, 
fold to him, " What harm is there in abjuring 
errors falfely attributed to you ? I am ready this 
moment to abjure all kind of errors ; does it 
follow from thence, that I have held them ?/' 



* Surely this mufl be a mii^ake in our s^uthor. John Hus 
adopted the doftrines of WicklifF, who- maintaiAed that the 
bread and wine in the eucharift, was not the real fubftance | 
and that the church of Rome was not fupreme over all churches ji 
two of the moft elTential articles of the protefiant faith. The 
Hufiites were in particular fo tenacious with refped to the cup 
m the communion, that cups were painted in their churches^ 
houfes, and even on their colours \ fo as to give rife to the folt 
Jowin^ diftich r 

Tot piagis calices Boemorum terra per urhes, 
Ut credas Bacchi numina fola coli* 

Hus 
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Hus however remained inflexible. He ih^ 
monftrated the difFerence between a general ab- 
juration of errors, and retracing an opinion as, 
an error, and chofe rather to be burnt than ac- 
knowledge that he had been in the wrong. 

The council were as* obftrnate as himfelf ;c 
but his obftinacy in rufliing ta certain death, 
was fomething heroic ; whereas that of con- 
demning him to the flames was an adt of great- 
cruelty. The emperor^ notwithftanding the, 
faith of the fafe-condud he had granted him^. 
ordered the elector palatine to fee him carried to 
execution ; and he was accordingly burnt alive,^ 
in the prefence of the elefior, chaunting out 
hymns of praife to the divinity, till the flames^ 
ftifled his voice. 

Some months afterwards, the council exer- 
cifcd the fame fevcrity againft a difciplc and 
friend of John Hus, named Jerom, whom 
we commonly call Jerom of Prague. This, 
mat! was greatly fuperior in undcrftanding and 
eloquence to Hus. He at firft had fubfcribed to 
the condemnation of bfs matter^ do6trine ; but 
being informed with what greatncfs of fouL 
Hus had encountered death, he was afliamed to. 
furvivc him, and having* made a public re* 
traftion, he was configned to the flames,, 

Poffgio the Florentine, fecretary to John 
XXIIi, and one of the firil r^fiorers of letters^. 
who was prefent at his examinations and execii«» 
tion, fays, that he never beard any thing that • 
approached (o nearly to the eloquence of the 
Greeks and Romans, as the fpeech which Je- 
fom mad^ to his judges. '* He fpoke, fays he,, 
like Socrates, and w^ked to the ftake with as 

much . 
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much cheariultiefs as that great philofopher; 
drank the cup of hemlock/* 

S'wice Poggio himfelf has* made this compa*^ 
rifon, let it be permitted me to add, that Socra- 
tes was in fz& condemned upon much the fame 
account as John Hus and Jerom of Prague y. 
that of having incurred the hatred of the fo-> 
phifts and ptiefts of his time : but hovr wide? 
the difference between the manners of the A- 
thenian fenate and thofe of the council of Con- 
ftance ; between a cup of gentle poifon, which,. 
far from being attended with thi& parade of 
horror and infamy, fuffers the citizen to die 
quietly in the midft of his friends, and that 
dreadful punifliment by fire, to which the prieftd 
and mtnifters of mercy and peace condemned 
their brethren ; who, though fomewhat too ob- 
ftinate and tenacious in their opinions, were of 
^an exemplary purity of life, and (hewed a for*- 
titude that has been the admiration of po* 
ftcrity ! 

May I be permitted Hkewife to obferve, that 
in the proceedings of thi» council, a man who 
bad been convifted df all manner of crimes^ 
was only divefted of his honours, and two per- 
form accufed of fome few falfe reafontngs, were 
condemned to the flames ! 

Such was the famous council of Conftance, 
which lafted from the ift of November 141 3i 
to the 20th of May 1418. 

Neither the emperor, nor the fathers of the 
council fore&w the confequences of the execu- 
tion of John Hus and Jergm of Prague. Out 
of their alhes arofe a civil war j for the Bohe- 
mians looked upon this a^ion as an aiFront of- 
fered to their whole country ; and imputed the 

death 
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death of their fellow fubjefts to the revenge of 
the Germans who had withdrawn fronfi the unif^ 
\erfity of Prague, They openly reproached 
the emperor with having violated th^ law o{ 
nations : and not long afterwards, 
1419 when Sigifmond attempted. tp fuccced 
his brother Wincei^jus in tb^ king^ 
dom of Bohemia, he found, that though, he 
was emperor and king o£ Hungary, the death 
of two private citizens barred his way to the 
throne of Bohemia. The. av/sngers of Johiv 
Hus amounted tp thje number of 40,oop, and a^ 
fet of favages wJiom the. fevprity of the council 
had rendered wi{d, and let. locNfe in all the (ury>. 
of mad revei^e. 

Every prie^ft they met with attoned with his 
blood for the cruelty of the fathers of tho. 
council of Conflance. John, furo^nxed Zilka,^ 
which {ignil>es One-eyed,^chief in barbarity and 
rank a^cnpng thefe barbariaps, d^f^i^ted. Sigifmond 
in feveral battles. This fame Zifka, having loft 
his only remaining eye in the engagement, ftill 
continued to marph^at the head of hi$ troops^ 
giving his orders, to his generals,, and affifting 
at th^ir vi<9tpries. He commanded his foldiers, ^ 
that after his death they {^ould make a drum oC 
his fkin, which they obeyed ; and.thefe his re? 
mains proved a long time fatal to Sigiihiand, 
who w^ith difficulty, covld. redMce. Bohemia if> 
iixteen years, though aflifled with all the forces 
in Gcrtpany,. and thq terror of crufades. 

Thus he paid for having viols^^ed his fafe? 
condu^,.by fixt;een years of v^ar and d^fobtion* 
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CHAP. LXII. 

Of the State of EUROPE at the Time 
ef the Council of Constance. 

Of ITALY. 

IF we rcfleft upon this council, held under 
the emperor's eye, and in the prefence of (b 
many princes and ambafladors, and alfo on the 
depofition of the fupreme pontiff, and on that 
of the emperor Winceflaus ; we fhall fee that 
the catholic nations of Europe did, in fad, 
form altogether an immenfe, republic, the 
chiefs of which were the pope and the empe- 
ror J and whofe difunited members confifted of 
kingdoms, provinces, and free cities, under 
twenty different governments. 

There was no one public afltiir in which the 
pope and the emperor had not fome (hare : and 
the feveral parts of Chriftendom correfponded 
with each other even in the midft of their diP- 
cords. In fine, Europe was, upon the whole, 
much the fame kind of ftate with antient 
Greece, excepting the difference of politenefs. 

Rome and Rhodes were two cities common 
to all the Chriftians of the Latin communion^ ; 
and the Turkifli fultan was their common ene* 
my. Thefe two chiefs of the cathoKc world, 
the emperor and the pope, had in faft only an 
imaginary' greatnefs, and no real power. If the 
emperor Sigifmond had not been poflefled of 
the kingdoms of Bohemia and Hungary, and 
even from thefe he drew but very inconfiderable 
fupplies, the imperial dignity would have beeo 

rathec 
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rather a burthen to him than otherwife. The 
imperial derfiefncs were all of them alienated, 
and the princes and cities of Germany no longer 
?b}e to pay their fines. The Germanic body was 
at that time alfo free, although not Co well re- 
gulated as it has fince been by the peace of 
Weftphalia. The title of king of Italy was. 
as empty as that of fovereign of Germany y^ 
the cmpef or not poffeifeng a fingle town on the 
other fide the Alps. 

We ftiJl meet with this queftion to refolve ; 
Why dW not Italy infure to herfelf the enjoyment 
of her li'beirties, and for ever qxclud^ foreigiv 
nations ? She made continual efforts towards, 
it, and bad alright to flatter herfelf with fuccefa. 
She was in a flouriiliii^g condition. The houfe 
of Savoy had already began to ag^randife itfelf,. 
though k had acquired no great encreafe d£ 
power. The fovereigns of this country wene 
^feudatories of ; the ett>{>ire> and counts* The 
emperor Sigi/aiond| tvho had ftill the power oi 
jbefiowiRg titliB^ miKk than dukes in 1416.-; 
.and they axe i^^ptn^tnt kings^ though with 
the tide of feudatories* The VifeoAtis poflef-^ 
-ied the wlK>le Mil«.Defie» which' became ililt 
moic powerful und^r the Sforz&s. 

The Indoftrious Florentines^ had rendered 
themfelves a refpeftable ftate by their freedom^ 
their genius^ and the trade they carried on ; 
^^d a number of petty ftates, evea as far as the 
£i;oHtiefsof Naples, were daily. afpirifig at liber- 
ty# The fyftem of affairs ia Italy remained 
ijpon this footiog from the death of Frederick 
XL till the time of the popes Alexander VI, 
and Julius II. making a period of about 300 
years. But. this period was chiefly fpentin fac- 

tiou§j. 
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lious jealoufies^ or the mutual attempts of one 
towo' againft another, and the uAiriMtioii of ty- 
rants, who made themfeives mailers of thcfe 
towns. In ihort they exa<£Uy refembled .aacient 
Qreecc* The arts were every where cultivated^ 
and confpiFacies every where formed : but they 
hdA not yet learnt to fight as thofe people did 
at Thermopylae and Marathon. 

Look into Machiavel's hlftory of Caftractni^ 
th« tyrant of Lvicca and Piftoia, in the time of 
Ihe emperor Lewis of Bavaria, and you will, 
find that the very (ame defigns and the fame fuc^ 
ceiTes, fortunate or unfortunate, make the hif^ 
tory of Italy. A private family of Verona, 
named Scala, feized upon the government ^^ 
bout the end of the thirteenth century, and 
kfipt poileflion of it for near an hundred year** 
.In tho year 1330 they fubdued Padua» Vicenza,, 
Tj-evifiyParm^^ Brefcia^ and feveral other teJS 
ritories. But in the fifteenth century there 41x1 
«ot remain t\\Q, leafl footftep of their poWer* 
The VifooQtis a^d the Sforaas, dukea of Milan,, 
.pai&d fomewhat latter in review^, and ;difapn. 
.peared likewife never, to return ^gain. Of that' 
number oT lords who divided, amongft them the 
territories of Romania, Umbriii> and Emilia,, 
there are at prefent but two or three families, 
remaining, and thofe fubjeft to the pope. 

If you e?camine the annals of the Italian ci-^ 
ties, you will find that there was not one in 
which confpiracies were not carried on v^lth as 
much art as that of Catiline. Ft was impoffihle 
in thofe. petty ftates for the difcontented to rife 
up in revolt, or defend themfelves by force of 
.^rms. In the room of theie they had frequent* . 
ly recourfe to affaffinations and poifon. One 

njutiny 
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nutiny of the people raifed up a new prince^ 
and another pulled him down. Thus for ex- 
ample, the city of Mantua paffed fucceiEvely 
from the hands of one tyrant into thofe of an- 
other, till the eftabliihnient of the family of 
Gonzagues in 1328. 

Venice is the only one oTthefe ftates that has 
conftantly prcferved her liberty. This (he owes 
to her watry bulwarks, and the wife form of her 
government. Genoa, the rivat of Venice, fre- 
quently engaged, and at length triumphed over 
her towards the end of the fourteenth century* 
But Genoa foon afterwards fell into decay^ 
.while Venice continued rifmg till the reigns of 
•Lewis XII. and the emperor Maximilian, when 
we fliall fee her- filling aU Italy with dread, and. 
• the powers of Europe with jealoufy ;. who all 
xonfpirc together for her deftrudion. Of all ' 
the governments in Europe^ that of Venice was 
the beft regulated, the moft fefttled,'and unifornr, 
-and had only one fundamental eifror, whfch 
.however was not confidered as fuch by the fe- 
nate j I me&n the wanf of a counterpoife ta 
:the power of >the nobles, and a proper encou-. 
ragement for the common people. • In Venice,, 
a private citizen could never hope to rife by hts. 
merit as in antient Rome. It makes the princi- 

Eal merit of the Engliih government, fmce the 
oafe of coifimons has had a (Jjiare in the legif- 
lative power, that fuch a counterpoife is pro- 
vided, and tbe road to honour and dignity left 
open to all who deferve them. 

Pifa, .which is at prefent only a depopulated* 
city dependent on Tufcany, was in the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth centuries a famous repub- 
lic^ 
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lie, and fent fleets to fea as confiderable zB thofe 
of Genoa. 

Parma and Placentia belonged to the Vifcon*- 
tis ; the popes, aftier being reconciled to that 
family, having granted them the inveftiture, as 
they would not at that time afk it of the empe- 
ror, whofe power in Italy was daily diminiih- 
ing. The houk of Efte, which liad produced- 
the countefs Matilda fo iamous for her benefac- 
tior^s to the holy fee, was poflefled at that 
time of Ferrara and Modena j the former of 
which it held of the emperor Otho I. but the 
l^ly fee Aill afferted a claim to it, and foixle^ > 
times granted the inveftiture of this, as well as 
0/ feveral other ftates in Romania, which fur- 
niflied an inexhauftible.fource of trouble and 
<:^n&ifiott. 

It happened that during tlietranfmigfatifon of 
th€ holy fee from the banks of the Tiber to 
tbofe of the Rhone, there exifted two imaginary 
powers in Italy, namely the emperors and the . 
popes, from whom all the other powers recei- 
ved the diploma, which determined their rights 
or their ufurpations ; and eveti -after the holy • 
fee was again eftabliflied in Rome, it remained 
without any real power ; and the emperors 
cpntinued in a manner forgotten till the time 
of Maximilian. No foreign ^owet at itbat 
time was pofleffed of any territories in Italy ; - 
for we cannot give that name to the houfes of 
Anjou and Arr^gon, the former of which was 
eftabliftied on the throne of Naples in 1266, 
and >the latter in Sicily ever fince the year 1 287. 
Thus Italy, rich and full of flourifbing cities, and 
moreover abounding with men of genius, mi^ht 
have put herfelf in a condition to have rejeSed 

the 
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tKe yok€ ef »ny nation whatfiDcvcf. She hacf cvctt 
one advantage oyer Germany, which was, that' 
tt^ bi&op, except the p6pe» exercifcd any fb^ 
wreign authority ; and that the (evcral ilates 
being governed by fecular maftecs, were con- 
fcQuently much fitter for taking the feki. 

If Italy was troubled with tkofe' drvifions, 
which are fometiities Ae confequence« of pob- 
itc liberty, Germany was not in a mor& tranquil 
flatC) while the io^ds were continual^ making* 
pretenfione to €ach other^s office. But as wf 
have alreathr obferved, Italy never formed a 
body, and Germany did. The German ^legm 
has hitherto kept the conftitutioa of tRc fete 
Cound and entire t whereas Italy, though as ex- 
tenftvd as Germany, has never been able fo* 
much as to form a conftitutionj and- merely 
fponi the confequenccfs of a fuperior imderfland- 
ing and cunnings has fuffered itfelf to be di^^ 
vided into a number of weak ftates, which have 
been fubjefied by foreign nations^. 

Naples and Sicily^ which under the Noiinan 
cehqucrors made together a .fibrmidable pown*, 
after the Sicilian vefpers became two feperat^ 
fltates, envieu» of each other, and continualljr 
ftriving to injure each other. The weakness of 
Joan J. firft ruined the kingdom of Naples 
and, Provence, of which flic was likewifefo-' 
vereign ;• and the ftill more fcandalous failings 
of Joan 11. compleated its deftruSion. This 
princefs, who was the laft of the race which 
Si LewisS brother bad tranQ)lanted into Italy, 
was, as well as her kingdom, in a very low de- 
^vet of credit during her whole reign. She way 
iifier to the Launcelot who had made Rome, 
tnemble, duri0g thoie times of anarchy which 

pre*' 
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jprecedcd the council of Conftance. But Joait- 
herfeJf was Car from being formrdaWe. Hef 
amours and court intrigttes proved the fcandat' 
aad rule of her dotninion^v James of Bourbon^ 
her fecond huA>and, who had more than once - 
experienced her infidelitv^ wasclaptupin prifon^ 
for atteosptlng to complain, and thought himi- 
fdf very happj to make his efeape, and retire 
to conceal his grief, or as it is caBed, brs ftame^ 
19 a convent of Fparncifean friars, at Befan^on. ' 
This Joan IT. pfoved, vi^khout her forcfeeing 
{% the cauie of two greatevents. The firft was - 
the TuRjug of the Sferzas to the dukedom of . 
Milan ; the other, the war carried into Italy 
by Charies VIIL and Lewis^ XXL 
• The advancement of the Sforzas is one of 
thofe caprices of fortune, which feew us, that 
this world belongs to whoever can make them- ' 
felves mailers otit* A country fellow, called 
Jacomuzio, who had taken arms as a foldier, and 
changed his name to Sforza, became the queen's 
favourtite, conftable of Naples, and Aandard-^ 
bearer of the church, and acquired fuch an im*- 
menfe fortune^ that he left money enough to 
one of his baftards, wherewith to conquer the* 
chiDchy of Milan. 

Tbe fecond event which proved moft fatal to 
Italy and Franc?, was brought about by adop^ 
ttons« We have already feen that Joan I. 
adopted Lewis I. of the fecond branch of the 
houfe of Anjou *, and brothef" to Charles V* 
king of France. Thefe adoptions^ which were 
rcli6b of the old Roman laws, conferred the 
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r\gfat of fuccelfion on the perfon adopted^' 
who, by virtue of fuch adoption^ took place 
of the natural heir, but noc without the coii-^ 
fent of the barons, which in fuch cafes, was 
always neceffary. Joan IL at firft adopted AU 
phonfo V. king of Arragon, furnamed by the 
Spaniards, the wife and the magnanimous. But 
no fo9ner did this wife and magnanimous prince 
fee himfelf acknowledged as heir to the queen 
of Naples, than he divefted her of all authority, 
and ^even wanted to deprive her of her life. 
Francis Sforza, fon to the illuftrious peaiant 
Jacomuzio, firft (ignaliKed himfelf in arms on 
tbb occafion, and by ^eliveriog his father's be- 
nefadlrefs, proved himfelf deferving of the ho- 
nours he afterwards arrived at. Joan, after 
her deliverance, adopted Lewis of Anjou, grand* 
fon to that Lewis who had been fo vainly 

adopted by Joan L. This prince dying, 
1435 {he declared Rene of Anjou, his brother, 

her heir and fuccefTor. This double 
adoption proved a double fkebrand of difcojd 
between France and Spain ; and Rene of Anjou, 
who had been called to the throne of Naples by 
an adoptive mother, and to that of Lorraine 
in right of his wife, proved equally unfortunate 
in both thefe kingdoms. He took the title of 
*' king of Naples, Sicily, and Jerufalem, Ar- 
ragon, Valencia, and Majorca, and duke of 
Lorraine, and Bar ^'* and yet. he was neither of 
thrfe, The multiplicity of 'empty titles afTumed 
without either foundation or confequence, has 
thrown a coi)fufion. into our modern hiftories, . 
which frequently renders them difagreeable, 
and even ridiculous to the reader. In (hort, 
the hiftory of Europe is become an immenfe 

verbal 
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verbal procefs of marriage contracts, genealo- 
gies, and difputed letters, which make the fub- 
jqSL appear both dry and obfcurCibyfuppreffin^ 
great events, and hindering us from con>ing ac 
the knowledge of .the laws ^nd manners \of na- 
tions ; objeos far moreVorthy our atteintioh. . 

CHAP. LXIII. 

Of France and England, in the time of 
PHILIP of Valois and EDWARD HI. ^ 

ENGLAND recovered its ftrength under 
Edward L towards the end of the thir-* 
teenth century. This princ^, who fucceededi 
his father Henry IIL was indeed obliged to give* 
up Normandy, Anjou, and Touraine, the pa- 
trimonies of his anceftors, but he ftill retained 
the .province of Guienne, and likewife mad^ 
Himfelf maAer of the principality of Wales. 
He knew how to reftrain the impetuous tempers 
of the Englifli, and animate.tbeni.tOJiiotlc pur 
pofi^s ; he rendered thdr commerce as 
flouriChing and extenfive as the nature, of 128 
the times would ' permit. " The royal '"'* 
houfeof Scotland being extiniSt in 1291, be had 
the glory of being chofen .arbitrator, by the.pr^- 
tenders to that crowji. His firft ftep was to <^«v 
ligetheScottifli parliament to acknowledge that 
their crown was dependent on England ; and' 
afterwards he nominated Baliolking, whom he! 
Aiade hi3 vaiTaL * At leiijgth he took the kingf-: 
dom of Scotland for hinnf(9f, after haviiig C5D|[ii^ 
.quered it in fevcral battles, biit' Wis uiu^:'f^' 
: Vol. 1L j^ " "^ - * ^^p 
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iceep poflfeflloti of it. Then begati that antl- 
^{Kithy between the natives of Englarld atid Scot- 
land, wbichy notwitbftandin? the itnion of the 
two crowns, Is not yet entirdy eJitfeguiflied. 
' Under this prrftce it began to be "perceived 
.that The Englfm would not iotig continue tri- 
butaries to the fee of Rome ; they made ufe of 
«viriotis pretences to cxcufe their non-payment 
of the taxes impofed on them by thatchurch, 
and artfully '6¥aded -an authority they durft not 
yet openly attack. 

In the year 1300, the Englflh parliament 
l>egan to take ii new forWi *, nfearly the firme 
with that it now wears. The title of barons. 
4^nd pe6t3 wad ^.proptiated only io tbofe w4i5 
iatie in the tippet houfe, and thefioufe of c6hi* 
jhond begkn to regulate the (uppties. Edward 
fefo^ved to give a weight to the lower houfe, fitf* 
£dent to bafUandB 3xe powet of the barofts j 
:^tii this^>rrrtc^ who had fteadinds and dexterity 
Afftciedt to manage, and not Ito fea:r therti, 
tOftHcd that kihd orgoverrfMent, which included 
all the advantages of monarchy, ariftoeracy, 
aiid dettioi^iiey ; but which at the fame time ba6 
the incohirenkncies df aH three, and tan itev^r 
itabto, but unini 'A ^udetait king. His feu 



^ It was abool the year 12^ and in Ae ^ign df Kfenty tCL 
■diat tlie cdrnmoni df Enghukd-vrere firft repreibiited iiipariiai* 
mtou l^)|e 4»araiis who were in rcfcdlion agRsaft tbatwesk 
^ioce, compelled him to£gn cMnmiffiODs^ appointing in every 
cotmtyj ' certain oilers or magiftrates^ callea confervators, £ac 
fireic^ing the pti?ilege8 of the people. "Writs w»e 4fifa«d to 
thefe 06ni«rtatM% conmandiagitk^ tOjip|iOii]c£Mr>kaigbl> 
lo tyery ihiic^ to iit a^. n^reient it in the enAitnglpafli^mea^ |, 
and this is t^e origin .of that right which tKe commons "^ve 
«A» fit ta the kpvat touncii of the intti^fti. 

^crtred 
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|M^ved tiot to be fttch, and Englund was rent In 
ipeces. 

Edward L died as he was going to make 
•another conqueft of Scodand^ which he had al- 
l<eady thrice fuMued, and which had as okea 
MbeUed again. His fon^ a youth of tweii^«> 
llifee years of age^ though at the head of a nu« 
«ierous army, riiandoned his f^ther^^ deiGgns, 
^ devote himfeVf to (Jeafupes s which appear 
inore unbecoming in a king of England, dian 
in the foveretgn of any other nation^ His fan 
^^ouriteshad dftptoafed the nation, ^fpecially the 
tjueen, daughter to Philip the Fair, a wanton 
and imperious woman, jealous of her hulftand^ 
'Wtiom (he betrayed. 1 he public adminiftration 
was now a icene of fury, confufion and weak* 
Aefs, and a previtiltng party in the parliament 
t^aufed a favourite of the king's, whoTe 
fiame was Gavefton, to be {>eheBded. 1312 
The Scotch took advantage of thefc 
troilbleis, defeated the Englifll, und Rolbert 
Sruce being made king of Scotland, reftor^d 
tliat monarchy by the weaknefs of England. 

It is impcfflibk to ad with more imprudence^ 
4md confequently more unfortunately^ than 
Edward II. He fiiffered bis queen Ife- 
tiella, notwithft^ding the provocation T^i6 
he had ^en her, to go to France with 
fccr fonj who was afterwards the happy and 
jkmous Edward III. 

Oharles the Fair, brother of Ifabella, aifd at 
tiiat time king of France, foUoweddie generarl po« 
licy of all kings^ which is to fowdifoord among 
Ctieir nftfigbbotups, lind encouraged his SiBm io 
make W«lr^gahift4ier4iillband. 

N 2 Thus 
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Thus under pretence that the king of £ng* 
land was held in a {hameful fubjedion, by a 
young favourite named Spenfer, hi$ wife pre- 
pares to wage war againfi him. While fhe was 
in. France, fhe married the youngs prince her 
fon, to a daughter of the count of nainaultand 
Holland) and perfuades that qount to lend her 
troops. At length ihe returns to England^ 
and with an armed force joins the enemies of the 
king her hufband. Her gallant Mortimer at- 
tenoedlier} and commanded.her trppps, while 
the king and his favourite .Sp^^fer JJed b^fQre 
them. 

The queen being arrived ^t Briftol, ordered 
this favourite's father, an old man of 
1316 ninety, to be hanged, and afterward3 
inflicted the fame death on the favourite 
himfelf, who fell into her hands at Hereford 9 
9nd it is faid they tore, from him while J)e bung 
upon the gallows, thofe members whkh it w^ 
pretended he had made a criminal ufe.ofwitb 
his pionarch. 

After this, the king, abandoned by eviccy 
pne, and a fugitive in his own kingdom, is 
taken grifoner, carried up to JU>ndon, infulted 
by the populace, CQnfined in the Tovvcr, tried 
by;the parliantept, and depofed in a folemn 
mahner. His crown was then given to. his foni 
a youth .of fourteen years of age, ^|id^ the 
queen is in veiled with the regency; .and a 
council appointed to ailift her. in fine, a pen- 
fion of about 60000 liyres of our prefent money 
was allowed the king, during life. 
. , ^dward II. did not.^ryjvf his difgrace.abiqMQ 
a year; at his^dcatb there were np.in.^rlj^ji\pf 

violence 
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violenfce found upon his body, but it is 

faid that he was killed by means of a 1327* 

red hot iron, thruft up his body through 

a pipe made of horn *i 

His fon Edward III. foon revenged him of his 
perfidious wife. This young monarch was yet 
a minor ; but being .impatient to grafp the reins 
of government, which he thought himfelf able 
to manage, he one day feized on the pcrfon of 
hts mother's gallant, M6rtimer earl of March,, 
in her own prefence. The parliament con- 
demned this favourite^ as it had done the 
Spenfers, without hearing him ; and he 1331 
died by the hands of the common hang- 
man, not for having diflionoured his king's bed, 
and for having depofed and murdered' him, but 
for having been guilty of extortion and mifde- 
meanors, crimes which miniflers of ftate are 
always acciifed of. The queen-mother was 
confined in a cafile, with a penfion of five hun- 
dred pounds fterlingt^ where flie remained in 
folitude, and lamented more her misfortunes 
than her crimes. 

• Edward being now matter, and foon after 
abfolute jnafter of the kingdom, began his reign 
by the conqueft of Scotland j but now a new 
fccne was opened in France, and all Europe 
flood in fufpence to fee whether Edward would 
acquire this kingdom by right of blood or right 
of coiiqueft. 



* The unfortunate Edwvd II. was murdered in Berkely 
cafUe in t/Ioucefterfiiire, by lir John Gurney and John de 
Mautrcvers, inftiglted by the hifhop of Hereford. 

f Her albwance amounted to four thoufand pounds a year. 

N. 3 France^ 
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France, which comprehesded ockher Pro* 
▼ence, Dauphiny, nor the FniD€be*Coiiite>. 
was ftill a formidabl« kingdoat; hut its king: 
was not yet pofieiTed of much power. The 
large demernes, fuch as Burgundy, Artois,. 
Flanders, Brittany,, aad Guienoe, which were 
held as £efs of the crown, aiways contributed 
B)ore to the uneafinefa thaui to^the grandeur o£ 
the prince. 

The demefnes of Philip the Fair, with the 
impofts on his imsiediate fubjefb, amounted to 
80000 marks. When he went ta war wkh the 
Flemings in i3Qaj and that almoft all the vafiab. 
of France conivibuted tx>wai7ds the expejice o£ 
that war, a tax of one fifth was laid on the re-» 
venues of all fecttkc pefiibnfl, who oa accoHiit 
of their callingi were diifpcnTed widi aetendm^ 
die campaign* If die peo^ were vnhapp^ 
the xofaH family wias CIl nMit b^ Nothniy » 
better known: than the infaidy te wUck the 
three (bm of PUlsfr die Fair fub^ed tbemrefarei. 
mt the £eime time, by accufing dielt wivca oT 
adultery in open court,^ who were thcieiqpon alt 
three orderdd into clofe confinement, hewi^ 
Hutin,. the eldeftof Philipfa foov finof^ bbu 
wife Margaret of Bourdeaux* The ralbnts of 
thofe princeflcs were condemned ta fiSer a new^ 
kind of puniihment, that of being fiead alixre.. 

After the dealB of Lewis Hudn (oc 
1316 Lewis X.) who, like his father, aA« 
ncxcd Navarre to the crown of France ;. 
the public attention was. wholly engrofTed by ' 
the qucftioti concerning the Salic law. This 
king bad left only one daughter, and it had nevec 
been examined in France, whether females 
liad a right to inherit the crowcu Laws are 

alw^y^ 
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alw^y^ made i^r tbe prefpnt pccafion* They 
had ncr knowledge at that time of the antiei\t. 
S$li/f; lau(^ y but h^ fupplied the want of tbeni 
hy ^^MiOnd cuftoq;^^, a^d thefe cuftoQis wer^e. 
pexj^u^lly ohanging ii^ Fr^nice;. The ptp^ 
li^iaent tender Philip the Fair, h^d ;|idjudged th^ 
county of Arpi^ tp a feoiale, in prejudice to* 
thz next hgisir o^ale.. The fucceiEpnof Chacn* 
[)ag][ie had been ^decid^dioqiie times in favour 
^ (h^. fepnal^s,, and at oither tunes taken from 
the^,. Philip,^ the fair poiQTei&d Qh«^mp?gney- 
.whiptty ii;i right ot his wife^ by yffhq^i thepfinc^s^ 
of the farnjly were ^xcludedi. 

Theff examples (hew U9» tljat right varied ^ 
with fortune^, and that it was far from being - 
a fuodjOHentai law of the fiate^ to^exclude the. 
daughter from ber father's throne. To fay,, 
with a Qimber of authors, <^ thattbf FrencU 
crown is fo iH>I?)e d)at it can99t adf^U of Wcm 
^fsien/' 1$ in my opjinioa a puerile afl^tianY and ^ 
fey with Mezerayt *' that the weaknefs of theM^ 
,iex does not permit women to reignj'^ is doubly- 
Ufi}u0; befidks (he article Qf this^^tient law^ which 
-deprives thf fepfiaSs^ of all righ^pf inheritance 
jnSallc lafidr.feems tp be fo^^ded i>n this, (h^ 
every gaUc IpTd w^ ol?liged to ^PB^^r m Afma 
at the public aflemblies of the nation. Now a 
queen is not obliged to bear anus, . the nation 
does it for her. . Hence we may fairly infer, ^at 
the Salic lawy in other refpedts fo little known, 
related to the other fiefs, and (lot to the crown $ 
and fo little was it efteemed .aJaw with refpeft 
to kings, that it was ranked under the head 
(jk alloatis or of allodials, . Befides, if this lai^^ 
was made by. tbevaneient Saltans, it miift have 
been made b^foee there were any kings of France, > 
N 4 aadi 
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and confequently could not relate to tbefb 

icirtgs ♦. 

Again, it is beyond a doubt that there were fe- 
veral fiefs not fubjeft to this law, and by^a much 
ftrongcr reafon might it be faid, that the crowft 
ought not to be fubjcft to it. Thefe arguments 
were for fome time maintained by the duke of 
Burgundy, uncle of the prinpefs, daughter to 
Lewis X. and by feveral princeffes of the blood. 
Lewis Hutin had two brothers, who within a 
fhoit time focceeded one after another, the elder 
was Philip the Long, and the younger Charles 
the Fair. Charles at that time not thinking he 
was fo near to the crown, oppofed the oalic 
law put of jealoufy to his brother. 
- Philip the Long took care to have it declared 
-at a 'meeting of barons^ prelates, and burghers 
of Parisj.that females ought to be excluded from 
the crown of France. But had the oppofite 
party prevailed, they would fooa have enaded a 
quite contrary fundamental law. 

This Philip who is known for Jittlfe elfe than 
having excluded the bifhops from a feat in par- 
]ian>ent, died after a fhort reign, and left only 
daughters behind him. The Salic law was then 
connrmed the fecond time 5 and Charles the^Fair, 



* The particular expreiBoR on which the French found the 
exduBoa ci Fem^es, is in the fixty-fecond article of the code 
containing the l|iws of the Ripuarians and Salians. It imports, 
that in Salic land, no portion of the inheritance defcends 
to the ftma]£8> but, being acquired by the males, they only ate 
capable of th« fucceflion. Is all probability the Salic land, to 
vrhich this expreiHon alludes, ^as no more than certain con- 
quered etfatcs held by knight*8 fervice, in contradiftindion to 
other eftates termed aUoMal, which mig^t be acquired by defcent, 
mrnagei or purchafe, without any exduiion of the female fea. 

wha 
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irtio bad fo ftrongly oppofcd it, fuccceded to 
the crdvrn without the leaft difpute, and ex- 
cluded his brother's daughters. 

Charles the Fair at his death left the fame 
caufe to be again decided. He had left his 
queen with child, and a regent was wanting t^ 
the kingdom. Edward III. pretended to the 
regency as grandfon to Philip the Fair by the 
mother's fide, and Philip of Valois took pof- 
feffion of it in quality of firft prince of the 
blood ; which was afterwards fplemnly con- 
ferred upon him, and the queen being brought 
to bed of a daughter, he afcended the throne 
with the general confent of the nation. It. 
appears then that this Salic Jaw, by which 9U. 
females were excluded from the crown, was a 
law of -the heart, and had become a funda- 
mental law by ancient and univerfal agreement. 
There are indeed no other, fmce all laws 
are made and abrogated by men. And can any 
one doubt that if ever it (hould happen that 
the blood royal of France ihould become wholly . 
extinfb, excepting 'in one prtncefe, and flie 
worthy of reigning, that tjie nation might not, 
and ought not to confer the crown on her ? 

At that time Philip of Valpis had the firname 
of the Fortunate \ given him by the people ; - he 
might alfo for a while have.been called the Jufi 
and the Fi^ortaus 5 for the count pf Flanders, 
who was his vaiTal, havung oppreiled bis fub- 
jeSs, thc)i revolted againft him, upon which 
Philip marched to the afTiAance of that prince^ 
and when he had quelled the . rebellion, he ad* 
vifed him " to take care not to caufe any more 
revolts by his ill condudt.'* 

N.5 ■ He 
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He mij^t moreoirer be called die / !» />«!% . 
when at Amiens he received the fokmn Uoinage 
yielded to him bj Edward I1I» But this lao^ 
mage was foon fi[>lloWed bv a war ^.Edward 
difj^utinff the crown with rbilip, after.he had: 
neknowkdged himfelf his vafTaL 

A brewer of the city of Ghent was the prtn^ 
cipa) promoter of this faoious war» and the per- 
ion who determined Edward to take the title ofe 
Jcing €>f France,, This brewer,. whoCe name- 
was James d'Arteveh *j was one of. tbofe fob* 
je^ whom princes ought either to rtm otr to.* 
keep fair with. The prodigious credit he had;. 
€>btained among his countrymen made him< a. 
iweeflary inftrumcnt to Edward j but he woukt. 
not exert this credit in behalf of the Englift mo- 
narch, unlefs be would take, the* title of king 
of France, in order to make aa irreconcileafaJ& 
breach between the two kings. Edward amdT.: 
the brewer ftgned this treaty at Gheitf long her 
f&re hoftilitiei bad been commenced againft^ 
France* 

I (haU fpare myfelf the tioublf of eotcringL 
into- a detail of wars, which are mofHy aUke, 
and confine myfelf to thofe things which ferve 
to charaAerife the manners of the times : 9tid 
here I muft take notice, that Edward defied 
Philip de Valois to Angle combat, which the 
latter refofed^ f^ying^ ^* It ^s>$ not for a fo« 
vereign prince to fight with his ?aj£il/^ 
• In the mean time, a new event-happened^ 
i^rhich feemed again to overturn the Salic htw. 
Brittany^ ' a iief of the crown of France, had 



• Or Jacob Min ArdcTclt. 

beea 
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1)ecn lately adjiidged by the court of peers to ^ 
Charles of Blois, who had efpoufed the 
daughter of the laft duke, and the count 1341 : 
of Montfort, this duke's uncle, had 
been difinherited. The laws and private inte-- 
reft were here in contradiftion. r The king of ^ 
France, who, one would think, Ibould have 
maintained the Salic law m the count of • Mont-- 
fort's caufeyjided ^ith Charles of Blois ; aiid 
the king of England, who ought to have fup* - 
ported ttie right of the. females in Charles of -^ 
Blois, declared ia favour of the count of Mont- - 
fort. • 

Upba thts occafidn, ther war was renewed : 
between France and England. ■ At firft Mont- - 
fort is furprifed in the city of Nantes, • and car- 
ried prifoner to Paris, where he was confined ^ 
ii> the tower of the Louvre: his wife, the ^ 
dai^hter of the earl of Flanders, was one. of * 
tbofe heroines who fo feldom make, their ^ ap- - 

E^arance in the world, and from whom the fa- 
le of the Aftiazons was doubtlefs firft invented, \ 
Ste prefented herfelf to- ber hulband's troops, , 
holding her young fon in her arms, with a * 
fword in her hand, and^ helmet on her head. 
She ftputly defended the town of Hannebon, , 
^nd at lengthy with the affiftance of the Eng- 
lifli fleet, ihc. obKged the enemy to 'raife the .: 
fiege. 

While this was paflirit, the Endifli slnd 
Fjfench parties carried on the war itiTjuienne^ . 
Bc*ttany,.^nd Normandy. At JengtH 
was fought the bloo4y battle of Crefly^ Aug« 
b^wecn Edward and Philip of Valois, 26, 
n99^ the river Sop»(ne» Edward had 1346 ' 
with bim iii» foo^. the prince of Waks> 

N:6 . called u 
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called the Black Prince,* on accoantof hir 
brown armour, and a black plume of feathess 
)>e wore on his helmet. This youns prince had 
almoft the whole honour of the day. Some 
hifiorians have attributed the defeat of the 
French to. fome pieces of capnon, which the 
Englifli had provided themfelves w'uh on this 
occafion *. It had, been upwards of ten or 
twelve years fince the ufe of artillery had been 
introduced. 

It has been a queflion^ whether tbi$ inven«- 
ttqn^ which originally came from the Chinefe,, 
was brought into Europe by the Arabians, who 
traffic on the Indiaa Teas ? I can hardly think 
it. It was a BenedidHne monk, named Ber* 
thold Schwartz, wl>b firft difcovered. this fatal 
fecret. Several however had approached pretty 
near to it before his time.. Roger Bacon, who 
was likewjfe a prieft, and of the fame order» 
bad a long time before taken notice of violent 
explofions, that might be produced from fait- 
petre pent up. But how happened It,^ that the 
French king had not ^rannos in his army, as 
^1 as the king of England ? Or if the Eng- 
H0) h^d ;thi$ fuperior advanta^e> why Jo all our 
hiftorians tjbvqw the loTs of the. 4>i^ttle on the 
Genoeie crois^ bowmen, which Philip had in his 
j^y, ? ^od whofe bow-ftriogs had been rendered 
i^elefs by a fudden (how'cr of rainiVwhIIft tj^fe 
<]^^^e:Englifti archers werjC ;i6t tj»f: .le^ift wst- 
ted-tij/rhefe hjftorians lioweyer might have 

■■^■^— — — ■■ I «i I I I II I ^ I I ■ . r n il I m.. 

* No E^giiih or French ' biflorian that "we know^ makes 
mttudon of .any cannon on either tde alt this battle. Villj^ni 
iiideed- takes Boticcof the circttfliftaocej but in all probabiUt]^ 
he is miftaken. • 

^ The EtogUfh hiftorians exprefsly fay, that their archers kejpt 
tliiv bo^'s Ip GUes> ttattl the: raiii^ «t rathcc /h^^ver, -wsis ovp^ 

> - with 
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with more juftic? obferved, that a prince, who, 
like the king of France, hired Genoefe archers,, 
inftead of training to difcipline the people of 
his own nation, and who fufFered his own army 
to want cannon, when that of the enemy was 
provided with them, did not deferve to con^ 
quer. 

It is very ftrange, that, confidering the totaj 
change the ufe of gun-powder muft have 
wrought in the art of war., we have never beea 
able to trace out the aera of this change. A 
nation that was able to procure a good train of 
artillery, muft doubtlefs have been fuperior to 
all others. This was ^f all^arts the moft fac- 
ial ; but, at the fame time, that which required 
to be. carried to the greateft perfedion. And 
yet even in the time of Charles VIII. it ftill 
continued ia its infancy y. fo prevalent are an- 
tient cuftoms andfuch the bar which indolence 
throws in the way of human induftry. They 
did not know the ufe of artillery in fhips till 
the time of Charles V. and lances continued ta 
be the chief warlike weapons in moft engage- 
ments tiU the latter end of the reign of Hen^ 
rylV.- 

It is pretended,, that at the battle of Crefly, 
the enemy hadno more than 2500 horfemen in 
complete armour, and 46ooofoot y and that the 
French had 40000 foot, and near 3000 men at 
arms. ThoTe who are for making the lofs ftill 
lefs on the fide of the French, fay, that their 
army did not amount in. the whole tamore than 
20000 men *. The 



♦ The author mufl certainly be greatly mlilaken in this ac- 
count of th« force of the two armies. The beft hiftorians in- 

£6m 
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' The count of Blpis, who was one of thfe 
Teeming caufes of this war, was killed in this 
^battle ; and the following day the troops of the 
' tommons of the kingdom were Kkewife At- 
feated. Edward,, after two viaorics, obtained 
withifi two days, took the town of Calais,, 
which the Englifh. remained in pofleffion of. tic. 
years. 

" This war, which was earned on at the ftme-. 
time in Guicnne^.Britanny, Normandy, and 
Rcardy, drained both France and Enghind of 
men and monor- And yet that was a very un- 
Kt time for amoition to difplay itfelf in the de- - 
ftri^ion of th« human fpecies ; they ifaould ra- 
ther have united againft a fcourge of another 

kind* A terrible piagu^, whidi had i 

^347 macie the circuit of the world,- and had 

and dep9pulated Afia and Africa, now jnade • 

^348- dreadful havoc in Europe, and .especially ,' 

in France; and Eng!andi% 

Mez^ray has faid after others, that this plague, . 

came from China, and that there arofe out of the ♦ 

„. ■*-- - ■ , ■ ■ , - - I ■ .1- - ■ - 

fctcBus, «kat PlkiUp^idcd iw tfmf tpto #M?e. fU^iaa fc«r^ . 
di^, the firft of^ which,.- commanded by John de X>tiiEem{]^rgh» 
tl>e bl^Bd king of Bohemia, confift^t} of 3000. men at arms, 
1900a infantry, .and 1 5000 Oenoeie cio(«-bows. The lc«ond .1 
diviCon, ;«ondiiAed by Chaxict, conm of Aknjoo, Jwas consvi 
fofed itf 4000 meo!,aiC »tmi, ftji4 aoooQ infantry : 9i>d'the third . 
bodX) cominiuidcd l>y PhtUp in perfon, confified of laodo men ^ 
4t su^ms^ and 50c 00 infantry ; making in a|i 19000 hcfHemen^ 
and i 14000 foot. Whereas the £iigU& ftfmy did ni>t con^ «t 
xfifi^ 9f ihore 36009 ,meii» idz. in the iirft tinc» commanded, a 
hy the princr of Walct, the,i? were 800 men at arms, ^000 
archexSi and 6000 infantry ^ in th^s ^cond fine,, there were , 
Sooo- men at arms, 4009 halberdiers, and aboQt4fcCoa^«ffh<rSl[. ; 
the third line, commanded by the king himfdf. was compofed. < 
of 700 men at arms, 5300 btH-men, and €000 archers. 
. f In the firft ^ months of this plague (which lafted tyo-.r. 
ycafs) C70GO ptrfons are faj^ XQ-jyn^^ 4ied of. it ia the. citjei of / 
^Qryjch and London, " 
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eafthi an inflammatoi^ exhalation in the form 
of a globe of fire, which Kurfting, difperfed it*^ 
infeAioiJS' contents over the whole hemifjAere^. 
Methinfcs this 13 afcribing too faholbtts an om. 
gin to fo certain a calami^. In the firfl place,, 
we have no inftance of any iuch meteorical'' ex- 
halations haying ever caufed the plagiie^^ and in , 
the iecond' piacfe^ the Chinefe annal$ make no . 
mention of any contagious diftcmper , except that 
in the year 1^4. The plague, properly fo called > 
is a malady peculiar to the climate of the mid'- 
dle part of Africa, as- the fmalUpox is to Ara- > 
bia, and Uie poifon which infefb the fpmngs of 
Hfe, to the Caribbee ifland^- Every, climate of 
^rfs wretched globe, in which jiature has every 
where blended the evil with the good, h^s its 
particular poifons,» This plague, which made 
fuch havoc in the I4tii century, refembled thqfe 
which depopulated the world under the reign of 
Juflinian, and in the time of Hippocrates ; and 
^ during^ the continuance of Ais heavy ibourge, 
Iting Edward and Philip -of Valoisfovght pnly 
for the maftery pv^r expiring fubjc^. 

After a feries of - fo man V c^amities, after the 
dements and the tmfarimed fury of ambitiooa 
men reemed to have combined to defdate the 
fece of the earth, It is aftontihing to fee Eu- 
I'ope in fo flourifhine a condition. The only 
fefourceleft for mankind in thofe times of uni- 
verfal diftrcfe, were the towns which were be-< 
iieath the notice of the gfeat fords. There in- 
duilry and comtaerce repaired in fecrfct the 
evils, which the princes of the world perpetrated 
witbiamuch noiie and o ft en t ation . England 
during the reign of Edward III. ab^nda^cly re- 
paid herfelf the immcs^ fiims ibe had beea 

obliged 
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obliged to laviih; in fupport of bcr monarch's 
enterprizes. She found a market for her wool at 
iBruilels, the inhabitants of which ^anufa£lured. 
it. The Fleming? likewife employed them- 
felves in various manufadtures. The Hanfe 
Towns * formed a republic ufeful to mankind ; 
and the arts maintained their footing in all the 
free and commercial cities of Italy. Thefe 
arts only require to fpread themfelves and to en- 
creafe ^ and after the fury c^ the general ftorm 
is over, they tranfplantlthemfelves as it were of 
their own accord, into thofe defolated countries 
which fland in need of them. 

During this fituation of affairs died 
1350 Philip of Valois, far from carn^ing with 
him to his grave thf title of Fortunate^ 
tho' he had annexed D^ufhine to the -kingdom 
of France, The laft prince of this country 
having loff all his childiren, and being tired 
with the wars^ which he had maintained againft 
Savoy, gave Dauphine to the king of France 
in I349> and became a, Dpminicao friar at 
Paris. 

. This Provin^Cj fo. named from one of its 
things having taken a dolphin J[in French called 
dauphin) for his .arms^ made a part of the 
kingdom of Aries, which rwas one of the im- 
perial demefnes ; fo that the king of Franqe.be- 
came by this acauifition a feud.atory to the em- 
peror Charles Iv .. We know, for certain, that 
the emperors always claimed a right of jurif- 
diiiion over this province, till ^the time of 
Maximilian I. and the German, civilians iniift 



' • The Hanfc Towns, a well known conftdcrtcy of tradiii$ 
dtksmdifi«rentparttof.£urtpe» 

.^ to 
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fb this day, that it ought to depend as a fief on 
th« empire. Its princes however think diffe- 
rently. In faft, nothing is more vain than rc- 
fearches of this nature j and they might as wcU 
aflert, that the emperors have a claim to Egypt, 
becaufe Auguftus was once matter of it. 

Philip of Valois had alfo encreafed his de- 
mefnes by the acceffion- of the provinces of 
Roufillon and Cerdagne, which a king of Ma- 
jorca^ of the houfe of Arragon, had mort-^ 
gaged to him for a fum of money, and whicfa 
Charles VIII. reftored again, without being 
reimburfed.- He alfo made the acquifition of 
Montpellier, which has ever fmce continued- in 
the houfe of France. 

- It may appear furprifmg, that Philip, during 
fo troublefome a reign, (hould have been able to 
purchafe thefe provinces, befides paying fb 
miich money for Dauphine. But the duties. up- 
on fait, which the people called Philip's Salic 
law, the augmentation of the taxes, and the 
frequent alteration of the coin, had enabled 
him to make thefe purchafes, by which the 
ftate indeed became encreafed, but was at the 
fame time greatly impoverifhed ; and althougH 
this prince had at firft the appellation of Fortu- 
tun-ate, his fubjefls had never the leajft claim to 
that title And yet under the reign of his foa 
John, they regretted even the times of Philip 
of Valoisk 

The moff interefting affuir with refpeil to the 
people, during this reign, was the law of writs 
of error, which the parliament gradually in- 
troduced, with the affiftance of the attorney- 
general, Peter CugniereSk The clergy made 
i^ud complaints againft thi^ a£t ; but the king. 

GOJ>- 
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ftj» Of FRANCE Md Ei^OMNCr. 
contented himMf widi winj^ing at this new 
Cttftom, and wouid not oppofe » remedy, which: 
added si fre£h Aip{x>rt to bU authoii^> apd the 
bws of the realm. 

A writ of eiTor, which i$ to be kk^ed in the 
courts of parliament of the kingdoiyi, tajc^ 
l>l:ice upon caufe of complaint for any unjuft of 
kirMfficient fentence ^ven hj the ec^ebafticid 
i;ourt«i any declaration which: de(liFoy$ thfi 
royal jurlfdI6lion, oc aa Qpfio&tfQ«i m<^e lo. the 
pope's hull, whjk^mfty be contrary to the right? 
<ii the king and king^oni. 

Tbw iiate rencjedy, or rather palliative medir-. 
/pii)e, was no o^er than a weak imitation of 
die famous ftatute of premanirf *, ena^ed by: 
4he p^ljainent of En&bnd, in the reign of £d^ 
iwaixi m. by whieh ftai:ute> everyone wbopro^-^ 
fecuted % ca^fe 'w^ a^ e(;]tefi4ftic»l ewrt, whklk 
{NToperly fell lender the cogm^m^e of tW kuig's 
C0w:t3, wa^piiai<hed withinipri(onment% Tbc^: 
EjdgViflihaye generally fet an exaeaple 19 other- 
nations in 9II Blatters reUtiye to the liberties of; 
the (fete. 



• • £(^Brsif4 ill. ill the aythyeiur of hv scigs* ew^<d a lair> 
afalnft Jboie who drew the fubj^Qj ou^ of tbfr rej|J]|p» tQ'.pcoft- . 
cute caufiet ^at properjy, belonged to the king** court : but that 
law, which was known by the name of thai ftatute of /rfliw«rr«,_ 
1»a& xn9d9 in the reigo of Richaid II. decreetng that the ofiko- 
den ihould be put out of the king*s prote^ioii. foifeit th^ 
Uodt and goods^ aod be u^pdibne^ apd n^nfon^fsd at th.e.kuig^« ^ 
*^eai»re,, " • 



e H A P. 
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C H A R LXIVv 
Of FRANCE, under King JOHN. 

THIS reign proved fiill mpre unfortunate 
to France than the {oregping. John^^ 
who was fuf named the Good^ began hta reign, 
with ordering tiie count d*£u * his conftabhe 
4^ France ta be afiaiSnated in bis own padace. 
Soon after bis cottfih and £cMV<in<-law, 
the ktng; of. Navarre, ordered the new 135*4^^ 
conflaUe f to fee nmrdered. This king 
of Nav^rre^ Charles Petit, who was fan to^ 
Lewis Hiatin„ and king of Navarre in hisv 
mother'i lighty and a prince of the bkxKl h^ 
-tile father^s fide, was, as weU as. king John, one- 
«£ the ficooms of France, and well deferveil 
Ae tklc of Uuit^es the Bad* 

The king, after having been obiiged^ 
4e pardon him in full parliament, caufed 135*5^ 
•him to be apprehended for a much 
imaller crime,, and without any form of trial,, 
.erdfred foiH- o£ his fri^ends^ to be beheaded^ 
Thefe dreadful executions were the eonfeqiiences 
of a weak govempi^ent,, which produced qabals ;, 



* Raoa], count o£ Eu, and Gayfles,, had been pprifoner in. 
Inland, from whence he was juA retvrned. The laagt beings 
iafarmed that he was concerned i» rame toftrigves aga^nft tHie, 
ftate, oidSKd hini. to be aracfted and beheadtd ^dthoitf fean «f 
tfiaL 

f The king of Navaxre, incenicd to fee th« covntr i>f 
Angoul^me^ which he had begged of the fciagy giv^ to*, 
Charks of Spain, conftable of Fnace, whoa he loofetd 
«poa as Jik mortal enemy, he waylaid and. aOTaffinated him^. 



At I'Ai^lci in Noopandy.,. 



thefe 
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2^4 Of F k A N c E, under King Jo rf^. 

thefe cabah brought on a£b of the blacked 
revenge, which ended in a fevere but untimely 
repentance, 

.' Jbhn, being Jnn^nt of naoney, had beguA 
bis reign with renewing the falfe coin which 
had been current in his father's time, and had 
threatened to put the officers entrufted with 
this fecret to death. Thefe abufes were at 
once the cfkiis and proo6 of a^ difaftrous time.: 
misfortunes and abufes produce at: length falu^ 
tary laws. France was r for fome time unde;r 

.the fame kind of admintftrattbn with its neighs 
bouring kingdom England. The kings called 

• a general aflembly of the ftates > this ailembly 
had been fubftituted in the pJace of the ancient 
parliaments of the kingdom; Thefe' general 
aflepiblies jvere exaSly the fame with the par- 

iliameiits.of.Englam), being qpmpofed of no- 
bles, biOiops, and deputies irom the feveral 
towns ; and that which was called the new par- 

;lian3ent, and fate at Paris, was nearly, the fame 
with the couEt of IdingV bench in- Londoa. 

,The chancellor was the. fecotid officer of the 
crown in both kingdoms. > In England he fpoke 
for the king- in the general aflembly of the 

:fiates^ and had' a right of. fuperintendency over 
the court of king's bench *. He was the fame' 



* The chancellor of England never had any right of AT- 
- p«iintendency otrcr the king*s - bench, - which it' the eufips 
'mttum of all the fuhje^ in the reafm, where the king is 

fuppofed to prefide in perfon. Far from its being fuhenU- 
-naEt6 to cbancery, it hath been held, ' that ^updn "> judgment 
< given in . that court, .writ of enor in fonic cafes will He 
• rttutnablc in the kingV bench : nay, it iiath^ been aflcrted, 

that a -writ «f error lies* in the king's bench, of an attain- 

der before the lord high fteward, - 

in 
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ila France; and what proves beyond contradio 
tioo* that the adminiilratjon was carried on^ 
upon the fame principles, both at Paris and at 
l^ndon is, that the ailembly of .the ftates of 
France in 1355 ena<Sed,.and obliged king John- 
to fign almoft the fame kind of regulation;,: 
Qay almoft the fame kind of /charter with that 
V^hich the barons of England obliged their king' 
John to fubfcribe. The fupplies, the nature, 
and term of thefe fupplies, and the value of 
the fpecies, were all regulated in this afTembly** 
The king obliged himfelf not to compel the. 
dibje^ for the future, to furnifh provision for 
his hoiUhold unlefs paid for it ; never. to make 
9,ny alteration in the coin, &c. &c. &c. . 

This afiembly of the ftates in 1 3559 which was 
the mbft memorable of any ever held. in France, 
has been taken the leaft notice of by our hifto- 
rians. Father Danid only fays, . that it was 
held in the hall of the iiew court of parliaoiient. 
But here it will be necefiary to obferve, that 
the parliament was Aot.at that time perpetual, 
9ind had no placcin this great aflembly of the 
ftates. In h£^,thc provoft of the merchants 
of Paris, : being in virtue of his office the natu- 
ral deputy ^f the iirft city in the kingdom, was 
fye^kcrjpx t)^e third ftate. 

Xhere 1^ one eflential point in hiftory which 
has been pafled over in iilence : this is, that the 
ftates granted a fupply of about 190,000 marks, 
of filver for paying 30,000 gendarmes j this 
makes about nine millions five hundred < thou- 
(Mid . livres . of. our prefcnt money. Thefe 
30,000 gendarmes were part of an army of at 
leaft 80,000 men, to which the commons of 
the kingdom were al(o to be added^ awl^it^tke 

-; expiration 
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"CKpmiofi of the year Motter fupply was to bEh 

Cvfaied far eke maintenani^ ^ tbe faaae army v 
lly, we moft obfarve that «k«s freat tharter 
|Mx>fcd onty a temporary nsgulaKsoA ill Prance) 
%vhere» it was made ftn eMUiOied law aftiong 
the Englift. 

At length die blade ptin^) with a iimlU but 

iiMmdabw armyf advancfid.as far as Pbitier&i 

and ravaged adl thofe ferritor ies wbteli btd Ibc^ 

tnerly made jiart of the deinefties of hia aitoe^ 

toes. iCtflg John, at die head of ^,000 ^mei 

men*, imaiedhifidy flew to meet him 1 wheieaa 

hid the f^rench^kkig declined i»iiHngt» 

2356 an engagement^ k is flfbvJoas ^ <ffteff 

^ept. one^ that ^he might have ft^rved Ae 

whole £aglfft mtaf, 

, If the black pnnee t}olinnttted 4 ftmk in ad^ 

Vandiig too hsAi\f<^ John wsA guttty of a min^ 

fliaater one in ait^dcing bim. Thi^ battle 'rf 

Mntpntm w Poitiers gi«atly nfefMd that 

which iMfd fonnerty been 4(rfl by Philip 4e V^ 

lois* Tihe» wa^ order ^d -difcitdA^ in Chef 

amy eif itfae blade pvmce, whomts fhe '¥tt»d» 

'-had 4mkf coarage^ and this wa^ <>veiTome by 

/the fupcvioir cdurige (tf tte Dn^iSi a«idOa^ 

Qoons, who jfovght under ^the f»ince ^off W«Ie». 

We do not find it faid thtft ^antiMi^ Wtts ^anfftdp 

•^vf hv mOiet amy in ^ns tottde* The fr- 

k«ce of wrmi% in^is refped leaves mosfi to 

doubt whether ^bere was myuM ^ the baif^ 

of Cre% $ «iv ^t leid^ jt |)ro^s fhut if thero 

W08) it iuA proved iof vttry ^^ktle (^dft, emd tipoii 

^ac accotfttt ttaey h«4 dUfcdMintttd 'Cht ufb <of 

; . it; 
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it I «t may Hkewire ferve to ftte#, ho^^pt&ten 
«re to flight tdvuntngtoiis dcfcoveiks dn axxoukft 
^f their novelty^ aiMJ foir tbe (afce ef a^eriftg 
to an oM eft^bliflled cuftom : or kftly^ k is n 
tacit refle6kton on tke negligtACe and kiacccft* 
racv of hiftorical wrkets* 

(AoA xifth^ fren&h ktiiglirs wexie Aain in 
ttns battte; die reft fle^l^ and^the lung, he^ 
ing wounded in the face, was taken prifonei^ 
with one of liis foils, it is word)y of notke, 
that this monardi futveiMkred himfetf to one of 
Ills ftttijefis * whrni he had hiuiiSxei^ and who 
<nk «lits ocoafion ftrved agakift hiim in the ene<* 
myH army. The Caqie tiling happened to 
Francis 1. 1* 

The blade prince conckttSbed his tWo ntfsi 
^captives to Boyr^iufX) and from thence they 
wetie combed no Londoti. It is weil known 
4iat upon thi^ ot^&on he behaved with the 
trtttK^ Mideriteft and ^^p^et tD the Jdng of 
Fnmcte. Hh ^modemiton adM new luflr^ iq 
the glory he liMl neqtilred by Ins v^oor. Ifo 
^niade im «fii¥«fice int^ London «^oa ^ K^tttn 
WaokhoMb^ and rod^ on like idthand«f kia 
ju'ifond^ who wtt» 'moMted oti ibl liorfe of i^ 
«iatksible beauTf) and 'Ovnaittettted wMi ti^ 
9ichcA tre^pifn^ 

Tli« yng'fr<£onfiftetftem proved ^oht ftgtfil'OJP 
a tivil Wffr in Ptfris ( ^vt^ one w«s immediaiely 
for {^rminfg a ^artf* Fadions «Te genemily 



• Named Dennis de Morhec, a knight oT'Artbil, Wlti^ 
iMijii«g u^ to Inkn irham he wn deierted by ^U hit ibllDW. 
en> exhorted him ta ^ield t upon which John threw hit 
gauntlet to him in fi^al 6f fajtender, 

^'At 4ie Wtlk'^f l>a«i»« 

dlabliflied 
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•ftabliibed upon the pfietext of refonnatiofL 
CbarJeSy the dauphin of France, who was af* 
terwaids the wife king Charles V. was dedared 
legent of the kingdom T hut it was ontv to.fee 
almoft Ae whde kingdom revolt againfi him. . 
Paris at that time was become a formidable 
^ity^ tor it contained 50000 men able to bear 
arms. On this occafion they firft invented the 
yfe of chains in ^the ftreets, which ferved for 
intrenchments agaioft the revolters. Charles 
the dauphin, now found himfdf obliged to re- 
leafe the.king of Navarre, ; whom/ his fother had 
' confined in prifon. This was in , fskCt letting' 
loofe an enemy againft . himfelf. The king of 
Navarre arrives at Paris, and arrives to 
1357 blow the coals of fedition- Marcel, 
provoft of the merchants of Paris, enters 
the Louvre, at the head of the m^lecontents, 
where he caufes Robert >de Clermont, marechal 
iof France, together with the marechal of Cbam- 

f»agne to be maflacred j^efore the dauphin's eyes, 
n thcmean time liie peafants afiemble froito all 
parts, and in the hurry of the tumult fall upon 
all. the gentlemen they .>meet with: in their way^ 
treating thefh as revolted (laves may be fuj^fed- 
tq treat thofe fevere maftera who happen to fall 
Jnto their hands, revenging themfelves . upon 
Ihehfi by a thoufand cruel puniflnnents for the 
meannefs of ^their condition, and the 4ttiieriei 
they had faffered ; . and th^ even carried their, 
brutal fury fo far as to roaft a nobleman in his 
taftle,'and to compel his wife and daughters to 
catthefleCb. 

During thefe cpmmotionsf in the<ftaie, Charles 
of Navarre afpired ,to tUe, Jt^by^n. And the 
dauphin and he waged w^r with: one another; 

which 
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v^hich ended only in a diffembled peace. In this 
manner was the unhappy kingdom rent in pieces, 
for the fpace of four years, after the battle of 
Poitiers. How comes it that Edward and his 
fon did not take advantage of their vi^aory, and 
the misfortunes of the conquered ? It feems as 
iftheEnglifli we;e afraid their prince Ibould 
grow loo powerful, and therefore were tardy 
in their fupplies. Thus Edward was treating 
about the ranfom of his prifoner, while the 
Black Prince was concluding a truce *• 

It is evident to me tfiat there were faults 
committed on all fides. But I cannot compre- 
hend why all our hiflorians fhould h^ve been 
weak enough to^affert, that Edward III. being 
come into France to reap the fruits of' the two 
viaories of Crefly and Poitiers, and 
being advanced within a few leagues of 1 360 
Paris, was on a fudden ftruck with an 
holy pannic, occafioned by a violent ftiower of 
rain, and that falling upon his knees, be made a 
vow to the holy Virgiti, to grant the French 
terms of ppace. When was it ever known 
that a- (bower of rain determined the wills of 
conquerors, or the fate of nations? If Edward HI. 
did make any vow to the Virgin Mafy, it waa 
doubtlefs fuch an one as was for his own ad- 
vantage ; for he demanded for the king's ran- 
fom, Poitau, Sainton^e, Agcnois, Perigprd, 



'* This truce was mediated at Bourdeaux, by the cardinals of 
Pcrigort and St. Vital, whom pope Innocent VI. had fcnt thither 
for that purpoie. Wc muft not imagine that the cojidu^ of 
princes is always influenced^by matters of policy. They, as vttXi 
as individuals, have their paffiocs^ their prejudice', th^ir fcaj^Sy 
;ind their weakaelTes. 

Voi.n. o Li- 
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I^imonfin, Q«ercy, Anjoumois, Rouvergue, and 
all that he had ponefTed himfdf of in the 
neighbourhood of Calais ^ the whole in full fo- 
vereignty. I am furprizcd that he did not at 
the fame time iniift upon Normandy and Anjou, 
4iis antient patrimony. He further demanded 
the fum of three millions of gold crowns. 

Edward by this treaty, ceded to John the title 
of king of France, together with all his rights to 
Normandy, Tourainc, and Anjou. It i> certain^ 
that the antient demefnes which the kings of 
£ngland had formerly poflfeffed in France, Were 
much more confiderable than what was yielde^I 
to Edward by this treaty ; and nevcrtbelefs this 
«vas a fourth part of the kingdom. 

At length John was releafed from his four 
years -confinement in the Tower of JLondon, 
upon delivering tip his brother, and two of hts 
fons as hoflages. One of the greatcft- diffi- 
culties was to ratfe the money for his ranfom. 
He was to pay '600,000 gold crowns for the firft 
^payment, and he well knew that France was 
fo impoveriflied, * that 4he could not raife that 
iiim. In this exigence he was dbKged to recal 
the Jews, and to fell them the privilege of Jiving 
;and tradiiig in the country. The king himfell 
' was obliged to pay for the tieceflarics of his 
houfehold, with leathern money, iii the middle 
*of which there was a little .filver nail. The 
.pov£r^ and misfortunes of this prince ftripped 
him ot all authority, and his kingdom of all 
good government. 

The foldters whoweredifbanded, and tbepea- 
fants who had inthelate troubles learnt fomethtng 
6f the art of war, formed themfelves into parties 
in the different provinces^ but efpecially beyond 

the 
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fht Loire, One of their chiefs took the name 
of " The friend of 6od> and enemy to all the 
world.^' A fellow named John de Gouge, a 
l)urgher of Sens, caufed himfelf to be declared 
4cing by thefe banditti, and did almoft as much 
mifchief to the kingdom by his depredations, 
as the true Jcing had done by his misfortunes. In 
iine, .what is moft furprifing, the king, in the 
midft of this general defolattion, made a journey 
to Avignon^ where the popes then redded, to 
■revive the antient projects of theCrufades. 

A king of Cyprus bad lately come to foUicit 
this expedition agarnft the Turks, who already, 
began to ^'^^d themfelves over Europe. Pro- 
bably king John was only deftrous to leave his 
n^ative country ; but inftead of undertaking this 
ridiculous voyage againft the I'urks^ finding 
himfelf unable to difcharge the remainder of his 
ranfom to the EnglijQi, he returned to London^ 
to.furrender himfelf up as hoftage Jn the 
room of bis brother and liis children. 1363 
There he died, and bis ranfom was never 
paid. To complete his humiliation, k is faid 
that his fole motive for returning to £ngland, 
was to fee a woman whom he had fallen in love 
with at the age of fifty-fix. 

Brittany, wbtch had ibeen the caufe of this 
war, was abandofoed to its fate* The icount of 
Blois, and the count of MoQtforc, difputedthjs 
province with each other. Montfort, who was 
1^1^ returned from his confinement at Paris, and 
fiJois from his at London, decided their 
quarrel in a pitched battle fougtit near 1364 
Avray ; when the fortune of the Eng- 
liih agait^. prevailed, and the count of Blois 
was flain. 

O 2 Thefe 



■ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^gi Of France, under King John. 

Thefe times of ignorance, fedition, rapine, 
«nd murder, were however thofc in which chi- 
valry {hone in its greateft luftre. As this in- 
^ttution ferved in fome meafure to counterr 
ballance the general brutality of manners, we 
(hall confider it apart. Honour and generofity, 
joined with gallantry, were its fundamental prin- 
cipled. The moft celebrated feat of arms in 
the annals of chivalVy, is the combat between 
thirty Bretons againft twenty £ngli(h, fix 
Bretons and four Germans, which happened 
at the time that the countefs of Blois, in 
the name of her deceafed hufband ; and Mont- 
fort's widow, in the name of her fon, carried 
on war againft each other in Brittany, in the 
year I35i« This famous combat was con- 
cerning a point of honour, and took its rife at a 
conference held about a treaty of peace. At this 
meeting, inftead of deliberating upon the matter 
in hand, both fides began to brave each other ; 
^nd Beaumanoir, who was the chief of the 
JBretons that were for the countels of Blois, pro- 
pofed a combat, to decide who had the handfome^ 
midrefs. Accordingly, the challenge being ac- 
cepted, the combatants, to the number of fixty, 
met upon a fpot of ground enclofed for the pur- 
pofe. Of die fixty combatants, there were five 
knights only killed, one on the fide of the 
Bretons, and four of the Englifh. This con- 
firms a remark we have already made, namely, 
that the complete armour of thdfe times ren- 
dered the wearer in a manner invulnerable, and 
that it was much eafier to throw a knight to the 
ground, than to kill him when he was fallen *, 

* See Chap. XXVIIL Vol. I. 

But 
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But all thefe feats of arms were of no real fer-- 
vice ; for they neither contributed to the better 
difciplining the troqps, nor remedied the abufes 
of an almoft favage adminiftration. Had the 
PauH-^milii and the Scipios of Rome fought 
hand to hand with their encmy^ ^ determine 
who had the handfomeft miflrefs, the Romans 
would-never have been the conquerors and law- 
givers of the wprld. 

At the time when Charles V. furnamed the« 
Wife, came to the crown- of France, h^ found 
the kingdom in a moft exhaufted and defolate 
condition, and was therefore obliged to have re- 
courfe to patience, to intrigues, and to nego- 
ciations, as the moft efFefiual means of repair-' . 
ing the mifchiefs which had been caufed by his 
father's misfortunes. But the Black- Prince, 
now abfolute mafter of Guyenne, which his 
father Edward had beftowed on him in full, 
fovereignty, as a reward for his valour, foon ad- 
ded new laurels to thofe be had already won in- 
the fields of CrefTy and Poitiers. 

CHAP. LXV. 

Of the BLACK PRINCE. ' 

Of Don PEDRO the Cruel, king; of Caftille,. 
and of the Conflable Du GlJSCLIN. 

/TtShE kingdom of Caftille was almoft in as 

J^ miferable a condition as France, Peter 

or Don Pedro, furnamed the Cruel, fate upon' 

the throne, whom hiftorians have reprefented 

O 3 as 
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as a merciieis tyger, that thirfted after human 
blood, and even felt a ferocious joy in fpilling 
it. 1 dare affirm, that there does not exift fuch 
a chara<5kr in nature. Sanguinary men are on- 
ly fuch in the tranfports of revenue, or in the 
feverity of that horrid policy, which confiders 
cruelty as a neceflary meafure ; but no man 
ever fpills blood merely for his pleafure *. 

This prince afcended the throne of Caf- 
tlllc a minor, and under a very unfavoura* 
bic circumftance. His father, Alphonfo XI. 
had had (even baftards by hi« miftrefs, £leo- 
nora de Gufman : thefe baftards had fuch 
powerful fettkments left them, that tjiey defied 
the royal authority ; and their mother, who 
had ftill more power than fhey, infalted the 

Jueen- dowager. In fbort, the kingdom of 
laftiile was divided into two parties, one of 
which fided with the oueen-mother, and the 
other with Eleonora de Gufman ; fo that when 
the young king came of age, he found him&lf 
obliged to maintain a civil war againft the fac- 
tion of the baftards. He engaged them in fe- 
veral battles, proved vi£torious, and at laft put 
Eleonora to death, to fatisfy his mother^s re- 
venge f. Thus £ar he mig&t be termed valiant, 

but 

^ " ■ w i . W! ^ ■ *■ > ■ »i ■ I I I ■ I II ^ ■ ■ 

* It were to be wiflied^ for the fake of humanity, that our 
author's aflertion was true ; but we caandt l«e why a brutal dif- 
pofition may oot be as much delighted with human carnage, a# 
with bear or buU-baitiAg. Witneft the pleasure which eien the 
Romans took, in the combats of the gladiators and priibncrs, 
the paftime of a Nero, a Caliguk, « Heliogabalus, and, aUaoft. 
in our days, of Muley lihmael, tyrant of Morocco, who uftd 
to flay his innocent fubje^ts with his own band, in the way of 
common exetcife and diverfion. 

•f- Eleonora was oeriidioufly murdered at Talavera, in viola- 
tion of the public faith, before an/^ civil war Was excited; Im- 
mediately 
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fcut too fevcre. He afterwards efpoufed 
Blanche of Bourbon, and the firff news I35r 
be heard concerning his wife, upon 
her arrival at Valladolid, was that fhe had fal- 
len in love with the grand mafter of St. Jago, 
one of thofe very baffards who had waged war 
againft him* I am fenfible, that intrigues of 
this nature are feldom authenticated by proofs,/ 
and that a prudent king ought rather ta pretend 
ignorance in fuch matters^ than blindly follow 
thedidates of revenge;, but after all, the king, 
was excufable,, fince there is- to this day a fa- 
mily in Spain, which boafts of being defcended^ 
from this adulterous com mercer 
. Queen Blanche had at leaft the imprudence 
to enter into too clofe a conneiSHon with th^ 
fadionof the bafiard&, her huiband's enemies. 
Can we then be furprifed, that the king left her 
in a caftle,, and cpnfoled. himfelf with other a*- 
inours? 

Don Pedro therefore hadi, at the fametime^ 
the king of Arragpn and his rebellious brothers 



mediately after thiicrucJ afliflinatSon, he repaired to Burgos, and 
Tent for GarcilatTQ 4e la Veg;^, who no rooner '«ntered the pa* 
hxtf Uian Pedra. caufcdrjiim tOr be difpatched, and his body 
thrown into tha ftrsot/ Mi« own brother, Don Frederic, was 
butchered in his prefence,. in the hall of the palace at Seville, 
and he dtPAd in the fame room, before the body was removed. 
Hh otlvr btother, Don Telio, was defined to the fame fate, 
h^t-^efcaf^.' His/coufin,, Don Juan of Arxagon, was ftabbed 
sa hift^^re&neeiit Bilboa, and the body was thrown out of a. 
window, from whence Pedrp infulted it, in the hearing of th^ 
pppulace : This noblemaa^s widow he poifoned, and his own 
aunt, the queen-dowager of Arragon, he put to death* H^ - 
facrificed his own queen. Donna Blanca, a princefs of the moft 
9miable chara£l^ $ and embrued his hands in fo many mur* 
ders, that he fe^ni to have been deftitute of all fentiments of . 

O 4 to^ 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



296 Of the Black Prince, Sec. 
to cncoanter : Vidory however flill followed 
htm, and it muft be confefied, he made a cruel 
ufe of it. He feldom forgave, and his rela* 
tions, who were found in arms againft him, 
were facrificed to his reientment. In (hort, he 
ordered the grand matter of St. Jago to be put 
to death. This adion procured him the name 
of Cruel, while John, king of France, who 
had afiaffinated his conftable, and four Norman 
lords, was called John the Good. 

During thefe troubles, hi3 wife Blanche died. 
She had been judged culpable, and of .coiirfe it 
was faid (he died by poifon. But let me once 
more obferve, that we ihould be cautious how 
we give credit to a charge of this nature, with- 
out fuificient proof. 

It was doubtlefs the intereft of the king's ene- 
mies, to fpread a report about Europe of his 
having poifoncd his wife. Henry de Trafta- 
mare^ one of the baftards, who had the death 
of a mother and a brother to revenge, and what 
was ftill more, his own intereft to fupporti 
took advantage of this conjun&ure. France 
was at time infefted by thote united banditti, 
called Malandrini^, who did all the mifchief 

which 



* This is the name given in Spsuiifli romances to rob - 
hen and ruffians. The Malandrini here mentioned were 
freebooting companies, formed of the fiddlers who jbad been 
diibanded at the peace. A great number of them were Eng- 
liih ; Sir Hugh de Calverly and Sir Matthew Gournay were two 
of their principal chieftains. They engaged with du Guefdin 
in a formal treaty, ftipolating that they fhould receive a certain 
confideration in' money from the king of France and the pope ; 
that his holinefs ihould abfolve them from the ceflfures they had 

I and 
that 
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ivhich Edward of England had not been able- 
to do. This Henry de Traftamare entered' 
into a treaty with Charles V. to rid France of 
thofe freebooters, by taking them into his fer- 
vice. - The king of Arragon, always an ene- 
my to the fovereign of Caftille, promifedto* 
f ram them a free pafTage through his dominions. . 
lertrand du Guefclin, a knight of great repu- 
tation, who only fought for an opportunity to • 
fignalize himfelf,- engaged the Malandrins to 
acknowledge him as their chief, and follow 
him into Caftille. This enterprise of du Guef- 
celin has been confidered as an holy zAiotXy. 
which he performed, as he himfelf acknow- 
ledged, for the good of his foul. The holinefs 
of this a£tion confifted in leading a band of rob* 
bers, toai&fta rebel againft*his lawful, thought 
cruel fovereign.. 

It is well.known^ that dii Guefclin, in paf- 
fing by Avignon,. being in want of money to* 
pay his troopjs, obliged the pope to give him a 
large fiim for the fafety of himfdf'and his court. , 
This was at that time a necefTary extortion, but* 
I dare not mention the name which would have, 
been given it, had it not been done by one, , 
who commanded a troop, that might pafs. for a 
little army. 

The baft^rd Henry^ affifted'by th'efe 
troops, which had increafed in their 1366* 
march, and likewife fupported by the 
Kng of Arragon, began, by caufing himfelf* 



that they fhould not be defired to fenre againft the prince of* 
'VJZales, whom they adored. It was becaufc the popt delayed the 
{•yment of the Aim he had pt'^mlfcd^ .that they afterwards laid; 
iiiB.ttAdn:£eotrihutioB. 

Q 5:, t«^ 
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tQ be proclaimed king in the town of Burgot. 
Don Pedro, finding himfelf.thus attacked by 
the French, applied for affiftancc to the Black 
Prince, their conqueror. This prince, who 
was fovereign of Gujrenne, and coi>fequently 
mud have beheld with a jealous eye, any fuc- 
cefs of the French arms in Spain, determined 
by intereft and honour, efpoufed the jufteft fide, 
and marched to the afEftance of Pedro, with 
his Gafcons and fome Englifh i and foon after 
was fought, on the banks of the Ebro, near 
the village of Navarette, 'the bloody battle 
which is called by that name> between Don Pe- 
dro and the Black Prince on the one fide^ and. 
Henry de Traftamare and the conftable du ' 
Guefcelin on the other. This battle proved 
fnote glorious to the Black Prince, than even 
thofe of Crefly and Poitiers had done j be- 
caufe here the field was longer difputed. In a 
word, his viftpry was complete ; for he took. 
Bertrand du Guefclin ♦ and the marechal d'An- 
drehen prifoners, who would fi^rrender to no one 
but him. 

Henry de Traftamare, after the lofs of -this 
battle, was obliged to fly into Arragon ; and the 
Black Prince refettled Don Pedro on the throne^ 
Don Pedro, on this occafion^ exerted the un- 
happy rigiit of revesge in its full extent, and 
treated fcveral of the rebels with all that feve-. 

rity, which the laws of government au- 
1368 thorife under the name of juftice» Th^ 

Black Prince, who had the glory of re- 
fioring him to his crawn, had alfo that of put- 



♦ It muft h% obfcrved, however, that by this time the free*-- 
\Mdn% comFaiuMhiid revottcd t^Ui« Black Prince, 

tifig 
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ting a ftop to his cruelties f *• and indeed this 
prince is, next to Alfred, the hero whom the 
Englifh hold moft in veneration. 

As foon as the fupporter of Don Pedro was 
withdrawn,.^ and Bertrand du Guefclin had 
paid his ranfom, the baftard of Traftamare r^ 
vived the party of the malecontents,' and du 
Guefclin, at the f«*ivate inftigation of the 
French king, Charles V. began to raife new 
troops. 

The count de Traftamare had, on his iide> 
Arragon, the rebels of Caftille, and the fuc- 
cours of France ; while not only the greater part 
of the Caftillians, but alfo Portugal, and the 
Moors of Spain, declared for Don Pedro, who 
only gained fre(h odium by thefe new allies^' 
without reaping much real fervice from them. 

Henry and du Guefclin, having no longer, 
thje (uperior geniu& and fortune of the Black 
prince to encounter, gained a complete vidlorjr 
ovev Pedro, in the neighbourhood of 
Toledo 5 who, after this defeat, retired 1368 
for fafety to a c^ftle. where he was foon ' 

bcfieged by the viaors, and, endeavouring ta ' 
make his efcape, was taken prifoner by a Frejich 
gentleman, named le Begue dc Vilaines. Be- 
ing conduced to this knight*s tent, the firft ob- 
je« which met his eyes was the count de Trafta-* 
mare. It is faid that> tranfported with rage at 
this fight, he flew, difarmed as he was, upon him. 



f All the prifoners taken in this battle would have been put 
to death, had not the prince of Wales interceded warmly ia 
theiT behalf with Don Pedco^ who wa&pievulod upon to be re«^ 
coociUd to themj an4 tp f ^blUh & general anu^efty to all his. 
fubje^s. 

and 
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and this brother (fo far is the truth) with a 
poniard he held in his hand, inftantly put an 
end to his life. 

Thus periihed Don Pedro, at the age of 
Ifiirty-four i and with him ended the Caftillian 
race. His mortal foe fucceeded him in the- 
throne, without auy other right than that of. 
murder ; And^from him. descended the kings of. 
Caftille, who afterwards reigned in Spain, till 
the fceptre of that kingdom was transferred to 
the houfe of Auftria, by the marriage of queea. 
Tpan of Caftille with rhilip the Handfome^ fsi* 
tber to the famous Charles the Fifth. . 

^# # ft « » ft.# ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft ft §} 

C H A P. LXVI. 

Of FRANCE and ENGLAND;, 
during the Re.ion of CHARLES V. 

fTTIHE. policy of Charles Y, faved France. 
JL from ruin } and the neceffity of, weaken- 
ing the conquerors, Edward II J. and his fon. 
the Black Prince, gave a (bew of juftice to his. 
procedure. He took advantage of the fatber*is. . 
old age, and the. fon^s ill' ftate of health,, who- 
was afflidled with a dropfy,. of which he died; 
in.1371. His firftftep. was to fow divifion be- 
tween the &]ack Prince, fovereign of Guyenne, 
and his vaflals ; he eluded the performance of^ 
his treaties, , and refufed to pay the reniainder 
of his father's* ranibm, under various plaufible^ 
pretences. He entered into connexions with 
the king of Navafre, Charles the Bad, who. 
liad fo many largje poiTeffipAs in France ; he 
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likewiie ftirred up the new kiilg of Scotland, 
Robert Stuart, againft the Engli& ; he reftorcfd 
order and regularity in the finances, and made 
the people contribute to the neceffary fupplies, 
without murmuring; in fine, without ftirring 
out of his cabinet, he found means to have as 
much fuccefs as king Edward, who had crofTed 
the fea, and gained fuch fignal victories. 

As foon as he perceived all the fprings of his 
political machine well fecured, and in readinefs 
for a£lion, he flruck one of thofe bold ftrokes, 
which might pafs for ralhnefs in politics, if not 
jtiftified by well concerted meafures, and a fuc- 
cefsful iiTue. He fent a knight and a 
judge of Touloufe, to fummon the Black 1 369 
Prince to appear before him in the court 
of peers, to give an account of his conduct ♦. 



♦ This ftep was riot taken but at the exprefs defire of the 
Gafcon lords, who were by this time <|iiite alienated from the 
prince of Wales, on account of the fevere impofitions he laid 
upon th^m ; and his flagrant partiality to the Englifii, in the 
diftribtttion of hit favours. But our author is mifhiken in 
faying, the Engliih were now defeated in every battle. So 
long as the Black Prince remained in that country, the French 
durft not appear in the field, even when )ie was reduced to ex- 
tremity, by an incurable diftemper. ' After his return to £ng«* 
land, divers advantages were gained over the French by John 
de Chandos, Sir Hugh de Calverly, Sir Robert Knolles, and 
other Engliih commanders. True it is, lord Grandifon was 
taken, in confequence of his own impradence, on the borders 
of Le Maine j but Bertrtnd du Guefclin had very little to 
boaft of, until one Owen, a Welch renegado in the fervice of 
France, furprifed the peribn of John de Graiily, Captal 4e 
Bifthe, the great rival of Bertrand du Guefclin. The Captal 
was conveyed to Paris, and confined to cbfe prifon, becaufe he 
would not engage in the iervice of France, in violation of 1^ 
aUegiaoce to Uie Black Prince, whom he loved to fuch a degree, 
that he*^ would not furvive him ) but broke his heart in confine- 
ment foon after the death »f Edward. 

ThU 
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Tbk was acfting as ibvereign judge of the 
<$oiu]ueFor of his fathejc and grandfather, wha 
was Aili in pofleffion of Guyenne, and the 
circumjacent territories, in abfolute fovereignty, 
by right of conquefi, and the moft foTema 
treaty. For he not only fununoned the 
1370 prince as his fubjed:, but an arret of 
parliament was likewife ifiued, confif- 
cating the province of Guyenne^ and all the 
places chat appertained to the Engliih in France^ 
The cuflpm of thofe times was to declare war 
by an herald at arms ; but on this occafion, one 
of the king's domeftic fervants was feht to 
London, to perform the ceremony^ A plaiik 
proof that Edward was no longer in a fituatioa 
to be feared. 

The irregularity of thefe proceedings wa» 
in fome meafure dignified by the valour and abi- 
lities of Bertrand du G^cfclitt, now become 
conftabic of France, and more efpecially by 
the good order which Charles h«td eftabliibed 
throughout his whole kingdom, which proved 
the truth of this maxim in public affars, that 
*' where the profit is, ther^ is the glxwry/* 

The Black Prince who was every day de* 
clining in bis" health, was no longer able tO' 
take the field : his father could fend him but 
very weak fupplies, and the Engl ifh, who had 
before been every where vifl^orious, were now 
beaten on all fides^ Bertrand du. Guefclin^ 
though he did not obtain fuch fignal vi<^rie». 
as thofe of Crcfly and Poitiers, made exa^y 
fuch a campaign, as th;^t by which in thefe 
latter times, Marechal Turenne gained the cha-^ 

radcc 
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rti&er of the greateft general in Europe. 
He fell upon the Englifli, fettled about 137a 
Maine and Avignon, defeated atl their 
parties, one after the other, apd with his own 
hand took their general, Graitdifon» prifoncr. 
He reduced Poitou andSaintonge to the Frencli 
dominions, and took all the towns belonging^ 
to the Englifh, either by force of arms, or ia- - 
trigues. The very feafons themfelves feemed 
to fight for Charles. A formidable fleet of. 
Englifh {hips, which was deftined to make 
a defcent upon the coafts of France, were fe- 
vera! times put back by contrary winds ; and 
temporary truces, artfully managed, prepared 
the way for future fuccefles. 

Charles V. who, twenty years before, had 
not money fufficient to pay his guards, now fa\r 
htmfdf mafter of five armies, and a &ie fleet.. 
His flrips of war infulted the EngliOi on their . 
own coafts, landing troops, and ravaging the 
country, while En^and, who bad now loft her 
warrior king, fate tame fpedatrefs of thefe in* 
falts. She had now nothing left in Fra]icc9 
b^t the city of Bourdeaux, Calais^ and a few 
other fortified towns. 

About this time diCa, France loft her 
Bertrand du Guefclin. Every one knows 1 380 
what honours his fovereign paid to his 
mem<»-y. He was the fiirft, L think, that had 
a funeral oration pronounced in his praife, and 
none but himfelf and marechal Turenne, were 
ever interred in the church defigned for the;, 
burying -place of the kings of France. His 
body was carried to the grave witti the fame 
ceremonies as thofe of crowned heads, and wa3 
followed by four princes of the blood ; bis 

horfesi 
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horfes, agreeable to the cuftoms of thofe times*- 
Were prefented, in the church, to the bifhop 
who performed the funeral fervice, who laid his 
hand upon them, and blefled them. Thefe 
drcumftances are of no further importance, 
than as they ferve to (hew the fpirit of chivalry,. 
ixnce the regard and veneration paid to great 
knights, who had rendered themfelves famous 
by their feats in arms, extended even to the 
horfes who fought under them in battle. 

Charles V. did not long furvive 
1380 du Guefclin. He is Taid to have died 
by a flow poHbn, which had been gtvea^ 
him ten years before, and put' a period to his 
•life at the age of forty-four, as iflthere were . 
any aliments in nature that could de[M-ive people 
of life at the expiratioa o£ a. ceifain time. It i& 
undoubtedly true, that when a poifon is not 
fh-ong enoi^h .to produce inftant death, it will\, 
leave a weaknefs^and languor in the body, the 
fame as every violent difeafe ;, but it is far from* 
being true, that it will produce thofe flow eflRsfts* 
which are by the vulgar deemed inevitable. The: 
real poifon which diipatched Charles V. was 2u 
bad conflitution. 

No one is ignorant of the wife ordinance- 
publiflied. by this prince, wherein the time of a& 
king of France coming of age, was fixed at 
fdupceen. This- wife ordinance, which how- 
;ever proved infufficicnt to prevent the fubfequent 
troubles, was enrolled at a bed of juftice held 

Charles was deurous, by this ordinance, to- 
eradicate the ancient abufe of private wars be* 
(ween the lords, an abufe which had hitherto 
pafled as a law oi the ilate, and which, as foont 

a&. 
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as he came to be mafter, he took care to prohi- 
bit it, and even forbid the wearing arms ; but 
this was one of thofe laws which it was impof- 
fibte at that time to put in execution. 

The treafures which he amafled during hi^ 
reign are faid to have amounted to the fqm of 
feventeen 'millions of livres of the money then 
current. It is certain that he had accumulated 
great riches, and that all the fruits of his ceco- 
nomy werediffipated by his brother, the duke of 
Anjou, in the unfortunate expedition to Naples, 
of which I have already i^l^n *. 

After the deceafe of Edward III. the con- 
queror of France, and of Charles V. the re- 
ilorer of that kingdom, it was plainly feen, 
that the fuperiority of a nation depends wholly 
upon thofe who are at the helm of govern- 
ment. 

Richard IT. fon to the black prince, fuc- 
ceeded his grandfather Edward UI. at the age 
of eleven ; and, fome time after, Charles \^. 
came to the crown of France at the age of 
twelve. Thefe two minorities proved both 
unhappy ; but England had the iirfl and grea(- 
eft reaibn to complain. 

We have feen the frenzy and madnefs which 
pbfTefled the peafants of France under king 
John f , and how cruelly they revenged the 
ftate of flavery they had been in, and the mi- . 
icrics they had fufFered, upon thofe ^pentlemen 
who had in fad been their opprefior-s : th/e 
fame madnefs feized the Englifh ; and thd war 



♦ See chap. LVII. 
t Sec th:»p, LXIV. 
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of Rome with the flaves feemed revived m'this 
country. A tiler* and a prieft did as mach 
mifchief to England as the quarrels between 
the king and ^parliament are capable of produc- 
ing in that kingdom. Thefe two incendiaries 
•allen^Ied the people of three counties fy and 
eaTily f6und means to perfuade diem that the 
rich had long enough enjoyed the goods of this 
"World, and that it was now time for the poor 
to take their revenge. They led them dire£lly 
to London^ plunder^ a part of the city, and 
caufed the archbiibop of Canter^toy and the 
high-^reafitrer to be beheaded. It 43 true that 
this madnefs ended in the deaths of the chiefs* 
«nd the total difperfion of the mutineers : but 
thcyfe ftate-'itorms^ which were becodk com- 
mon in Europe, iufficicntly fliew what kind of 
goveroiment prevailed at that time J. Th^ 
were as yet unacquainted vrith tbe true end of 
politics, which conAfts in fub^eding all degrees 
and orders, in a ftate, to the public good. 

It may be alfo faid, that the Engliffli at that 
time did not better underftand the limits of 



* M, de Voltaire feems in thi« pJace to have miftj^en 
the proper name o^ the chief of thefe irifurgcnts, for that- 

; of his tfftdle or calling. 

f Kent^ EiSex, and Kertiord/hire. 

i He alludes to the , iniurre^Hons of Wat Tyier and Jack 
• Straw, which were indeed defpcrate efibrts of ignorant ple- 

i heians^ to emerge from tillcnage or flavery. Every body 
koiow^ they were excited to rebelfioii by one JtsAuk BuJJ,'a 
fanatic piief^, who enflamed them with fermons and circa« 
lar -letters pouched in quaint myfterious rhimes, extremely 
well calculated to work up the minds of ignorant nifties to 

' fury and enthufiafm, Tyler, after having done ahundafite 
of mifchief, was (lain in Smithfield at the head of his 
rabble, by Walworth, mayor of London^ and others. Straw 
4uid Ball were aftsrwardi executed as ' traitors. 

their 
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'^heir kings prerogatiTea, nof of the pxivilegies 
of their parliaments. Richard 11* at the a^ 
of eighteen, ainaed at heing defpotic, and kis 
fubjeds wanted to be firee. This Joon pro- 
duced a civil war. In other countries a civii 
war almoft always proves fatal to the malcon- 
tents, but in England the ktng generally iinarts 
^or it. Richard, after having maintained a ten 
years conteft with his fubje£b, about authority^ 
law himfelf at length abandoned even by hit 
own party. His*oouftn, the duke of JLancafter, 
^randfioin to the late Edward III. and who had 
a long UtiK been banifhed out of the kingdom^ 
returned back with only three Ibips. Indeed he 
flood in need of no .greater afEftance ; for, the 
inftant he arrived, the whole nation declared 
for him ; and Richard only requcfted that they 
would grant him his life and a penfioii for his 
-fubfiftence. 

A parliament was called, in which this 
» prince was folemnly depofed, and confined to 
the Tower, from whence he fent the duke of 
^'Lancafter the enfigns of royalty^ toge- 
ther with a writing, figned by* his own 1399 
hand, in which he acknowledged him- 
felf altogetherxinqualified to reign, as indeed he 
was, fmce mean enough to fubfcribe fuch a de- 
claration. 

Thus did this one century behold two kings of 
England, Edward II. and Richard II. the em- 
peror Winceflaus, and pope John XXIII. all 
four tried, condemned, and depofed, in the 
moft folemn manner, and with all the forma- 
* lities of juftice. 

The Englifli parlianient, having, depofed 
their king, iffued a decree, importing, that, in 

^ cafe 
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cafe of imy attempt being made to reftore him, 
he fhould be adjudged worthy of death. Ac* 
cordmgiy, upon the firft rifmg that was made 

fn his fivour, eight ruffians went and 
J400 aflaffinated the unhappy monarch in 

his prifon. But Richard defended bis 
life better than he had done his throne. He 
wrefted a pole-ax from one of the ^iTaffins, 
with which he laid four of the number dead at 
his feet before he fell himfelf. The duke, of 
Lancafter now afcended the throne, by the naom 
of Henry IV. during whofe reign England nei- 
ther enjoyed tranquility, nor was in a capacity 
to undertake any thing againft France : but his 
fon Henry V. brought about the greateft revo- 
hition that had happened fince the time of 
Cbarlemae-ne. ^ — irr^-^ 

25 JUL 1975 ^ 
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The END of VOL. If. 



Erratiisi in Vol. L 
Page 31, Line^o: Forcourtien, lead brokers. 
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